
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



r 







ANDOVER-HARVARD THEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY 

MDCCCCX 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 



.T-r/^WSjBBB'i; 



:Jf T\: 



' ' ? } 



.>. .A. 






IIL?:..X 



GRACE AND TRUTH: 

OR, 

The glory and FULNESS 

OF TH8 

REDEEMER 

DISPLAYED. 

lo an Attempt to explain, illnftrate, and enforce the 
moft remarkable Ttpes, Pioukes, and Allegories 
of the Old Testament. 



By the Rev. WILLIAM M'E W E N, 

LATE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN DUNDEE. 



THE FIRST AMERICAN EDITION F ROM THE 

NINTH BRITI^«<^ri'Y SC^'X 

LIBRARY. 

P H I L jf D E L Pff-^^iJi^^ -^ 

PRINTED BY JOHNSTON AND JUSTICE, AT FRANK. 
LIN'S HEAD, NO. 4I, CHESNUT-STRKET. 



H.DCCJtCII. 



i7/.r 



>.i. T ^H 



. , Til ;. ■ ■ i(.:iCAi c,i tmxr 






J > - ] ■ •. .- ^ fc 



tl.X-' . .■'»'.'. 






r5 



'xV 



:». .1 



; ■ •' •■ •. *. ,.; wjr 
\ . ;: •;'ui V .'IJ 'i 



Tuci P R i; F A C ^, 

>TnHE candia reader, who (hall be pJt^&d to pf jrofc 
X the followingeflSiy, i^s d^firedto take ]M>ticc, that 
as the dif&oari^ itftlf is not of the argumentative kio^ ^ 
it is taken for granted as a pi:elijaiiBarjr q&axim^ Tha;k. 
the grand, doftrines of Chrifiianity conceniing thft 
mediation of thrift, and th^ ineftimablc ble^Df^ of 
his purchafe, were typically ma^iifefted to the chfycb^ 
by a variety of ceremonies, pezfonS| and eveiUf^ un- 
der the OJd-Teftament difpenfation. It ia true, there 
are fome Yrhp aiFed to call this truth in queftion^ and 
yet pretend to be the friends of a divine reyelatioQ. ; 
but with what fincerity, it is not difficult to perceive* 
To fuppofe that the gofpel is a new invention, and 
hatched in the age of the apoftles, or that the religj* 
on of Jews and Chriftians are entirely different, i^- 
lignally injurious to them both : for as a living crea.* 
tore, when cut in two, will feem at firft to.prefervo 
fome faint remains of life in both its parta> but in a 
flxorttime will totally expire ; fo if the fyfteqa of th« 
true religion be cut afunder, and the faith of the Jfi^fi 
be wholly fevered and detached from the faith pi" 
Chrii^ians, inftead of having one religion of Jews, and 
another of Chriftians, we ihall in reality, have no 
true religion at all furviving. But we donot propofe 
fo much as to enter on any difpute on this head> as the 
following treatife was not intended by the author^ 
either for the convidlion of Infidels, or for the confu- 
tation of falfe opinions; but for the edification of them 
who have obtained precious faith. Such perfons it 
will not be difficult to perfuade, that the law eit* 
hibited the fhadows of good things to come, but th« 
body isofChrift*, 

* For the difplay »nd confirn^ation oC this «rgumcnt, that tht . 
gofpcI was emblematically preached, and Chriftio a fi|ture cxhihitc4 
in thefe ufagrs pradlifcd by the ancient Jewi, I do, with great pUar 
fure, refer to that admirable and veI^^llown book, iotitUd, Thcro* 

and Aiyafio, Dialog. 3* 
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ir The PR BF AG E. 

To tAWk' ft compeadMutf >'rkir' »f the -^etbtits^. 

fietided were figurative of the -pttAn^znA meiiMtma 
of tMe Son of God/ is the deflgn of the fcyjiontoidg 
Iheett. For'though there'are fdme booics ont this^£&-« 
Jfift' already publilhed m oar langaage^ it maflr' be 
^ «>wned*t!iey are for from bHftg judkioufly execitte^. 
The loofenefs of their method^ aiM xaaccaracy itf theHf 
Ibflieyare pertUps the trde teafbns why they aYe(fa 
muefa Yic^eeteA, afid fd little known. For it might 
he thoto^hl, the theme they treat of, if properly 
liafldl^, wotrld recommend Itfelf to a more tmivc^rfid 
|yeTtifal> than (bch' writings have hitherto obtained*. 

It cannoi: be- refofed, that the do6kriaal fyftem the 
author has cholen. to follow in this Cmall <wo«rky 
though o«ee Yepnted orthodox in Proteftant chuvchcs^ 
k'n>6w fiileti into great coptelxipt With matrp/ who 
foftfiln th^mfelve^ the only judges of fentim^nt sni 
eompeiftioU'. But ftould this little treatiie be ftc» 
ee^ted with the faints, (if wits wiUpardbnthe expref^ 
lion,) the cenfiires of others need not excite eithec 
anxiety or furprtfe.* For fo long as the deviti&fii& 
Itt^d t^ deceite the nations, and fo loag as the heart 
hi ifinconvinced of fin, we may aiure ourfelves'^ th<Q 
J<yftrine^ of complete jxiftification and everlaftio^sc^ 
ceptance with God, in the righteoufnefs of Immanueli 
frfeely impnted to wretched unners ; and of fanid^ifica^ 
tioii of heart, and nrewnefe of life, thrdogh the powcit 
ef the blefled Spirit, giving teftimony to the word of 
Ills grace, will meet with oppofiriou. 

Some haare> conceived an iavincible averiion to- alt 
allegories ofevery kind, on account of the ridiculous 
.»nd diflortedf fancies, the falfe aod misfh^peh glofles. 
«f fcriptare, of which, it muft tie confcfied, tnehumou» 
4f allegoriting, not properly rcftrained, has been ex» 
ceeding fertile. To hunt for allegories ejA-y wherid; 
alBFd'ta labour aft gtving^amyftical turn to thoie^pafla^ 
get lof hoiy writ that are the moft plain and Utcrai, in?- 
dtca^tjes' a vitiated tafle, that naufeatca. whpicfoni*" 
SoodL' Mmj 0£t&e aaiiclenjt fathers, have. bCienfaiiiji 



tya^ijdiiiaiEyig^ftte*^ ter9 been hoc ui»i«(Uy, bWn«4 HHk 
tMSsmdtstmrikifY^tCf f^^ne mei^ have earried th$ humavv 
pf: iEdl^gairizdlig to ittch dP eqi^rbitant pitchjaf^taram* 
nag9:\ther H^fltlhcB myih«logy itfelf li^i* the biQpcA 
ivbthsrof f^Hgi^a^and allegtM'ize pven thatmaft emiif 
t^'j ;1»ooky tlie MetatnoFphofes of Ovid. 3ut tiiougk 
Msib lldi^^rasfgrefled ^l bounds of fiM^rjety 'i^tWif 
Dxy^tQ iaactppretationa^ Mre m^ft- not Inunedi^^t^Jy doA 
tAl^imU: figdirati?e fcnfe of thefcriptujre^ nor even cfA^ 
isix^^'Aikttet in veftigation of them . For at thia ral^ 
ireibehoved not. only ta condemn tbe4nfaUibieapoi> 
tle^of tk0 Gentiles, bot alfo JefnsChrift kimielfx^^bc^ 
compares himfelf to themanna^ to the brazen- ferptntx 
a3i4 to Jonak in the belly of the fifhr. . ..^ 

^:jbi order to fettk the proper limVtsaf aUegori^at 
intdrpreCatiAin^ two things muft be obfervedj whicit 
hwt. aiitl>trr> ' in the courl'e of this work^ appeats %0 
h»rc'ftedfaftly kept in hi$ eye. . i'^irft^ To ^ake. a. prp-t 
pteC'divine aUegc^y^ typoor figure>k isneeeflarilyra^ 
q«lrcdyi;hat there be airefeaiblante lefs or iQore be-* 
tlplst^ie literal hi&osy^ pci^fon,, or i thing, andiho 
fyirituaidodirine, truth ov^my&evy^^^hiih ts^ppoM^ 
M:W r^prefented»rf Ssctndfy, There sauft^ be fgini# 
^ood 'rjeafoft t6 thl^ -thiat Chb refemblance h.t¥>^ 
storel^cafdal/t>r the child of fancy, but a^laaUy in<» 
t€ndiiid.'?by» tfee , Holy Gholh > Ani where cv^o botj^ 
^9£e:irG^iftt€^ are f6and, the utmoft car^e ihould bo- 
taUea>»ot>iDo ftraan the type or aHegory beyond tho 
bounds of a jn(t and* reafonable comparifon^left> it^ 
ftead.of ibilowing the c4«e> we ftreteh thethread till 
ftj»ireaks4 

yln thie: «g^ of difpates, Tt muft doabtfefe be aetrnfir 
decarbl^ r<fcommendation of a perfb^maace, when tho 
nader.ii^ informed that w4iile the aut;hor di^cx)ve4ra 
the '«(to{l' zealoq^ attachment to« the caufe . oftr uuh, . ami 
atplpjear^ a- do v6tedv ohamf>ioi>.of the> evangelical, .doe* 
tdrinlces^ he.itsr; jcarofuL siot to la»y« sl' yAi£^vofwstmxif^%€f 
ftre& ttipott aBy thing by which ' one Chriftaan qaay : >e 
dill3«£uiilieA fi«kft anather^ En>f€fin& €bidlliaiUk.»> 



▼i .PRE* F:f At C"Gi| 

tlie <mf siod pnly fouo4a|ioao£ pref<?Qt licUM9«fjb »«$ 
fot»r« hupping ^re. not; here ta^g^t Or 81iji:«4 ^h^^ 
bite and dcvpar one aaiotber*. jNp.oU i^ h^^c a^wkl? 
fired taiDcneafei tjkie flame, orkeep awake tibe^^cQ^^a? 
gf^on of animofitj and difpAitp^ which have. fo bug 
nod fofadly dlfturbed the peace>.aad hind^Red 'the qq^i^ 
on of the profefledfriendi^ of the truthasit is I9- JcC;^ ;\ 
m^t are any problematical iiuelUoo?. her« dett^rq^ifi^ 1 
Yirith aAthotrkacive airs,, that may h« a^ aew bopKt,!of 
cooteDtii)n in tbp church* Thelo are pmployini^f^n^] 
vthoevcr are engaged in them, andtwhai<evor h^ thaji?' 
motives and preteocjea, our Aotbov waa favfarom^p*. 
provif^.. 

Thc^concifenef*, tJie propriety, the energy ,i with 
"Which the feveral iniportaot and iiitereAingrabjeSs 
here taken into confideratton are treated, ^iU I pter- 
foade my fe If, both entertain. and edify the intelligent 
reader, delight his taile; while his ^idgmentJs. ^;xr 
formed, his heart Jmproved>and his .pj?ad:ice dire^edt 
.► In oyder to remove thefe fofpicioi^ whi^. oftei^ ja-» 
rife concerning the authenticity of pofthnmot^s wegrks^ 
I think it incumbent . on mei to acquaint tbie pabUe>^. 
that tb«. following ihects eoptaia th<^. fuyt^nee^ ol 
what tbe author originally £Q.mpofed ai)d d^livete^, 
from tbe pulpjt in the form of fcrmonJi, To coiit»a^! 
tbe force and fpirit of a fabjed: into.a fipaaU copipai^^ 
and.exbibit it to tbe mind inooe clear a^dea^ y^9ffi 
was a branch of ftudy he waa remarkab^iy foA^^of cuj^- , 
tivating.. Therefore, though bi*diligei>cc^d.w;<;iir-f-, 
cy in preparing fer his puWic appcar^^/Qe wefrc.Xmrj 
golar and uncommon, he frequently employed h^. 
leifiiremora'eotfi in digefting bis fermops after ih^y'j 
had been preacbed, into the form of littie i^yf^^ 
This method he purfued, with particular application 
and aflSduity, with regard to the whole of th^fe dif-i 
co4U:fei9 he made on the. types^ figurcis^i^and alUg^^ii^^ 
of the Old Teftameiit. . i .^ f 1 - M.^r^j 

Hh defigti on^heie heada being executed ia^e ^om^ 
and dre&iji 'which they now appear, he beg^n to^ti^ 
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^T^^S^^^'^'fHo^^'^ t>f otfSeritig them to tk^ fhh^X 
lic,/''^'ra& cngage4 mm to review, and examine* tfite 
wboIe\wi&i-a.critkal attention/ a^^ to make foch aK* 
ter^fc?<^iis 4h4^P>'<*vemiBnts ad appeared 'iicccikry m^' 
th^yttirpt gv^itj[ing a further aim^t public ferviec*.' 
Tli&;pf^6ared axidl cbrrefted, he w^s pjeafe^, timi^ft' 
the Samlliatltie^s- of our long and intimate Frieodihip^ 
S^lii^nlge me with the pernfal of the mantrfcript^ I 
cf ad it with ea|eriieft and delight. Sach in(htiAlVe^'' 
anim^Sitg^ and evaug^ical .compofitions^ feemtd to 
me finely calculated, under a* divkie bloffiag^ to be 
pro^ndiveof cottfiderable good. Icauld not there-'' 
fore forbear urging upon the 9!Uthpr an; immediate' 
pohiication of fo excellent a work. After fiarthelr 
cot^ora^^Miy and freih applications to a throne o^* 
^race, fpr-tha^tr wifd'om which is profitable to dlre&> he 
becamfeirefblved. ,:_:'' 

' f&r'a ihort time coming ie^^ Edinbargb on aif ottiei^.aci>^ 
ccA^i, he fettled every, thing with the gantleirtcn wHo ^ 
ai^i'noyirthe publifhers relative to the prmting of it*;' 
"rtd nbtntrfcript he left in my hands, except a few 
fliS^ts'tha't he propof(?d to carrjr home with,hnn; an^' 
talie under a repeated perufal.* At Leit'h, on his way ' 
hbine; fte.waS fuddcnly ^aken ill. His diforder JoOn * 
iffi*ed''Tn a.mtjft* violent fever, '^frhlch put anendto 
hU^^itt and labpurs, in the twenty-eighth year of hifl' 
a^? Vrtithc feventh of his miniftrv, 

'fle-WdS'traly a moft aecom^liflied and-afniiableper^ 
fdtti "atfrf If ^he Lord had been pleafed to fjiarc him, 
it !l>eri^ likely he would have foon rifen high in 
th^'.public'efteem, on account of his growing worth 
attd\aWfitie«. But as my prcfent buiinefs is only to 
fiil^y^tbevuhlU with regard- to, the ]>i-ogrefsr the 
wftWir hiniftif had liiade towards the publication of 

'-.^bcc^^cr 1758, Mr. M*£weQ publiflicd an ordination fcriiioii 
bmticd^^^ yhe great matter and end o£ gpfpel preaching" ' from %> 
CW.'ft^y^ A g^ner^l fattafadiion wais eiprcffcd by »U >bt> t*er4 
ffttent at the dsUnr/ ef thit fermon . .Aiad^ it hat hcflWidacli. tGi 
MlflOMd Vf mUif 3«havba!Vtt ftmd it, Bot;ooly> oo' ano^QOt «^ t hf ^9 

t9f}geU^i%ii4vf>f^^Mri0tbat si^aii)Qiigbifs^^l^;»i^jP^o£^^<^^*^ 

Acrvoui^aad(^at]uBti€iiuuuitfr#(hi8a4d^^ * ^ I 
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'ftttthMitl6!t)r of \ty2t^i^noPt€f^wtilse'arn:9Ltt6vLVit otbis 
iife^ OP dilitteate hitf'chbrtwfl^i*/ 1 IIlBftbeg»lcttv^to 
rfeftr thfe reaAji»to' th*t dtfi^^iftk^'^Ww of him in 
a ikwt'payagmph wKkb appfewed w^rilP-Edittbiif gh 
n«MK^ape« ittifrtdi^ttljf aftwMd*^^li> sCd^I which 
idttybc fttftat'thci btJttom of'th« page*; ". 
' The pnblkatlon bafk' b^eii -df^liyed fb^ idng; aiTter 
MisdMitb^-tharit nva^petim^ fyem nsfeeffi^f to make 
i)lili«'apc4ogf for thfiilf-did4ftfi But il^tiro4»}d be too 
re>d4dQAitoeB«iAeiFate anrarieey afHTf^iimfttnces'^hf eh 
irivo*ce»ourred^tb oMokfioa'ii: 
"t licoBolfedfif l¥lth- aiMpring^;tberpiiVIlc; tifat>n<>H>ne 
fltttlment^ofHhe-AtathcM'/ threB^ont tl^N^^vri^ole per^ 
A^mittBcb^ hits beefy eilbl^'^llftsge4''k]V ittfi^ptGMi • 

his fpecjal bleffing, give it an exteii4i%e^f^eai^ airi^. 

iMlS^'H^ ftM<i^irat^toi:h»3^.««i«!ii9 c^^ 

filtfl<tmh> re&i< heKmft) awi^htl^i^wchs^rityh "-, 

.13iff;Sejpt'.2#irs765.: - .. '^ 

^ *^ AtLcith, (Iied4>f.a.rdddea iHoeft, Janiiar)s,l3[,.X769,^he Rtir. 
!Mr. WilfUtn M*£Wcn, mimftef cyf die go^el &t Ppudee. . Ajmd 
S«eAi«r, a<letrhc«4 v]HrclH)^ir$ cuUiVaM^Bf aliberal edltc|udBJ 
iibprov«d^y dofe ftvdfyMi^MarpBdiqf iticari)%tcqtUiiiUaiice.N#-idi 
jvid^ad vifoKrpI^ioat. l«Aii%bfrl9HR4a«toai«{etii«t amiabl«^ i|i^t)of • 
tantyaQdiifefsl^andter he msintBified^kropghQiit tfttv(ho\t cojirCt 
oC his minUEcy. '<Tourteoo« and condcfcendlng, meek ind humbU 
Sn hit owireytfsi fir frdmaififfitftiiig'haman appl&of^, Ke $iinedit an 
^j6& infiniteliMBM'eBoblcv tKc'hoiMMM* that oomethfrom Godaloae, 
uriikhina^e Hnrbfith fiUtbfid and' dfiigeoc inhtlhblf Tocatlba* 
eMictfeoefiM>fsnab(Kl,<aii(t fitrfpfcukf of fttlfc. added cafoHdti|r «(^' 
^dgmoit, rendered hispneachTng.eqjaalliP xn&nidiyeto th6 ^iij^: 
and intelligiblcto the ignorant. Warm with z^l for God, and coip« 
ffsifion fonncir» hit coniUat endeavour wati t6 difplay the amiable^ 
^o^encietaof'tfac^ incarnate Creator to the needy fonts of pe^iihin^t 
fionen. Not negleAing ioJiitowii condii^vrhat he recothhiend* 
«d to the .pnufttce of others, hialiCe wate ftirand^beamifiultr^'Ay^ 
cript^fhitidodriaej OiHiiartr«,aitlie|irime-of fifc,andt)ubflcl|R^ 
|i]^Mfi,.hift death ii .iinivcrWf daniemedytis a 4bv^^ 
loft to hit friends^ hit cofl||cegatioOr and the church of God* 
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GJIACE AND TRUTH. 

B OO K PI RST, 

TYPICAL PEHfiONSt 

r- €hr}fl and Aidm cmipared* 



.•»ap^p Alinlglity Creator h^ ppw fipiAnd tiip mu- 
•*X ^erfiskl frame of natar^e. ilp fa'vy tl^e fipaveys 
Jl^iQilig «i ^11 th^ir glory ; ^^. bch^I J ,t|]C parlh fmil- 
"iRg ill ^U }^r hcaiUy : the Cca was ftqckpd with fifli^ 
t^^ air w^h fpxv.ls ; t)ie fiflds with beaits. But (till 
.tJie fnaA^r-pieceof this Inferipr wxjrW was ^iotijajg, 
a cvvMture fipdttcd with re4fon;,iqf i^pright (laturq; 
.^.nd. Qualified, at: oace to rule qver th^,Tpft of the cre- 
^ifm> afl4 cprr^fpood with his CtjEatoi:. '^ And the 
hw^iG^i, &rme4 ip»^ of the 4"ft.af the ground| aijd 
breathed intp his npftri|s the bresvt}^ of life, aud he 
be<:aTOC a living foul*." Thus far we arc told b^r the 
Hebrev la\ygiver. And we are further informed by 
the great appftle of the Gentiles/ ^^hattfcis firft mai^ 
wbofe n^we "was Adam, w?is iljp .typp oj ,^gure pf 
" him that /was to cp»e,f." Fpr aught wejtnow, it 
Slight. nAt fo much a^ enter into the heart pf Adam 
tp conceive of this divine my ftery ; and Mofcs .hin?- 
felf, thp inlpired penman of that truly apcient and 
authentic hifiory, might not perhaps advert to it. 
But fince God hath rieveaXed it to us by his Spirit, l^t 
us attend whpriB the rcfemblancc lies, of the firft to 
the fecond Adam ; which we Ihall obvlouily find, whe- 
ther w-e view hifn as the 6rft man, the ^rfl: father^ 
the £r(l lord, the firft huiband, <^r t\\p iirft covenant- 
head. And let us learn to contemplate t\c glory, pf 
that illnftrioftS :jperfon, who W^s fo caxly typified, 
while we admire thje depth of Gqd's fore^upwledgc- 

R 
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IB ordering matters fo^ that the hiftoryof the firftman, 
%vho was of the earthy and earthl7> "c^as a prophe- 
cy of the fccond man^ who is the Lord from heaven. 
To begin with the creation df our general ancef- 
tor. ildam was the fird man in the world of nature^ 
who being formed out of the duft of the ground, by 
the immediate hand of his Creator, was without fa- 
ther, and without mother, and, in a fenfe peculiar 
to himfelf, is chilled the Son of Cod*, He was alfo a 
creature perfectly new, to whom there was nothing 
like, and nothing equal, among all the vifible works 
of God ; for his perfon, confifting of a vifible body^ and 
an invifible foul, was made after the image, and in 
the likenefs of God, which chiefly confifts in know- 
ledge, righteoufnefs, and holincfs. Now, fure it is 
not ditficult to perceive, that all thefe charaAers ex- 
aftly agree to the fecond man, who is the firft-bom 

' among many brethren in the world of grace, — ^with- 
out father as man, — without mother as God. His bo- 
dy was formed (not indeed of the dufl: of the gvound^ 
but in a manner equally unexampled and miracu- 
lous,) of the virgin's fubftance, by the immediate 

- power of God; and fo foon as areafonable foul was 
united to it, in the womb of the virgin, both were, 
that very moment, affumed into the divine perfon of 
the §pn, wherefore, in all propriety, that holy thing 
which jiras born of her, was called the Son of Cod\i 
i>r, to jufc the cxpreiKon of an Old-Teftament pro- 
phet, was " a new thing created in the earthj/^ In 
the man Chjrifl Jefus is found more of the divine like- 
nefs than ail the faints, than all the holy angels can 
dare to boaft. ^^ For which of them have been cal- 
led at any time, the brightnefs of the Father's glo- 
ry and the exprefs image of his perfon ? or to which 
of them has he faid, TJjou art my Son, this day have 
I begotten thee§ ?" Adam, indeed, might refemble his 
Creator, as the itnagis^on the coin refembles the king 
upon the throne; but Jefus Chrift refembles God, as 

^he piln«e and heir to the crown refembles his royal 
iather, being not only like him, byt of the fame na?» 

• Luke Hi. ult, f Luke i. 35* 

t fw. jn«ir •^ I Hcb. i. 3, s* 
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tare and fabitance with him. And though in fhadovr- 
Ing forth the conftitution of Immaniiel 8 perfon a]lii<^ 
inilitudes mu^bd iafinitely defe£cive — yet the union of 
Adam's foul and body is perhaps the heft natural em-* 
hlem of it we can cxpe£b to find. Nor does it feem 
nnlawful for us to amil our conception of this high 
jnydery by this natural union, inafmuch as the Holy 
Ghofthimfelf, in the fcriptures of the Kcw-Teftament, 
feems to allude unto it, when he calls his humanity 
the fiejhy and his divinity the fpirit. In the former 
he was manifefted^ in the latter he was juftified*. In 
the one he was put to deaths and in the other he was 
qnickenedf-^ If the conftitution of the firft Adam's 
perfon was an incomprehenfible myftery in nature, the 
conditutiou of the fecond Adam's perfon is no lefs an 
incomprehenfible myftery of grace. 

As Adam was the firft man that God created, fo he 
was the firft father and progenitor of all other men, 
who are every one born in his image as they come 
Into the world of nature, and breathe the vital air. 
Juft fo, from Jefus Chrift, the everlafting Father, all 
who come into the world of grace derive their fpiri- 
taal being ; his image they bearj, and from him ** the 
whole family ""in heaven and in earth is named {|." 
Thovgh here alfo there is a confiderable difparitv 
betwixt the earthly man and the heavenly Adam. 
The firft man is not the immediate^ but the remote 
father of our flclh; — for **one generatioii goes, and 
another comes :" hut Jefus Chrift is the immediate Fa- 
ther of all his faints, who in every age receive from 
him the light of life, as the filver moon, and ail the 
fparklihg ftars, receive their light immediately from 
the fun, the glorious fountain of the day. ThefirjtAdamy 
as Mofes relates, was made a Itving foully that he might 
x:onvey a natural life to them who had not received 
at : but the fecond Adam^ as the apoftle declares, nu^i 
made a quickening fpirit^ to impart a fpiritual life to 
them who having now loft it, were dead in trefpaffes 
and in fins ; and at the refurredion ofthejuftto (|uick* 

• 1 Tim. ill. x6. t I P«*- *"• ^*- ♦ * ^°'^- *^- '•9' 
|Bph.m. 15. . tx Cor. XT. 34. 
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enalfa dielrniortalboAieir. Foi^ as in AdiHn aHxHe^Jb 
in Ghrsft jhaii kil be made ntrve. 

Odcc more, Adam was tfee firft liotd and king of 
the world. " Being made a little lower than the in»- 
^els, he wa^ crowned with glory and honbiir. He 
had dominion over the w^rks of God's rhanids ; «nd 
all things wcte piJt under his feet : all iheej^ andnox- 
cn, the bea(b of the field, and whatfo'ifcver pafieth 
throng th« paths of the feas*.'' But, alas I theiio* 
minion of dirs lord of the inferior creation was ihort- 
lived ; for hetng rn iionoufy *he continued hht'\^ Never- 
thelefs, in the perfon of Jefus Chrift, God-hmn, the 
primeval fovereignty of the hnman nature is moflam* 
ply reft ore di for he ii made head Qver all things unto 
his bbdy the churchy both in the heights and depihs%. The 
jurifdidion of Adam/though wide, was ^ot uniyrrfal \ 
but the kingdom of Jiefns Chrift ruleth over all. He 
can, if he pleafes, ^xthigaifU the Ban anii the fan, 
whirh fhine by his pei^miflion. And of his gtiferni- 
- vient and peace there [fhali be nt erid^. * 

Now let us ebtne to the ma'rriige of our ^eat pro- 
gtenitor. God rfdw that it Was not good .for man to 
be alone II : he ciaft him into a deep ll«ep, opecis hi# 
fide, takes frbnr him u rib, by his cfcativi pkiwer 
forms a woman 4>f it, clofes the.wo«nd> prefects 
the newly forcfied creature to her hu&ansd^ who be- 
ing awaked,:knew wfept wasxlbne unto him, atod with 
■wonder acknowledged this laft and Heft^gift: of hfcaj- 
vcn, to be bone 6f liis bone, and ftefe of 'bis ftefH, F<ir 
this cauf^y fays the faxsred hiftorian,' ^*// /^ mhn teuv^ 
his father and mather^ and tt^ave u'n'io Ms wfi^^: "Nrir, 
may we be allowed to taliegorixc thte rilai hflBory ? 
Doe^ not the apoftle feem t6 fay, that this is fp6ken 
of Chrift and the church** ? Let us fi^odfeftly i>urf«ie 
the allegory a Fictle: The Ifeeond Adain,'r$ttt ht 
iftight give life and bewig to his beloved fpb^ffe^ the 
churbh, the mothfe5: of allthat sti-e truly livirfg^ >fra« 
content to deep tbe flcep t)F^eath.«' This ftebp <tf 
death was not theie&ft of n«a'^e, fot fee died n<]^t of 
old age or ficknefs ; but he was voluntarily caft into" 

* *1?ral. vlii. i, 4» 5- . t Wal.'xlix^ II. ' | Epi^. 5. ■%%, 

*• Ifa. ix. 7. II Gen. iiriB. ^ Vcr.34'.' ^•tjiK.V, $z. 
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\tf and was delivered, by the determinate connfel 
4ind forekno^vledge of God to be crucified and ilain. 
His fide was opened with a fpeat^ and from the gap- 
ing wound came w»ter and bloody that he might faoc- 
tify and cleanfe, and prefent to himftif a glorious 
church f not hatting fpot or wrinkle , or any futh thing*. 
By this deep of death, into which he was caft, he be- 
comes at once, her hufband and her father ; for (he 
. is a part of himfelf, of ^his body, of his fleibi and of 
bis bonesf . When be awaked at his refurredion^ kis 
wounds were healed ; he found himie If a glorious con- 
queror ; he faw the travail of his foul, and was fatif- 
fied. He ajcknowledges the relati^, and betrothes 
her to himfelf for ever in loving-kindnefs, in mer- 
cies, and in faithfulnefs. A bloody fpoufe was the 
church to thee, O dying Redeemer 1 So matchlefs was 
his love^ he left his Father and his mother to cleave 
to his unworthy bride — ^left his Father in heaven, 
when he came from thence in 1,0' this lower world, 
and confented to be forfaken for a feafon— left his mo- 
ther on earth, when he afcended on high as the Cap- 
tain^ of falvation.. He left the bUfled virgin that bare 
him to provide for herfelf ; he left the church of the 
Jews, although his mother-church, that he might 
cleave unto the Gentile, church, gathered put of all 
nations. 

Ladly, Adam wa^s the firft coyenant«^head and pub- 
lic reprefentative. It is true, the hii^ts of this tran(- 
a^ion are but fparingly given in the hook of Gene* 
(is, However> the truth of it i* clearly evinced from 
the tenor of divine revelation, and it is evident, that 
before the law. was given by Mofes, a Jaw was given 
to Adam, becaufe death reigned from i^dam to Mofes, 
and there behoved to be a. law. by, which this death 
did reign. For, as the infpir.ed apoftle argues witlv 
the greateft force, of reafon^ fin, is not imputed wher^ 
thtrt MJ no lawX* Was. there then a law before the 
covenant of Sinai? It was furely none other but th^ 
Jaw of works, which God gave to the firft map, in 
whosTi, as their covenant? he ad, his j^tilfcerity were ei- 
ther to ftand or fall. Full well we know the doleful 
♦ ^Pk. V. %7* t Vcr. 39- i-Kom, t,'J3* 



6 Typkul fenfms. :< ^ ' Book T. 

itvttst* Bat Ms4^yonfhtitn*sMfti'edhni^miaasf vieze^ 
'^dc fnnrrs: f%hyihfe ohtdieneie ^f ^me^ Jhedimaky he 
miidt righuvuii^. Tte firft A<to«i diffouighTnlide i}£f- 
<>b€y^d. the idiift ^aiy prec4^t| ^&d the iaft Adnm o- 
h^yed the moft'difficntc commatidmefit. Tl]le.firft A- 
dam^ being a «iafi, afieAed to be as O&d : the fecond 
Adam, being ^God, was fouAd in i^ibidfi asa tn'aa. 
The firft Adam wa« a&«lted by the devil in pal^dife, 
and teas ov^r^ome ; %ke fecond Adam wa« tempted in 
the Wilderneilk, by *he tame Walicidvre fpirit, bbt'he 
Was a cdnqtier^n t'he firft Adavn hreakiag tfa» ^a^w 
in one poinr, ^a« ^ilty ef all : the lad Adum «>b- 
ibrving it iia ev^ery pdin^t, did magnify a«id tnake k 
li6tfoak«able« The ^moment we becobie the chitdpeb 
of Adam by natural generation, we die, for a (m 
which we <:ouId n6t p^i^onally commit : the m^rnijent 
^t become the children of Chrift by regenisrpation, We 
arc mad<e aHve, l^ a irightcoviffiefs which we co«ild 
vkit afttially wbA out. In Adam we are c^Adl^mned 
fi&rt>ne fin ; botlhChrfft we atle jaftificd from in*«- 
jn^rable ofFeAces. In the firil: book* of the BM>le *we 
liave 'a melancho'ly relation-, how the fir(lAd4m was 
lb far from bein^ -able to tranfmit life aiid happiliefs 
to his *poft«f ity, or to give them to eat of the tree 
of life, that himfelf was dpvcn out from the terref- 
trial paradife, and debarred from all accefs to that 
facramental tree : but m the laft boAk of the facred 
, oracles, we are J>refent<rd with a vie^ of the focond 
Adam, in a far siare glorious place than that happy 
garden, and hear him declaring from his own mouth, 
*^ To him that overcomcth, will I giv« jto eat df the 
tree of life, that is in the midft of the paradife of 
Godf." 

For ever bleiTed be the glorious nameef God, thaft 
what the firft Adam did not keep, fhe lecbiid hath 
amply reftored to us r'^'For as in Adain fin hctth'rieJgn- 
cd Unto death ^fb grace hath reigndd through righ- 
Itcoufncfs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrjft bur Lord:]::*' 
yho is not only c6me that '* we might have life, but 
that we might have it more abundantly §.'* * 

• Rom. ▼. 19. ' t Rev, ii. 7. } Rom. 5. %i. % John x. lo* 
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1I> The Bijlory of Ka'ai, ' ■ \ 

npHAT Noah was a ^vre of Jdftu ClirKl, £tems 

liim by his religious fathers not without prcqphe tic 
inlllnS. ltt%niiies reil^ comfort^ and^ :ks feme hav)c 
ohferv^d, grace, whom its letters are a little trani- 
pofed. SoChrift is our confolation^ our reft, and by 
him .grace^ei^sMijito etenxaJ life. Of bim we nac^ 
truly fay witikfc the ftria»ft prbfuriety, ^ Thk fame 
Jiali cdsoffort us ccmcemliig tour work and toil of 
«ttr hasds *J* Noah ^^ was u juil m^^, aitd'pcaife& iii 
his generations^ ahdwaiked wiith God >t'^ when the 
wickedfiefs of men w&s grown to the moft escorbitaaM: 
height, and all fle(h had corrupted their way. He da- 
red to be good, when all wefre turniod degenerate ; and, 
fearleis of reproach or violf nee, he admonifiucd them 
of their wicked waysy preaching rightebufnefs in 
their afiemblies $. So Carift prelerved his integrky 
in every the fmalleft in&ance, in an ev^ and adulter 
rous generation, preachkig what he pra&ifed, with 
not unlike fuccefs to Noah. For it is written of hia 
in the pfalxns^ ^' 1 have preached righteoufnefs m the 
grciit congregation : K), I have not refrained my lip», 
O Lord, thou knoweft §." In fome feafonsof the Al- 
mighty's vengeance^ we are ihfbrmed; that the rigk- 
tebufnefs of Noah, Daniel,. and Job,, could not deliver 
aiinning people, nor yet their i^eai^eft relatiohs^'from 
the lifted ftroke [j. Truly Noah,. though. rig];iteoa#, 
could not by his nghteoaihcfs, avert the waters of 
the flood* . But the rigktebufilcfs of our adorable Bcf 
deemer is of fuch infinite value, andperfe^ion, as to 
deliver from death an innumerabkmulti.tude of trani^ 
greffors. 

But let us cheifiy cbn£der that memorable hi(lory of 
Noah, his preparingan arkfor thefaviHgofhishoufei^ 
the antytipe of which remarkable event, we ar'c 'inv 
•formed by the apoftle Peter, is *^ our being fiived-bjr 
baptifm (not the putting away ofthe filth: of the-flcfly, 
but the anfwer of a good confcien^ce towards 'Q<jA)^y 
•Gch.v.a9. t Chap, vi.' 6. '' ^il^et.il^. 
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the refurreaipn of Jcfus Chrift*.!* TJie long-fuffering 
of God was now tired out, and'his' Spirit ceafed to 
'■ ftrWe with rfebeliious men^whom all meaiis had proved 
ineS«dual. to reclaim. The time was come when.the 
threatened vengeance was to defcend: with refiftlefs 
fury. Noart?, being long before warned of God, had 
prepared an ark.againft the approaching deluge : for 
he believed God; and being moved with fear, he 
obeyed the commandment; of the Irord. He defpifed 
thejeei-s of t^euhbeJieving world, andconiidered not 
th« hu^e difSouhies he belioved to, fnrmount, before 
he couldget a vcfiel conflruded, of fuch abulk as would 
contain in its capacious hold, all forts of beads and 
birds, together with their neceflary provifions, for ft> 
long a time as he was to be their prifon^r. That God who 
commanded him, that God in whom he believed, and 
vhom he-feared, enabled him alfo both to begin and 
finiih« The Ihip is built, the cargo is taken in, the 
flood comes, and the water^ prevail above the talleft 
trees, and loftiefi mountains* The fiufulrace of man 
is buried in a watery grave. But the ark,, the peculi- 
ar careof heaven^ though without helmormaft, rides 
triumphant over the foaming billows, is preferved 
from dafhing on the craggy rocks, or founderii^ in 
the mighty waters. At length adove fetching in her 
mouth an olive-leaf f, informs the iahabitants of the 
ark, that the waters were abated. They are at laft 
releafed from; their tedious coniinementi The vene- 
rable patriarch, overwhelmed with gratitude for fuch 
a wonderful prefervation amidft th© howling wafte, 
facrifices unto the Lord, who^meUs a favour of reft %> 
and renews with him his gracious covenant, that he 
will no more curfc the ground for man*s fake. A glo- 
rious rainbow is feen over his head ftamping the 
clouds §, wliichfrom thkttimc became a peaceful fign 
that thewatcrs fhall neve i? more cover the face of the 
-earth j and that though the waves ihall tofs them- 
felves agaiiift the fandy (hores, they ihall never pre- 
vail, Who. fees hot^.xa this \vhole,tranfa<Stion, a 

lively^pidure of the m&tthod of our ftlvation by Jcfi^s 
Chrift from a far mofe dreadful flood, that fiiall, 

• Pet. iii. ai, %%* t ^^^ '^" '**•■ t Vcr. %l* % Chap.ix. I3- 



The Htjhry tf Ntuthk ^ 

fooiiief or later^ defc^nd upon the head of every fia* 
Ber ? In Jefa^ Chrid we have the antytipe of Noah^ 
both floating in the ark, ftanding at the aitar^ and 
compafled with the rainbow. Indeed he is at once the 
ark that faves us from the floods of divine wrath, the 
facrifice that atones the incenfed juftice of God, and 
the raitibpw. that makes our clouds of every fort to 
wearfweet.finiles. Though Noah's ark, and facrifice^i 
and ratttbow, were things different from himfe)f,and 
from one another, ia Jefu?s ChriA they are ali cont 
joined. 

What Hiprtal wit would have contrived fiich an exj 
pedient i3t4ie ark of Noah, ^o iaye from anuniv^-fal 
deluge ? There is no doubt but the whole icheme ap« 
peare^ very ridiculous to the generality of the world- 
Noah himfelf was not tihc contriveo* of thisproje^. It 
was wholly planned by. God, Even fo, if men and alir 
gels had tortured the.iy invention to fave a guilty 
world, they could, never have fo much as fuggefted 
that method which the .wifdoin of God ha s:f a 11 en up^|i 
in the mediation of Jefui Chrjift. So far. does |t trans- 
cend the thoughts pf^ioen^ that natiu rally they c<MHio$ 
receive the myfteiry of God's wilji. For }t is U the Jenof 

a ftumbling^bltKk, and H the Qreeksf^CkiiJhnefi *•. ^la 

this wonderful vcflel were found only c^ht.foula f. 
the little family of Noah ; and how fmall was that num^ 
her to the myriads tfao^t periihed in fhi^ w^av^s i £ve|i 
fo the flock of Chrift is bat a Uttle flock ; for though 
maHy are.^iiUtd^ yet fe^ Ure cht{fenX,- /O how un- 
fearchable are )hs judgmental ;It wajs no4qujbt yerj- 
ftrange to fee t£ie wildeft heafl.^ and bird^ dwelling 
peaceably together under the fame roof in that time 
of common danger : but not more (Irange thfiu wha^ 
happens every time when fintiers are converted unto 
God, and efttof intprhisfan^uary, Fpr in Jefas Qh^MH^ 
themen'pfravenoq.s aajtiires foji:get thoir n^jtnr^i f/arPr 
city, MnA ipurpn,. a$ the.el^ ot' Gpd, howol* of m^rh 
cy,hamblejief9'of.mind> nveekn€;f§, and )oQg'fc»|]^eri|igj 
and,ton(e the lofty 'ftile of the prophe.t, th^ maifflfnH 
-divell Viith the i(itHh\4Htd'the U&par.djM^ Ih don^^with 

the kidj and the youn^ lion and fatii fig together: 

• I Cor. i. 23 . t x^«t.aii. a<). -4 >Mat.^». i^.^ 
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they Jhall n^t hurt nor defiroy in all fny holy fnountain *, 
Drca"dfal, to be fare, were the bufFettings of the 
rolling furges on the fides of the ark, when 
>lieaven and earth Teemed to confpirc its roin ; 
but being protefted by a fuperior providence, the 
veflel, though heavy laden > weathered the ftorm^ 
preferved alive all the creatures that wcfre within her^ 
and at the lad reded apon the mountains of Ararat. 
So did the waves and billows of the Father's wrath, go 
over thine head, O fuffering Saviour, and the floods 
of ungodly men made theeanraidf : but thou waft more 
than a conqueror, and at lad did find thy red oti the 
mountains of eternal glory, having both faved thyfelf, 
and all that are found in thee : thou art our hiding" 
-place fir om the fiorm, and a covert from the fempejl. If 
It had not been the Lord vjho was on our fide, the waters 
of God* s wrath had f wallowed us up quick •• then the wa* 
ters had overwhelmed up, the fire am had gone over our 
head .• the proud^waters had gone over our foul J.--^When 
we ere told inthefacred hidory, that a dove alighted 
en the ark with the olive leaf, wharfhouldhrnder us 
to think of the Holy Spirit o»f Jefus Chrift, who alight- 
ed upon him, in* the waters of Jordan, in the likenefs 
of that gentle bird? and who brings glad tidings of 
great joy to all the inhabitants of the ark, when be 
^fliires them, by the mod incontefltble proofs, that 
the wmter of wrath i« jad, and the rain*is'ave]^ and 
gone §— :.---The hbly ^t^ fe now" gone forth at the ap- 
pbinted feafon-; and beholding the difmal defolation, 
\ik offers arfatoniiigfacrxfice of every clean> bird and 
bead} attdthe Lord' fmetled a favowr of red^ 'This'na-. 
turally kads' us to^ tlrink of hitn who gave himfelf for 
us an offeringandafacrificeofafwdctfmellingfavour.|| 
So well pleafed is God with Jefus Chrift, that with him 
lie eftabiiihes his covenant, and with all his feed, that 
t^hey fliali nev^r oome into Condemn at ion » Hear what 
himfelf declares by the mo^ith of the holy prophet Ila- 
•iah : This is- as the waters of Noah unto me : J or as I 
have.fUjorn that the waters of Noah Jhall no^more go over 
the earth ; fo^ have Ifworn that I would not be wroth with 

• Ifa, ri. 6, 9. t Pfal. xviii. 4. \ Pfal cxxir. 4. 
$. SoBg.ii. Z)^ |.Eph, ^», 
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thce^ nor rebuke thee ^ thou affii6feJ,tojfedwith tempeft, 
and not comforted*. See how the frowning clouds 
now fmlle with the glorious colours of the rainbow, 
the chcarful token of God's covenant. It is a bow, 
but it has no arrow ; and the face of it is turned 
away from us, in token of reconciliation. Such is 
the glorious transformation of all your afflidions by 
Jefus Chridy O ye heirs of righteoufn^. I'hey are 
clouds indeed, dark clouds, but fo far from drowning, 
they fhall even frudify your foul^ and make you re- 
vive as the corn. What before was an indication of 
wrath, and a caufe of fear, is now a token of love, 
and an encouragement of faith. A rainbow foi ever 
encompafles the throne of your Godf, though from it 
ihould proceed lightnings, and- thunders, and voices* 
Though, like that mighty angel in the Revelationj:, 
he ihould be clothed with a cloud in the difpenfa-- 
tions of his providence, his funny face will produce 
a rainbow round about his head. He is ever mind- 
ful of his covenant, and you need not fear the ter- 
rors of his glory. ^ 

III. The HiJIory of MeUhizedec. 

NOW we (hall come to the fhort, but compre* 
heniive hiftory of Melchizedec ; the figurative 
meaning of which is not only hinted to us in the fa- 
cred oracles, but the Holy Ghod condefcends to en- 
ter on a very particular explication of it§. The nar- 
rative related by Ntofes is fhortly thisjl. The patri- 
arch Abram had, with his little array, furprifed and 
defeated the forces of the cfonfederate kings who had 
plundered Sodom,and, among other prifoners, had car- 
ried away captive his kinfmau Lot, who, living in that 
wicked city, was now a very flngular bleffing to his 
iinful fello'v-citizens, being the occafion of their rcf- 
cue frcm the invaders of their country. As he re- 
turned from the llaughter, he was met by the king 
of Sodom, with another king of^ very different cha*- 
ratter : his name was Melchizedec, whicli though ^ 

• Ifa. liv. 9. t R«^* *"^' 3* • * ^*P' *• * 
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very fine one, for it fignifies king ofrights^u/hefs, was 
notunCuUable to his real chara<5ler^ and is a proper 
admonition to all other king* for what thieiy fhould 
be diitinguiflied. The name of hk city was Salem : 
whether it was that Salem where Jehovah after- 
wards had his tabernacle^ er another place of the 
fame name is notprecifely determined. However, W€ 
are aflttred, th^t upon this pccaifion h^brou^t fortji 
bread and wine, not as a faerifice to God, O y-c Pa- 
piils,butto refreihthe patriarch's men, fatigued Vlth 
toil. But the moft extraordinary circuraftance of all 
is, that, though living In that wicked coantry, h« 
was prieft of the Moft High God, and veft^ with rc- 
g»l drgnlty. JVhen' all arotnd him were fuokin fa- 
perftltipn and idolatry, this illafttious Gentile re- 
tained the knowledge of the true Ged, and thought 
it no difparagcmettf<jf his kingly honour to ofiiciate 
m the folenip rights of his holy worihip. The hof- 
pitahle monarch was a no lefs religious prieft. As 
in flic former' capacity, he hrought forth brcacl and 
wine ; fo in the latter, he blefledthc renow|t>ed pa- 
triarch, and received from him tithes of all. Thus 
far the facrci'd ftory. >JSot from what parents he de- 
Jf^ended) f^^trep h^ w^s^ boror QX y^)sicn he.di^d, who 
were his predeceflor^^ lOir who fucceeded Jxim,^arc 
jq^eftioa^ we iire ijot permitted to jreibiy,e. Andeveji 
ihe file»Pte iif the ftripti^ir^ is ei^preffivc : For he 
nvat wade If he tffit.O'fhe,^$n sf 6^o</, ;b,oth in what Mo- 
.^s relates CQn$:je]rpiQglii|iv and, in what -he, conceals 
fyi^n tb^ ^^rious inquirer- . Let us carefully obferve 
th^i'e two heads , pf ref^mbjaijice, and we /h^Leaiily 
atoderijiaad how I^«vi.d in fpi^it fays of the Meifiah, 
.T'/^fl/i art .a.Priifp f&r ever, after the order of D(LcUhize^ 

Weihall firft begin with. what Mofes relates of thk 
extraordinary nw», — -To wh^m can his i>a:fn^ Mekhi- 
zedec fo properly belong as to the King that re;gpis vgi 
righteo«?fn^is ; wh/^,. ri^teoiis timfelf, Jhas ^wroiigli 
for all his fubiec'ts. ft.ju/tifyiqg rightepu^iiefs hy, th^ 
merit of his blood, and works in all his fubje<as a 
fan^ifying righteoufnefrby thd^ power of his Spirit ? 
VPW. ex. 4. I" ' ' 
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He, he is the King of Salem^ wbick is by iaterpre- 
Ution, King of peace. Peace is the difpofition for 
w)sich he was renowned, who with his dying breath 
implored fc^rgivenefs to his bloody murderers : peace 
is the grand bleiCng he died to purchafe, asd livetf 
to confer. O gjiorious peace, of which righteooijiefs 
is th& foundation, and joy in the Holy Ghoft the in- 
feparable ^ttendast I Hailyye fubje^s of his anfpici- 
ons gave rnmeAt^ who call the bleffings of Sis purchafe 
all your own ! Lo in your princely Saviour, the great 
Jehovah lays afidp hi» viadidive wrath, and be- 
comes your }oving Father ; the angels no more fland 
alopfi %^% commenfe your ^minifters and* guardians ; 
the inferior creatures ate turned into your faitbfial 
friends and alli^s.i the Jews and Gentiles,, forgetting 
their foTHier cqmity, JQin ill tl|e moH cardial friend- 
ihip $ and confc^nqe, na mpre an accuier, whifpers 
pefl^ce in gcntlcft accesKts. Though ixt the 'world, j ou 
Jhauld have tribulation ^ypt in him you JhaU have peace » 
l>PriacerQf;pe^C€,eKteiftdthc borders of thy peace- 
fa^ kin^om far and^wid^, ,^n4 let the wifhed period 
^ofae, when the nations ihall learn war no inore ! O 
let ithy peace r«le in our hearts> through thcfe tu- 
multuoui^ {cencs of lifoi andbring^us at laft to thcfe 
calm regions of joy and felicity, where' pteaoe ex- 
te&ds her dove-like wings for ever and ever !' - i Tg 
hroiught forth hread and viine^ Xq refrcih the hungry 
.and thirftyXoidiers; when returning from the llaugh- 
ter of the kings. SdpIi is the refre&ment which the 
tru« Melchizedei^ affoi^d^s, and t^ill afford to all that 
are -truly engaged in the fpiri tual warfare . He has 
fpep.are-d of his goodnjeff for the po6r* O come unto hintp 
and you Jhail never hungpr $ telhve an him^ and you 
JhdlLneioer thirft^ Eat of his bre^d, and drink of the 
wine inhf^h' he has, mingled. Huppy they who fliall 
c6nqu€r iu the holy warfare, S^rt}^ Jhall eat of the 
hidd'e-ti manna^ and the Lamb in the midjl of the throne 
JhaUfeed thewv-^-^A^d be utfasi f fie ft of the Mofl High' 
Gi>d^ An b«novir not ufutiHy- appropriated to thcfe 
that fit on thrones ; for God hiinfelf was plcafed to 
provide a^ainft the Mondliia of itofc oflices in th« 
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commonwealth of Ifrael. Witncfs thy fate, Uzzi- 
ah,* who fnatching at the cenfer, loft theTceptre. And 
fhall the tripple-crowned prieft of Rome, who exalts 
himfelf above all that is called God, go always unpu- 
niihed? But of Jefus Chrift, a prophet teftiiies, He Jhali 
fit and rule upon hhthrone\; as once he was a king upon 
his crofs. And he blejfed Ahram. So Chrift, our royal 
Prieft, was f|nt of God to blefsthe children of Abram^ 
not with a verbal, but real benediction, in turning 
every one of us from oar iniquity ; and men Jhall he 

bleffed in him* Confider, in the laft place, hov} great 

this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave 
the tenth of the fpoils ; and, is we may fay, even Levi, 
inrho received tithes from the people,, by the com« 
mandment of God, was tithed in thr loins of his pro- 
genitor. A moft convincing proof, that this Melchi- 
zedec was both a greater man than Ab ram, and a 
greater prieft than Aaron. But we Chriftians have 
a great High-Prieft, in whofe prefence Abram muft 
3iot glory, Levi has no pre-eminence. To our Mel- 
chizedec, the royal priefthood, the holy nation, the 
peculiar people, do pay, not only tithes, but all they 
iiave and are, when they prefent their bodies a liv- 
ing facrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which is 
2heir reafonable fervlce J. 

But the cbcumftances which Mofes conceals, are 
TiO lefs worthy of our notice than thofe he reveals. 
In vain you aik his genealogy, his birth, his death, 
or the ceremonies of his^confecration : for thofe are 
-buried in darknefs ; the Holy Ghoft intending to fig- 
nify, that Jefhs Chrift is really and truly what this 
myfterious king is in the hiftory. Without father, 
— not as he was God, but man. — Without mother, — 
3iot as he was man, but God. — ^Without defcent, — for 
having no predeceftbrs in office, he needed not prove, 
*hat he was fprung from the prieftly tribe ; which 
vas an eflential qualification in the Levitical prieft- 
liood — Having neither beginning of days, nor end 
mi life, — for being fet up from everlafting, he abideth 

f 4 Chron.xivi; i3. f J?^5hv.vi. i^., ,. ibRom. 3u;. X^ *" 
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? prieft continually : for though he died, yet even » 
death he was a prieft, and now he ever Hveth to 
make interceflioa.for them. — Whatihall we fay more I 
In the order of Aaron were many priefts, who, like 
other mortals, refigning their breath by the firoke of 
death, their prieftly honour was laid in the duft with 
them. We know from whence they arofe ; with what 
carnal ordinances and ceremonies they' receive their 
inauguration ; what faerifices they offered ; in what 
holy places they officiated ; who aflifted them in their 
various fundions^ and who fucceeded them when 
they either died, or were depofed from their office. 
But the prieft after the order of Melchizedec, being 
poflcfled of immortal life, and called of God without 
external ceremonies to his high office, himfelf was 
his tabernacle and temple, affilled by none^ nor fuc- 
ceeded by any. In Melchizedec, whom Mofes fpeaks 
of as though he had been immortal, we have but in- 
deed a faint ffiadow, and not the very image of the 
things themfelves, that arc found in Jefus Chrift. 
But let the faintnefs of the refemblance remind us of 
the greatnefs of the myftcry. For who Jhall declare 
his generation ? 

IV. the Htftory of Ifaac, 

NEXT we ffiall glance at a very extraordinary- 
piece of hiftory, of the moft difficult command^ 
ment that was ever given to any of the human race ; 
yet was it pun&ually obeyed, and the obedience am- 
ply rewarded. , It is the ftory of Abraham's offering 
up his fon Ifaac at the commandment of the I ord*. 
The famous jpatriarch had endured many trials, and 
proved the fincerity of his faith by a long courfe of 
obedience, and ftedfaft dependance on the divine ve- 
racity, from the time he was called to leave his na- 
tive Ur in the land of Chaldea* Long did he count 
him faithful who had promifed, that he ftiould have 
a fon, in whom all nations ihould be blefled, even 
when the accompiiibment of the promife feemed 
next to impoffibie. At laft the expcAed child is 
• See Gen. xxiU 
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bofn, a fon of his old age ; he fidorifhes apace, and 
is now flttfiied with the- Tadient blotfm of youth, 
both lovely ai>d beloved. Thfe Joyful fatl^cr might 
BOW think, that the moft trotiblefome fceaes ' of 
life were- happily finifhcd, and that it remained for 
him only to die in faith atod peace. But how greatly 
would he been miftaken ? The forcft, the -ftafp- 
cft trial yet remained : " For it came to pafe afeer 
thefe things, that God did tempt Abraham. And he 
i^id. Take n^w thy fon, thine only fon Ifaac,7whoin 
thoa loveft, andgfct thee into the land of Mow-ah, anrd 
offer him there for a burat-offering, upon bnie off the 
mountains which I fhall tell thee ofV Shocking pre- 
cept! n^yfterious mandate J I>id e»ver fuck a meifage 
from God wound a parent's ear I Had the voicefrom 
heaven denounced, that Jfaac was to die a natiaral 
death, and to be fnatched away by a fudden ftrokc, 
the tidings had been mimrnful a^jd agonizing. But 
how mich mor^ when it was declared, that the h^nd 
ijf' violence moft be Itft^d againft him, that he moft 
he offered up fcrr a bttmt-facrifice, botcheifed, iftan- 
gted, and reduced to a/hes ? But the crofwntTVgdf- 
cumftance that fets forward the calamity, and r\?n- 
ders it worfe than a thoufand deaths ; the father muft 
be the prieft to bind, to kill, to cut, to buxn.his be- 
loved fon, Abraham, what were the thoughts of thy 
heart wben thy e^trs firft heard fuch dreadful or- 
ders \ you were ac(;uftomed to hear the voice of God 
fpeaking, in more fooLhi*jg accents. Hadtt thou not 
been an extraordinary believer, ifato >f^hat a teippeffl: 
had all thy foul bej^ toflbd ? How mi^ht ^eafon^ aa^ 
tural affedtion, and religion, have ^11 confpired to 
perfuade thy dilbbedience ? .^. Offer up' thy fon, thine 
only fon Ifaac, for a burnt- offering! Can this be tlie 
voice of God ? Sure it muil be the voice of fome wick- 
ed fplrit, that would impofe upon my cre^uLitv,'and 
urge a father to imbrue Jiis hands in filial brood. Hut 
ftay : the revelajtion is un(jue(lionabre. ' It was the 
very voice or G64^ lam not permitted fo much as 
to doubt of thrs. Surely then it muft have foine other 
meaning tban I firft thought. Surely the merciful 
• Gen. xux, I, a. 
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God caAilot mean that I Ihould really kill my Ifaac* 
Take now thy fon> thine only* Ton, and o£Fer him up 
for a burnt«olPering. Alas ! min^ Ifaac^ was it for this 
I received thee by fpeclal promife f Was it for this 
thy mother brought thee forth> when ihe was paft 
her age, and I called thee by a name expreffive of 
joy and laughter ^ How ill doft thou now anfwer 
thy name ! Thou art not a fon of laughter, but of for* 
row. Q God, why couldft thou not rather have de- 
manded all my numerous flocks and kids, to frnok^ 
in ane great burnt-offering? Or if a human facrifice 
delighted thee more, why fliould my Ifaac, rather 
than any other, be the vi6tim ? O that I could redeem, 
his life with my own blood ! 

^' And mud I too be the prieft ? MujGk he bleed by a. 
father's hand i Ah ! what will the world fay f -They 
will never believe me, when I tell them it was by 
thy order I did it. What will Sarah fay I But, chief- 
ly, what will conve of thy own promife f How will 
he be the father of many nations, when he is no 
more ? O ye nations ! I thought that ^n this my Ifaac 
you would all be blefled : but now farewell for ever 
all fkch plealiBg hopes« Ifaac mull die, and the pro- 
mife fails £ot evermore 1" 

But fo ftro9g was. the faith of this eminent believ- 
er, that either fuch mifgiving thoughts were altoge- 
ther ftrangers to his mind, or they were fooJi repel- 
led. He wifely con^dered, that what God had com- 
manded could hot be wrong, and what he had pro- 
mifed could not be falfe. *< Be hu(ht all unbelieving 
fears : fox he who ga^ve an Ifaae from the barren womb 
to fulfil his promife, can, if he pleafe, for the fame 
reafon reftore him from the burning altar. . Come then, 
without delay, obey the high command, believing 
that what he has proinifed^ he is able alfo tq perform.*' 

No fooner had the* early dawn begun to appear 'm 
the eaftern iky, than the refolved. patriarch iprings 
from, his couqh, faddles an afs, takes with him the 
intended victim and fervants, a? much wood as he 
thought necefl^ry, and proper utenfUs for the future 
facrifice. Thr^e 4av^ they t,ravclk4 oji thi^ ftran&ft 
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jottrney^ VLtiA all that fpa«e he looked on his fon as 
dead^ but the fready purpofe of his foul was- not &a- 
ken. On the third d^y the fatal hUls of Moriah are 
defcfied at a diftance^ the fervants are left behind, 
the wood is laid on Ifaac/and Abt am carries ■ the 
fire and the knife. And now^ after fom« end«ariiig 
convcrfation, they are arrived at th« a>pp%inted 
place. The altar is built^ the! wood is laid in order^ 
the plot is doubtlefs revealed to Ifaac by his fedate 
father ; and Ifaae^ though fully able to^ hai^ made 
^ Tcfiftance, or delivered himfclf by flight, is not re- 
corded to have attempted the one or- the otheit^ for 
the fame aknighty power that touehed the patwardi's 
heart, and made him \^lling to give the deadly ftab, 
did alfo beyond all doubt, make likac no ifeh willing, 
chearfully to receive it. He k bound like ^Hfofiher 
vidim, he is laid upon the altai^, and tbe hsfid now 
grafps the fatal knife to be lodged in hia goiltlcfs 
breaft, when \o, a heavenly voice forbids the bloody 
deed, and the patriarch's willing mind 16 a^cept^d 
for the aftual'fierificc. His fear of God is highly 
applauded, ».nd by his works his faith wa«'p^ove4 to 
"be perfed. '^ Abram, yt)u fpared not yo«|* fcm for the 
fake of my command-, but 1 fpare him' for ttee fafee of 
thy obedience^ Receive him again withmy bleffing. 
He {halt be the progenitor of the Melfiah^ and all the 
nations (hall be blefied in him.*' A ram caught by 
the horns in the tHi<:ket fupplies the room of IlkiKc, 
and the grateful patriarch acknowledges tbe h^-ppy 
providenx:e, in calling ^he name of the pi^ce Jeho- 
vah JiREH. And^after wards \v became a common : 
proverb. ^' In the mount of theLordfliall itbefeen*;" 
O the inconceivable power ^of faith, that ^sa^i ren- 
der the moft difficult duties fo eafy ! Nor is there a bet- 
ter way far the children of Abraham to» in fui« t|ieir 
4earcft enjoyments> and improve them to the higheft 
advantage, than by refigning them> totaUy reftgning 
them ro the Sovereign will of Gcrd:', Rut furely ahigh- 
er my Aery wascontkined in this eittTaor<iinay oecur- 
rence. Who can forbear here to think of the adora— 
We my ftery of redemptidn by Jefos Chrift i <* Karr 
* G«B. xxii, J44. 
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Cod To loved the world, as not to fpare his osvn 
Son, but delivered him unto the death for us all*.'' 
Methiaks the lancuage of this whole tranfadion was 
as if Godhad iaid, " Ye children of meui hear you 
what my faithfbl fervant and friend has done upon 
this niouAtain> in chearfully facrificing his only fon 
toteftify>i»4ti^e to God. Ey the fame method 1 will 
declAp^my lov^ to a. periihiag world, by giving ray 
only bogotten Son t^fall a facrifice for fin. In this 
mountain fhall the fwordof juftice awakeagainft him 
hj his own Gdtiient ; and what has now been done 
only in a figur^, fhall be really tranfadcd.at the ap- 
pointed tinrn* Meanwhile let rams, and other beaAs, 
be facrificed as a memorial of this grand bttrnt-offer- 
ingi but let no human blood fmoke on my altars." 
But more particularly to enumerate the impor*- 
tanc predid:ioQs of this prophetical hiftory. It con- 
tained, firft of all,> a> lively intimation, that in the 
ftrlnefs of time a human facrifice Ihould be oil^red up. 
Indeed it is but jiift. and equa-lthe nature that finned 
ihouldfufFer: for how can the blood of harmlefs bealls 
atone for the fins of guill^y men f And this might feem 
to have been confefled' by the horrid, cufiom that 
obtained in* the Gentile world, of facrificingmen to 
appeafe the' wrat^ of their deities. But the living and ' 
true Goddifchargedfuch direful offerings under the (fc- 
vcrefV penalties, not only for their evident bai»barity,. 
but becanfe they encroached upon the plan of his in- 
finite wifdomr and antic ipatedthie great propititaion> 
wha was- to be a. human facrlficoj although he .w«s no . 
ordinary perfouf aw» Ifaae was notan ordinary fon. 
Like /faac he wasi:he Son and heir> the Son of God and 
the heir, of all things.— A beloved. Son ^ for he was 
daily his dt^iight, before the mountaiiis were brought • 
forth; and^oftener than once it was declared by a 
voice from. the excellent glory ^' This is my beloved 
Son in whomiam well pleafedf.'* An only Son ; for an-- 
gels and faints, though ftiled the Sons of Gody have no 
daimto^lnchafonfliipas the fflial Godhead i^pofleaid. 
ofr Ifaacj thy birth was altogether fcxtraiirdinary, 
both by the father's an4 mother's fid^ furpaffingtkc 
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ordinary courfe of nature ; but (liU more amazing is 
the generatlan of oui* atoning facrifice, whofe f^her 
aa God was tke aVl-glarijouii Jejiovah, and whofe 
mother was a. virgin. The event of his bLcth, liW 
Ifaac's, was long foretold^ and ardently expeded be- 
fore it happened; but though long delay ed»^ the pro« 
mife was pundually fuliilled at the appointed time. 
His name imported joy and gladnefe. In Jefus, thc^ 
true Ifa^c, our mouths ihall be filled with laughter, 
and our tongues with melody. 

Aik you the manner of his death ? Behold it in 
this lively type. For ai* Ifoac carried the wood, fo 
the. beloved Son of God- carried his crofs\ Q ye chii- 
drenof men, your iniquities were the heavy load he 
bore in his own body on- the tree. Thpfe, lijte the 
wood that was Intended ta reduce Ifaac ta aflies, ren- 
dered him combuftible to the fire of divine wrath. 

It was far no crim^ that Ifaac was to fuffer death, 
in this tragical manner, yet fuchwas his 61ial piety, 
fuch was his reverence of the high co^nmatid, that he 
made no attempt to fave his life, though he was able 
to have done it, being arrived at his youthful primje. 
Even fo, the innocent Redeemer, in whom w^ found 
BO caufe of death, no not by hi^ very judge, he ab* 
horred not the ignominipus crofs ; he fpared not to 
employ all the legions of angels that were ready ath^s^ 
«back ; he never attempted to make his efcape^ when> 
his time was come, which he had often done befpiNs. 
Though he had throughly digefted in, lus mind the 
doleful circumftances of his crucifixion, he: betrayed 
XLOt the leaft u^iwillingnefs. to fubmit to his heavenly 
Tather's wUl, even wJtien> his human heart Ihrinked 
at the bitter cup. ^' J lay down," fays he, *^ my life : 
no man taketh it from me. This commandment have 
I received from the Father *.. Father, npt.my wiU, 
but thine be done f..** 

It was by a wound from the hand of his father, a- 
lone that Ifaac was to breathe out hi3 fbul^ and by 
him alone was the funeral pJJe to be lighted.u^,. For 
thefe purpoCes, we arc informed rn thc^ facred hiftp- 
ry, he carried the.fire an4 tb«.k"i^ei It was not th« 
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envy of the Jews ; it was liot the covetoufncfs of Ju- 
das; itwas not the irrefolotien of the cowardly Ko- 
man judge 9 that chiefly copfigned our Ifaac over to the 
tormenting crofs : but beiBg .delivered by the deter- 
minate counfel and foreknowledge of God, thcftf only 
proved the fmful executioners of the high decree. 
Thy burning anger againd the fonsof men, O heaven- 
ly father ! was the fire that preyed upon his holy foul. 
Thy juftice, inflexibly fevere, was the keen ^aihing 
fword which awaked againfthim> and. drank hit vital 
blood. '* It pleafed the Father to bniife him : thou 
didft put him to grief.**' And truly many of the fuf- 
feririgfl of our dying Redeemer wereof fuch a natufe, 
that none but God could infli^^ and none bnt God 
could have endured. 

Beyond all peradventure, the fcene where thefe 
-things were tranfafted by Abraham, being in the land 
of Moriah, could not be far diftant from the horrid 
eminence of Calvary, or the lovely heights of Zion. 
it is a ^if ccrmftance by no means unworthy of OUr CSf^" 
ful attention, that the true propitiation was offered 
up nearly in the falne place where the beloved fon 6f 
Abraham was to expire upon tl\e altar. Ye nlotih- 
tains of Moriah, your name may now be Jehovah 
JrREH for tetter reafons than when Abraham offered 
up, forhisHaac, the rara^^hich. was caught in the 
thiclcet ; for God has now provided Jiimfelf a Lamb, 
and in thefe mountains the Lord was feen putting 
away fin by the facf ifice of himfelf. 

It waf? not poffible for a mortal creattrr'e to igive a 
higher document of Jove to God, than by facrifrcing 
for his' fake ai deafly beloved and only fon. The 
whole hiftoryfs fo ama/mg, that weknow Aot whe- 
ther we iholfld moft admite the ftfange command- 
ment, or the unparalled obedience. Even fo, it was 
not poffible for the immortal God to give a nobleY de- 
monftration of love to men; than by delivering for 
their fake his onfy begotten Son to die fbr theii' of- 
fences J the whole tranfadi-oA, from firfl tolaft, is of 
fbch uncommon jiaUtre, and f o foreign to every hn.* 

• Ifa. Kil. itJ. - ^ ^ 
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man plan for acceptance with God, that to the. wife 
Greeks it was mere foolifhnefsi and to the Jews a 
ftumbing-block. As Abraham could not without fait^ 
have acqaiefed in the precept^no more can we without 
faith acqoieib in the gofpel-pian. He confulted not 
with Sarah^ when he was called to obey ; and when 
we are called to believe^ we muft not confult wit}^ 
vain philofophy. Th6ugh in the myftery of Redemp- 
tion there is a depth of wifdom^ thy line, O Reafon, 
is too fhort to found its bottom. Reafon, efpecially 
in its depraved iVate^ may not unfitly be compared to 
the patriarch's afs^ whichftayedat the footofthe hill, 
but afcended not with Ifaac to the facrifice. It is 
the province of faith alone to afcend this hill of 
the Lord^ and comprehend the iove of God which 
paffcth knowledge. 

Ifaac, it is true, was not facrificed ; and there was 
no need that God fhould raife him from the dead^ as 
the patriarch perhaps expeded. But as he was lu a 

. manner a dead man during all the three da^s that in- 
tervened betwixt the fentence being pafied againfl 
him, and the reverfing of it by the heavenly voice, it 
may be truly faid, that " in a figure he w:as received 
from the .dead *.'* Exadly fo, our true Ifaac was 
received on the third day from the dead, not in a fi- 
gure only. Like Ifaae, he felt no harm; but, '* O 
death, he was thy plague ; O grave, he was thy de- 
ftrudion \*** Like Ifaac, he returned to his Father's 
houfe from whence he can^e, and became a father of 
many nations, who are begotten again to a lively 
hope by his refurredlion from the dead : for thus the 

. prophet Ifaiah foretels, with admirable plainnefs aad 
propriety, '^ When thou, O heavenly Father, ihall^ 
make his foul an offering for fin, he fhall fee his feed, 
he fhall prolong his day«, and the pleafare of the 
Lord fhall profper in his hand J.'* 

Forbear, ye children of men, anxioufly to inquire, 

*' Wherewith fhall I come before the Lord, and how 

/hall Ibow my felf before the High God ? Shall t give 

my firft-born for my tranfgrefBon, and the fruit of my 

• Hcb. si. 19. \^UqL xiii, 14^ t Tfa. lili. IQ. 
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body for the fin of my foul \ For lo, he has given his 
firft-born to atone for your tranfgreffion^ and the Son 
of his love to expiate the fin of your fouls by the fa- 
crifice of himfelf. Thus*hathhe fliewcd you what is 
good ; and wKat doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do juftly, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy 

. y. The Hiftory of Jaeoh. 

THE hiftory of Jacob's life is alfo ftorcd with ve- 
ry remarkable incidents, not unlike thofe which 
befcl our Lord Jefoii Chrift, or which have befallen 
the church, 'Which is his body, and his other felf, in 
all ages of the world. The truth of this will eafily 
appear in the following parallel. 



I. The Patriarch Jacob 
was chofen by God, whp 
loved him before he was 
born, to be the progeni- 
tor of the Jewifc nation, 
who alfo were chofen in 
fa^m rather |;haa the pof- 
terity of £fau, called in 
the ftile of the prophet the 
border jof wickednefs, and 
the people agalnfl whom 
the l,ord h^fh indignation 
for ever.-^ — 51. From this 
patriarch the Jews, the 
peculiar people, of God, 

are named Ifraelites^ ^ 

3. From him fprung the 
twelve patriarchs, who* 
were the f^th^rs of that 
holy nation according to 
the fleih, — 4, Many and 
great were the hardships 
which this patriarch con- 
lii&ed with during the. 



I . The Lord Jefus Chrift, 
bping from all everlafting 
the peculiar obje^ of the 
Father's love, was chofen 
by him before the moun-. 
tains were brought forth . 
to be the Father of the 
nations of them who are 
faved ; who are chof/en in 
him that they fhould be 
holy and diftinguiihed 
from the world that lies 
in wickednefs. — 2. From 
Jefos Chrift, the chofeii 
generation are named 
chriftians.— — g. And the 
twelve apoftles . of the 
Lamb, are the fathers of 
the holy nation according 
to the fpirit. — 4. Behold 
and fee, was ever any for- 
row like unto his \ for 
his 'whole life was si con* 
tinual war with wp. He 
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courfe pf his pilgrimage ; 
for it appears that be was 
the ii^oft affllded 'of all 
his race, bptK oa ajccount 
of the ,trcat^nent he met 
with frpm: £fav», from 
Laban, and from God 

himfclf. 5. Very early 

he began to ftruggie with 
bis. rough brother YSw^ 
wha Qarriod' his eiwnity 
tp Ittch a h'^h . pitch,. J4S 
to refqlve tq jnurder him 
f9r np . Qt^^^r fault;, thftyi 
exciuding him from ; ^bQ 
privilege of birthright, 
which himfelf had juftly 
forfeited, by felKng it for 
a morfel of meat ; and 
therefore when he would 
afterwards have' inherit- 
ed the bleffing, he xould 
not by all his te^rs induce 
his father to bellow it 

iippiX • him.-^ <S. In' vain 

fjiall you thinks O pro- 
fane Efau, to thwart the 
unalterable decree i^ for 
the elder fliall ferve the 
younger, and the ppfte-« 
rity" of Jacob fliall put. 
garrifons in thy ftrong 
boIds.--7.;With his ftaft" 
he p. Hed over Jordan, 
an exile from his father's 
houfe ; he ferved for a 
wife, and. returned again 
with much fubftance, hav- 
ing multiplied into two 

bands; —8. He fpoiled 

J<aban of his fubftance 
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was afflided by the world, 
harrafled by the devil, and 
auji perfecuted .^ven by 

Qod bimfelf, 5, Early, 

very early he Jelt the cf- 
feifts of the world's . uu- 
. deferved malice, Ahd his 
rough brethren the Jews 
were fo highly incenfed 
againft him* as to imbrue 
their hands in his blood. 
And wherefore did ye 
^ thus hate him O ye mali- 
ciouj^ Jc\ys. ! It .was b^- 
Cjaufe yoi^ gloried ia your 
birth-rlght,,and could not 
cndtire that the kingdom 
of God 'fliould, according 
to his do£lrnie, be taken 
from-yon and transferred 
to the diefpHed Gelitiies, 
tbough you had juftly for- 
feltexl all title fo fdch a 
glorious prerogative by 
your great contempt of 
fpiritual and heavenly 

bleflings. -6. But be of 

good chear, ye children 
of JefusGhrift, your Lord 
and Mafteir h^s overcome 
the world. And the time 
fhaii"come, when thefaints 
of the Moft High fliall 
take the kingdom ; and it 
fliall be faid, Who is this 
that Cometh from Edom, 
with dj^ed garments from 

Bozrah ? ^^7. With tl^e 

ftlflof his crofs.he pafled 
over the Jordstn of death ; 
and waoiderixig an exile 
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and idols. But when he from heavcii^ his Father's 



houfe, he took on him 
the form of a fervant^ 
.(fuch was his love to the 
church ;) and afterwards 
was followed by the two 
bands of Jews and Gen- 
tiles.— 8. The • devil fof- 
pe<Eting that this was the 
ftrong man who was to 
fpoil his goods, and utter- . 
ly abolifhthe idols, fie roe •*, 
]y adaulted him ; but when 
the prince • of this world 
came unto him in the day. 
of. his temptatioii, he 
found nothiBg in him ; 
and wheA-he left, our Sa- 
viour, the angel? came 
and miniAered vnto him. 
But th^ confli6l which' our 
Lord had wij:Ji the w:rath 
of God, was. the greateft 
of all his tpfflidions. ..It. 
was the lively feelings of 
almighty anger that ma^c 
him fweat blood : when 
retired fromhi^difciples,, 
and expedtihg tl^eirouiti^- 
tpde to c,omp upoi^ him. 
with fwords and ftaves, 
^ he offered up prayers apd 
fupplications wiih tfrpng 
cries and tears, to him 
, that w^as able to fave him 

frpra death. But at laft 
he prevails to obtain the, 
V ; . . , blefling; having endured 

• the wrath pf God. ... 

And as Jacob was obliged to go down to Kgypt i»: 
Ills old age, to preferve his life from a cruel fanwnc ; 



followed after* him, to 
rummage • Jacob's tents, 
he found nothingthat be- 
longed to him. And when 
he departed from Jacob, 
the angels of God met 
him, and he called the 

place Mahanaim. But 

the confiid: which Jacob 
had with God was by far 
the moft myfterious afflic- 
tion. Never was the pa- 
triarcTi in greater dif- 
trefs. Retired from his 
family, and all alone, ex- 
pefting his brother Efau 
to copie upon him with 
four hundred armed men, 
he pours out his prayer 
to God ; and there wreft- 
led a man with him till 
the breaking of the day, 
to whom he wept and 
made fupplication. But 
at laft he is yi^orious ; 
his life is preferved ; and 
he obtains the bl effing. 
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fo Chrift Jefus fled ipto Egypt when he was a child^ 
to preferve hts life from a bloody tyrant^ After- 
wards was the faying of the prophet fulfilfej, " Out 
of Egypt have I caned my Son*." And> lafily. As 
Jacob left the wot W blefiing his fpns/ fo Chrift left 
the world blefling his apoftles. 

But he was alfo a type of the myftical body of 
Chrift^ and indeed of every faint, — whether you view 
Irim as'chofen in. the womb,— ftriving at his birth, — 
biiyin^' f he birthright, — meeting the angels of God^ 
\rreftHErg with' the Angel of the covenant, — or buri- 
ed in Canaan after a trbutilefome life. Behold in all 
th^fe ah emblem of every one who is an Ifraelite in- 
dfeed: "-/"■.' 

Hfe eleftion In the Womb fignifies how all the feed 
of Jacob, are chofen to falvation. ** Was not Efau 

Jacob's brother^,** his elder brother and indeed a 
Toriger child ? for. his hairy fldn portended the vi- 
gour of his conftitution. Yet was he not chofen to 
inherit the patriarchal bleflihg. The happy perfons 
whom he chhfes to inherit the blcflings of eternity, 
are fo far from being better than other their ftllow- 
cy-eatut-es, that for the mo ft part, they are greatly in- 
ferior both !n the" endowments of the mind, and out- 
ward worldly diffiii(aion$. *' Even fo, Fathfer, for fo 
it fe^ed good in thy .fightt !" 

His ftruggjing at his birth, when he took hold of 
his'brp|;b,'prl;heel^ might be intended to fignify, that 
evei^ true ffrjaetite miift ftrive, before he come to 
the pofleffibn of thbfe bleflings that are deflgned for 
hitri in the '^vrpoffc ojT God. Eleding love indeed 
preterits, but rioj? eiclttdes our fighting the good fight 
of feftjf, and laying hold upon eternal life. Mifera- 
bly (hstll they be disappointed, who dream of feizing 
the kingdom of heaven without violence. When the 
hufbahdman baa reafon ably hope, that indolence will 
fit! his.barns with plenty ; when the foldier can think 
t]hat viiftory will preiCQnjt Jhim with her palms, with- 
out- ftrikinjg a fciloW ; then may the yawning Chriftian 
whom it gifiev^s to work out his own falvation with 
fc'ar.'and. trembling^^ expe£fc to reap fruit unto life 

'* Matt. ii. 15. t ^*tt. i. z, t ^^att« ix. %6. 
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eternal^ and tread upon tLe higli-pkces of his fpl- 
ritualfoes. - 

Jiis buying the birth-right for pottage^ ludicrous 
as it feems, perhaps may denote the high e^eem 
which all the true feed of Jacob have of fpiritual 
ble&igs. O wretched exchange I to barter for the 
fatisfa&ion of a moment what was more valuable 
than an hundred lives t Profane .£iaU) was it nothing 
valuable to inherit the blef&ng of Abraham2to, be tl^e 
pro^nitor of the Meiliah, ani to entail on thy pof- 
terity the true knowledge of God ? All this was un- 
dervalued, when the birthright , was defpafed- Yc 
£faus of the world, take ^o }fourfelves your preiieno: 
fenfual ;gratifications ; and efteem nothing good but 
prefent fatisfai^iohs^ fill your bellies with the hidden 
treafure of God,an3 for the &ort-lived pleafur^ $ of 
fin, renounce your part in heavenly felicities, and bu- 
ry, without one figh, each glorious hope. Bi^t le^ thp 
houfe of Ifrael laboi>r for the m^at that endures to 
cyerlafting life ; let them implore the chfearfuMigbt 
of God's couiltenance 5 let them enjoy tjic V^fion -flf 
his face in rightepufncfs j ^nfl when in%ired with 
thefe blisful expe^atiol^s, all fublunary joys fh^ll in 
comparifon be no more regarded than ^as Thy |k>tf«ge, 
Jacob, in comparifon of ^he bjrtfari^t. , 

His receiving the bleffing from hi^ father i^.th^ 
garments of £fau, which h.is mol^er arrayi^d him 
with> Hiay be yiewed as a faint fliadow Of our. re- 
ceiving the bleffing frpm jG^d. in the garmtnts .of Jft- 
fus Chrift> which all the childreh of the ^roivife ,dp 
wear. Whien fouttd in Chrift, aid clothed with tinfi 
perfumed robes of righteoufneft lmputjed> the.gax- 
menf s of our elder brother, ojar gracibt^ 6pd asUd 
t^'ather will forget our finful im)>erf^6:ions, and be- 
holding tio iniquity in JacOb> nor perverfenclfe in .If- 
rael, will blefs ufi with all Q)iriliial blcffingis in Chi^ift 
Jefus. It was not the feigned veiiUbin but the hot" . 
rowed garments, that procured the bleffing. Eyen 
fo we are not blcAed by God. for our goad work$, 
however pleafmg unto him^but for tbe jrigbteoulnefs 
of our Redeemer : for {bould we prefume to appear in 
the prefencc of jEHoviVH, without this moftncceflar 
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precaution, of putting on the Lord Jcfus Clirift, our 
performances, however fpecious, could me^t with no 
acceptance, but the evil wliich Jacob greatly feared 
would come upon us ; we would procure to ourfelves 
a curfe^ and not a bleffing. 

His meeting the angels, after his interview with 
"Laban, when he called the name of J:he place Maha^ 
nahn^ was not only defigned to animate his courage 
alinidft the dangers that furronnded him in that jour- 
ney ; but alfo to hint unto us what is the diftinguifh- 
cd privilege of all the children of Jacob in their mi- 
litant ft ate : for " the angel of the Lord encamps 
tound about them that fear him*.*' The defpifcr of 
his birthrigh; whofe refentment Jacob dreaded, comes 
indeed cfcorted by four hundred men. But- what 
were thefe to Jacob's invifible guard ? This honour 
have all his faints, who come to the innumerable 
company of angels, the miniftfant fpirits of the heirs 
bf falvation, and the hright guardians of the juft. 

His wreftling with the Angtl, who doubtlefs was 
the ' Captain of the hoft that appeared to him in the 
liken^ft of a rtan, (a prelude of his future incarna- 
tion,) over whom he obtained the vidory, and from 
whoiti he received the blefling, when he wept and 
inade fupplication, — ^may be confidered as a figure of 
that great fight of afii<aion which the beloved of the 
Lord may lay their account with in the night of this 
world; Even the Lord himfelf may feem to ftand 
againft thctti with his right hand as an advcrfary. 
But as the mighty wrcftler with Jacob aflumed'no 
greater ftrength tha«i might be overcbme, fo God, 
that is fa5thful,will proportion the trials of his peo- 
;^tc to tiie ftrength he has given them. And by their 
ftrength (which yet is not their own) they fhall pre. 
vail-; for he that is in appearance againft, is really 
for them, and ftronger fo^r them than againft them, 
At he cafts down, it is but with his' left, but he up- 
•hl>lds tliem with his right hand. Myfteri6Us, but com- 
forting truth I hard to exprefs, but fwcet to know. 
.J>fev«r was Jacob more happy, thian when he feemcd 
*. ♦ Pfal. xtxiv.' 7; 
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inoft mifcrable ; nor more ftrong^ than when he feem- 
ed moft weak ; for at once he wa« lamed ^ad bleftd> 
conquered and vidborious. A lively emblem this of 
what ufually befalls the remnant of Jacob J for "hap- 
py is the man whom God cprre^ietii." . The love ^f 
the Lord towards the children.of Ifrael is written in 
the moft rigorous difpenfation : ^hen they are weak^ 
then are they (Irong -, and what be take^ away frotin 
them in oneway^ he redo res to advantage? in another. 
O happy they, who think it no folitude to b^ alone 
with God ! Glorious things ate fpoken of thee^ O 
duty of prayer! He who can pre/ail with God^ needs 
not fear that man fhould prevail againd him.. 

His burial in« Canaan, the land of promife, after a 
life of lingular affliftion, may repk'efent the diftin- 
guiflied lot of all the faithful, chofen, and called, who,' 
after a fhort courfe of pilgrimage^ hafTafied with 
anxious cares and forrows, do re& in the promifed 
land of the heavenly Canaan.* And truly the beloved 
Jacob had fhared no happinefs, to be compared with 
hated Efau*s, if in this life only he had hope. Who 
would not rather judge, that Efau was beloved of 
God, and Jacob hated, if love tor hatred could cer- 
tainly be known by that which happens under the- 
fun ? And were the Chriflian to bound his views by 
the grave, fhould his hopes terminate in death ; ah ! 
then, he were the moft wretched of his race, and at 
his beft cftate he were altogether vanity. 

O eternal jbys above !0 glorious rewards ! re* 
ferved in heaven for thofe who feek for glory ^ ho^ 
noar and blifsful immortality, by patient continuance*, 
in well-doing ; vtfithoiit you, even pure aiid undefiled 
religion could fcarce compenfate the afflidlons of thi$ 
prefent life, to which we are expofed as men and • 
Chriftians. But tHefe aflert the glorious prerogative 
of i*eligion, and the fuperior happinefs of faints'. • 
Though the days of their pilgrimage, like Jacob'^, • 
be few and evil ; yet ftlll they are a pieople f«ived by 
the Lord> who ha» blefled them, and they ihaljbe bJef* 
fed. . 

D 2 " - •' 
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VI. Tkc Hiftory of Jofeph. 

THEIiiftory of Jofcph's life is doubtlefs, one of the 
moft entertaining and eventful ^hich all anti- 
quity 'can boaft of. ^UpoQ it ate infcribed, in mod 
lively chara^erSy at once the tef riblc effefts of ma- 
lice and envy, and the watchful care of Providence 
over the caofc of injured virtue and innocence. But 
the moft remarkable thing that claims oar attention 
here, is tbe furprifing Ixkenefs betwixt the whole 
narrative and the hiftory of Jefus Chrift, of whom it 
ftiay truly be faid, *^ The archers have forely grieved 
him, bdt hi& bow abode in its ftrength^ and the arms 
of his hands were made ftrong by the hand$ of the 
-mighty God of Jacob*.'* 

He was the beloved fon of his father Jacob ; and 
truly he feems to have been worthy of fuch paternal 
favour ; for detefting the wickednefs of his brethren^ 
he reported their faults. This, with his prophetic 
dreams which he told them of, fo ftung them with 
envy and refentmcnt, that they could not fpeak 
peaceably to him, nor look at him but with difguft 
and aver lion. . Tlwir caufclefs anger is turned into 
obdurate hatred of their brother, and foon they find 
an oppi^rtunity of wrecking their bloody rage. He 
is fent by his father to inquire of their welfare, when 
feeding their flocks in the wildernefs ; and dreading 
no harm, as. he was innocent and ft ranger to offence, 
he carefully inquires after them, till at laft he find* 
them out. But, ah 1 '^ he looked for brethren, and 
behold murderers i Wrath is cruel, and anger is out- 
rageous-: but who can ftand before baneful envyf f 
Tranfportcd with this blind fury, they not only for- 
get that they are brethren, but forget that they 
men ; and take horrid counfel againft the darling 
youth, to embrue their hands in his guiJtlefs blood. 
One more merciful than the reft moves, that they 
caft hi.n into a pit, rather than murder him outright : 
for he intended by this artifice, at once to indulge 
thpirfury, and to elude it, by finding means to fe- 
ftorc him again to his father. The motion takes* 

*. Geo. xHx. 23, 34. t Prov. zxvii. 4. 
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They ftrip him of his garment - with many co- 
lours; and rcgardlefs of the.anguifli of his foul, they 
let him down into the pit ; but themfelvcs, O cruel 
monfters I ''fat down to eat and drink, for they were 
not grieved for the aiflidion of jofeph /^ Kerc they 
deligned to leave him to perifli miferably in mourn- 
ful folitude ; but Providence prieferved him to better 
things : for lifting up their eyes, they fee approach- 
ing a company of merchants who w.ere of Jihrnael's 
race, and carried balm and myrrh from mount Gilead 
into Egypt- Then did his lavage brethren refolve 
to fell Egypt's future lord to the merchants for twen- 
ty pieces of filvcr : and to cloak their matchlefs vil- 
lany, they dipt his garment in blood, and Ihewing it 
to his father, pretended that fome wild beaft had de- 
voured him. Such were once the men, O ye Jews in 
irhom ye glory as your progenitors ! The innocent 
fufferer is fold a fecond time to Potiphar in Egypt, 
in whofe fervicc he acquitted himfelf fo well, as to 
gain the good graces of his mafter, who repofed in 
him the moft entire confidence, and entrufted )iim with 
the fole management of his affairs* But foon, alas ! 
the temptations of his miftrefs are likely to prove no 
iefs dangerous than the malice of his brethren. He 
preferved indeed his chaftity by the fear of the Lord i 
but incurring the undeferving fufpicion of a bafe 
crime, he is committed to the dungeon by his too 
partial mafter, as before he had been cau into the 
pit by his cruel brethren. But *' the king fent and 
loofed him, and the ruler of the people fet him freef ." 
For as he expofed himfelf to all his troublefome ad- 
ventures, by telling his own dreams ; fo by inter- 
preting the dreams of others, he laid the foundation 
of his fubfequent grandeur. On a fudden his prifon 
is turned into a palace, his irons a chain of gold. 
Potiphar's fervant is become Potiphar's lord. He 
*' whofe feet were hurt with fetters, now binds the 
princes at pleafure, and teaches the fcnators wif*. 
dom.f** And as he moves along the crouded ftr.eets, 
a herald proclams before him, *' Bow the kneej." - 

• Amos vi. 6. t Pf*^* «'• *^- t ^^^' '*' **• 5 ^^^' *"• ^^* 
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And ttoV he fefeds from his hoarded grsltlaries the 
ftarviug nations ; for he wifely provided againft thd 
approach of the famine he foretold. The fubjeifts of 
Phafaoh acknowledge him the faviour of their lives. 
His unkind brethren, impelled by hurtger, and hard 
tieceflity, come alfo among the fupplicant^, to fulfil 
his di'eams, Which thfey once; vainly imagined they 
had rendered for ever abortive. He remembered the 
traces of their countenances ; and by various harih 
methads he cj^plores the fincerity of their repen- 
tance, and acquaints himfelf with the circumftances 
df their family. , At laft his bowels yearned towards 
them, and pitidus of their mifery, as bfeing (ufficierit- 
ly chaftrifed, he makes himfelf known to them ; burigs 
in oblivion their paft mifdemeanofs ; aiid trarifports 
them' to dwell with him, where he noiirilhes them 
like a father in the midd of a terrible and extenfive 
famine. And thus what was intended by the wicked- 
nefs of men as the means of extirpating the name 
of Jofeph out of the earth, was over-ruled, by the 
wifdom of God, foi* bringing about his glorious ex- 
altation, for faving the lives of much people, and even 
the lives of thofe who fought his death. 

Which things are an allegory. Foi' Jefus Ghrift is 
the true Jofeph, if yon view him as a beloVed Son j 
an afFedtionate brother ; a Jt;rufty fervaht ; an illu- 
minated prophet ; a refiftcr of temptations ; a for- 
giver of injuries , but chiefty if you confider him as 
an innocent fufFerer ; an exalted Prince; and an uni- 
verfal Saviour. 

Like Jofeph, he was a beloved Son, whotn God the 
Father has blefled above all hi^' brethren. Jacob 
made for Jofeph a garment of divers colours ; and 
God prepared for Chrift a body curioutfy wrought in 
the lower parts of the earth. Like Jofeph he is an 
afFeftionate brother. He came to feek his brethren 
in the wildernefs of thiis world, tliougJi they receiv- 
ed' him not. He knows them'when they know not 
him ,' and his bowels yearn tovtrards' tHeni; even wlicn 
he feems feViere; He ma/ deal roughly with tlicm at' 
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Rrll; but he will have mercy upon them at the lafl. 
He liberally fupplies their wants without money and 
without price ; and at laft will bring them to dwell 
with him in the heavenly Canaan, where they ihall 
behold his glory, and be abundantly fatisfied with the 
fatnefs of his houfe. Like Jofeph, he was a trufty 
fer vant, acquitting himfelf dextriouily in every part 
of the work that was given him todo : even as the 
prophet alfo foretells, " Behold my fervant ihall 
deal prudently, he fliall be exalted, he jfhall be ex* 
tolled, and be very high*." Like Jofeph he is a moft 
illuminated prophet, in whom the fpirit of God is, 
—none fo difcreet and wife as he, — the true Zaph- 
nathpancah, or revealer of fecrets, who is worthy 
to take the fealed book of God's decrees, and opes 
its feven feals. Like Jofeph, he was a refilter of 
temptations ; for he was folicited in vain to fpiritual 
adultry by the great enemy of falvation, when he 
faid unto him, "All thefe will I give thee, if thou wilt 
fall down and worihip nief .'* Though this harlot 
world hath caft dewn, wounded, and flain ipany 
ftrong men, pur Jofeph overcame her : his heart 
declined not to her ways : he went-not aftray in her 
paths, though in the encounter he was ftript of his 
mortal life, which he willingly refigned. Like Jo- 
feph, he was and is a forgiver of injuries : for as on 
the crofs he implored forgivenefs to his murderers 
with his expiring breath ; fo on the throne he gave re- 
pentance unto Ifrael, and riemiffion of fin, many of 
them whofe hand had been very deep in that bloody 
tragedy of his crucifixion, being brought to a fmccre 
profeffion that, '' Verily, they were, guilty concern- 
ing their brotherj,*^ and the blood which they im- 
pioufly flied, fpoke better things than that of AbeL 

But chiefly let us view him as an innocent fufferer, 
whofe fufferings iiliied in glory to himfelf, and uni- 
verfal good to men. Jofeph is mortally hated of 
his brethren, and the butt of their envy, becaufe he 
cxpofed their wicked courfes, and foretold.hi^ own 
advancement. For theCc fame reafans was Jefus 

* Jft. liii. 13. t Matt. Jv. '9. I Gen. xiii. %l* 
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Chrift hated by the Jews: and Pilate knew that fot 
envy they delivet-ed him. Jofeph was derided of 
his hrethren as an idle fanitaftic dreamer ; and Jefus 
Chrift was efteemed a dotfing ehthtffiift,^a ihaditisin, 
and one befide hitnfelf. Jofeph's brethren conTpJir- 
cd againft him to takie aWay his life ; and of Jetus 
Chrift it is prophefied, ''Why do the h'eath^h rage, 
and the people imagine k vain thing, to plot againft 
the Lotd, and againft his anointed*.*' Jofepli's bife* 
thrcnftript him ofhrs garments which his father made 
for him ; and of Jefa^Xhrift it is faid, " they parted 
my garments ailiong thetfi, knd caft lots for my vef- 
turcf/' joffcph wa^ cift into a ]pTt,hut he remained 
not long there ; Jefiis Chrift wa^ laid in the grave, 
bnt he ftiw no corruption. — ^Jofeph was foTd for a ier- 
vant by the advice of the patriarch Judah ; and Je* 
fus Chrift was, by the apoftle Judas, fold for thirty 
pieces of iiiver, the price of a flave : a good price 
he wa^s p^isied at by them ! Jofeph was unjuftly ac- 
cnfed in Kgypt, and caft into a ddn-^eoh with two 
noted d-imlnals, Pharaoh's butler arid baker ; Jefus 
Chrift was unjuftly condemned in Canaan, and cru- 
cified between v^o thieves. Jofeph adjudged the one 
criminal to death, and the other to life, frOm thfc 
fame omens ; Jefus Chrift adjudged one of the thieved 
to everlafting life, while the other was allowed to 
perifh afVer the famfe deferts. Jofeph intreated the 
perfon whom h*<e delivered, to remember him when 
he came to his glory ; but tlife perfon whom J^efus 
Chrift delivered prayed him, "** O Lord) remernber 
me When thon eoftieft intb thy Icingdomf.*' jfbieph 
indeed could bntforetel his companion's deliverance; 
but Chrift Jefuji efFe<fled, by his own power, what he 
foretold, " To day fhalt thou be with me in para- 
difej/' ^ \ 

Such were the patriarch's linparalled afHi^ions ; but 
as he foon emerged from thefe deep plunges of adver- 
fity, becoming, inftead of a forlorn prifoner, a prime 
minifter of ftate ; fo Jefus Chrift .was taken from pri- 
fon and from judgment, and ^^ receivesfrom God the 

♦ Pfal. ii. la. t ib. xxii. iS. J tukc xxiii. 4». ^ Vcrfc 43, 
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Father^ lumoHr aiid glory, and a came a|>»ve every 
name : that at the napie of Jefus every knee ihould 
bow, of things in heayen, things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and every tongue confefs, that. Jefu4 
Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the Father*." 
Behold, ye iqiftalsien Jews, how vain were all your 
machinations to fruftrate his. predictions ! Even you 
yoarfelves became fubfervient to fulfil tine grand de- 
iign, when you killed the Prince of life, who wa9> 
by. fuffering deaths to enter into his glory. Here 
the patriarch's fpeech to his penitent/brethren may 
be fitly applied, "As for you, ye thought evil againft 
me, bat God meant it unto good, to bring to pafs^ 
as at tbos day, to fave much people alive.f*' 

For, as thefufferings and glory of Jofeph ifToed in 
the common falvation of the lives of Pharaoh's fub- 
jeds, and the family of Jacob, who was a Syrian rea- 
dy to p«rilh : even fo thy fuff eriogs, and thy glory, 
I O thon. once humbled, but udw exalted Redeemer, 
were ordained for the falvation of the world, both 
Jew? and Gentiles, from a far more dreadful deftruc-* 
lion than a famine of bread or water! Go. unto this 
Jofeph for the fupply of your numerous wants, vc. 
that are ready to perifh. His fulncft fhall never tc 
exhaufted, be their number ever.fo great who. receive 
out of it. O that his glory might be, the joy of our- 
heart, and the grand theme of every tongue ! With* 
what chearfulnefs ought we to forfake the {InfiFof all 
terreftial things, when Jofeph is alive, that we may 
be with him, where, he is, ,and enjoy thefc bleffings 
that are ** on the head of Jefus Chrift, and on the 
crown, of the head of him that was feparated from 
his brethren I" 

Vil. ThcHiftoryofMofes. 

THOUGH Chrift and Mdfes may fecm indeed,, in 
one view,, to be.as unlike. one another as the 
gofoel and. the law; as the.miniftration of rigbtouf* 
nefs and the minifl^ation of condemnation : we may, 
however, oblervcinthe charafter and hiftory of this 

. • Phil, iu 9i »Q» ii« t <^«»* 1- **=•• 
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extraordinary man, a great refembUttce to thofe of 
Jefus Ghritt ; whether we confider him as a deliverer, 
a mediator^ a lawgiver, or a prophet. 

Firft, Let us view Mofes as a deliver of his nation 
from the bondage of Egypt. To this end he was 
born ; "and when his life was fought by a bloody ty- 
rant, who murdered his fellow infants, he was mira- 
culoufly prefervcd by his reputed mother, who gave 
him a royal education. But when he was come to 
years, and capable ofjudging for himfelf, he defpifed 
the pleafures of a court, and chofc rather toclaim 
kindred with opprelled (laves, becaufe they were the 
people of God, than with the daughter of Pharaoh, by 
whofe right, perhaps, he might have inherited the 
crowH of Egypt. At laft, though his very brethren 
thruft him away, faying, *^ Who made thee a ruler 
and a judge*?** he accomplifhes their refcue from 
die land of Nile, fpoiling the Egyptians of their gold 
and filver, deftroying their fir ft -born, and drowning 
in the Red Sea the flower of their army ; and all this 
by means of the blood of a lamb which he Ihed, and by 

his wonder working rod*- Even fo the birth of 

the deliverer, who came from Zion to refcue from the 
opprcffion of far worfe enemies than the Egyptians 
or the Romans, was lignaiized with the cruel butch- 
ering of the infants in Bethlehem by Herod-'s minif- 
t^rs of blood. But the perfecuted Babe finds a fafe 
retreat in Egypt, whither he was conveyed by the 
guardian care of his fuppofcd father. And when he 
was come to years, he difdained an earthly crown, 
when the Jews would have taken him by force, and 
made him a king ; as before he bad in a fort left for 
a time the court of heaven, the bofomof his Father, 
and the fongs of hymning cherubims, to endure, in 
thefe regions of mortality,, affliftion for the people 
of God : for as Mofes had a refpeft to the rccbm- 
pence of reward ; fo/^ he, for the joy that was fet 
before him; endured the crofs, and defpifed the 
fliamef.'* ' And though '* his brethren underftood not 
at firft, that God, by his hand, would deliver them:j:,'* 



The Hiftt^rx of I\Ufct. 37 

8.nd re&i^d liim as an impoftor ; at lail he accoin« 
piiihes their redemption from the cruel bondage of 
the devil, whoCb power he< deftroyed^ by ihedding his 
own blood, and by fendmgtfae rod of his llrength 
out of Zion. By thefe deipifed means does the Cap- 
tain of falvation bring many Tons to g^ory, through 
ra^ng fea& of afflidliQn> through vafte and howling 
wildemeiTeCs of various temptations^ till they arrive 
in that happy country which God has efpied for 
them, which is the glory of all landsv 

As by a prophet the Lord brought krael oat of- £- 
gypt ; it IS further to be obfetvcd, that he a^tf^d Ui<k 
pa.rt of a mediator between God and Krael, both 
when they fought with Amalek^ when they revived, 
the law, and when they. made the calf fA-Horeb; in 
all yfhiah inftances he may be viewed as a lively type 
o£ the one Mediator between God and man, the man 
Chrift Jefus^ — When the miUtant church is fighting 
in the valley of this world,.as anAmalek (bali never 
be wanting from generation to generatioU, their vic- 
tory depends not fo much on their own prpw^'s and 
martial ikill^ as on the lifting up the hands o^our 
great interceflbr, who like Mofes^ appears in the pre- 
fence /)f God upon a high mountainand eminent, even 
far ai>ovc; all heavens. Behold, all ye who are fight- 
ing^ thegood fight of faithvhow your great Mediator's 
baods arc lifted up toward, the throne of God. Tte 
bands. of Mofes could. not long, endure to be flretched 
out; they were heavy and. weak, and behmed to be 
Clrengthened andfuppo r ted. But Jefu^Chrift he fain teth 
not,neither is w^eary, though his hands-be {)£ retched ouft 
ftill : therefore, fhall. ye pjrevail- who figbt under his 
banner, and have reafon to fay, *' Thanks be unto 
Ood, who give th us the viftory through Jefus Chritt 
oar Lord*." And as the law was ordained by angels 
in the hand of Mofca as a mediator; (for they to 
wbom it was publiihed were afraid> by reafon of' the 
fire, and dreadful found which they heard, and went 
not up to the mount) ; fo Jefus Chrid our Lorddan^s 
betwixt the terrible majefty of an angry Qod anrf 
• * X Got. XV. 57. 
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feeble guilljy man, unablfe to appear. in' the prefcnce 
of his -glot-y 5 like Mofes, he' engaged his heart to = 
approadh unto' God. But Mofe's only reported the 
law to the people, he falfilled the law/ Mofes qudk- 
ed, tfnd' thrift -liras fore amazed, irifomuch that he ' 
fWe^ted'blolod from all the pores of his body. Be 
not afraid, ye redeemed of the Lord, ^' ye beliei e 
ill God, believe alfo in him.'* Though our God be 
a cotifuming fofe,' the all-gracioiff Mediator hath 
xjuei^ched the ilamfes, ^ind hufht the ftorm bf wrath 
by In^ feafonab^he iriterpofition, and the fierjr law is 
nbw tilrtred ipito a direfting light. And, laftly^ he 
aifle'd the pkrt 6f a Mediator, when they made the 
calf in Horeb. When the anger of the Lord was 
jttftly i^ceiifed againft them 'for that enormous crime, 
JVfofes '. faid unjd th* people, '* I will go unto the 
Lord, per^dventure I Ih'all make an atonement for 
yotrfTm.. JAtid Mofes returned^ unto the Lord, and 
latdj' This' people have finned a grievous fin. But 
now,'ifthoti -wilt forgive their fin; if not, blot me 
oltt of the'book vi^hich thpu haft written*:'^ Perhaps 
lie intended tb feek, that the almighty vengeance 
iiifght rather fall on his own head, than that the 
Wiole* nation' ftioiild perifli, though he was not cer- 
taitt whether the oftered propitiation would be ac- 
eejited. But Jefus Chrift has not only offered hinlfejf 
to die f^h" the guilty race, but* has actually made the 
^tonemcht whiph Mofes propofed to make, and is 
fet forth for a propitiation through-faith in his blood. 
• Next, let US' view him as a Idwgiver, as the'- chil- 
dren ijf Ifrael fung : '* Mofes commanded us a law, 
thb Inheritance of 'the congregation of Jacol): and 
he wars klngin Jeftierunf." But we Chriftians may 
fiy,' in the language of the prophet, *' The Lord is 
"our^ Judge, the Lord is our King, the Lord is our 
TJawgUer; he wHlfave us*!:.'* A law is nowgoneforth 
bf Zipn, but Mofes, not like thine, confifting of car^ 
nal ordinances,— a law not of works, but of faith, — 
a law for which the ifles of the Gentiles ihall wait, 
«i-^-a law which is not fo much obeyed by doing, as 
* Exod. xxii. 30, 31, 3a. t Dent xxxiii. 4.5. \ I£a. Tantiil. %%- 
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hy btUevingy — and wliidi ,wjll B«yer.fl and landed of 
reforinatioQ ar rcfieal. 

Bat, laftly, let u* view him in hisproplietic cha- 
rad€r, of whom it is tc&ifiedj " There arofe no pro- 
phet fifice it) Ifraei \\]ip .uatp. Mofes, to TvJ^onv the 
Lord fpoke face to face*.'^ iet Mx)fcs truJy faid au- 
to the fathers^ *' A prophe^t ifasiJl the Lord your God 
raife up unto you of your brethren,, like unto uie ; 
and him fhall yon hear in all thingsf •" Though \v c 
had not th^ exprefs anthority of anapoftle, for the 
application of thi$ prediction to the Apodlc ^nd High 
Pricft of our profei&on, ^we can fcarccly be^it a.lofs 
to fee how- ic can agree to nope other. Fe, he is that 
pr#phet rhatflioold come into the world, of whom Ma- 
fe$ wrote,. and who is Ukeunto him, if you conlider^ 
The (lock frohl whence he fprung; for he was rojfed 
from among his.bi:ethren, not ailiuuing the nature of 
angels, but the nature of man, af|4 of the feed of 
Abraham. — The meeknefs of Ids temper, which ex- 
celled the meeknefs of Mpie^s^ as far as the nreekncC^ 
of Mofes excelled the a^cel^nefa of other, men. T}ie 
lieb-re^v? lawgiver, me^k |is be. wa%, cannot be. altoge- 
ther freed from fellies o^ ipipatience i but the meek 
and holy Jefas, W;ho calls us to Iparn of him^ was 
never indecently trsinfported with rage,, nor. uttered 
one word unadvifcdly with his lips, though upon the 
mod provoking occafion. The' luftre of ^is fac^. 
For not to mention ki& transfignratif^n on the amount , 
when his face did ihine as thejun> he is in.Thisdiyine 
perfon the brightnefsof his .Fat||e4''s gloiy, whicb, 
like Mofes, he covered with the, vail of i^is fieil|, 
wheiMie defcended into our jworlfl, that Jie might he 
qualified for ^holding familiar coiiycrfe with m^nup- 
on earth, his terror not making them afraid. Vor 
if the face of Mofes, the fervant, did ifhine with fuch 
dazzling ^ory, by a flibrt abodiB inthcprefetic^of 
Jehovahi||bp an earthly .moufnt,. that thefiirae^tto; 
could not endare.to behcdd l&iv wathout.s vaU it how 
mock Icfs could the feeble cyBS.of mortftl nienihavw ost- 
dared the face- of' Ch]:uil[;t-heiSoo,.Mrfao^sabidaiikg.>ftoii:i 

• Dcnt.XKxiv; 10. t t !>«»«• *****' "^ I ' 
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everlaiHng in tlie prefcncc of J«HOVAH,liriaii daily l|h 
delight, had hefiionc forth in alltlie blaze of D^ity, 
^Jv'ithout the thick vail of his flefh. The rleamcfs of 
his manifeftations. Of Mofes indeed it i« fa id ^ **With 
hitn 1 will fpeak moutfi to induth> even appftrently, 
and rtot in dark fpcecHes, and the fliiiiHtii4le of th€ 
Lord ffiall he behold ;" whereas it was afuai wkh 
the prophets of inferior rank, to receive the intinsa* 
tlons of the divine will in'dreams when they were 
silecp, and ecftacies when awake. Bi\f of tli is pro- 
phet in the New Te^ament clinrich his harbinger de- 
clares, ^'No man hath feen Gdd at any time ; but'tiie 
onfy begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the Fa- 
ther, he had declared him*/* His ^fidelity in execu- 
ting his commiffion : for <* the words the Father gave 
unto him, he gave nnto them; and as the Pa^t&er 
gave him commandment, fo he fpake. M«4e8 indeed 
was faithful in all his hdufe a« a fervant, butChrMl 
as 3 Son over hi* own honfef /* The oppe&ioli he 
met with froni '^t^vs and Gentiles. He endtred the 
contradiSbiom of finnerS' againft hiihfelf, eveii as Jan- 
ncs and Jambres withftood Mdfes. And as hi« liear- 
cf^ relations quarrelled with him for marrying Zip- 
porah, the Ethiopian woman, fa did the Jews with 
Chrfft, far efpoufin^ the Gestile Church. The mira- 
cles he wrought. *^' It was never fo feen in Ifi'ael," 
Like Mqfbs, h"fe fed the Ifhielites in the wilderfiefii, 
and their 'leaving was as n?ira<calai}8 a» their eating. 

W!iat Mofes did litet^lly^ the fame Chritt does^^i- 
Yitaally for the l^elaved WVael. He fweeteos their 
blttef watef s > ciires their difeafes : fapplles tlieir 
wanes. Like Mofes, he fafted forty days ; and like 
Mofes he died at the commandment of the Lord. 

. yUL The. Ordimncef of the PriefthooJ. 

AS.thefiiB^pftints the cionids with variety of g^o- 
ri6as caloois, which, in their ow^ilkature, are 
hut dark asd i'owriirg.v&poara exhaled from the earth ; 
fo when, the Siui of righteoofnefs arifes, even the car-^ 
BaiiOT^Uaancc^and commafidinents of the iaw^ dark 
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'and earthly as they feen, are g^ed by his beams ^ 
aird we&r a ftniling appearance. By his kindly infl«* 
•ettce^ who is the light of the worlds the. mod barren 
]>laces of the fcripturerejoke^'and bloflbmaatbecoie. 
What portion^^^f iacred Writ is tftore apt to be pcrii- 
fed withont bdificatie^ aad delight^; than what . ilf- 
Jates to the Levitkal prieflhoed ; the. qualifications 
of their perfonsy their appdrel, their coof^cratloi], 
and different parts of their fun&ion ? And indeed it 

• moll be confefied a very hard, taik torecoaicile y^iickt 
the trifdom of God the adjoining- fiich numbcrlefs 
rites^ purely for their own fake, fiotwhen we con- 
iider that Aar<m, and bis fucceilbrls^ [were figures of 
oar great High Prieflr, we muft ackno>yledg^y ithat 
thefe injnn&ions are. neither ^ unworthy of j .Cod, Hoa* 
ufelefs to man, but arb profitable for dodrt9e>> and 

* inftru&loa in nghiepufoeis^ We ihall li)A»nce in. a 
few things* ■ ; . 

Aad^ nrfl:> we ihall take notice, of the Taws re 1»^ 
t^g to the perfons. of Aaron and his foti^. Whofor^ 
ever be was that approached to God in the ckairaijer 
of an high prieft^ he behove4> according to. the law 
of Mofes; to be 6£ th€..ftocfc cff Ifracl, the.triJie.Qf 
Levi, the family of Aaron^ having.hisgeneaUigy w.eli 
attefted, his. body Roundly Ixis^ life temperate^ (ibr^he 
was not to drink wine, nor other iptQxisatJteg li- 
quora ) his wife mud be either a virgin, or the tvidow 
of a pried, but by no means a divorced' woman » or 
an harlot: and, laftly, it was.abfolureiy forbidden 
that he ihould go out of the^andluary to mourn for 
the* dead, unlefs they were his neareft x^el^tipn9> 
Let us apply thefethin^ t^ our High Prjeft* It-mftft 
indeed.be acknowledged, that. h^. was neither 
of the tribe of Levi^ txot fariiily pf Aaroq: for, '* it ' 
is evident our Lord fp van g out of Judah, jartd M^fcs 
fays nothing of the pri'cfthood' bcloagiug to.thart 
tribe*/' In this rofpeft; t6.befurf>, lie diji'crs ft<>ti) 
them in a very efientiaL point, which- ho\R e^rj^t |l}f-» 
qualified him. from officiating in the.t^to^le, (■'' io^ 
if he were on earth, h^iho|xW no t^bQr.a prieft):^.;:*.* 

«, He*. T^i. M- : t Chap^vm. JVv ^ 

E2^ 



4^ tfphai Peffuit. Book I. 

?et do€« not la tk^ leaft infer liis Wftfatlty to hm a 
Pvieft of a kighcr order tluui the o^ear of Aar^Q, 
that Is of the order of Melcfaizedec, who joined m ^fs^ 
poiCm the prieft and tho fcmg. Thti cbara&er w»i 
office of fl( Levhioai prieft he nevor a&med iflmm he 
Was apon earthy as iadeed he coald not hufve 9«iy 
clainl onto It. What fliall we % then i Th»t he Js 
lo^Brior to Aarom aod his fucceflbrs upon tbii ^i^- 
cooot f Nay, the di£Eerence of hia tribe i» the moft 
coovlftciBg proof of the fopercmiiienee of his order* 
Like Aaron, h^ was talien from suttong meii^ e«d was 
an Hebnew* of the I^brews, and ne^er asj prioft of 
theM all coald hoaft of ilich ilhiftrtoas pedigree 9^ 
Jeiftis Chrift. Which cyf them ail was born of a viir- 
gjUi f and'^^ t^ which of them faid God at any timoy 
Thoipart my Son, this day ha^re 1 begottea thee^ tV 
Thejgenealo^ of the ancient priefts hehov^di to he 
firmly documented : but they had no £ach iUnftrioiijs 
proofs of their being the fbns of Levi, as Chrift had 
of his* being the Son of God, whkh the father attof* 
ted, both by the voice from hearen^ and by the mig^» 
tfy • works be enabled him to do. The foundnefe of 
theii^ body was no doubt intended to prefigore the 
'kytegti^ and perfection of the foal of JeJsis Ch^rift ; 
for the leaA deformity bei^ had rendered him ntteriy 
ibcapable of propitiating the E^ity^hy the facrilico oi 
hittietf : for ^^ fech an high prieft became us, who/' 
thoaghfalfely accafed of many fins, was nevev conrvhr- 
teA of any, but *^ was. wholly havmlels, undefiled, fe^ 
par ate fromfinpers f,"<'and a Lainb witiumtbiemfcfli^ 
and without fpoteven in the pnre eyes of God.»<^— r- 
Their reftridkion to marry a wife in her virginity, 
may perhaps denote, that the kuman' nature, which 
our Hirfi Prieft, Jefus the Son of God, deigned towed 
to his oiMine perfoir, was not deflowered with iin^ 
hst a pure, tfncorrupted, and holy thing." fiat, beyond 
all dolibt,' we are natively led to think of the whole 
church, and ^itty member of that fociety, being pre* 
ibntfcd as chafte virgins unto ChriA. In vain does tho 
harlot chtireh^of Rome^ -that great whore that fits on 
t H*.a.>: i |CaJiip*i<La6. 
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mvaj iTAteTs, cimtn th0 fai^ prtrogaCire of beioff the 
only fpovfe ^ Chrii. Hear what tlie apoftle decTmrM 
of the followers ixf the lamb, ^ Thcie are they which 
-were not defiled with wosieiiy for they are rirgats : 
thefie were redeemed from amoBg men^ being the firft 
fraitito Qod and ta the Lamb*.".**— The abftineace 
from wise ^nd ftfong drink^ which waa commanded^ 
was flot oaly defigned to incalcate the ftri£teft tempo* 
raHce^ (which is a moSt neceffiiry vhtue to the dii^ 
charge of any imfMirtast tmft that requires the facul- 
ties of Ae mind to be in their moft vigoroas ftate;) 
but it ma^ be alfe viewed aa an implic&t imitation of 
that perrad command of himfelf, which our great 
High Prieft had in iJie difcharging of his office, never 
forgetting what he was about in the fmaileft inftance, 
being always found of quick onderftanding in the lear 
of the Lord, bat by no means a gluttonous man and 
a wiaebibber, as the hypocritical Pharifees mslici* 
oefly affirmed. The prohibition of going oat of the 
fan^ory to mourn for the dead, was a predi^ion, that 
when Jeibs Chrift tfionid pafs into the heavenly fanc- 
ta^ry, he fhonid leave all his forrowa behind him,and 
dwell for ever in the prefence of God, where there 
is fukkefs of joy. Moreover^ it clearly fignifies, that 
he wa»to abolilh death stud, the grave. . Henceforth 
let no onnmnly tear he &ed for ihe bleftd dead, who 
die in the Lord* That melt calamitous event to the 
eye of fenfe is, to die eye of faith, the moft happy re* 
volotion in the lot of the joft. 

Nor are the laws about their prieftly garments left 
inftrudive and fignifkant. The carious materials of 
the ephod of gold, blue, purple, aadfcarlet might ret 
prefent the unfearchable riches of Chri(l,.andthelof* 
tre of thofe divine graees which adorned his (ecrct 
humanity. The names of the twelve tribes-he bore BrA 
upon his fhoulders, and then upon his bnra^t'plate^ 
as a memorial before the Lord continual^, engra* 
VCD on precious ftones, and dilpofed in comely order, 
are no obfcare emblem of the faints, whom our High 
♦ Rev. aiv. 4. ' - 
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Prieft carries both on the (houldcrs of his almighty 
power, and on the brcaft of cordial love, according 
to the moft pathetic prayer of the fponfe^ '* Set me as 
afeal upon thine heart, as a feal upon thine amt*." 
Thefe names -were engraven on: precibirs ftones ; for 
fach arc all his faints, thotigh>dtfaUowed of men, !aiid 
trampled under foot as naughty pebbleis ; yet are they 
•chofcn of God, and preciousty and they fliall be his in 
the day that he makes up hii jewels. — No tribe ^vas 
wanting in that moft coftly brcaftplate ; for Jcfus 
Chrift knows them by name whom he~ redeems, both 
great and fma 11, and there is no relpe^t of perfons.-^ 
They were arranged in com civ order ; for *^ he is 
not the God of con fu lion, but of order^ as in all the 
churches of the faints f/' — They were firmly fet, and 
not (lightly put into the breaftplate i for all the faith- 
ful are fo firmly united unto Jelus Chrift, that not the 
(inalkft jewel can be picked from the breaftplate of 
our Aaron, by the joint efforts of earth and hell., — It 
was not lawful for the Ifraelites to enter into the 
moft hoiyplacc in their own pcrlbns^bat in the pe^- 
fon of their high Prieft they entered every. year> a* 
their names were graven onhis ilioulders.and herurt, 
and prefented unto Jehovah : Even ib, in. Jefus Chrift 
the holy Chriftian nation^ who live upon the earth, 
are entered into the holieftof all> and even fat down 

with him in heavenly phtces.-i ^Shal I we mention 

next the Urim and theThommim that Mofes was com*- 
manded to put into the breailplate of Aaron f Be it 
ft), we cannot certainly determine- the nature or form 
of this^ divine workmanftiip, denoted by fuch an unr 
common phrafc j we arc certain^ however, that in J^, 
filisXhrift. wehave that prieft who ftands u^ with U- 
rim and Thttmmim, and bears the judgment of Ifr&ei 
before the Lord continually.; In him are found the 
clearcft light- of wildom, and the grcatcft perfedtion 
of holiness. In him that prayer is fillly anfwered, 
" Give th^ing thy judgments^ O Lord, arid the king's 
fon thy righteoufnefs$. '*■!-:— rrrXhe curious gtydlQ fi.g- 
nifies thealacrity wherewith oar,High.PriQft difchar- 
• Song viii, 6, ' \ X Cor* xiv* 33. \ Pfal. kxii., I. 
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ged every part of his office 1 for girding up the Heat 
of his miiid> he did^ with ail his mighti vhat his 
hand foond. Aaron's girdle was indeed of coftly tex- 
tuye^ gold and purple, blue and fcarlet. But of Je- 
itis Cfarift it was propheiied, ^' Faithfulnefs iholl be 
the g^rdl^ jof lus loins., and rigbteoufneis the girdle 
of his reins*.'' The beloved apoftle John beheld him 
eqaipt with this prieftlj ornament, when he faw him 
in the viiioBS of <3od walking in the midft of the fe* 
ven golden caBdleftici&.s, clothed with a long white 
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps 
with a golden girdle. The golden bells fufpended 
around the hem of Aaron's under robe, may iignify th^ 
fweet found of the gofpel which is gone into all the 
eartk. O greatly blefled are the people who hear 
this joyful found, fweeter to the ear of faith than 
jaufic, in its fbfteft drains, to the ear of the body ; 
and an undoubted iign that our High Priell is alive, 
though we &e him not, and lives for ever in the pre- 
fence of Jehovah, to make iaterceffion for us. 
The pomegranates that were carioafly wrought be- 
twixt the bells, and equal, to them in number, may b^ 
an emblem of thofe fruits of righteou fa efs with which 
the preaching of the gofpel is attended. The fair 
mitr« that adorned his head with the venerable in«- 
fcription on the plate of gold furrounding his tem- 
p2e«,may pot usin mind of Jefos Chrift, who is the on^ 
]y crowned pried ; and not only holy, but holinefs 
itfelf onto th^ Lord ; yea, he is himfelf the holy 
JbhoVah, and fountain of holiaefs unto his people. 
For /' this is the name whereby he ihall be called, 
the Lord our righteonfnefsf ." 

Soch were the garments for glory and beauty the 
typical prieflhood were commanded to wear, andfach 
their mydical iigniftcation. Let ns come next to the 
manner of their conlecration. The Hebrew law^ 
giver is dire^ed to bring Aaron and his fons to the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation : there 
they were waflied with water ; arrayed w ith the 
prieftly vcftnients ; anointed with the coftly oil, which 
• Ifa.xi. J. ., t J«.Miii.*. 
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It was delth to counterfeit ; and> laftly^ faiKftiiied by 
the offering up of peculiar facrifices, whofc blood 
was put upon the extreme parts of their bodies-. 
Though every minute circumiiance.in ithefiS venera- 
ble rites may not be capable of application to Jeiusr 
Chrid^ it is fufficient if we can obferve a -general 
analogy. Aaron was waHied in water, to iignify, 
that he was before polluted ; and Chrift was baptiz- 
ed, not indeed bccaufe he was himfelf polluted, but 
as it became him to fulfil all righteoufnefs. Aaron 
was arrayed with the. appointed veftments ; and 
Chrift was clothed with the garment of Our fleih, eu- 
rioufly wrought in the lower parts of the earth* Aa* 
ron was anointed with oil, wherewith the inferior 
prieils were but fprinkled; but Chrift is anoiuted 
with the Holy Gh oft, which God gives not! by me a - 
fare unto him. Aaron was cohfecrated with the blood 
of beafts j but Chrift was fandtified by his own blood, 
and made per fed through fufferings, by which he 
Learned obedience, though' he was the Son of God. 

The diirercnc parts of their fcniStion is the laft 
thing that' demands our attention. " Every high 
prifft taken fro^ among men,^' in the manner above 
defcribed, '.' is ordained for men in things pertaining 
unto God, and to offer both gifts and facrifices. for 
fin*.** This indeed was the moft diftinguifhing part 
of their otfice, and fuadamental to all other functi- 
ons that are appropriated to them. However^ t^aef 
^vcre alfo appointed to ble(k the people ; to.pray.for 
them ; to inftru<?t them in the knowledge of the di- 
' vine will ; to overfee the fervicc of the tabernacle; 
to blow the trumpets both in peace and war i.a.hd to 
jtcdge between the clean and the unclean. But we 
fee Jefus our High Prieft, giving, himfelf an offering 
anda facrafice.of fweet fmeUing favour, more grate- 
ful unto God, and more: appealing to his incenfed juf- 
tice, .than all the vid:ims that ever fmoaked in the 
worldly fanftuary, or than all the gifts, that ever 
•were prefented there, or than all the incenfe that 
*v-er. fumed from, the golden ccnfcr. Put off your 
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robes, ye legal priefthood, your work is (iniihtd, your 
office entirely fnpcrceded ! What ye could not do by 
multiplied oblations> Jefus Chrtll has done by one 
facrifice. The vail is now rent, and the temple now 
deftroyed. The ihadow has given place to the fub- 
ftance. Perhaps it was not without a myftic Cgnifi- 
eation, that Zacharias, a prieft of Aaron's order, 
and the father of John the harbinger of Chrift, Was 
ftruck dumb when ofhciating in the temple, fo that 
he could not fpeak unto the people- when he came 
forth of the holy place. Might it not be a filcnt 
omen, that a difpenfation was now commencing in 
the days of the Meiliah, wherein none of Aaron's 
order fliould open their mouths any more to blefs the 
people, faying, *^ The Lord blefs thee, and keep 
thee : the Lord .make his face to fhine upon thee^ 
and be gracious unto thee : the Lord lift up his coun<» 
tenance upon thee, and give thee peace*.'' Jefus is 
that prieft whom God hath fcrit to blefs us ; who prays 
for his people ; whofe lips keep knowledge to inftrudt 
us in the will of God. Jefus is that prieft who over- 
fees the fervice of the tabernacle, being head over all 
things to the church, which is his body. Jefus is 
that prieft who how blows the great trumpet of the 
gofpei, and whofhall dcfcend Ihortly from heaven with 
a fhout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God, to gather the congregation of 
the righteous. Then all who have not him for their 
prieft, to wafh and fprinkle them with his hyflbp and 
blood, fhall^ have him for their prieft to pronounce 
them utterly unclean. 

DC. The Hiflory. of Jof^yua. 

THE names of Jofhua and Jefus are fcarcely more 
like than their atchievements. This captain> 
fo famous in the facred hiftory, was nonunated to b© 
the lucceflbr of Mofes, and ordained by God's com- 
maud, to this high poft, in the prefence of all tlie 
congregatiou of ifrael. He received the name of 
Jofhua before, when fen t to fpy out the land, his 

» Num vi a4, 25' ' " ' ^ ^"^ ' 
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former Vk^mt being. Qihea : and he is the firft of the 
typical pterfoAS who was called hy the very, name^ by 
w^ich». in future age^j, a greater Saviour than he was 
cominonly known* Perbapsr k wa^^ not without its 
snes^nsng, that he was the fervant before he was tjhe 
fucceHbr of Mofe&; for it mightiigiufyi that oar Je- 
fua was firft to become the l^rvant of the taw> before 
he ihoald abolifh it. Bat pailuiig this, let us take a. 
more particular nojtke of t^ ipoft memorable p^ifla- 
ges of that marvellous campaign^ 

Ai^d the firft thing that prefents itfelf to our view 
IS: his. pd^g the Jordaa> which was miraculoafLy 
driven backj. to affoM a fafe p;aflage to the chofen 
people. lathis river God was pie afed; for l>he firft 
time, to magnify his fervant Jofhua in the figh^ of 
all the tribes of U'rael ; and in: this river it pleaded 
God to give the firft moft public t«ftimony to- Jefus 
Chrift^ when the heavea^ feemed to^opea at \u^. bap- 
tifm, and the Holy Ghoft defti^nded ia.tihe likenefe of 
a dovei and a voice from the excellent gJ,Qry. pro- 
claimed: his high charader. Bui; the chi^f thin^ to^ 
be obferved here^ is the refemblance betwixt the paf- 
fage of Ifrael over Jordan, into the promifed laod» 
lender the condu^ of Jo0iua> and the pa^^ge of all 
the redeemed, through deathi into the heaveqly In- 
heritance. Long had they traverfed the vaft and 
howling wildernefs^ the haunt of ravenous beafts, 
and. poifonous-ferpents, where their hearts> many a 
time, were like to faint for thirft and hunger ; but 
now the land, flowing with, milk and lioney^ receiver 
them, and their wanderings, in the pathlefs defart, 
are forever ended. Though Jordan overflows his 
banks, their march is not obftrufted. O powerful 
prefence of Jeh&vahl "The fca faw it>and fled, and 
Jordan was driven back*." And now they, have ta- 
ken their farewell of the weary wildernefs : we hear 
no more of the mtraculpus cloudthat condud:ed tiiem, 
nor of the mann.a that fed them forty years. Such ia 
the fafety of all true Ifraelites> when marching; to 
their promifed red:, under the condu^.of theCaptala 
• Pfal. cxiv. 3. 
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of their falvation. Peach is the Jordan 
which they pafs^ from the wildernefs of thi 
into the blifsful regions of immortality. B« 
they pafs through thefe waters^ they Oiall d 
flow them ! for he who dries up the water|| 
fea by his rebuke^ will be graciouflv prefei 
tbem^^till they gain the fafe ihore of Immanuef 
Then ihall the ordinances he difcontiuued^ i 
Bible fuperfeded, which are fo neceflary in xhfA 
dering ftate to fupport their lives, and guidl 
paths I as the cloud yanlAed, and the manoaj 
to fall, when the fine wheat of Canaan fuppli 
Ifraelites with food> according to the promife. 
not Mofes, but Jofhua/ who leads through J 
Jefas, thou art the only conquerer of death. . 
will they do when they come to the fweilings 
dan, who are not under thy aufplcious cor 
Thanks be to God who gives us this viftorj 
death, not through Mofes, or the law, but tl 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Twelve (lones w^re left 
Hebrew captain, as a memorial of this great (l< 
ance ; and twelve apoftles were appointed b 
Captain of our falvation, to be witnencs of all 1 
which he^did, both iv\ the land of the Jews, i 
Jerofalem. 

From the banks of Jordan, let us now come 
walls of Jericho, the accuried city. Never was 
or garrifon befieged ip fuch a manner before or 
No mounts are raifed ; no battering rams are a 
to the walls y no attempts are made to fap the 
dations ; but by the diredion of the Lord of 
the army marches in filent parade round the 
1 heir martial mufic is not tlie found of their 
trumpets, but of ram-horns, blown by their ji 
Ridiculous., weak, and foolifh, as this new met] 
aHault might feem to the unbelieving iinners ; 
richo, they foon found, that the w^eaknefs of \ 
ftronger than men, and that the mod coaten 
means, when God ordains them, fiiall gain the 
in fpite of all oppofition. <* What ailed thee, ' 
that thoufleddea ? Jprdan,. :r hat . thou w?^ft i 

F 
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back* ?** and ye walls of Jericho, that ye fell flat to- 
the gf outtd, when compaSed feven days I It was not 
owing to the fword of Ifrael, nor even to the found 
of the trumpets, bnt to the power of Ifrael's God, - 
accompanying this feeble mean, prcfcribed for the 
trial of their faith, and proof of their obedience. 
For, G the power of faith ! had their walls threaten- 
ed the clouds, and hkd been harder than adamant, 
firmer than brafs, down muft they taitible on the 
evening of the feventh day. Thus are the ftrong- 
holds of fin, and every high thing that exults itfelf 
againd the New-Teftament Jofhua, cafl down by the 
mighty weapons of the ChrifUan warfare, which are 
not carnal. The feeble voice of the gofpel, when 
jfaithfully preached, though not with a filver found, 
or with excellency of fpeech, fhall be' mighty, through 
God, to triumph, over all oppofition : fo it was in the 
. days of the apoftles ; fo it has been in every diftant 
age ; and fo it fhall be, till the vidory is complete. 
Thus, Babylon, fhall thy proud towers be levelled 
with the ground, though fcemingly fearlefs of aflfault. 
**For the day of the Lord Ihall be on every high wall, 
arid on every one that is proud and lifted tlp'f." 
Though the kings of the earth fhould give their 
fl;rength to the beaft, our Jofhua fhall prevail by the 
fOTolifhriefs of preaching, and the found of the gofjiel- 
jtrumpet ; and at the appointed time the ftrong lung'd 
angel fhall cry, "*' Babylon the great is fallen, is faU 
Jen^" 

The faving of Rahab and her houfehbld is the next 
remarkable occurrence. Who would have expe6:ed 
to find, in this city of deftruftion, even a flrong be- 
liever, whofe faith fhould be celebrated by one apoflle, 
and her work by another ? and who fhould alfo have 
the honour to make one of the illaftrious line, from 
whence the Meffiah fhould arifc ? But fo it was. 
Though once a notorious finner, and called Rahab fhs 
harlot to this day ; yet fhe was a believer of the pro- 
mife that God made to Ifr^el, and proved by her 
; works, that her faith was genuine : for protefting 
f Plal, cxiv. ^. t Ifa. i;. x». \ Rev. xlv. i?. 
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tke meflengers of Joihua at the hazard of her life, 
&e preferred the.interefts of the chtirch of God to 
thofe of her country, which ihe knew very well was 
impofiible to be faved. Though we can by no means 
^a(bify the diffimulation by which (he faved the fpics 
from the purfuivants of the king of Jericho ; yet, as 
God has forgiven her for being once a harlot and a 
liar, fo muli we alfo forgive thofe blameable parts 
of her condud>.of whkh Ihe has long iince truly re- 
pented. Well does Joihua anfwer his name, in fav- 
ing not the race of ifrael only, but Rahab, though 
a curfed Canaanite, with all her houfehold, though 
fioners of the Gentiles. . Was it not a dark prelude 
of JefttS Chriftf.our better Joihua, his favlng the Gen- 
tile -world from the wrath to come, as well as the 
preserved of Jacob \ Might it not portend, that pub- 
licans and harlots, and luch notorious finners, fliould 
b« received among the firft into his heavenly king- 
- dosi ? and that the harlot Gentiles, who formerly 
were fervmg divers 4ttfts, and living in the moft abo- 
minable idolatries, ihould be incorporated into the 
holy fociety of the churchy and efpoufed as a chaile 
bride to Jefiis Chrift, as Rahab became a profelyte 

• to the J6wi(h religion, and the wife of Naa0bn, an 
illaftrious prince in thii chief of their tribes ? Per- 
bapa the fear let thread, which at the diredion of 

• the fpies,' £be hung forth at her window, as a dif- 
crimmatlng fignal, by which all under her roof were 
exempted from the difmal deviation ; perhaps I fay. 
It might be an Intimation, though a very obfcure one, 
that the Shedding of thrift's red blood ihould prove 
the meahs of falvation to the Gentile world, and of 
making peace betwixt the Jews and them, who^ were 
formerly at variance, and harboured mutual hatred. 
Red was the colour of falvati6n to Ifrael in ^gypt, 
when the fprinkling their doors with blood, prote^- 
ed them from the deftroyingangePB fword j and red 
is the colour of falvation to Rahab in Canaan, when 
the hanging a fcarlet thread over her window. Was 
her fecurity from the deftroying fword of Krael- 
Happy they who have the bVood of €hrift upon them* 
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not /fi/t deftrnSiiofiy (as tlie Jews who murdered him, 
aad imprecatcw this dreadful vengeance on themfelves^ 
and their poftcrity) but ft^ faivathuy (as all them 
who heHeve). Rahab's fafety was confirmed by the 
oaths of men ; but theirs by the oathof God^ for 
whom it is impoifible to lie. Deiirudtion approaches 
not thefe doors ; death enters not thefe windows 
where tlie blood of Chrift is found* 

In vain did the kings of Canaan conTpire to oppofe 
the vidorious Jofhua after the deftru^ion of Jericho ; 
for at laft he bids his captains fet their feet upon 
the necks of the hoilile princes^ in token of full con- 
queA. Nor was it (Irangehe ihould be able to>do 
this, when the very heavens befriended them, by 
calling down. prodigious hailftones to kill his flying 
enemies ; and their mod glorious luminaries, the fun 
and moon, were obedient to his voice, and flood flill 
in their habitation, till. the vengeance. written was 
executed upon the devoted nations. Such is that com* 

. plete viiftory over all the enemies of God and his peo- 
ple, which he ihall gain who goes forth conquering 

^nd to conquer. It is the diflinguifhed honour of all 
his faithful foldiers to tread upon the devil, the 

. world, and the lulls of the fle£li- Thefe are the dra- 
gons and the lions which they trample under their 
foft; thefe are the kings they bind with chains ; thefe 
are the pations they fhall da(h in {hivers, as a pot- 
ter *s vcilel with a rod. of iron. And a time in com- 
iug when the upri^t ihajl have dominion over the 

, wicked ; for fo Is his will^ whom not only the fun 

j«nd moon, but all the numerous hod of heaven and 
earth obey. 

. ht lad the favoured nation of the Jews are brought 
ioto their promifed red, under the condud of their 
: valiant ^ener:al. He puts them in quiet poileflion of 
;hat happy :country which he had before fpied out for 
them. This Mofes could not do. So Jefus Chrid hath 
introduced us, not into a temporal red like thine, O 
Joniaa,.but into a fpiritual and eternal red, an incor- 
ruptible and unde£ied inheritance, which the law 

< cou^d pot do^ haying become weak through the flelh^ 
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X. The mfioryi df Samfon. 

LET as aow glance at the prodigious fates of Sam- 
fon, that mighty and renowned radge of Ifi^ael/ 
whof<fr birth, life, and death, "Were all fo extra otdi- 
nary, that, as fomefuppoTe, the fabulous tales of Her- 
cules, fo famous in Greece, are but this true hiftory 
metaniorphofed, and dalhed with fidion. It riiay in- 
deed feem odd to infert a pcrforh whofc; vices were fo 
glaring and unmaianerly in the cataloga^ of the il- 
luftrioufi types of Jcfus Chrlft ; for the hints of his 
religious and faintly difpofition in the hiftory of th6 
Judges/ are fo dubious and fparing, that oine would 
be tempted to fafpe^t whether he was a faint at all. 
But the honourable charafter he was veftcd with by 
God, and the (ignal deliverances of his pc'ople be wa^ 
enabled to atchievc, afford us more than a prcfump- 
tion, that he was hot wholly, a ftrahger to the fear 
of the Lord. Above ail, his reputation as a believ- 
er, is firmly eftabliihed by a .New'-Tcftameot writer, 
who ranks: him among the eminent wofthie3, who 
" lived and Jied i^ faith ; who by faithifiibdued king- 
dotns> ; .wrought :. righteoufnefsj ^ obtained promifes, 
ftopt the: mouths- of lions^ quenched the Violence of 
fire> cfcaped theedge of the (word, out of weaknefs 
were ma^eftroug,. waxed taliisrnt in fight, and tam- 
ed to. flight the armies of the aliens*.". Be it fo^ 
tbat> on-^accountof the criminal weaknefs of hiS mind, 
which. .wrought his. own deftrudion,- he is rather a 
figure of the finner, yet if we confider the prodigious 
ftrength' of .his bddy', which wrought fal vat ion in ff- 
rael, he is juftly.efteemed a figure of the Saviour. 

The.-cirtumftahces of his birth fo much rfefemble 
tbofe of Jefus Chrift's^, that we can fcarcely pafs them 
over in' filence. • Both Jefui Chriff'and he were con- 
ceived in an extraordinary mariner, befidfe the courfe 
of nature? thdr birth^ and future importance, were 
declared, by a meffenger from the* ihviflble' world, to 
th^ir female parents; that they ihouldbe Nazarites. 
«iUo*God,L.and favioursof .IfraeL : 0»ly wketc^; 
♦ Ylth, xi. 33, 34V ^ 
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Samfon's mother was but a barren fpoiife^ the niotber 
of Jcfas was an unlposted virgin. The an^l that 
speared to Manoah's wife refafed to tell his name 
when importuned ; but the angel who appeared to 
the wife of Joifeph, declared who he was without be- 
ing alked. Samfon was but a legal Nazarite from the 
womb^ and many a time he feems to have a^ed a part 
very unworthy of fiich a facred name ; but Jefus Ckrift 
was that in fubftance, which Samfon and other Naza- 
rites^ were only in £bado w ; *^ holy^ harmlefs, unde- 
Jled,,feparated from finners* ; purer than fnow* whit- 
er than milk, more ruddy in body than rabies, his 
pollfliing was of fapphiref.** He was during his 
whole life, dedicated to the fervicc of God, aburad- 
^d from the affairs of the world, denied to the gra- 
tifications of fenfe, and pure from all uncleannefs. 
And, laflly, that the refemblance betwixt him and 
tha^t religious order might be more complete, where- 
as, at the expiring of their vow, they were obliged, 
by th^,diyine law, to offer as many facrifices. as though 
they had been lepers, even though they had fully 
complied with all their reftridiions j — fo Jefus Chrift, 
that he might fully pay his vow to the mighty God 
of Jacob, offered himfelf a facrifice, though he had 
no Hn of his own to be expiated. And perhaps it is 
more than a conjecture, that his education in the vil- 
lage of Nazareth, which occafioned his being calJed 
a Na^arene, in the common ftile of his country, was 
intendeds in the fccrct providence of Godiy to be an 
intimation to all, that k^ was the true Nazarite, in 
whom tiie ancient laws of^^azaritefhip were to re- 
ceive their end : and thus, according to a holy evan- 
gelift, it is fulfilled that is wriken in the prophets, 
<* He ihail be called a NazareneJ." 

We ihall now come to take notice of fome of the 
moft fingplar a:^ions of this illuftrious Danite, 
which are as uncommon as his extraordinary birth 
prefaged. Whether his marriage with a Philiftine, 
was any dark figure of the calling of the Gentile, I 
'WilJ not determine. But his encounter with the 
? Hcl, viii. a6, f Lam, iv. 7, \ Matt. ii. aj. 
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young lion that roared againft lum, when he had no 
defeafive weapon in his hand, in which he was vi£^o- 
rious, (a prelude of his future vidories^) feems not 
tinlike that firft prelufive battle our Redeemer had 
with the roaring lion of hell, who met him in 
the wildernefs, and^ roared againft him by three moft 
hideous temptations^ but was tbtally routed and over- 
come by the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

ffai/ Son of the moft High', heir of both w^r/dsp 
Queiler of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Now enter, and begin to Jave mankind. 

MiLTOlf. 

And whereas the dead carcafe of the lion is re- 
corded to have become an hive of bees, wbo^byfome 
ilrange inftindt, chofe here to make their honey i this 
may at leaft put us in mipd, what are the happy ef- 
fe<3:s of the conquefts of our Redeemer. The law 
roared againdhim, by its threatenings -, but he over- 
came it by his complete fatisfadion. Death roar- 
ed againft him, and thought to fwallow him ; but, O 
death ! he was thy pla^e. Be not afraid of the con- 
demning law, ye that believe in the Son of God; 
tremble not at the thoughts of death ! Thefe roaring 
lions are quelled by your almighty Redeemer, who 
has feen the travail of his foul, and is fatisfied, as 
Samfon did eat of the honey which he found in the 
carcafe ; and who alfo invites his people to partake 
With him in his repaft, as it is faid, '' Eat ye that 
which rs good, and let y^ur foul delight itfelf in 
fatnefs*." — To have beheld a flight of eagles alighted 
on the carrion, would have been no uncommon occur- 
rence ; for ''where the carcafe is, there will the ea- 
gles be gathered togetherf*" But for bees to take 
up their quarters on a dead carcafe, and there to de- 
pofite their delicious ftores, is fo unlike the natural 
diA>oiition of thefe clean and prudent infects, as to 
afford the matter of that famous riddle which this 

treat champion propounded to his friends, on occa- 
on of this extraordinary adventure, anS which they 
were not able to guefs the meaning of, .till, accord. 
♦ Ifau hr. *. > t Matt, axiv, a«. 
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iAg t9 the proverb thea uled^ they ploughed with hh 
heifer. That fwflnrms of chriftians fltould be afloci- 
ated together, and lire by the death of J^fas Chnft, 
the lion of the tribe of Jodah^ whofe ueih is meat 
indeed ; that glory fiiottld cone to us by his di&ci- 
nouTy riches by his poverty, ftrength by his weaknef^, 
Fife by his death ; that the moft unlikely means fl&ould 
bring, about the moft glorious and beneicial ends ; 
that our molt terrible enemies Should be meat for us ; 
that what promifes nothing but ftench and putrefac- 
tion, Ihould yield fweet comfort and refrefhmcnt ; 
thefe are. the things,, which, by the gofpel, are de- 
clared unto us. Here, Samfon, thy riddle unfolds 
itfelf, which none can underftand aright who plough 
not with God's heifer ; that is, the Spirit of God, 
who fearcheth all things, and reveals what the na- 
tural man rccciveth not, nor knows. 

It was (Irange the Ifraelites did not join together, 
underfoch a redoutcd champion to fliakeoffthe fbame- 
ful yoke of the Philiftincs. Bnt they were fo loft to all. 
fenfe of fliame and gratitude, as to treat the deliverer 
of their country like the betrayer of it. They bind 
(by his ow^ confent) their judge and avenger, and . 
traiteroully deliver him to their tyrants and . oppref- 
lors. But their joy was (hort in their prifoner.v For 
burfting their bands> and Rafting away their cords, 
•with a very contemptible wj^apon.,.lie deals death 
and defoiation at every blow, and^m^akes a moft ter- 
rible carnage. For the Spirit of the Lord came up- 
on hiin, and ftrung his arm with more than mortal 
vigour ; and the promife was literMly. fulfilled, " That 
one ftiQuld chace athoufand*.*' * Even fo> the avenger 
of the human race, the Lord Jefa$ Chrift, was bafely 
delivered up by his own countrymen, who had re- 
ceived many favours fri>m hiip, into the hands of the 
Gentiles* But without his own confent', judas, with 
all his routj could hot have bound him. O Saviour 
#f the world \ thy love to men, and obedience to Godj 
were the injrilible but mighty cords that held thee 
bit. Thefe, are not the nail^ that transfixed th; 
• Jofh. xaiii... 10, 
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hands and feet^ hindered thee to fave thyfelf, and 
come down from the crofs. But the triamphing of 
the wicked was Ihort ; for when they vainly imagin- 
ed they had him fure and fafe^ faftened to a crofs^ and 
iaid in the grave, he ftarts up a dreadful adverfary, 
the cords of death are not able to hold him ; out of 
weaknefs he is made ftrong ; and though all nations 
eompafled him, yet in the name of the Lord he did 
dcftroy theni. And how contemptible was the infiru- 
men t he ufed in this mighty work! As when Samfon, 
who wanted not fpears and fwords, was directed to 
ufe no other weapon but the jaw bone of an afs ; fo 
Jefus Chrift> who could have commanded thcfecular 
arm to fpread the conquefts of his gofpel, or have or- 
dained ftrength out of the mouths of eloquent orators, 
and profound philofophers ; yet chofe contemptible 
fifhermen, and perfeded prail'e out of the mouths of 
babes and fucklings. 

I^mi^ht mention, in the next place, his marvellous 
efcape from Gaza, where he was watched all night 
by his enemies ; l)ut he eluded their vigilance, and 
unhinging their mafly gates, he took away upon his 
ihoulders part of the battlements of that (Irong city, 
for they were not the Lord's, and carried them to the 
top of an hill, the enemies having no power either 
to refift or to purfue. An emblem of our mighty Sa- 
viour ileeping^ in the chamber of the grave, where 
he was watche'd by the jealous fcribes and pharifees, 
-who vainly imagined to hinder his refurre6i:ion. But 
when they lead expeded^ he arofe ; he burft the gat6s 
of death ; and leading captivity captive, he afcended 
on high. 

But the manner in which he died, is perhaps what 
moft entitles him to be the type of Jefus Chrift, who, 
like Samfon, was betrayed and ibid by a pretended 
friend, bound, blindfolded, infulted, and mad« his 
^rave with the wicked. Like Samfon, he willingly 
reiigned hb breath j but by his death, death was a- 
boliflfed, principalities and powers Vere fpoiled^ 4nd, 
O ye enemies of falvation, dcftruaions have a per- 
petual end* Thy death, O Jefus, is our life, and by 
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thy crofo wc triumph over thefc wicked lufts that 
have ihorn the locks of our ftrength ; have bound us 
with fetters of iroo ;-have put out the eyes of pur 
mind) and made us dwell in darknefs^nd toil at the 
abhorred drudgery of the devil 1 Happy they who 
are avenged of thefe cruel enemies^ though like thee, 
O Samfon, they Ihould, die with them 1 

XL The Hiftory of David. 

THERE is fcarcely a more amiable and confum- 
mate character to be found in the compafs of fa- 
cred hiftory than David *s^ notwithftanding fome bk- 
mifhes w'ith which it is tarniihed. What mouth is 
not opened in the praifes of this good king, the fird 
of the kind that fwayed the Jewi/h fceptre^ who is 
honoured to be the penman of thefe devout aAd rap- 
turous compoiitions^ fliiled the Pfaimsy where the 
graces of poetry ftrive with the beauties of holinefs, 
and which are juftly efteemed the tre«fure of the 
world, and ^ complete fyftem of revelation in minia- 
ture I When we conilder^ that fervent devotiosi> that 
fubmiifion J:o the divine 'will, that delight in God's 
law^ and zeal for his worihip, that fpirit of forgive- 
iiefs in the cafe of pergonal iBJunes, and the other 
lovely graces that breathe through all his writings 
and hiftory, we muft certainly allow him to have 
been a faint of thie firft magniittde. Bat it is chiefly 
to he obfetved, to the honour of this iUoftrioaa king, 
fo much talked of in the Bibilie, that he was at once 
9 prophet, a .pr.ogeQtitor>. and a figfjre of the MeiSah. 
The laft particular 19 fo evident f^om innnmerahle 
places, where David and his Lord exchange not oa- 
}y words and fpeeches, but alfo names, that taking for 
granted this obvious truth, we ftitall briefly hint at the 
moft remarkable parallels betwixt them. 

Berhaps his very name Davidy which fignlftes. ^r/e»- 
^d, may intimate, that Chrift his antitype ftionld be 
the lieloved of God and of men. But it is certain the 
place of his birth was always held to be the fame 
where Chrift ftiould be born. Might not this be oae 
reafon why David (who wa& a prophet^ and knew 
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that liimfelf -v^ras a type of Clirift, and that he (hould be 
born inthefame village )dircovered fuch a fondnefs for 
Rethlehem> as to be felzed With ardent longings, e- 
vcn for a draught of water from its well ? Moch was 
this little village aggrandized^ by giving birth to 
king David, but more by giving birth to Jefus Chrifi: 
for fo the prophet fings : **But thou Bethlehem»£pb« 
rat ah, though thou be little among the thoufands of 
Jndah, yet out of thee ihall he come forth unto me, 
that is to be a ruler of Ifracl, whofe goings forth have 
been of old, from everlafting." 

From the place of his birth, let us come to the qua- 
lifications of his perfon, both in body and mind. The 
raddmefs of his complexion is very particularly no- 
ticed by the facred hihorian. Andbefides the come- 
liAefs of his perfon, his prudence and valour recom- 
mended him at court, when he had no higher title 
than tht fon of Jefe the Bethlehemite. But above all, 
his charader is crowned by that mod ample commen- 
dation God was pleafed to give him when he remov- 
ed Saul, ** I have found a man after mine own heart, 
that fhall fulfil all my will*," And where fhall thefe 
illalVrious endowments be found in their higheft per- 
feftions, but in the perfon of the Son of David ? who 
is white and ruddy, the chiefeft among ten thoufands, 
fairer than the children of men, the mighty God, the 
prudent fervant of the Lord ; and, latUy, who " came 
to do thy will, O God, thy law was in the mrdft of 
his heartf.^' 

JLet us next compare their fafFeriiigs, and we fhall 
find a furprifing refemblance. We might, firft, take 
notice of his lurking in obfcurity, for a long time in 
his father's houfe, where he tended the flocks of flieep, 
before he was a ihepherd of men. But though the like 
obicurity was the fate of Jefus Chrift for a long track 
of years, when he dwelt in his father's houfe; per- 
haps it is not fo proper to mention this particular 
under the head of David's afflid:ions ; for we can fcarce 
donbt but it was the moft happy period of his whole 
jife, when he followed the ewes with young. From 

• Apl* xiii. ax> t Pf»l '^i- 5- 
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the time he began to attra^ the obCervation of the 
world, what was the greateft part of his life but a 
continual war \ His owabrother made him a very fur- 
ly fpeech, to deter him from his firft public adventure 
in encountering Goliath, infinuating, that the fole 
motive he had in viiiting the camp at that jun£^ure^ was 
pride and naughtinefs of heart. Which puts us in 
mind of the coarfe reception our gracious Redeemer 
met with from his brethren according to the flefli, who 
received him not, but loaded him With the moft odi- 
ous imputations, and virulent reproaches, and always 
puc the worft con(lrud:ions upon his words and anions. 
We are alfo told, that fome of his neareft relations 
believed not on him. — And as to the perfecutions he 
endured under the tyrant-reign of Saul, (which were 
the occafion of many fweet pfalms, tranfmitted even to 
our times,) thelikenefs betwixt them and thofeof Je- 
fus Chrift, under the tyrant-reign of Herod, is great- 
er than one would think at firit view. David's lif« 
IS fought after by his own king : and what was the 
quarrel ? It was the fearthat D^vid would fucceed to 
the crown, as was revealed to the prophet Samuel : fo 
Tefus Chrift is pcrfecuted by 1-terod king of Judea, 
from the foolifii fuppoiition that he could elude the 
high decrees of Heavenandfaliify the fcriptures of the 
prophets. In David's quarrel the innocent priefts in 
Nob were cruelly butchered ; and the innocent babes 
in Bethlehem in the caufe of Jefus Chrift. " Curfed 
be their anger, for it was cruelj." But both the 
bloody tyrants ihared the fame fuccefs, for as all at- 
tempts to feize the perfon of David were vain, fo He- 
rod *s bloody p^lot againft the life of Chrift proved a- 
bortive. But when we are remembering David, and 
all his affliaions, we muft not forget that very fingo- 
lar one which befel him, when he was compelled, by 
an unnatural fon, and rebellious fubjefts, to fly from 
his royal city : and, with his forrowful friends, pafled 
over the brook Kidronin a melancholy plight. It was 
over this fame brook the Son and Lord of David paf- 
fed to that fatal garden where he was apprehei^dedj 
f G«n. x!ix 7. 
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in company with his forrowFtil apoftin; Aad what 
'Kv^s no fmall addition to David's diftrefs^ hii own fa- 
miliar friend, in whomlie con^ded, a fcrvant that cat 
of his bread, played .the traitor, and lift np his he^l 
againft him ; a circumftance which was not wanting 
in the cafe of Jcfus Chrift, betrayed by one of his a- 
pofties. Who knows'not that the fame fcriptorcs are 
applied to Judas in the New- Tcftamcnt, that are in 
the Old fpoken of Ahithophel ? <^ Let his habitation 
be d^&tiate, and let another take his office^/' It \^ 
triie* the Son of David knew from the beginning whb 
fhould betray him> which 'David knew not : bot in o-' 
tber refpe^ts the pa raJ lei is very near i for both the<« 
curfed traitors were alike in their former character 
andtruft, alike in their execrable viHany^affid alik* 
in their tragical end. 

Having ^aumeratcd fome of David's typicftl afffic- 
tionsy let \x% com« to his renowned atchievements 
both in war and peace, wherein alfo he feeitjs'to havfr 
been defigned an emblem of the fame glorious perf^n.' 
His vi<?tory -over that proud ihfalting. Philiftine,' ^vlfo 
defied the armies of the living God, is iion<! iJf the 
leaft ejxploits for which he Hands recorded' in the 
rolls of f^me. He heard his Ibiafphemoas r^iilings ; 
he faw the unmanly terror of the Ifraelites; who all 
declined the fipgle combat of this vain.boafter j he 
was informed of the great rewards the vJd:or (liould 
receive from the king, j and notiu the Jeafi jntimidat- 
cd by the "fierce appearance, he rcfolvcsto aoce^pt tlie 
challenge, in the name of the infult:ed GoH of Ifr'aQl. 
Armed with no weapons but hi« ftaffand flihgyhcliyi 
the vaunting warrior proftrate in death; adding With- 
all this indignity to his hugecorpfe, of fevering bis • 
head from the body with his own ffwdi-d'.r^Let the* • 
vaunting Goliath bie an emblem' of th e d^il, wlio' to g^ ' 
the power death, A great reward is propofe^ bjl thfc-^ 
King of heaven to the perfon whojhttll eiico»nt^r arid ^ 
overcome thi^i formidable enemy. Nty^nian, no angtl/'* 
dared the arduous enterprife. ' But Jeiap ;C^inft,l<d^*'^ 
fcejjding to vifit his brethren,, and fee our cgmp',mov-' 

»Pial. px. 8. A^Ski i. io. ' ' • 
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ccl-w.iti*'bccoB4ing zeal for the glory of God, and 
the ialv9^tio$ of. the human -race; and^&r the jdy- that 
w^sfet before rhim, prepares .fa imfelf' for the mortal 
combat*.. His. brethren indeed-defpifedhim, and ufed 
him; rudely^ but he was not deterred from his merci* 
ful defigu. He.bobrowcd no. armour fromiis, for he 
only partook) of our infirm fieihly nature : but by his 
offti ikrength and wifdom -he obtained the victory with 
the Haff bf his: crofsr almoft unlikely 'weapon! for 
Qu(d:wl^ his ihietdasLd glorry^ and thfe lifter up of'liis 
hfad* *' By death/^ which was like the devil's fwqrd, 
*' he deftnoycd him. that had khe power of death* :** 
a^d the faying of the.pro|*et is fulfilled, ** 1 will fave 
them by. the. Lord their God, and will not fave them 
by bow, nor byiword, nor battle, nor by h^orfes, nor 
by horfement*.*' We might alfo obfcrve, how his tak- 
ing t^ctfti-ong-hold of Zloh from the Jebufites-might be 
anefl^lemof Chrltl's coiiqaering the Gentile church. 
His df firing ta find a plsice for the Ciod of Jacob ta reft 
in, way be conlidercd in the fame li^ht. This, O Sa- 
VioQi: v/as thy gracious defign in vifiting our regions 
o^ molality, to find a place of reft among th^hnful 
race of mfen, forthat God, whofe throne is tj^e high- 
eft heaven, and his footftoolthe earth; — to find not a 
ihadawy/ reft. upon an earthly mountain, or in a mate- 
ria-t ftrudur*, but a real, a glorious, an evferlafting 
reft in the temple of thy body the clmrch, that God 
the. l^p-rd might dwell forever among them^ 

iQreat was thcglory to which the kingof Ifrael was 
r^lfedfrom.fmall beginnings ^ and the prudence of his 
adraidlftration,' when he was' lifted out of the duft, 
proved him iiot to have been unworthy of fuch high 
dignity. ' It is true, we.muftialiow him to have com- 
mitfedinofraaU citrorsin fome particular afts of go- 
ve^mm^iit/; butSaa- to the^matn of his condu^, he re- 
ceJMedthis h9noijPable teftimony, "He fed tiiem ac- 
cdrd'mg to the integrity of this heart, i and guided 
thpm.by the.ikilfiilnefs.pf: his hands:]:;** Even fo the 
hu9i})le)SaVk)ur; "prho might truly fay, "Mine heart 
is.^9tr ^anghbyv'O Lord, neither are mine eyes lof* 

• Hcb. li. 14. . t Hof. i. 7. ;i Pfal. Ux^iii- 7a- 



The Hiftory of StJQnion. 63 

tj*y^ was exalted from his ftate of low debafcment 
to the highett pinnacle of glory, to become not only 
the head of his church bat of the Heathen ; and the 
pebpie who know him not, are made to ferve his will. 
But in this he far excels the type, that the annals of 
his reign are not ftained with any of the fm a I left blots, 
and ^^ of the increafe of his government and peace 
there (hall be no endf." 

We ihall but mention in the laft place, the cove- 
nant of royalty which God was pleaiied to make with 
David and his feed for ever ; an emblem of that 
covenant which God had made with Chrifl, as the 
Tcprcfetttative of his chofen people. This tovenant, 
O David, was thy confolation in all thy family>trials, 
and nnder the melancholy apprehenfions of thy fuc- 
ccllbr's apoftacy. O' may it alfo be our confolation ! 
and let all the children of Zion be joyful in their 
kin£ ! • 

XII. . Tk^^ [N'lftory. . of Solomvn. . 

THE itext illuftrious perfonage we .Ihall mention 
is Solomoh/theSon df David ; the wife, w'ealthy, 
magnificent, and peaceful monarch of Jerufalem, who, 
like his father, was honoured to be the penman o^ a 
very confidcrable and ufefnl part of the infpifed wf-i- 
tings, by which he may be juMy reckoned to hdve 
made abundant compepfatiqn to the church of God, 
for the great offence he was left to give to all good 
men, by the fad apoftacy of his advanced years. That 
he was a figure of the Meffiah, feems evident fr dm 
-what God ftid concerning him by the prophet Na- 
than, which is apj^lied tfy a New-Teftament \vriter 
to Jefus Chrift,— *^ I will be to him a Father, and Jie 
ihall be to me a Son:]: ;" — from what David faid in the 
feventy-fedond pfalm^;— -and from the moft excellent 
Song of fongs compofed by himfelf, not cdncei*nipg 
himfelf, but Jefds Chrift, the glorious Bridegroom of 
the church, under a borrowed name. Nor is it dif- 
ficult to find out feveral things in Solomon's chara^^er 
• Pfal. oxxxi. I. t Ua. i*. 7. ; \ Hch. V j, ^ 
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and-hiftofy, that greatly refesnble the chafadtcr and 
hiftory of a far greater perfon than he. 

We fhall firft take notice of that wifdomand faga- 
city for which he was fo much celebrated. It pleaf- 
ed God to confer upon this beloved kipg a ytjy un- 
common mcafiire of intcjleftual endowments, to fit 
him for dilchargiug the high office to which he was 
railed. He allted wifdom from God, as the beft and 
mofl perfedl gift : nor did he a(k in vain ; for God 
gave hiai ti v/ife and underftanding heart, as never 
monarch had before. His wifdoni far excelled that 
of tiie molt renowned fages of his time. The world 
of nature was all his own. He fpake of. plants and 
animals, from the triumphant cedar down to. the 
humble mofs j and from the foaring eagle to the 
creeping infefc. As a fcholar, no <jueftion tvas too 
liard for him to refolve ; and as a judge, no cafe too 
intricate to decide. The wifdom of his proverbial 
fayings, and the fublimity of his poetical compofi- 
tions, may be moft certainly inferred from thole fpe- 

, ciraens which have reached our times*. IZe was not 
only revered as the oracle of his country, bnt even 
princes, neighbouring and remote, coujted his friend- 
fiiip, and were ambitious of his acquaintance. His 
very lervants tjlat miniftered unto him, were pro- 
nounced happy by a great queen, who, fired with the 
love of wifdom, undertook a long and cxpenfive 
journey., leaving for a time the delights of her court, 
and tlic cares of (late, to pay him a vifit, of vi^hom 
fhe had heard fo much j though ftill, as Ihe after- 
wards acknowledged, thajc half.l^aJ not been' told 
her; therefore fliall fhe rife up in judgment agaioft 
the men in every generation, who refufe to hear the 
wifdom, and receive. the inflrudioii of a greater than 

' Solomon, who is the wifdom of God itfelf, .and in 
l«rhpni,.are hid treafitres, all treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge ; whp^ inftead of waiting till we come to 
feck htn), has come from heaven to us, and cries in 

. the chief places of concourfe, in the openings of 
the* gates^ in the city he uttereth his words, *' How 
long, ye iliiiple ones, will ye love fimplicity, and fools 
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'hate knowledge ? tarn you at my reproof*-" What 
was thy wifdom, Solomon, to his on whom, as the 
prophet teftifies, the Spirit of the Lord did rett, the 
Spirit of wifdom, counfel, and .knowledge, to make 
hinLofqiaiGk underilanding in the feaf^of the Lord? 
Admire we the vaft extent of Solomon's erudition ? 
There is no creature that is not manifeft in the iight 
of Jefus Chrift, from the grcateft unto the leaft.' It 
is recorded of him, that with the utmofl: facility he 
anfwered the hard queftions that were put to him. 
Neither can the wifdom of Jefus Chrift be non-pluflecl 
to anfwer the moft puzzling query, when that moft 
difficult of any has been refolved by him, '* Where- 
with fttall a guilty dnner come before the Lord ? and 
how fliall he bow himfelf before the high Godf ?" 
Was Solomon an acute penetrating judge, judging 
his people with righteoufnefs, and his poor with 
judgment ? Of Chrift it was declared, *' He ihall not 
judge after the feeing of his eyes, nor reprove after 
the hearing of his ears ; but with rightfeoufnefs fhall 
he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the 
meek of the earthf/' He difccrnsat firft view a Na- 
thaniel and a Judas, and will feparate the righteous 

' and the wicked. And what are the wife fpeeches of 
Solomon to thofe of Jefus Chrift., by whole Spirit the 
whole fcriptures were did:ated, and Solomon himfelf 
infpired ? 

To thfr wifdom let us fubjoin the wealth of Solo- 
mon, who made even fiiver in Jerulalem as the ftones 
of the ftrcet. But how \ fliall this agree to our Lord 
Jefus, who was himfelf a poor man, without a fixed 
dwelling-place, and whofe followers moft generally 
are the poor among men ? True indeed, he neither 
polIeiJed the riches of the world himfelf, nor can his 
iubjeclsboaft, that they have amaHed huge quantities 
of white and yellow earth, called lUver and gold i 
vet are thy riches, Lord Jefus, unfearchable ; eter- 
nity itfelf too fliort to count them. The arithmetic 
of angels would not be able tacaft the mighty funi. 
Thefc riches haft thou purchafed by thy poverty ; 

*. Prov. i. aa. t Micah vi. 6. ^ \ Ifa. xi. 3 

G 2 
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and what is faid of money "vre ftill more truly affirm 
of thyinexhauftible fulnefs, " Itanfwers all things*.'* 
If Solomon made filver as the ftones ; Jefus Chrift 
rendens the ipoft admired vanities of the world but 
lofs and dung* O the immenfe value of the riches 
of Chrift I of whom it is faid in the prophet, **Eor 
brafs I will bring gold, for iron filver, for wood brafs, 
and for Hones ironf.'^ Even fuch amazing wealth is 
fcarcely fit to be an emblem of the true riches, for 
a New-Teftamcnt writer rifes in the difcriJ)tion, and 
talks Qf a city whole inhabitants are kings, whofe 
walls jEire jafper, whofe gates are pearls, whofe 
flreets are paved with gold* Here that precious me- 
tal, on which the m-cn of the worldfet their hearts, 
is trodd(i;n with the feet. . How diminutive is the 
fplendor of •arthly courts 1 how defpicable is a Solo- 
Biou, though feated on his ivory throne, in conipa- 
rjfon of lach ftupendous magnificence ; which never 
indeed exifted in the world of nature, but has a true, 
though Ipiritual exigence in the kingdom of Jefus 
Chriil 1 To conclude then, as the wifdom of Solomon 
was but folly totbe wifdom of Jefus Chrift; fo in 
comparifon of his riches, his wealth was poverty. 

From his wifdom, and wealth, let us come to the 
extent of his dominions, which we. are told was very 
wide. And if in the multitude of people is the king's 
honour, theking Mefliah equals, nay, far excels the 
king of Ifrael. What was it to reign over all king- 
doms from the Euphrates to the Midland fea, and to 
the corner of Egypt, to his extcnfive fway, whofe 
kingdom rules over all ? 

But what was a moft fingular recommendation of 
Solomon's happy reign, for the moR part it was not 
difturbed, either with civil jars or foreign war; for, 
as his name imported, he was a man of reft ; and, ex- 
cept towards the latter end of his days, his fubjedts 
enjoyed the moft profound tranquility. This was 
dcfigned to be a faint reprefentation of the govern- 
ment of the Prince of Peace ; v/hofc gofpel is a doc- 
trine, which, if fniccrely believed, elFedually recon- 
* lc<il x. 19. . f Ifa. Ix. 17, , 
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cilcs men to God, and to one another. Therefore the 
ancient prophets, fpeaking of thefe peaceful times 
when Meffiah (hould reign, have colle^ed the mod 
ftrikhigand amiable images of peace that can well be 
conceived. They talk of nations beating their fwords 
into ploughfbares, and their fpears into pruning- 
hooks ; — ^that arts pf death artd mutual deftrudion 
Ihall no more be learned as an ufeful fcience ; — that 
the mod ravenous beaft fhall be as tame as thofe with 
which mankind are moft familiar ; — that the moft en- 
venomed ferpent Ihall ceafe to be pernicious ; that 
bows and fwords, and fuch like inftruraents of death, 
Ihall ceafe out of the earth, and the odious dki of bat- 
tle fhall be heard no more. If now thefe charming 
prophecies have not received their full accompKfli- 
ment, our wars and fightings, O Prince of Peace ! 
are not the native refult of thy gofpel, but they come 
from the lufts that war in our members. To this ori- 
ginal may they all be traced. O iliame to men, who 
are called by the Chriftian name, to aft a part fo un- 
like their facred profeffibn, by waging horrid wars 
with one another, and rejoicing in mutual flaughter 
to make their fwords drunk with blood ! Nevcrthe- 
lefs we, according to his protnife, expeft more happy 
times, when the import of thefe pred'iftions fhall be 
more fulJy known, and of the increafe of his govern- 
ment and peace there fhaJl be no endV For here in- 
deed the order is inverted in Solomon and his anti- 
type. Whereas the beginning of Solomon's adminif- 
tration was the moft peaceable part of at, the latter 
end of the Meffiah's government fhall be the moft fe- 
xene and happy period. - 

To pafi over the foreign i^^atch of the Ifraelitifh 
monarch, which fome have fuppofed a prelude of 
calling the Gentile church to the fellowfhip of Jefiis 
Chrift ; we fhall only take notice of the magnificence 
of 'Solomon's building. • He was pitched upon by the 
great God to build an houfe for hia name j and, un- 
der his dii*etaion, that facred ftrufture w^s reared at 
an immenfe charge. The workmen were foreigners, 
and many of the materials fetcjied from abroad. The 
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fiones being all prepared and fitted to each other be- 
forehand^ the noife of hammers, ^a^ not iieard as the 
building advanced. Who knows not, that the ancient 
temple was a figure of the church which is his body ? 
Chrift Jefus is the true ^Solomon, who builds this ho- 
ly and beautiful houfe^ not with dead, but with liv- 
ing ftones, which are hewed by the law, and ppliihed 
by the gofpel j and being thus fitly framed, thqy be- 
come a fpirxtuai building, and grow into an holy tem- 
ple in the Lord. Ev«n finners 4>f the Geiitile^ are 
employed in this honourable work of building up the 
church ; and of them it may be faid, ^* Ye are God'is 
building*.*' The dodrine of the ^poftles and: pro- 
phets is the foundation, and Jefus Chrift himfelf the 
chief corner ftone. 

Xril. The Hi'flory of Jo^ak. 

THE comparifon which our Lord w<i$ pleafed to 
make of himfelf and the prophet Jonah, when 
an evil and adulterous generation fought after a fign 
from heaven, forbids us to pafs over in filencc this 
fhort, but ftrange hittory, which is doubtlels one of 
thfcfe pafiages in the Old Teftament tt) which the a- 
poiHe refers, when he fpcaks of Chrift's- dying for bur 
fins, according to the fcriptures, atid being buried 
and rifing again the third day, acc.ording.to the fcrip- 
tures: *'For as Jonas was thr^e ^yjs trnd three nights 
in the whale's beiJy, fo was the Son of man three 
days and three nights in the heart: lof the carthf .*'' 

That \vQ may have the fulleft view of the rcfem- 
blancc, let us briefly recoiled what we ate told of this 
prophet in the book denominated from hitn. He is 
charged with a. commiiEon by the great God to de- 
nounce the vengeance of heaven againft the greatand 
finful city of Nineveh, the metropolis of the mighty 
Aflyrian empire. This is the firft time we read of 'a 
prophet fent ;to reform a Ceiitile tiationr; aoddoubt- 
lefs was a prelude of his granting Xo die Gentiles, in 
future times, repentance unto life. It. wa&Gotl'wbo 
commanded, and the prophet ought to have been all 
*- X Cor..MJ. 9« , t Matt, xiii 40I 
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fubnilffion. Eut as Simon the fon of Jonas long after 
difpated the command of God, when he was fcnt for 
the firft time to preach unto theGentilci ; fo Jonas, 
though a pfophet of the Lord, who ought to have 
known better thiogs, refolvcs to play the fugitive, 
and, like Cain, to go out from the prcfence of the 
Lord, and be an exile from the church where God 
was worfliipped, expecting to hear no more of fuch 
troublefome or^ders from above, if he was once on 
fome foreign ground. He finds at Joppa a Ihip bound for 
T«r(hifli ; and thinking it a fair opportunity of car- 
rying his fcheme into execution, he enters himfelf a 
paflenger. But, ye mariners, little did you think 
what a dangerous cargo you were taking on board ; 
for foon a tempcft from the Lord embroils the "ocean, 
and death fits threatening on every wave. Eyefy 
mariner betakes himfelf to his prayers ; but Jonas, 
the caufe of the ftorm, is faft afleep. Ke is feafonfa- 
bly reproved by the matter of the ihip for his untinie- 
ly fecurity, and enrneftly invited to join with theta 
in cailing alfo upon his God. A good advice lo 
be (\xrex but, ^la* ! Jonah^'s heart condemned hhn ; 
and though his God was the God of 'gods, he had 
littl« ground to hope that his prayer would be 
heirrd. Aias ! the guilty perfon was moft unfit to 
become a mediator for the reft of the crew. They 
rightly judged that this preternatural ftorm was fent 
by angry heaven to punifli fome notorious offender; 
it was put into their hearts to find out, by lot, who 
he was. And O furprifing \ a profcflbr of the true 
religion, and a prophet of the Lord, 'is fingled out, 
in a crew of Heathen liilors, as the greateft finncr 
in the fliip. His iniquity, which \it thought to have 
kept a profound fecret*, is revealed in the moft pivb- 
lie manner ; and himfelf is obliged to confefs his 
crime at large, that being a fervant and prop^het of 
the God who made heaven and earthy and the fca, 
and the dry land, he hadprefumtd to fly his prefence, 
and difobey his pofitive command. "SV^hat fh'all they 
do ? their cafe feems defperate. They aflc his counfel 
whom they now efte^med a prophet. Arid, though 
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. at the expencc of his life, hegiv^s them the beft di- 
. reclion could be thought of,— to caft hinifelf forth in- 
to the fea. But though he wa^ willing tp die, the 
^ good natured marii^ers were not willing to put hkn 
to death, till they had exerted their ufmoft eflPorts 
* to fav^ themrelves and him. Till, at Jaft they foiiad 
; their labour vain, and -with. great, r^luftance they 
heaved overboard the g«ilty prophet, *Jiavii>giirft 
fervently deprecated the guilt: of hjs blood. -Aad 
now the criminal they demanded being furrejidercd 
to the ocean, the tempeft ceafed to roar, and thei>il- 
lows laid aiide their rage ; .which had fuch a good 
effeA upon the mariners, as, it is hoped, .they prov- 
^4 fmcere worihipp^rs of the true God, whotw the 
winds aijid feas obi^yed. Who cquld expeft to hear 
of Jonas. any more ?: But, ftra;nge to ifay I a huge fiih, 
which the great Creator had commanded to be ready, 
. Jrcoeives :the aftonifhed- prophet imo-his belly> wbere 
.; he, livCrS. three days and three nights, being fupport- 
ii4<t by afn. Almighty power. . In;th}s flreaty joianfion he 
,;fin4«? time %q mQ4ia^ bis paft folly, an'd ciyiujitto the 
. Lord in the language of fincere repentance. And 
after- he. tad bee^n fuffiqiently Jjpunifll^d,; the> obedient 
. fifl^, returns j>i^" ^afe ^nd fountl on the dry Und flinrthe 
, third day. The cpm«niffion is. renewed.; .and,:wiftr 
than before, he- obeys ; goestx) Nineveh, and prjeach- 
^ es the doftrjne of repentance ; threatening them with 
dellrudion \\\ forty days. Thcjmeji of Nineveh re- 
> pent; {and God alfo delays.to fttikje the blow, and :re- 
. peiited him of th^e ev?il. . 

But what we intend chiefly to obferVe in t?he \rhole 
of this uncommon tranfa£tipn : a. greater than Jonas 
is here pointed forth in his death, burial, rcfurrcdion, 
. and preaching to the Gentilqs. . • • 

The calling fortb of Jons^h into the fea, bears no 
\ itnall refembjance to tJie dea.th of Chrift, though in 
^ fpme ciricumftaHces there is a cTogfiderable difference : 
for the prophet Jonah was, for-Ms own offences, de- 
liveifed into the hands of mariners, who, without bje- 
ing gl^Rty pf murder> or thiyft after his blood, did, 
with gr5eat.relu^ance^ thtow bim overboard for .thoir 
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own prefervation ; earneftly befeeching that his blood 
might not be laid unto theif charge: but JefusChrift 
being delivered-, not for his own; biatour offences, un- 
to the Jews and GentilcS;, Avas taken, crucified and*' 
flain with wicked hands ; while hils bloody murder- 
ers imprecated the direful vengeance of his innocent 
blood to be on thifm and their children. In other 
refpedfcs the -cafe of Chrifl and Jonah was more alike. 
With his own confent the prophet is caft forth into 
the fea, after he had acknowledged that hintfclf Was 
the man for whofe caufe th* ftbrm was.fcnt, and 
whom the angry ocean demanded ; fo Jefus Chrift 
laid down his life in tfhe moft voluntary manner, and 
boldly offered himielf tb the' Multitude, who were ^ 
fent to apprehend him, faying, " I am the man whom 
ye feek ; and, if ye feek me, let thefe go their way*/' 
Atld as the fufferings of the prophet> who was plung- 
ed into the ocean, were attended with the moft hap- 
py confe^uences, the ftiliing of the tempeft, the pre- 
fervation of the lives of the failors, and, as is hop- 
ed, the falvatioH of their fouls ; even fo, when Jefus 
the Son of God expired' on the crofs, this event, 
though in appearance tragical, was produdbi^e of the 
moft blefled effefts, appealing the tempeft of GodV an- 
ger, and faving from deftrudion the many for whom 
he gave his life a ranfom, fome of whom were the 
inftroments of his death. 

His lodging in the belly of the fifli three days and 
nights, moft certainly correfponds to' the burial of 
our Redeemer in the grave, a part of three natural 
clays. Never did tliat'monfter of the deep fwalloSv 
fiich a morfel before. Nor did ever the grave en- 
ciofe fuch a prifoneras Jefus was. Jonah, it is true, 
was not really dea<l,as Chrift was, when in the heart; 
of the earth: biit as that dark and difmal place of ' ^. 
darkuefs and corruption did much refemble the j 
gloomy horrors of-theloatlitome grave, and is evon ' 
irlled the h^Ily r,f hsH bv the prophet himfelf i^^c'r^ '• 
haps rhecirctiinftahce of Jonah*s. being alive in that/ 
living fepttlchre, may put us iti miud, that JefusChrift ' 
1 • John xviitr.8. ' - ^ 
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was the living God^ even when he w&s a dead man : 
for, O death 1 you was able indeed to r<nd his foul 
fud body from one another^ but neither foul nor bo- 
dy wei:e diilevered from his divine perfon. And as 
Jqnah . received no harm in that horrible prifon, 
(which was miraculous, if we conftder the ftreugth 
and heat in the (Ipmach of fa large a creature ;) fo 

iefus Chrift, when lying in the grave a pale and 
ioody corpfe, faw no corruption. 
His calling forth on dry land on the third day af» 
ter his iraprifonment, at the commandment of th< 
Lord, anfwers to the refurre<aion of the Son of God, 
who, at the commandment of his father was on the 
third day taken from prifon and from judgment. 
When Jonah was favedfrom the fifh, he was alfo fav- 
ed from the fea, revifiting at once the light of diiy 
and the dry land. When Chrtft was refcued from 
the grave^ he at the fame time emerged from under 
thofe billows of his F'ather's wrath which all palled 
over his head. It was not poffible that Jonah fhould 
be detained in his ugly dungeon^ when the Lordfpake 
unto the fifh. It was not poffible thaC Chrift fliould 
be held by the cords of death, longer than the ap- 
pointed time 5 and he may truly fay, "thou haft 
brought up my life from corruption, O Lord, txiy 
God*.'* Neverthelefs, in alTthings Jefus muft have 
the pre-eminence, and we muft certainly acknow- 
ledge that a " greater tli^n Jonas is heref*" For 
whereas Jonah did not contribute in the le aft toward<s 
his own reftoration, but would have forever continu- 
ed in that melancholy prifon, if he had not been mi- 
raculoufly delivered from it ; our Redeemer, on the 
other hand, as he had power to lay down kis life, fo 
he had power to take it again. The fi(h that fwallow- 
cd Jonah might, for ought we know, receive as little 
ha4;m b.y the prophet, as the prophet by the fifli; but, 
O grave, Jefus was thy deftnfl(!iion ! This hungry 
mobile r ha4 gorgeA alJ the race of Adam, and never 
faid, ^' It is enough:}:." Never any defccnded into 
the grave but it was able to digeft'^them, till Jefus 
• Jonah ii. 6. f Malt, xli.41. { l*rov. xxx. ij. 
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C^rift died and was buried. This grand devoorer 
fHatching the bait of his human body, was not aware 
of the hook of his divinity, and was forced to fur» 
reader her prey, having received fuch a deadly wound 
as never fiiali be healed. 

His preaching to the Ninevites, and faving them 
from imminent deflrudtion, correfponds to Jefus 
Chrift's preaching to the Gpntiles by his apoftles af«- 
ter his refurredion from the dead. For the gracious 
deiign of preferving a guilty city, by turning them 
from their evil ways, \va8 the prophet preferved in 
the monfter's belly, and revihted the light on the 
third day. And for the fame merciful purpofe wa« 
Jefns raifed from the dead to fave a guilty world 
from death, and to blels them, in turning tvtry one 
of them from their iniquities^ — The belief thofe poor 
Gentiles gave to the threatning prophet, and their 
fpeedy repentance^ was it not a prelude of that quick 
reception the dodtrine of Jefus Chrift fliould meet 
with among them that were aliens from the common- 
wealth jof Ifrael \ On this occafion the prophet adted 
a mod unworthy part, and evidenced a greater re- 
gard.to his own reputation, than the falvation of hit 
hearers. Sure never man fuitcd his name worfe ; for 
he is morelikea vulture than a dove. In this Jonah is 
not a type of Jefus Chrift, who wept over Jerufaiem, 
not becaufe they repented, but becaufe they repent- 
ed not, and knew not the things that belonged to 
their eternal peace. On this account, as well as 
thofe formerly mentioned, we may truly fay, that 
** a greater -than Jonas is here*." 

* -Matt. xii. .4I- 
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BOOK SECOND. 
TYPICAL THINGS. 

I. The VifioH of Jacobus Ladder. 

IN the multitude of dreaips there wants not' divert 
vanities ; yet God is alfo in deep ; and has conveyed 
to the human mind notices of the laft importance in 
a dream, in a vifionof the night, -when deep flcep fai- 
leth upon men, in flumberipgs upon the bed : fo great 
is that power he has overus,both wh^ we wake^ and 
when we fleep. A pregnant inftance of this wehave 
in Jacob's night-viJQon, which God granted unto him 
in Bethel, to chear his drooping heart, when he wan- 
dered all folitary, an exile from his father's houfe> 
to avoid the refentment of his brother. The fun was 
fet, and the lonely traveller not being able to reach 
the next town, or on fome other account, not known 
to us, refolves for one night to make the great God 
his landlord, the earth his bed, the ftones hi^s bolfter, 
and the canopy of heaven his covering 1 for though 
he was delicately brought up by his fond mother^ 
whofe darling child he was, the tender ufage he re* 
ceivcd had not fo far unmanned him, as to betray un- 
due foftnefs and effeminacy ; for upon this occadon 
be could put up with very courfe accommodation. 
There is no doubt his working mind would be fertile 
of melancholy thoughts, as he lay thus in the open 
air, expofed to the chill damps of the night, and o- 
ther dangers. Perhaps he might compare his difmal 
folitude with the happier 16t of Efau, who was en- 
joying himfelf at home with his father. Who knows 
but he might begin to think, that the birthright and 
bleffing he was fo fond of obtaining were not fuch 
great matters, as that he needed, for their fakcsr, to 
have expofed himfelf to fuch hardfhips as he prefcnt- 
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ly ffelt, ani might ftill cxpeft to me^t wft^ ? B«% if 
any fach pcnfivc thoughts difturbcd his tnind^they -were 
foon chaced away by tlit %Yelcojnc approach of flc«p, 
a,nd the dielightful vifion he faw, together -with the 
fricndlywords he fccmed to hear from the mouth of God 
himfelf : for ** he dre^med^, aad behold, a la^dder^ the 
top of it reached to heaven^ a^d the foot of itwasfet 
upon the earth : and behold, the angels of God af- 
cending and d^fcending upon tt. And behold the 

. Lord ftood above it* 5" not filent, but fpeaking words 
fall of inexprrffibie coitfcdation. The meaning of this 
emblem is the prefent fubjed of our thoughts : and 
perhaps it will be founds on a nearer infye^ti on, both 
to rcprefent the niy(\ety of pvovideBoe, an4 ef re- 
(itmption. 

And, firft, it wa« a, vifion of providence, and might 
ht intended to fuggeft to the patriarch's miad the 
following important and interefting truths. — That 
though God be in the heights above, he forgets not 

. the affairs of mortals below, us though the interpQ- 
fing clouds could veil th^mfrom his fight, or^he huge 
diiUnce of heaven and ^arth ^could be an ob]fsdaon 
againft hi^ fuperintendiog care. — That; though h^ ii 
Itble, by himfelf alone, to govern the whole world, 
without the help of J^ny created beings whatever; 
yet he is pleafed to ufe the minHkry of angeU, witidi 
walk inviiibly through the earth, and are continual- 
ly paf&ng from heaven to earth,, to fulfil the pleafu]:e 
of JfiHo.vAH, a^nd from eajrth to heaven to receive the 
commajids of their eternal Sovereign. — That the re- 
gards of Providence, and* the kindly offices of thefe 
fpirltual creatures, arc not confined to large Cociedes, 
and the grand resolutions that happen in the world, 
but are even extended to the moft private ipterefts 
of every individual ; for none but Jacob was prelicnt 
in the place where the ladder feemed to ftand. — ^And 
laftly, that the divine Providence exercifes the moft 
tender care, when one's fituation is moft deplorable, 
deftitute> and afflidive : for Jacob faw this vifion 
when, his head was lying hard^ and his heart per- 
*- 9cn.ixviii. I}, ij. 
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haps tormented ^ith anxioas care ; when he was 
leaving a kind mother, a religious father, and the 
place where he was bom and educated ; uncertain of 
the reception he would meet with from his relations, 
or if he ihould ever fee his^d^ar parents any more. 
But as his afflidion abounded, his confolation did 
much more abound. . 

But perhaps we fhall not think amifs, though we 
coniider this emblematical ladder as a figure of the 
Meffiah himfelf, who is the blefled medium of com- 
munication between heaven and earth; — the way 
without whom no man comes to the Father ; — and 
the one Mediator between God and man. We can 
fcarcely find a better explication of what Chrift him- 
felf prom ifed to Nathaniel, that Ifraelite indeed, 
** Hereafter ye ihall fee the heaven open, and th« 
angels of God afcending and defcending upon th« 
Son of man*," than by comparing it with this won- 
derful ladder, which he feems to hint was himfelf. 
And there is no contemptible analogy. — For, firft, 
whereas the foot of this ladder was on earth, and 
the top reached to heaven ; this may both reprclent 
what is the coftftitution of his perfon, and what are 
the hlefled fruits of his mediatorial interpofKion. As 
the ladder feemed to unite the heaven and earth, the 
moft diftant extremes $ - fo the perfon of Immanuei 
Btiices the humai^ nature and the .divine, though the 
diftance between them is infinitely greajl^ And as the 
ladder opened a path from God to man, and from man 
to God, by reaching from heaven to earth ; fo the 
mediation^ of Jefiis Chrift has paved a way- both for 
the approa&h of the Deity to finners^that he may 
dwell with them> and for the accefs of fmners unto 
God, that they may dwell with him, and haye their 
coQvprfation in. heaven^ ty merciful and faithful^ 
High Prieft, by ^hy incarnation and fatisfa^iion, a. 
fnicndly cory.efpjondj?P<;i9 is eftabliflied between the 
heaven, an^^/e^r^tkr « f^rthou haft laid thy band upon*. 
us bothj and art?: trhyfelf our new and living way to? 
cverl^img blifs, ?od the channel of conveyance «i^ 

•' •» Toho 4 5iv 
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every fpirituAl bleffing^-^Where&eitlieaiigdB of Go4 
were feen to afeend anil-:dcfcend upon tbe ladder: 
this may Inith figii]fy> that. in Jefus Chrifr angda and 
xnea and- fliall be* united in one fociety ; and that hj 
Jefos Chrtft they are upheld from falfing^ and fop- 
ported in their happy ftate. Were they not the 
friends of men^ why fhould they be reprefented as 
running on our errands? Were they not confirmed 
and fupported by. Jefos our Mediator^ why fliottld 
fpiritoal. beings, and winged mefiengers, be faid to 
afcend.and defcend upon the Son of man, as on a lad- 
der I — Whereas the Lord flood above this ladder, 
and from its top fpoke good and comfortable wordi 
ta his fervant Jacob, conSrming the gracious cove* 
nant made with hi» fathers : is not this a clear intit 
Biatioa, that God is in- Chvift reconciling the world 
vnto hipifelf, confirming his eovenant, and uttering his 
gracious pronMfe, as well pleafed in his beloved Son i 
Whereas Jacob alona was at the foot of the laiddery 
on wbofi? top the Lord feemed to Q:andt: might not this 
have been.coniidered by the adoring patriarch, aftei^ 
he awoke, as a comfortable- intimation, that the glot 
rious perfon. who wa^ iignified by the vifion fliooid 
ipring out of his loins, sfad be^made of his feed ac-^ 
cording to the fleih, as.the tcoe pofleflbr of the birth^r 
TJghty and inheritor of the patriarchal, bleffing ^--r 
4^nd, laOily., whereas, he faw but one ladder, Jefa^ 
Chrift is the alone Mediator, without whom the Fa* 
ther comes to, no, maa, an4 no man comes to the 
Kathcr.„ x 

U. The V'ifionof th^ hurjilng,BuJh^ 

THE kft emblematical vifion wasfeen in a night* 
dream.by Jacob ; but- that which we are now 
to coniider was fhewed untoMofes in the day-time^ 
when he .was broad' awake^ Thi« future lawgiver 
was now of a prince in Fgypt, become-a Ihepherd in 
Midian^.; aoid as it was the purpofe oU GoA'to fend 
him to Pharaoh with a commifHon to demand the re- 
leafe of his opprefled people, he was pleafe^ to grani^ 
]ypi,4n iyi>Jlrip,ws manifefigjipA, or J^rodi^, to rouzej 
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Iki&attenMpiitawlwtGod ilKHiU^eak ; and'to preiagt 
thefiiccefs of .bi$ ' negociation^ and his own fature 
dignity^ .At the time 117 hen lie faw the heavenly vi- 
&>!};' he was teadiag the flock of Jethro ; as honeft 
induftry^ and the moderate exercife of the thooghty 
aboat the lawfiii^fiairs of the worlds is no obftroc- 
tidn to divine commmiic&tions. And the place in 
4!rhich he receaved.it msty alfo be w.arthy of oor notice : 
he led hi& flock, to the backslide of the defart^ and 
came to tl^e nioantain of God^ even to Horeb ; fov 
Colltnde andretii^ment from the hurry of the worlds 
ha.ve always been a friend to holy meditation, and in* 
tercoorfe with God. So Mofes found (Ut thb occaii* 
on.;, for the ai^gel of the Lord, not a created angel, 
bntthe uncreated Angel, of.the covenant, ivho aflam- 
ed ^o hirinfie^lf the.high title of '^ the God of. Al^raham, 
if;£ac,; and Jacob^ ;" and- ^'I am that I am f;" and 
^hor required of Mofes the tokens o^ the mod pro-p 
fbttnd rc£pe€t and religious fiibjedion* — To be ibort, 
tjie Meffias himCslf appeared to him in.a flame of lira 
out of the midfl ef a buih ; and ^' behold, the bufh 
burned with Are and yet was not; coBfumed|" The 
novelty of the fight induced him to fatisfy his curio* 
fity by 41 nearer approach, but he was fippt ihort hi/i 
^e voice of God> which fiUficiently explained the 
prodigy. Sh(Hild it now be in<|uired^ why the divine 
M^jefty chofe to appear ia^this manner f Though wq 
conld affign no other reafoa but his fovereign pleafure^ 
krwere fttflicient. Bi^tm oil generally^ the app^rances 
i^d manifeftations oCthe-Diety, in that age oftypes^ 
were vouchfafed in^fuch manner, as to reprefent fome 
hidden myftcry, or important do^rine of thegofpeU 
Xhcy wjio think that^ the flame of fire might fignify thct 
pure and fpiritua^l nature of God, who appeared in it^ 
of which no fimilitud^ can be made, are certainly noo 
miftaken. And it is not alfo unfitly obferved, that the 
burning bufli. may reprefent the-ftatp of Ifrael at thatj 
time, who were intangled in the thorny bufli of ad-^ 
verfity, a^d encompafled with the ^vjo of affliftion^ 
ili^^iph they were like to be cpnibmed. But. lexua 

♦Sxod.iU.6^ tV€r, X4v iV^Z,.. 
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Anm WfxSy rnrni coafidcr with Mofes this great fight 
wick a cloler atteatioa ; and perhaps it wiil be found 
a moft fignificaat esblem both of Jefus Chrift who 
vas ia the bofli, and of the chnrch, which is his bo- 
dj, in e^err j^ of the world. 

And, firft. It Ccems vejj probable that this was a 
prelofive Tifion both of the fntare incarnation and fuf- 
Krings of Jefns Chrift. That the bulh may repre* 
Cent his haman nature, is not aalikely, efpecially as 
the prophet Efaiaa compares him to a tender plant, 
and root out of a dry ground, in which to the eye 
of frnfe, no form, comdiueis, oc beauty, (hould be 
faund. That the flame of fire may adumbrate his 
divine nature, will be no le& evident, when we con- 
fider how oftea the fiery element is, i» the fcripture 
ftile, an emblem of the Deity ; yea, it is exprefsly 
laid, *' Oar God is a confoming fire*.*^ — That the 
union of the flame of fire with the boih may denote 
the union of the Godhead, and the manhood is not at 
all abford to fuppofe ; for why ihould Mofes, in his 
dying benediction, be dire&ed-to fpeak of the ^' good 
will of himthatidwek in the bufiff" .May it not fig^ 
nify, that the continoance of the flame of fire in the 
bofh for a fliort time, waa.a type of thefulnefs of the 
Godhead, dwelling forever i:i the man Chrift Jefus I 
As the bufli was in the fi»e,' and the fire was in the- 
bttih ; yet ftill they were diftin^ things, though joia« 
•d thus in one : even4b the man ChriR Jefus is in the 
God, and the God ia the man, thought both thefe nar 
tures, fo myfterioufly united, do ftiU rexain their owb> 
diftin^ properties. And* if Mofes was ftruck with, 
admiration, that the bufli was not cotifumed, though 
iin fuch near neighbourhood witii ruddy flame ; i^ucE 
more may we be overwhelmed with amaaemeot, ta 
tJiinkhow a portion of our frail humailit:y lives fos^ 
ever in a ftat<» of the nearefi approach unto, and moft 
ineffable auibnwith the glorious Godhead, in whofe 
unveiled preience we mortals coald not live, and e-- 
venthe angels oover their faces with their wings.— 
Uare aJfo-ma^y be difcesned a fliadow of thofe dittc^- 
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faldbffisrli^s^by wliicb .til0^€oll Q£<^od wis ta «arpiate 

oar fin. For the wrath of God i» every where ia 
fcriptare compared to fire> the. xxioft fierce and dread** 
falof ali the inanimate creatufesy which, with fever» 
impartiality, devoura^ alkcombnftible things. Who 
of all the baman- race- could dwell with this de« 
vodring element^? Far lefs could any abide with the 
everlafting burmngs of. the Almighty's indigBatiosu 
Bot Jefns Chrift, who dwelt in.tae buih, dweit alfo 
witli thefe fiercer flames : and thougb he endnrod the 
wrath' of God, which flamed moft intenfely againft 
bim> as he bore the fins of many ; though he waa 
compafled by this fire all the days of his humbled 
life, yet he^ was notconfumed; becauie his Deity, like 
^e angel' in the bafh, fupported his htimanity, and 
bade him be a glorious con<^uerer« 

From the fiiflerings of the Head, let usdefccnd \m 
the faflerings of the body, who are j^edcfkinated t» 
.be conformed to his image. Let^the buih be an emr 
blem of the chupch, to which h> may be compare^b 
mtk account of its weak, obfcarey and* contemptible 
flate, in^ the efteem of worldly menry who are taken 
wkhnothing but wh ;t dazzle^i «be ey^ of fesfe. For 
though there is a real glory, atid'^a fpmtual magni* 
fieence, in her holy focicty, flie cannot complete with 
earthly kingdoms in; outward fplendour, anymore 
than a bofh in the wtldernefs can vie with a> cedai 
in Lebanon ; for befides^ the paucity of hejr true mem^* 
bers, they are comiaoQly to be found rather in fmoaky 
cottages than pxoud' palaces; and fometimes they 
have been found in prifons, dungeons, dens, and caves 
of the earth. Let the fire in which the bufh burned^ 
lignify the fiery • trials to which thp church has been 
no ftra^gep'in all ages. Sometimes fhe has burned ia 
the Ere of perfecution, and fometimes of divifion. 
Boa^as the bufh was notconfumed, fd neither fhali 
the church be finally deftroyed. In vain fliall the 
groat red dragon- pcrfecute this woman cloathcd with 
the fiin, and watch to devouB her offspring ; for-a 
place is prepared for her in the wildernefs by tlie 
great God, and there no neceflary provifion AaU:be 
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Vranting. How many times have bloodj an4 deceit* 
ful men confpired her deftmdion i When were in- 
cendiaries wanting to foment and kindle thofe.€r«Sy 
which^ without the imniediace isirterpofitlon of, the 
Keeper of Ifrael, would cvrtainl^ have wafted unto 
deilrudiou^ and completed the utter e>:tin&ton of 
this humhle bufh \ What fociQty> huttbis alone^ could 
have fu^iifted to this day in thejnidtbjof a hatingworld^ 
Where* ax% now the mighty empires of antiquitvf 
They are but air empty name^ live, only in hiftory, 
having faUeo to pieces by their own weighty or. been 
crulhed b^ bloody war. But the church of Chrift^ 
though (he has undergone many revoiutiona, remains, 
and will remain, when the confumption determined 
by the Lord of hofls fiiail come upon^ll the earth. 

Aik you the reason I The angel of the Lord is in 
the bufh, and though perfecutedih^ is not forXaken; 
therefore (hall the fiery trials, inlbrad of conluming 
her, ferve to refine her^ and add unto her glory^ as 
the bufh was only brightened by the flame. ". . 

Does not the famous hiilory of tlif three Hiehrew 
Worthies, who by faith quenched the vi^l«3)ce of lir^r, 
attefl; this who|e matter in the ciod literal feafe \ 
Nebuchadnexzar^. the^mi^ity king, takes it into his 
head to eredl a mo&rous^gpildsn image, to be worihip- 
ped by all his numerous fnbje^ft. Th^ dedication of 
this new God is c<tlebr;ated hy a prodigious concoorfe 
iof peopl'e, who^ by the king's proclamatkm, afiem- 
bled in the plains of IJara^ A fevere edidl ia ifliied 
forth againft any perfbn who fhould refufe to pay re- 
Mgious homage to the molten deity. He mnft be caft 
alive into a burning fire : for was it ever heard that 
cruelty and idolatry were feparated I The noife of 
every musical inftrumcnt is the fignal for beginning 
the deteftable rites of adoration. What a parade to 
cftablifh this filly fuperftition 1 And now the mufic 
founds^ fee hoW the fooliih people fall down in ado- 
ration to a fenfelefs ftatue I Yet are there found a- 
mong the captives of Judah, who dare difpute the 
royal order. O faidi, how dod thou extend thy tri- 
iwiphftl Who cim. fufficiently admire the excellent 
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Ipirit^ and the undaunted refolution of thefe heroes? 
They ftand before fovereign and an^y majefty ; they 
fee the vaft pomp of his coortiers ; they hear the fo- 
noroas peals of the nraiic fent from a thoufad inftru- 
ments ; they behold the prodigious furnace gleaming 
to the clouds : yet are they not appalled by any, by 
all of thefe things^ fo apt to ftrike terror into vulgar 
minds, but, defpife tiiem as ludicrous and peuriie* 
They boldly tell the king, that the God they adored^ 
was able to deliver them from his furnace, if he pleaC^ 
ed ; and though hb (hould not, they would not com* 
ply to worihip another^gOd. The mnfic thatrefound- 
ed through all the fpacious plain, was not half fo 
melodious as their anfwer to the king's menaces. 
The enraged tyrant orders, and without delay they 
are caft bound hand and foot into the burning flame. 
But mark the amazing event I A marvellous thing is 
prefentcd to the eyes of the king ; for looking nar- 
rowly, he behoMs not three men melting, but four 
men walking in the fire, and the form of the fourth 
it like the Son of God. Thefe fervants of the Lord 
were not aihamed of him, nor Is he aibamed jof them 
but defcends in a bodily ihape, (a prelude of his in-^ 
carnation,) loofes their fetters, makes a covenant for 
them with the flames of Are, and walking with them 
openly in the furnace, proclaims to all fpe^ators^ 
** In as much as ye have done it unto thefe my bre* 
thren, you dtA it unto me*." Go now, mighty mo- 
narch, and glory in thy defpotic fway ; but remcm* 
ber, there is a King more fovereign than thou, who 
can make the flames of fire harmiefs as the morning 
light ; who can bid that fierce and dreadful element 
fpare them whom thou biddeft it to devour, though 
in the very heart of the oven ; and deftroy them 
whom thou wiflieft it would not touch, though (land- 
ing without. Thus wherein any deals proudly, God 
is above them. The king; and all his counfellors, fefe 
with their eyes this extraordinary miracle, and that 
the faithful' fervants of God had not received the l^aft 
damage by the fire, and are afliamed for their envy tb 
. •Matuxxv. 40. ' 
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th« people. Tbus was the promife fulfilled^ ^^ When 
thoo walked through the fire, thou ihalt not be burn* 
ed ; neither (hall the flame kindle upon thee*.'' And 
fo the bufli, though burning, isxiotceafamed in the 
fire, 

:ill. The P'tilar pf Cloud and Fire. 

THE fojourners of Gofhen were now efcaped from 
the land of Egypt, and aboat to enter into the 
vaft wildernefs of Arabia, that interpofed betwixt 
them and the promifed land. The Lord, who makes 
the clouds his chariot^ and.darknefs his pavilion, wa« 
pleafed to go before' them in a marvelous pile of clou- 
dj vapours, refembling a -piilar, afcendisg from their 
camp. Here he dwelt,aiot for a fhort time, a9 ia the 
bulh, but for the^pace ^f forty year«. A moft extra- 
T>rdinary thing to he fure it was ; and none of the 
lead of the (landing miracles which he (hewed to the 
chofen feed. The fame of this ftrange phenomenon 
was fpread abroad among the nations, who heard that 
the cloud of the Lord ftood above them/ and might 
very well be fuppofed to move the queAidn, '^ Who is 
i:his that comes up from the wildernefs like piUars of 
fmok«f r* For this cloud differed fo much from all 
others that ever were feen; as dfi may juftly be rec» 
koned a complieatitm of miracks. It was miraculous j 
that its form was never changed, when there is no- 
thing more variable than the appearance of the ordi- 
nary clouds that fail r through /the airy regions. . It 
was miraculous, that it fhould ^always maintain -its 
ftatioA over ^the tabernaele, when other clouds are 
carried about with tempefts, and driven with fierce 
winds from the oae.-extremlty of heaven to the other. 
It was miraculous, that^it (hould preferve its confil^ 
tcncy forty years ; whereas all other clouds are dif- 
'iipated by the wind,- exhaled by the fun, or diflelved 
in rain and dew, and in a very fhort time are blotted 
-firom the face of the fky. It was miraculous, that 
^is eloud ihonld move in; fuch peculiar diredtion, as 
dt had been endued with -.infiin^ and intelligence ^ 
• Ifa. zlui. ^. t Cant,iii. 6. 
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for it was carried about by his counfels in a more im- 
mediate way than can be faid of the other clouds of 
heaven. Bnt efpecially it was miraculous^ that con» 
trary to the nature of all other clouds it Ihould be 
brighter by night than by day, when it had the ap- 
pearance of the fhining of a flaming fire. 

As to the particular meaning of this cloud where- 
with the Lord covered his I^ael^ not in his anger, 
bnt in hrs love ; it was without all doubt a vilible 
fymbol 'bf a prefent Deity : God hereby condefcend- 
ing'to adapt himfelf, as in many other things, to the 
rude tafte of that ancient people, and perhaps to fignify 
the dark and cloudy nature of the legal difpenfation 
under which they were. But the principal reafon I 
would fuggeft is the following : His appearing to Ifrael 
xna veil of cloud,might be a prelude of his appearing 
in aveil of. fleHi. What though we Ihould fay, this 
pillar of cloud and fire is an emblem of that glorious 
pcrfon in whom the brightnefs of divinity is joined 
with the darknefs of humanity I For as there were 
not two pillars, the one of cloud, and the other of 
fire, but one pillar both of cloud and fire ; fo there 
are' not two perfons of Immanuel, the one God and 
the other man, but one pcrfon, who is both God and 
man. An adorable myllery this ! ilrange indeed, and 
beyond meafure furprifing. But it is fo far from be- 
ing only a vain fpeculatio;i, that it is defer vedly 
efteetoed a fundamental article of the Chriftian faith ; 
and truly, without admitting it, the fcriptures them- 
felves will be darker than this cloud ever was to the 
Egyptians. 

John, the beloved apoftle, and great New Tefta- 
ment prophet, who faw the vifions of God, and who 
talks in many places in the Old Teftament dialed, 
fpeaks of a glorious Angel arifing out of the eaft, 
who certainly was Chrift himfelf; he was clothed 
with a cloud, and his feet were as pillars of fire. A 
defcription which might very probably allude to this 
fame cloud and fire. But if we take a more particu- 
lar furvey of the ufes for which it ferved in the wil- 
derness, we &ajl fee with what admirable propriety 
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they may all be affirmed of Jdus Chrift^ who indeed 
W|.s the angel that refided in the cloudy and is. that 
unto his charch in every age^ in their bewildered 
ftate, which the cloud was to the twelve tribes^ till 
they reached the earthly Canaan. In whom but Je- 
fus Chrift can we fuppofe that great and precious 
promife made to the univerfal church to have receiv- 
ed its accomplifhments, ** And the Lord will create 
upon «ven^ dwelling-place of mount Zion^ and upon 
all her a^mblies, a cloud and fmokc by day^ and the 
ihlning of a flaming fire by night : for upon all the 
glory fhall be a defence* ?" What then were thofe 
ufes for which this cloud ferved the Ifraelites I 

It was their guide that went before them in the 
vaft pathlefs defart, where they wandered in a foli- 
tary way. So great was the regard they paid to all 
its motipns^ which they continually watched^ that 
when it moved they (truck their camp at any hour 
of the day or of the night ; when it halted they 
pitched their tents, and there abode till its next re- 
move, whether the time was (hort or long. The 
times and feafons of their marching were not, as in 
other armies, adjufted by their councils of war, nor 
left to the regulation of even Mofes himfelf ; for 
God put them wholly in his own power. However, 
-it would appear, that its motions were properly 
timed, and mercifully proportioned to the ftrength 
of the weak, and the conveniency of all. Nor did 
it ever leave them, for all their provocations in the 
wildernefs, till they arrived at the land that flowed 
with milk and honey. Juft fuch a general, unerring, 
gentle, and perpetual guide is Jefus Chrift, by his ex- 
ample, word, and Spirit to all the travellers for the 
better country through the wildernefs of this world; 
for '' it is not in man that walks to dired his fteps V 
by his own wifdom, in the way that leads to life. 
Who can recount the wanderings of miferable fin- 
ners, till Jefus Chrift was given a Leader and a Com- 
mander to the people ? He it is who teaches to pro- 
•fitj and leads in the way wherein we fliould go. Nor 
• Ifa. iv.^ f Jer. X. ajt 
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is it poffible that anj fhould mifs internal glory, who 
walk after him in the wildernefs^ conforming^ them- 
felves to the dilates of his holy word^ with the 
fame care as the Ifraelites obferved the motions of 
the miraculous cloud. O ye followers of the Lamb> 
you ihall net err under the condudt of your celeftial 
guide ; yon fhall be led forth in the way that is right, 
even where there is no "way, till you come to the ci- 
ty of habitation ! 

It was their guard that protected them, when their 
Egyptian purfuers were preffing on their rear 5 for 
it removed on that occafion from their van, and went 
behind them, forbidding, by its darknefs, the ap- 
proach, of the hoftile army all that night, on which 
they travelled through the flood on foot. On this 
occafion we are told, that the Lord looked through 
the pillar, and troubled Egyptian hoft at the hour 
of midnight. ** The waters faw thee, O God, the 
"Waters faw thee : they were afraid ; the deeps alfo 
were troubled ; the clouds poured out w^ter, the 
ikies fent out a found : thine arrows went abroad. 
The voice of thy thunder was in the heavens j thy 
lightnings lighted the world, the earth trembled 
and (hook, thy way was in the fea, thy path in the 
mighty waters, and thy footlteps were not known. 
Thou leddeft thy people like a flock by the hand of 
Mofes and Aaron*." Such is that protedion Jefus 
affords to his militant people, who being refcucd 
from the bondage of fin, are marching forward to ' 
their goodly inheritance. Though Satan, with his 
infernal hoft, like the tyrant of Egypt, purfues af- 
ter them, and fondly thinl?^ to reclaim the lawful ' 
captives, the glory of the Lord, becomes their rear- 
ward; Jefus is unto them for walls and bulwarks, 
forbidding the approach of mortal danger. He is 
their hiding-place, in whom they are prefervcd, like 
Ifraei in the cloud, being kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto falvation. 

It was their candle that enlightened the darknefs ; 
that fmoothcd the rugged brow of the night, and fcrv- 

♦ Pfid. IxxTii. 16, i;, 18, i9i «o- 
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cd to abate the horrors of the wildcrnefs after the 
fun was fet ; for it refcrved its Hiining appearance 
to the feafon when the Ifraelites were moft in need 
of Its chearfui afpedt. Nor doft thou, O true light! 
fuit thyfclfto the cafe of thy people with lefs con- 
defceniion. Without thee this world were a daric 
place, and to the eyes of our mitid, more difmal than 
the dreary wildernefs would have been in the black- 
eft night to the Ifraelites, without their kind cffHcious 
cloud. Blefled be God for the fun, the moon, the 
ftars 5 but more for Jefus Chrift, who delivers from 
the blacknefs of darknefs for ever j and who, like the 
cloudy pillar, is always moft liberal of his lightfonie 
manifcftations, when his people are fitting in the 
darknefs of adverfity. Houfe of Ifrael, let us walk 
an this light of the Lord ; whilft the way of the wick- 
ed, like the way of the Egyptians, is as darknefs. 

It was their umbrella, or fcreen, to fhade them 
from the fttltry beams of the fun in that torrid wil- 
dernefs. A moft grateful fervice ! And whereas an 
spoftle fpeaks of our fathers being baptized in the 
eloud, it would feem, that on fome occafions this be- 
neficial cloud refrefhed the Ifraelites, by ihedding 
kindly dews upon their camp. So Jefas Chrift is to 
his people as a refreftiing dew upon the grafs, and 
as a cloud of the latter rain. Under his {hadow they 
(it down with great delight, and find cool ihelter, 
from the fcorching beams both of divine wrath and 
worldly tribulation. Happy fouls who have thus the 
Lord for their keeper, and for their fliade on their 
right hand. " The fun fhall not fmitc them by day, 
nor the moon by night**;*' even that great and terri- 
ble day, which ftiall burn like an oven, will be to 
thefe favoured of the Lord as the times of refrcfhing 
from the prefencc of the Lord. 

It was their oracle ; for he fpake unto them in the 
cloudy pillar. And it was their ornament ; for he 
fpread this cloud for their covering, or cloth of ftate, 
making darknefs not only his own, but their pavilion. 
How fitly both thefe may be applied to Jefus Chrift 
• Pfal. cxxi. 6. 
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is not difficult to fee. Who but Chrift is the oracle 
of his churchy in ^hom God fpeaks unto his people^ 
both as a promtfing and prayer-anfwering God^ in^ith* 
oat whom we would not have heard his voice at any 
time, but in the language of terror ! who but Chrift 
is their ornament, who makes them terrible as an 
army with banners, and comely asjerufalem \ The 
pillar of cloud and fire was not fo adorning to 
their camp, as is thy glorious prefence to every ailem- 
bly and every dwelling place of mount Zion, O thou 
glorious Redeemer ! Even now thou art the light of 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Ifrael. But 
how much more when this imperfe^ fcenc (ball pafs 
away» and they ihall know the import of that moll 
gracious promifey ^* The Lord ihall be thine ever^ 
lading light, and thy God thy glory* i" 

IV. The Manna in the Wildernefs. 

WE have feen how the horrors of the wildernefs. 
were confiderably abated by their miraculous^ 
cloud. But foon the provifion- they brought from. 
Egypt is fpent ; and unlefs fome new miracle is 
wrought for them, they have nothing before their eyes 
but the melancholy profpcdt of periihing with hun- 
ger. The faithlefs multitude, forgetting their late- 
deliverance at the Red-fea, fall to murmuring againfl: 
Mofes^ and wiflied they had never ttirred from their 
boufe of bondage. Kad they got what they defervcd- 
on this occalioa, the Loi^d had fent fire from heaven 
upon them inftead of food : but God, who is rich in- 
mercy, choie to flill the fretful murmurs of his firft- 
born with the breail, rather than with the red. Pe 
bids the heaven fupply, by its bounty, what the eartb 
denied by its barrenncfs ; and, without their toil or- 
fweat, gives them plenty of bread, even in a land 
that was not fow». " He reigned down manna upon* 
them to eat, and gave them of the corii of heaven. 
Man did eat angels food : he fent them meat to the- 
fulU*." How happy are they who are walking aftc»- 
the Lard, though in a wildernefs 1 It was a convia«^ 

• Ua, Ix. 19. t Pf*l- Uxviii. a4> »J» 
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ing proof, that man does not live by bread alone. 
But God intended, by this good gift, not only to fup- 
ply their prefent necefBty, bat alfo to prefigure that 
i'piritual meat prefented in the gofpel. in this inter* 
pretation we cannot poffibly be wrong, when we 
have no lefs an authority for it than Jefas Cbrifl him- 
felf, who, fpeaking to his hearers on this very fub- 
jed fays, " Mofes gave them not that bread from 
heaven, but my Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is he that came 
down from heaven, and gives life nnto the world. I 
am the'bread of life*.*' Having therefore fuch infal- 
lible teftimony to the general meaning of this hea* 
venly food, let us try to find out the principal traces 
of rcfemblancc betwixt it and Jefus Chrift. In or- 
der to this we fhall Ihortly attend to the following 
things. 

Its falling,''' The manna fell from heaven ;'* Chritt 
is he that comes down from above. It fell *' round 
about their camp 5" Cbrift is to be found in the vifi- 
ble church, and no were elfe — '' with the dew when 
they flcpt ;'^ Jefus Chrift is purely the gift of God, 
who defcends, like dew, upon the grafs, for whom 
we toil not, fow not, reap not — " when they were 
in the moft abfolute need, '' and ready to perifli ;" 
when we were without ftrength, in due time Chrift 
died for the ungodly — *' when they were not at all 
deferving it, ''but grievoufly fin ning, by preferring 
the flefh-pots of Egypt to the profpedts of Canaan ;** 
and Chrift laid down his life when finners were prefer- 
ring the pleafares of fin, and.vanities of the world, to 
all the things above. In a word, it fell ''in fuch large 
quantities as to fuffice that numerous hoft;'* in Jefiis 
Chrift there is enough to fupply every want. 

Its gathering by all the Ifraelites, may fignify the 
improvement we all (Bould make of the offered Sa- 
viour. It was gathered every day ; fo Chrift fhould 
be daily improved by faith. It was gathered in the 
morning ; for we muft devote the beft part of our time 
to the feeking his face, as it is faid, '• O Lord my 

* John vi. 32, J3. 
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Xxod, early will I fcek thcc*." It was gathered with- 
out tlie camp ; fo muft the foul that feeks him^ retire 
from the hurry of the world i or, to ufe the cxprcf- 
fion of the i'acred page, ** go out into the fields, and 
lodge in the villagcsf." It was gathered a double 
portion on the fixth day ; but on the fevehth, which 
was the Sabbath, they ftirred not from their tents, 
but lived on what they laid up the day before. So 
in the feafon of this mortal life, muft we labour for 
that meat which endures toeverlaftinglife, in the be- 
lieving improvement of the means of grace ; and when 
the eternal Sabbath comes, we ihaii enjoy the hid- 
den manna without means, or any painful endeavours. 

Its parting among the Ifraelites, feems not to be 
without its meaning. Some gatherd LeCs, fome more, 
in proportion to their ability and diligence, but all 
received an omer (a large allowance) from the com- 
mon heap. By which means as Mofes relates, " He 
that gathered much had nothing over,'' becaufe he 
gave to him that gathered leCs ; and '*he that gather- 
ed little had no lack,*' becaufe he received from him 
that gathered more. Was the manna pacted libe*- 
rally unto all \ None are (Iraitened in Jefus Chrift : 
^' they ihall be abundantly fatisficd with the fatnefs 
of God's houfe : and thou fiialt make them drink of 
the river of thy pleafures J.'^ Was the manna equab- 
ly diftributed among the Ifraelites f So all believers, 
of every fcx, of every age, of every nation, ftrong^ 
or weak, eminent or obfcure, do equally partake ia 
the common falvation ; for all are one in Chriil Jefus. 

Its preparing in mills, mortars, and pans, where 
it was ground, beaten„ and baked,. to make it fit for 
digeAion and nourilhment, may put us in mind of the 
various fufferings of Chrift's body and foul'. *^ The 
bread of God is he which came down from heaven § ;" 
but ere he could prove the bread of life, he behoved 
himfelf to die. That his fle/h might be meat indeed, 
he behoved, as it were, to be beaten in the mortar 
of adverfity, ground in the mill of vindidive juftice, 
and baked as in the oven of the wrath of God. 

• Pfal. Ixiii I. t Song vii. II. \ P&l- »xvi. 8. % Joha vl. 33- 
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Its tafting fo fweet when thus prepared, (for it rc- 
fembled the fatnefs of oil, and the lufcioufnefs of ho* 
ney,) and its proving fo wholefome and nutritive to 
all, though of diiferent conftitutions ; may it not iig- 
nify, that Jcfus Chrift is to the foul both fweet and 
wholefome food, adapted to the tafte of all, of young 
men, of children, and of fathers \ And as the manna 
is fuppofed to have needed no other ingredients to 
make it palatable ; no more does Jeius Chrift, or the 
dodrine of his gofpel, need any foreign recommen- 
dation to the fpiritual tafte. ** O tafte and fee that 
the Lord is good*," fays the fweet finger of Ifrael ; 
and in another place, '^ How fweet are thy words 
unto my tafte ; yea fweeter than honey to mymouthf V* 

its putrifying, if kept contrary to God's com- 
mand, (for what was not ufed to-day, bred worms 
and ftank to morrow,) might not this denote, that 
when the wholefome do£brines of Chrift's gofpel arc 
hoarded up in idle fpeculatioa, without beings other- 
wife received in love, or digefted iji fpiritual nou- 
riihment, they are fo far from being the favour of life 
unto life, that they become the favour of death unto 
death, and breed the woa-ms of various lufts, and a 
condemning confcieace : on which account it may be 
faid here, ^* Ke that increafeth, knowledge, increa'fcth 
forrow|.'' 

Its being defpifed by the matitude as light food, 
by which their fouls were dried away, in comparifon 
with their rank Egyptian fare, renders it a proper 
emblem of Jefus Chrift, the true bread, who is def- 
pifed and rejeded of men. Thou^ the pure dodrine 
of Chrift is like the manna, angels food, (for into 
thefe things they defire to pry j) yet are there found 
to whom the word of the Lord is a reproach, and 
they have no delight in it. A romance, a philofo- 
phical difquifition, a moral declamation, a political 
harangue, is far more grateful than a fernion, whofe 
theme is a crucified Redeemer. What is this but to 
prefer the fifti, the melons, the cucumbers, the onions 
of Egypt, to the corn of heaven ? For their contempt 
♦ PfaL ixxiv. S. t Pf*'* «ix. loj. \ EccL i xSU 
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of this celeftial food, the Lord fe&t fiery lerpents to 
plague the murmurers and complainers. Nor do the 
defpifers of Jefus Chrift expole themfelvcs to leis 
dreadful (Irokes, though they ihould not be of a cor- 
poral kind: for ^^ all thefe things happened unto 
them for enfamples ; and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world arc 
come*.'* 

The preferving it in a golden pot, where, for a 
number of ages, it was depofited in the moft holy 
place, and remained without corruption ; was it not 
a reprefentation of Chrift's afcenfion into heaven, 
where he appears in the prefcnce of God, death 
having no more dominion ove^im, and where he will 
be contained till the time of the reditution of all 
things \ Why elfc fhould communion with Chrift in 
glory be fpoken of in terms alluding to this very 
thing ? for thus it is promifed, " To him that over- 
comes will 1 give to eat of the hidden mannaf," in the 
words that the-Spirit fays unto the churches. 

The continuance of this heavenly bread for the 
fpace of forty yearsj (for fo long they were in the 
wildernefs,) does it not clearly intimate, that Jefus 
Chrift will never forfake his people while they are 
.here below ? ftill {hall the bread of God defcend in^, 
the difpenfation of the cverlafting gofpcl, while th 4 
neceflities of his people call for it : for lb he promiV 
ed when about to depart from the earth, " Go,'* fa!^ 
he to his apoftles, ** teach and baptize all nations : 
and lo ! I am with you always, even to the end of the 
worldt." 

The ceafing of the manna, upon their tafting the 
corn of Canaan, may it not be viewed as a figure 
of ordinances ceafing when the wandering tribes 
fhall gain their promifed reft ? Or (hall we fay, that 
as their heavenly provifion failed when they tafted 
the bread that comes out of the earth ; fo when the 
children of God themfelves begin to reliih over-much 
the tilings of the earth, they may expert that hea- 
venly confolations will be fufpcnded in proportion \ 
* I Cor. X, H. t Rev. ii. 17. *^a"- i^xsWu 19. 



94 Typical Thingu Book II, 

When they are on worfc terms with the world, or 
when it is unto them as a wilderners, and a land not 
fown, then truly God is good to Ifrael. Know your 
mercy, ye diftinguiihed favourites of Heaven? nor 
envy their happinefswhoeat the calves outof theftall, 
and the lambs out of the fold, but are not fed with 
the heritage of Jacob. Let the ienfual voluptuary glut 
l^imfeif with the impure pleaiures of fin, which, like 
the little book that John did eat, are fvveet in the 
mouth, but bitter in the belly, and to whom we may 
adopt the fignificant words of Job^ ** His meat in his 
bowels is turned : it is the gall of afps within him*/* 
Let the rapacious worldling, who is fmit with the 
dull charms of gold #nd iilver -, who is all hurry, 
hurry, about the bufincfles of this tranfitory life ; let 
him fill his belly with the hid treafure of God, which 
never yet did fatisfy a foul immortal. Let the legal 
felf-jurticary, who is perhaps called by the name of 
Chrift, biit eats his own bread, and wears his own 
apparel, and truds to his own rishteoufnefs, in what- 
foever fliape, as the ground of his acceptance with 
God ; let him alfo fpend his money for that which is 
not bread, and his labour for that which fatisfieth 
not. But let the ChriiUan, who knows the gift of 
"^•s^ God, and the excellency of the heavenly provifion, 
N^et him labour not for the meat that periflies, but 
Aor the meat that endures unto everlafting life, Hun- 
^^ and ftarving foul, you aik for bread, the world 
gives you a ftone ; what elfe are worldly riches ? You 
alk a fifh, the world prefents you with a fcrpent ; 
what elfe are finful pleafures ? But hearken diligent- 
ly unto him who is himfelf the living bread, •* Eat 
that which is good, and let your foul delight itfelf in 
fatnefs. Incline your ear, and come unto him : hear 
and your foul fhall livef .*' What is a happy old age 
to a happy eternity ? This, O Jefus, is thy unfpeaka- 
able gift! He that eats thee by faith, (hall live for 
ever. He that comes to thee fhall never hunger ; and 
what is more, (hall never die. OLord, deny us what 
thou wilt, but give us this bread for evermore ! 
• Job. XX. 14. t 'fa- Iv. «> 3- 
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V. The Rock In the Wildernefs. 

" O^^^I^ ^^11 ^^ g^ven them/' fays the prophetic 
D voice* 5 the proof of this we have already 
fecn : " Their water ihall be fure,'' the proof of 
which we Ihall prefently fee. ** For he clave the 
rocks In the wildernefs, and gave them drink as out of 
the great depths. He brought alfo ilreams out of the 
rocks^ and caufed waters to run down like riversf .*' 
What cannot this mighty God do, at whofe com* 
mand the clouds ihall yield bread, which ufually 
comes out of the earth, to appeafe the hungei*' of his 
beloved people ; and the rocks (hall: fend forth wa- 
ter^ which ufually falls from clouds, to fatisfy the 
thirftofhis choien race? *^ Tremble, O earth, at 
the prefence of the Lord, at the prefence of the God 
of Jacob, who turned the rock into a ftanding wa«' 
ter, and the flinty rock into a fountain of water^:.** 
Let us briefly recoiled): this memorable event, and. 
my flic flgniflcation. 

The ranfomed tribes are, for the trial of their faith^ 
condudted by the Lord, who alone did lead them, 
to a dry and thirfly fpot in the wildernefls, at the rock 
Rephidim, where there was no water to drink. They 
oughttohaverecolled^edonthis occaiion,that the God 
who brought them here, would moft certainly extri- 
cate themtrom their prefent difficulties, as he had done 
often before. But, O impatience, how abfurdandun- 
reafonable art thou I Inftead of betaking thcmfelves 
to God by humble prayer, and quietly waiting for the 
falvation of the Lord, they impioufly demand of Mo- 
fes to give them water. They reproach him with de- 
coying them out of Egypt, where they were living fo 
happy, with no other defignthan to famifli them in 
the wildernfs. In vain does this meek and gentle fer- 
vant of God remonftrate the injuftice and impiety of 
their outrageous condud. They areat the very point 
of ftoning their deliverer, and rewarding, with cruel 
death, the good offices he had done them. He flies ta 
God as hisfanauary, and invokes the Almighty aid, 
• Ifa. xxxiu. i6. t P^' IxxvUi. 15, 16. Chap. cxiv. 7, 8. 
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not to reveage affront o^^^ red him by -tbe^ni^e multit 
tude, but to relieve them in their preCent (traits* 
The prayer is no fooner made than aafwered. *Hf is 
directed to take vfithhim the elders of Ifrael^ and the 
wonder-working rod, withwhichhe fmote the rivers : 
'^ And behold; 1 will ftand before thee there upon the 
rock in Horeb, and thoa (halt fmite the rock, and there 
ihall come water out of it» that the people may drink*" 
Mofes ob eysy and the event crowns his wiOies. But 
long after^ when the people were in Kadelh^ and re- 
duced to the fame ilraits they were at Rephidim, the 
unbeliviogracerelapfed into their old rebellious mur- 
murs. Mofes is direded to nearly the fame method of 
reliefybutdoes not acquit himfelfwiththefame temper 
and moderation^ For they angered him at the waters 
of ftrife/and provoked hisfpirit fo, that he fpake un- 
advifedly with his lips, betraying at the fame time, 
in prefence of the whole aflemhly, his own difiidence 
in the promife of Jehovah : for being commanded to 
fpeak unto the rock, sni. allured that it would obey 
his vojc6, hefeems to have exceeded his commidion^bv 
addrefiing the hoft in the language of wrath and doubt- 
ing, and fmiting the rock more than once. The mira- 
cle indeed was wrought, but the worker, though xiear 
to God^ feverely punifhed for his ofFenfive behaviour 
and unbelief, being involved in the fame fate, toge- 
ther with Aaron, as the reft of that generation, to die 
in the wildernefs, without enteringinto the promifed 
land. 

That more was meant than to give water for their 
-third, might have been prefumed from the naked hif- 
tory of Mofes. This God could do without a mira- 
cle. He could have opened the bottles of heaven, 
or led them to another Elim. Or if he had chofe 
ithe miraculous method, why fhould the rock be fmlt- 
ten with a rod, to give ftreams in the wildernefs, 
and waters in the defart, while God himfelf was 
(landing on its fummiti But the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles puts it beyond all doubt, and warrants us 
to fay, without faultering, that '' this rock was 
jChriftf .'^ Having, therefoje, fuch an infallible gajd^ 
♦ JJxod. xvii 6. t ' ^or. x. 4. 
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to oai- «ftefitatiott^ let as refleft ft tfttte #llit WAt 
tlierotk ; what was the fmiting : and what the water 
that ifliied from it^ ani followed them in the waj. 

The rock itfetf might be aa emblem of hu perfott. 
In whom is eveflafting ftrenfth, to whom we may 
fl/ as a tefuge, and upon whom wc ma/ buUd as a 
foundation. There is not paerbaps, a metaphor more 
frequent ia the book «f God than thls^ ** God is 1 
rock.'* TkoQgh never once ufed before -^ii remark*' 
able occarrence, yet foon after it ii iUlopted bj Bfo^ 
fes in his dying foiig. 

The Tmiting of the rock might prefigure his TatiA 
raftory fufferings, who was ftricken^ fmitten of God^ 
«nd ^ffiidled > and one of the foldiers opened his fide 
with a ipear, and there came out blood and water. 
The rock was fmitten with the rod of Mofes^ the 
type of the iaw ; and it was the curfe of the law 
that fubje&ed him to the ignominious crofs, who 
'* redeemed ns from the curfe of the law^ being made 
a carfe for us*.-* The rock was fmitten in the pre- 
sence of the eiders and people of the Jews with 
uoife and tumult. So Chnft was wounded for our 
tranfgreffions at Jenrfalem^ the mod public place ; 
4uid at the paffover folemnity, the moft public time z 
Then and there he endured the crofs, and defpifed 
the Ihame. At the commandment of the Lor^ the 
rock was fmitten ; and by the commandment of the 
Lord was the Captain of our fa^lvation made perfed 
through fuBFerings. It was fmitten but once with 
^approbation^ and when Mofes fmote it twice, the 
Lord was angry for doing it. Might not this be 
4an obfcu re Intimation, that Chrift, l^y one offering, 
Ihould finifli the work of eur redemption \ for 
he needed not often to fuffer from the foundation of 
the world. But whoever they are who crocify to 
themfelves.the Son of' Gad afre(h, ihaU not go an- 
puniihea*/ • 

The water that iilued from the rock, what might 
It (ignify :? Shall we'fay it is an emblem of the ^ad 
tidings of the goTpel of Jeftw Chrift, which are to the 

• aal. iii. xa. 
K 



- Typical Things. > Book IL 

treflod cotifclenee as cold water to a thirfty fpul ! 
vain did the poor and needy feek water to refrefb 
;ir troubled minds in the legal doftrine of the 
ibes and Pharifees, or in the philofophical difqui- 
ons of the Gentile lages. Still their foiils failed 
in for third. . But *' the Lord heard them, and the 
d of Jacob did not forfakc them*.*' For in the 
iaihmg^of thjj everlajlinggorpel, both to the jews, 
i Gentiles, this^charming promife recejved its accom- 
fhment in the -moll ample manner, " 1 will open 
ers in the high' places, and fprings ia the valleys^ 
i^ill ,m^ke the \yildernefi a pool of water, and the 
f land fprings of water^f. ^^^ beafts of the fie 14 
.11 honour me, the dragon and the owl, becaufe I 
^e waters in the wildernefs, and rivers in the de^ 
t, to givdldrink to my people, my chofenf." Or 
ill we fay, that the water from, the rock is an era- 
;m of the influences of the blefled Spirit> that, like a 
xrpure aschryftal, ifllies from the throne of God an4 
the Lamb \ To this refrefliing, cleanfing, and pro- 
c element, pur Lord himfelf compares this glori- 
s perlon, when' on the laft day of the feaft, he ftood 
d cried, ^' If any man third, let him come nnto ine 
ddrinki. He that believes on me, out ofjiis belly 
iJl.fJpw jciversot living water. This he fpake of 
I Spirit, which^ they that believe on him fliould r^- 
\vh\y Or fiiall we fay, that this water may be aa 
blem of that precious blood of Chrift; which clcan- 
from all fin ; and except we drink it in a fpiritu- 
manner,' we can have no life in us ? Or, laiUy, 
.11 we fay, that the \yater.that ilTaed from the fmit- 

1 rack irid rcprefent all.tii,e'bleffings of redemption^ 

2 falutary effedts of his fafTerings and death i for 
him we may apply what the prophet fortetls, 
find a man fhall be as rivers of waters, in a dry 
ice, and the fhadow of a great rock in a weary 

Thefe waters flowed not till the rock was fhiitten 
th the j*od of Mofes. . Nor could we Jiave. derived 

§ John vii. 37, 38, 3^,' ' J tfa. xxxli. a. 
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flie/e gra'cious benefits from Chrift, which Wcdo par- 
take^ if he had ilgt fuffered. The ftriking of a* flinf, 
one fhould tlihik, would father bring fire than Wat^r. 
But it was of the Lord of hofts,*Avho is wpndcrful in 
counrel and excellent in working. Who Would ima- 
gine, that the Redeemer's fufferings, which in them- 
felves were tragical and melancholy, fhould prove fo 
confolatory to the believing foul\,' O chViftia'u,* it H 
thine to extrt^ joy out of forroW, hippinefs out of 
mifery, glory out ofignominy, life out of d^eatli; thoug;!^ 
thefe things feem atfimpoffiblc as to' fetch water froia 
the flinty rock. 

The waters flowed when the rock ti'ttji' fmiiren, 
not. in a fcanty meafure but in large dbunda'nce. 
The miraculous ftream was not exhauitcd, tho' manv 
hundred thoufand men, with their^ hcrcts;.dr^ank of 
it. Nor were the dry places of that fandy'defart'a- 
ble to imbibe the copious rooiftorci So inexhapftid i^ 
the fulnefs of Jefus Chrift, frtfm whom all forts df 'mcri, 
the Jews, the Gentiles, the Barbarians, the JScythi* 
ans, the bond, and the free, may receive all forts' 
of bleffings. You are not ftraitened in him, O chil- 
dren of men ; this river of God which is fiill; <jf ^s- 
ter, can never run dry, nor be cxhau'fted, how abun- 
dantly focver \Ve drink of its rcfVeihitigPffams.' 
The waters that flowed, frbm the Kock/were nqt 
'only fuflicxent.to fupply the prefcnt ftraits of Ifrael ; 
but as the facred ftory tells they followed theni. in 
the way, for fome confiderablc tihie, at icaft after 
the rock was fmitten. So Jefus Chrift imparts the 
blefled fruits of his fatisfattory death; iot' only 1 6 
the firft ages of Chriftianityi bijt to the moft diftarit 
ages of the world. Never ihall this goodnefs and 
mercy ceafe to follow all that are Hraelites inde^^ 
till mortality fhall be fwallowedup of l'rfe;itill ttre 
wilderncfs be exchanged for Canaan, and thethilif^nt 
refign to the triumphant ftatd. The wifat^r flaail'hot 
arreft this river with its icy fettetsj asdthe drought 
of fumlncr fliall not drink itf up like a brook -; for 
thus die promife runs, by the mouth of the prd^>het 
Zachariah^ *Mn fufoamer and witottr^ihall it be*.'' 
•'Zach. xix. «. 



90C» 7>/ w/ fhingf^ Book 11^ 

Bleftfd be out Reeky "who co«feate4 to \it. fiB)itt«»» 
tli»t we miglit drink »bun4si»Uy o£tbe river of plea* 
fiiret. Great was the love of David 'a three warihieSj^ 
l»bo hazarded their lives, to parchafe for their loog* 
ins; s,eaeral a drooglit of water from the well of fieth- 
iehem. But greater was the lore of Jefas^ who loii 
^is life^ and poured his pseciousbJood> that we qvg^t 
4raw water witk jojp nro9i the welja of falva.tioQi 
when hungry and thirjt^ our fouls fainted ix) u$« ^^ O 
that men would praife the Lord for lus gpodneft.^ and 
for his wonderful works to the children of mcn^ i'' 
May this river, the dreams whereof make glad tb^ 
cUy of Qo^ h« our confolatipn iin this dry andthirfty 
land • y^ broken citterns of this worl4> £n(nl plea<^ 
lureSji vain comforts^ and deUghtS; and pur own legal 
4ri^tcoi\fnefles^ can you fupply the place of thL; fouu* 
lam of living wipers I How nuferabJy ihajl they he 
difappi^ioted, who ej^^havige the one lot the other i 
They ^laU ^onie back with their pitchera empty ; 
^nd tbey fhall be aihaoied a^d confounded^ and covei: 
iheii^ l^eads. How jujtly they deferve that God fiiould 
bring upop them the waters of the river (Irong and 
inapy, and ©ojiir upon them the fury of his anger, 
who rcfui*! the watery of Shiloh that go foftly I QpeO| 
b Loird^ the ears of finuers to beartby gracious ia* 
vitatioi^L, *' Ho^ eif^y op^ that thirds tb, coipc ye to 
the waters!/' Open their eves to fee thi^ well, as 
9nc^ thou opened the eves of Hagar in the wilder- 
oefs^ left in hell they lift up their e;^es ij*. torment, 
without a drop to cool their tongue. O grai|t; i^ to 
jl^Ueye on him, that we may never thirftj 

; VL The }rAzen BcrpenK 

«nnHE lifjft of Ifrael had lQ?jg traverfc^d thiP dcfol^to 
\j^ \ Tij[ildfrne£i, and finding no ei^d of their w^der* 
ing^j; inftead of a^cceotipg this puniibment of t^ir- 
^iqvM]ir/F9ni ^e hand of the Lord, again they n;Mir« 
^vur acaind him aind Mofes, and undervalue their 
JieavenTy proyii^oa, though the food of angels* The 
IQcoo^d J^Haviiu conmi^nds the' ferpei^s to tdt^ 
* .» 9fiiL.cTik <. t Ifiu Ir. r. 



tirem. ' llie'ftrpdflbi '^bteycd, antf mitiy of riie'»pco- 
ple^^ied. The ftfviv(^> cotivinc^d of their «n«0t, 
confcffs th^f fault, and beg that Mofts w6uld'hltei<'* 
cede fo? them wi^th thdi* oitended God. Mo^es'lftttrn 
ken« to the people, and the Lord i^asifftreatilrtl 't>f 
hitn. Bift dbfervc the ftrange manner -^herei ft' tWe 
itnte was wrought. Does he kill thefe poifono«iadd 
fiery flying ferpehtsr outright f No, • Etoctf htedwNe 
zhism to fome diftaftt region of the earth, or feihotci 
corner of the Vildernefs, where the IfraclitcfS i^buld 
be annoyed with them tromoftft Nbr This 'ne^ifhCr. 
Or docs he reftrain thcfe noxiows' creatures £f6m 
ftkiging them,'- which Was aUb'poffible/ ^o«gb they 
fW^rmed in the damp ?> None of all thCfc/^ The^fer- 
penWtrt'jfufSiredtollvey Aiffered-tG^ renfaiii ifl'the 
camp 5 aijA fuTOred to -biti^ as befoVe; '<'Bnt a; brazen • 
ferpent ^i^y by God'^ feomriian'd^ Itfte'd^ »pon^ a* pole, 
that ititiight be confpicuous from afaf ? and whofo- 
ever fnatched -a look- of' tbisr-Kfeielsferpeht) needed • 
not fear '.the bite of the living oft efjs;- for'the»Wo«n4 
was not mortal. : ^* Hdppy: aft t'hon,'6 IfiJ^el^ a peo- 
ple faved by theLord^i'^'They Wori" lift ngry> and 
they had' miraculous tread -r thirfty,^'and they were* 
fnpplied'wkh miracul^oefS drink j^n^withdy are lick . 
and wounded, and they are favoured with miraculous ^ 
medicinei. Here iftdeed the' fcrlpttfre^iras'fial filled : 
in the moft literal fenfe :•** Fools;"becatife ""of tfeeir 
traftfgreffion, and becaufe of thei¥ i^iqu4'ti*S, aVe af«- 
Biaed. Their fonl abhorreth ait in 6ri tier biF meat, ' 
a»d'they draw near to the gates df death)-* 'Fhen* ^ 
theyJ cry unto* the Lord in their troehle j hdfdve^h ' ' 
tbem out of- their diftrefleS. He fent his^ w;^ofd,»arid' : 
healed' Vhem, and delivered themfrorti'tfieir dfefVrue- 
tionsV* ' ••':</■; -^U-i. 

•Let ns behold, in this emin'e*ht'figdi%>«a?^^c%'iiur r 
miserable ftarte by fin, and the method- of^ d&i* reco'«- . 
v0ry By Jofos Chrifl:, who, from thisv'Verj^ tW^g,* .. 
preachfed to- Nicodemus the doft**{i« of his ti-ofsV*' 
« For as Mofes,*' faith he, " lifted up the ferpent in the 
wilderuefs, even4bmuft the Son of man be ffiFted u-p J/* . 

• Pcut. mill 2$. 1 3?fal. cvii. 17* iZ* 19, ao. } John iii» 14. 
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. !%• Afi9%l )^ni V^ wffl^, tlief« avo^ the fiery fl}^ln£ 
Cerpeitft) who thott|;h iavifiUe to tho eyc^ hate ftux^. 
tbor^ce of Ad«m, and have iafiouatofl %\^iw deadly' 
potfon through the- i«holo vi^fr of bumai^ nator^ i 
for %fhieh we ai%y take up the prophet's. k^moniatU 
aa, << The whole head is f^^k^ 9^d the ^Mt heart 
faint*/' £v«r fince we broke ever the hedge of the^. 
dlvijjMe UW) the£e ier peats haveinceHaiHly hit ua* 
This vtiakes the world a terri^k wilderaef^ iadce4>. 
s^ li^d of troable and aQgoiih> whence coiae the iri-. 
per and the ftevy flyingievpeat. It is i(me> the wousda. 
that are madie by the fcoj^paoas of hell, nitay fjpem.. 
but flight at tht ibift ; for naoy a time they have., 
ftricken us^ and we are mot grieved. Put as the un*. 
happy U^aelite f<»ea pnrQoived the deadly veiiea&' 
driahi9g u^his yitaie i (tk fcall the devil's fieiry darts,^ 
fooaar or imtep^ inflaliM the eoa&ieBce> ^ad never- 
fail to ex|kia4lt in. the h^sart a ba^iwag fever of un*. 
fittiafied aad irregulftr defires. It was only the deaths 
of the nMirtal body that threatened the ftung Ifrael*. 
ite« But tke feal» the imafievtairoal is endangered^ 
by the bite of the infernal ferpent, nniefat an anur . 
dote can be/ (bgad/ And t^is antidote is the Lord- 
Jefus Chrift, QjE a^hleh. thy fipi^pent^ Mofes^ was a fi- 
^re.. 

It may perhapa feem odd at Brfk, that fo noxiona? 
and hateful a c^atciite as the ferpent ihenld be made^ 
an emblem eC the amiable and beneficent' Redeemer f 
efpecialjy whoa vciconfider that the fef pent is a nam^ 
coaitnon]^ appropriated to the ^rand adverfary oF/ 
God and man \ and in the f(C:riptiire (llle wicked mcai 
are Q^\^A ferpent Sf and a genemtiim of vipers* But: 
let ua reSe^ to whom he is a ferpent j for he is to« 
the devil wh^t this malicious fpii it is unto q^ that;- 
i«, hie doftrpyar. Why flionld it not be equally pro- 
per ^ compaire the gracious E ed e erne r to the ferpent- 
aa-to the lion, both which are naines of his great ene*,. 
my \ What is ih«? ftrength of the roariag lioq of^ 
l^Wj to hie ftrength who is the Lion of the tribe of> 
^ah;i 4a4 what is the fubtiety of the dc^il, tJK? 



old &tp^9t; Ut the wif4wi cC J<fa« Cltt4A, O^ mw ^ 
J^fides^ the ferpcjit; loeing t2i9 firfi curfed creatur^jr 
Hiayy even on this accaqnt, be pitched- oo as a type 
o£ ^tm who Mfas to be<?oine n curie for ua. But where- 
9ts the ferfejBi: .^f Moies ir«s void of p«ifo9> and w^xo: 
no fting^ for it ws^onl^r the form of a ferpcot ; it i& 
natudra^ here to t}Afik, kow]^£v^ Cbriftoaly appeared 
iQ tbiS iikeiHrf9.<^iiuifol fifih^ but was iktcerly a ftran-« 
ger to the vMom of fui^ dboi^gh in ail other tbinga 
oiade lilse t0 ps^vhofe poifon is as thepoifoo of a fcr-^ 
fmt. Whether the ftresgth asd luilre of the brafs 
Blight he a faint ftadow of the fti:eogth and glory o€ 
that wondc^rfi)!. |>erfoi|^ thfi God-'iuan^ 1 ihall n«t af-^ 
£rni« 

9vkt the ilftLag up of thit Scrpim^ SaemB «o evident; 
predidion of that death Tvhich Chrift fliould die.. 
Here h^ iM evidendy^t. StNTth ci^uqlfied beforie us^ as 
ve are taaght hy hioifelf^ who is the ead of the lawt 
of righteoiiihe&» whex» fpeakiag .of the death bet 
ftoulddii?, *( afld V fcys he, ^^ I if I be lifted up 
fyom thie eajpthi -wilJLdraw aU.mep uato me*/' The, 
ierpent was Ufted lup^oo-/ a pol^ ; and CJisr.ift >vas. 
lifted vtf oa tha aQcucfed tx^ee* The ferpent was 
lifted »3P by Moft&> the figure of ahe law ; and Chriil 
was, by the law, fobjcded to 6adur« the crofs. The 
ferpent was lijted i:ip in^is moft confpicuous mannec 
amid" the camp of Ifracl ; and the cracjiixion of the 
Son of< God was tranfa&ed ia the maS public n|aaae& 
at Jerufalpm, the mct]!;o|>olis of Jadea. It. was God: 
who comniaBded the Serpent to ba lifted up in the: 
wildernefs; and it was^ God who cQniixmBded the 
Lard and Savipur to lay d<^wn hia life, and adjufted 
by his detenninate counfel, all,.thc fbameful and all: 
the painful crircumftances of ths^t awfol and amazing 
feene. If i% had not been with a view to its elevati- 
on on the pole> Mofea bad not been ordered to make 
this braacn image;, nor would the Son of God have 
appeared ia the.likenefs of man, but with an intemioa 
to expire on tife cro£s, and give his life a ranfoxn for 
SEk^ny. The fcrpcnt wasJiltied up^ that whofoeirex 

♦ I«ha3ai,3> 
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behcldit, miglit b* hcakd and live ; «nd ChtilP wis 
craciiied^ that 'Whofoever betieveth in biiBy might aot 
perifh, but hive evcrlafting \^€. ' 

- That a woanded Ifracliic (honld be f«ved by look- 
ing, and a {>enibing finticr by bellcTing/iare thidg^ 
that bear no f mall refemblance^to each other. >or 
what is believing an hina, but feei^gliitix who is ia^ 
▼ifible,. that/ like Mofes, we may endured What Is 
it but looking on him whom wfe *hav< pierced, that: 
we- may mourn ? How fitly may the ^lorio«s words> 
in the prophet Ifaiah^ copae from the moutk oFithe 
crucified Redeemer/** Look unto me, and be ye fa ved^^ 
all the ends of the earth *, for I am^God/ d2»d there is 
none elfe ; belides me there is- no Saviour* f Let* 
us. more particulady ob&rve the^ensi^o^o^eir i^e- 
medy to ours* > > ^ ' ■ » • >' 

• 'It was^a metliod of cure folelyjcontitivedi aiid^ap-^ 
pointed of God, from whofe or^oatice alotjfc it re-*' 
ceived its efficacy. Who wo«rld-i« m«iellia6>ha,re ima-> 
gined in a dream, th^t to \o(fk at a dead ferpento^- 
brafs, would aire the bite of a- living fbrpa^nt^'ShDiiJdv 
Rcafon :be. allowed- to give hor Verdid^.flfe inronld: 
perhaps be fo far from pronouncing^iit a*vproper ^el-- 
pedient; that'fhe would rather judge Ua'grofb a'bf^ 
furdity; efpecially if wliat feme .artirm, >be true, ' 
that the fight of burnifhed brafs is ^natiir^Uy Jierni*: 
cious to them who are i bitten of ferpents^ aii4» if 
what is alfb afferted, be true, that i^ toffee but? the 
jliape of any venomous creiature'iiicr ea^eSf the t6rmen^i 
of the unhappy iiifferer whoiki -it-' bit.' irExaftly fo j' 
the method of our recovery by JtSie/^rofs of Jeltis 
Chrlft, is a device' which claims iGod himfelf: for' its 
oiily*originaL > The Worlds by wifdom,- never would 
have arrived at the kndwledge.of it j'nsly, .it is a 
thing they are highly offended with ; for itistin tholbl 
who perifh fooliiimcfs.': but' to th6fe who are faved, 
it' is the wiidom of 'Goid, and the poi^»er of. God unto 
falvation,'t«o every orie.whoibclicTeth. Tjfcbugbrea-^ 
fon Would not ha v« thoiighn- God: has .ordained iti- 
To this alone Tntiil:alL' its. .eificacy 'be ifcvibed ; .fo»' 



The fraztn SevjriHt^ toi 

*« U M tk« will of the Fatberi that lirW<^ever (Wetlk 
the Sonv Afi^ believeth on bing jbQuJd not pcnflij but 
Jiavc cvcrlaftieg life*." 

' It T^ as a method of cure that never fuledi being, 
iio leiTa fure than ftran^e. Not an Ifraelite died^ aa 
\t\QSti afips^ us, who looked at the brazen ferpent, 
Were thej ev«r afbamed who pat their truILin Chrift \ 
SVere the^r «ver difap^ointea m their e:Kp«AMiocSj, 
i^bo believed in him for averlaiUne life f 
' It was a method of cure that mi^ht be cvfilj pui 
in pra^ke by- aaliraelite, if he vat not blind. Pcr- 
bapa be might happen to receivci bis wound In iovx^ 
pei^ote part of the camp; ^nd though it ftould have 
afiTe^ed bim in fucb manner^ that be ceutd move neU 
tber hand nor foot, yet' without Kirving from the 
place where be was» without fending for phjficians. 
to applj their mediciites, he wa^sf^vedby one glance 
of hia eye. In like manner, if the god of this worlds 
baa Bot blinded our mind$> we are faved, not by 
working, but by believing. The works of the law 
^re phyUcians of no value to the diftrefled confcience |. 
But Chrift is'a prefent b^lp, and to find him we need, 
neither climb up into heaven^ aor dcfcend Into the 
deep. 

It was ib roQiedy tl^at Knight be repe^cd |ls often aa 
tliere was occafion for it. So.Cbrift ia the propitia- 
tion for our fins, to whom we may warrantably have 
|-ecourfe, as often as we arc wounded by hellifli temp- 
tationa, and in every time of need. Yet let no abu«^ 
fer of this heavenly dodrine infer, that becaufe thei 
remedy is at hand, we may red carelefs and fecure> 
and expofe ourfejves at random to the painful flings of 
the in.fcrnal.fcrpents. What Ifraelite would have been, 
fo mad as to handle thefe hateful creatures, and court; 
them to inftii their venoni, with no other deCgn than. 
to try the experiment of the brazen ferpent's virtue t 
Would not this have been a horrid perverdon of that 
healing ordinance, and at leaft a tempting the Lord f 
But the truth is, the human race do not more abhor^ 
(he touch and neighbourhood of ferpents, of every 
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kind, than an Ifraclite indeed, or a fiiTccre believer, 
when adlng up-to his character, abhors even all 
reproaches to temptatLon. It is every whit as rca- 
fonaWie to fuppofe, that becaufe the ferp<5nts in the 
wildernefs were not permitted to deftroy the IlraeU 
ites, by reafon of their heavenly antidote, therefore 
they loved the ferpents, and delighted in their focie- 
ty ; as it is to fuppofe, that the true Chriftian can be 
encouraged to fin, or to love that "Which he hates, 
be cuofe of abounding grace. 

It was a remedy that proved effedlnal, wfthon^ all 
doubt, to the Ifraelite who ufed it, though his vifive 
faculty-had been ever fo weak. So the weakeft faith, 
if genuine, is as faving as the ftrongeft, becaufe its 
objedl is the fame. ^ . 

It was, in fhort, a remedy that afcribed the whole 
glory to God; even as in the work of ©ur falvatiou 
by Jefus Chrift, all boaftiog is excluded. While the 
believing foul treads upon the ad'der, and tran?ples 
the'dragon under his feet, and fays, '< O death, where 
is thy fting*?" O Satan, where is thy power ? let hira* 
alfp fay, ** Thanks be unto Gbd, who giveth us the 
vidtory through Jefus Chrift our Ldrdf." 

VH. Thoughts on the Vat4 of Mofest 

THE lawgiver of the Jews having, afce'nded the fe- 
con3 time to mount Sin;ii,"wHcre he obtained 
a fight of the divine glory, and got the fecon4Ltables 
inf<;ribed anew, .with the finger of God, after tlTe firft 
were broken, now defcends to the camp with the ta- 
bles in his hand, but is greatly furprifed to fee his bro- 
ther Aaron, and other Ifraelites, filled with perturba- 
tion at his approach, and afraid to look him in the 
face. Such horror might indeed have well become* 
them the firft time he defcended ; for they had, during 
his ,abfence, been guilty of that almofl: unpardonable 
crime, the inaking the , golden calf, which they could 
not but fufpeia would be highly refented both by God 
and Mofcs. But now their peace was made, and their 
prophet comes with the pledges of reconciliation in 
• X Cor. 3CV. 55^ -t'Vcr.5, 7. 
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his band^ what can be the reafon (might he fay to him- 
Tclf) of my brethren's running away from mc> as 
if I were their enemy ? The face of Mofes was equal- 
ly meek as before; but though the features were tli€ 
fame, it fhone.with a glory yifible to every body but 
hinlfelfl This ftrange phenomenon was the caufe of 
that awful ^diftance they kept. But perceiving that 
his voice was the fame, tliough his face was altered^ 
they refume their courage, and \enture to approach 
^imv Uioujgh ftill they dare not come to any clofe in- 
.-tervj^wiwith their Ihining lawgiver, till, in conde- 
fceiiiion to their weaknefs, he puts a vail upon his glo- 
rious face. . Siich honour it pleafed God to confer on 
Tils faithful fervant, not -only to infpire the minds of 
"the Ifraelites with greater reverence for him, but chief- 
ly to dignify that difpenfatioh of which he was the 
minifter. We are not told how long this miraculous 
brightnefs lalled, bat in all appearance, it was not' of 
long (Juration, and vaniftied gradually away, to figni- 
fy the tranfient nature of that economy. 

Mofes himfelf, perhaps^ intended no more by vail- 
ing his face, .than what is exprefled in the hiftory. 
However, the wifdomof the Holy Ghoft having given 
us an allegorical interpretation of tliis a<^lion, by the 
mouth of the apoille Paul, let us dwell upon it a lit- 
tle. - 

The vail upon the face of Mofes, according to that 
. eminent apoftle, did fignify that, partly through the 
obfcurity of their law, and partly through tiie blind- 
nefs of theii; hearts', the children of "frael could not 
ftedfartly look to the end of that which was abolifhed. 
Now that which wa3 abolifhed is t^.cir legal difpeii- 
fation, and the end of that which was aboiiilied is Te- 
fus Chrifl: himfelf, who is the end of the law for righ- 
teoufnefs, as having fulfilled its meaning, cancelled its 
authority*, and introduced in its room a far more cx^- 
cellent economy. ". 

What! may fome reply, did Ifrael not know the 
fneaning of their law ? Was it the intention of the 
AlmightV to conceal from them a thin^ in which they 
iiT.e io 4iighly iiiterefted f JU^ they no fiifhcient- inti- 
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mitidns^ that their ritual inftittttiolis dii pMiit ^tVet* 
ter thinss, and were, in fature time, cap^lble of «• 
peal^ and would aftuallv receive an end I 

In anfwer to this, it U not at all deftied, hut there 
"Were many things in the writings aadlaw^ Mofes,. 
that not ohfcurely hinted ita true defign. The vail of 
Mores was not fo thick and hread, but t^me rays of 
his light didaftaally tranfpire. Evea'as the darknefs 
and biacknofs that involved the frighted fummlt of 
moant Siaai, was interfperfed with fiafhes of lightning 
and gleams of fire. The attentive Ifraelite, who mo- 
ditated upon the law of the Lord day and nighty might 
/know that more was meant than wds plainly expref- 
fed. The conftant eKpedation of a Meflias, which u-> 
Ttiverfally obtained in all ages of t^e Jew iih church, 
might fully convince them of the weaknefs of their 
tites, to do what they feemed to promife> and tihat 
the ceremonial law was far from being the whole 
t)f their religion. They had hintedunto them in the 
dying benediction of their great forefather, that 
their judicial law ihould not be always obferved, but 
that a period ihould arrive, when the fceptre fiiould 
depart from the royal tribf. A fmail meafnre of ao 
qnaintance with their own hearts might have eafily 
perfuaded them, that the demands of the moral law, 
or ten commandments, were too rigid for them ever 
to hope juftification, by their compliance w^th cbem.c 
for however much it may be thought, by fuperficial 
obferver»,that the firfl; nine preempts in the law may 
be fulfilled by an imperfcd creature ; yet it is evi- 
dent, that the very iettet* of the tenth commandment 
forbids the fins of the heart, and all the motions of 
concupifcence. How can the p roude ft legal ift plamue 
himfelf with the foolifli conceit of being able to con- 
form himfelf in all refpedls to the very letter of the 
law, when the very letter of the Jaw fays, '" Thoa 
Ihalt not covet* ?'* If then there w«re many Ifrael- 
itcs who relied inthdir law, without Jookia^ any 
further, and fondly : imagined that it was able to 
Ijive them, eternal I'ife^ this fatal miftake'' was npc 



Thoughts on tht Vali cf Mofes. X09 

chei% owing tathe- obfcctrhy of their difpenfation^ 
but to the blindncrs of their hearts^ that were hard 
as the Clones on which their law was written^ and 
Tailed as their lawgiver's face. 

But> after all, it muft be coofe&d^ the law and ho- 
ly books of Mofejs, have moth obfcurity in them, when 
compared wieh the great plainneft of fpccchufed by 
the apofties in the NewTeftament. They may be com- 
parrdtoa fine pi^ore placed in a dark corner, tho* its 
princ.i|»al figqre$ maybe difcernedfrom a penetrating 
eye : it is however, impoffible the delicate touches of 
the "pencil^ the diftribntions of light and fhade, the 
beauty of the tinrs, the elegancy of the defigns, ca^ 
be thoroughly perceived by the moft vigorous fight, 
until theiinifhed peice i$ tranflated from its obfcuipe fi- 
cnation, andfetin an advantageous light. 

One that reads the writings of Mofes, and throws 
but a curfdry glance over the moral, the ceremonial, 
axrd the judicial law, without remembering that, like 
Mofes, they put a vail on their fkce, would be very apt 
to miftakc the true defign of the -whole fyflem, and to 
entertain many erroneous opinions, that are really 
iiiconfiftent with its original intention, though t;hey 
feiem to be founded upon it. One would think, the. 
ceremonial worfhip, prefcribed fo minutely by Mofes, 
Bxaft certainly have been very acceptable to God, even 
forits ownfake,or he would never have taken the pains 
toadjoft,by his exprefs authority, the ftiiallell circum- 
ftances relative utjtoit. One would almoft imagine, 
that the' Deity took pleaAjre to eat the flelh of bulls, 
and drink the blood of goats: that he is pleafed even 
with outward corporal uncleanneflefs ; that the beauty* 
of his worfltip confifts in the outward pomp of fplen- 
did rites ; that the blood of flaughtered beads was able 
to takeaway fin ; that man has ftiU a power to obey 
the moral law ; that we muft enter into life by keep- 
ing the commandments ; that righteoufoefs fhall come 
by th*fe law; that the natural feed of Abraham 
ooald never be rejedcd from being the people of 
God ;- that' their civil ftate ihould never be unhing- 
ed, and tbfir ceremonies fhould nevef^be abolifl&ed* 
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XHefCji and many fuch falfe opinions^ mi^bt have been 
fuggeftcd by the terms jn which the law is uttered ; 
and many a carnal Jew wa? taken in th^ fpiare Even 
*^ unto t&is day, when Mofes is read^ the vs(il is upon 
their hearts*." 

In vain 4)4. the prophets endeavour |o pull this vaji 
^(ide^^^nd reclaim jfrpni thejfe vain imag^inations that 
ftifF necked people, the bulk.pf whom perfevere^in 
^heir abfard prejudices, and prefumptupjus expejftati- 
ons, to this very day* 

If any ihould inc|uire,.why the revelatign of the 41- 
ylne will was not ufually, plain in the pail as In^Jie 
prefent age \ why the God vJth whom light dwejl^ 
would deliver aja\y to xhis people, of v}iich,the true 
(lefign and genuine fcope, was. oot obyious^t.the Jirft 
view ? It is notfor us to dive into the eternal counfels, 
it was the will ^f God that it ihould be fo ; and who 
.. dares fay to him *^ What doft thou f T* Let U3 rather 
^bferve how the vail was grad\ially remov.ed, till Mo- 
fes ftands confefled, {ind the delign,of his econemy is 
no longer a myftery, fince^ the rpvel.^tlon of Jef^s 
Chriil. 

Much is faid in the prophetic fcriptures, that might 
Jiave undeceived the blind Jews, and taught them t;o 
abate their vain .confidence in their national privi- 
^ I,eges, their ceremonial obfervances, and their mor^ 
righteoufnefles. The grand doftrines of thriftianity, 
relating to the perfori, the charafter, and mediatiqn 
of Jefus Chrift, are laid down in thefe venerable wri- 
tings with greater perfpicuity tha.n in the books pf 
Moles. But though the prophets harmonioufly confpirc 
in giving their fuffrage to every Chriftian dodrine ; 
yet ftill they put upon their fac^ the vail of poetic sj 
iigures, and cerenionial phrafes. They defcribe i^i- 
^ ritual bleffings by images of civil peace j^ud plenty. 
With them the vi^ory of Jefus Chrift is the treading 
of a wine-preis, in which the wine is the blopd.^' 
iiaughtcred enemies 5 prayer is incenfe, anc( a pare 
©ffering; coliverfion is going up to Jcrufalen^ igofpcl 
3yorfliip.i^ tiic celebration of the feltivals ofthe JiOys, 
• % Cor. iii. IS* .^ , ,, t Job. «• |». 
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But now comes Jolin tHe Baptift, the harbinger* 
of Chrift, who talks ftill pjdner than Mofcs, or the 
prophefs ; and i&ftead ot cdtnmcnding the Levitical' 
facrifices^ he invites his heartrs to regard that un- 
known perfon; to whom lie pointed, as the complement^ 
of them all, *' Behold the lairtb of God, that takes ar' 
way the fin of the world *.*^ ^ 

But by the miniftry of Chi'ift, add his^blefled apof- 
ttes, the law is wholly unrtialked,'and the vail on ' 
Mofcs* face entirely done away. The lowly birth^ 
indigent life, and ignominious death of the Meifia^ 
him&lf, was an incontcftiblc proof, that hi« kingdoai 
is not of this world, as the Jews expc6ted. Though 
he was the great High Prieft, he gave no attendance 
at the altar ; and his fore-runner, though born a Le- 
vite, never officiated in'the temple. This was a plain 
dfeclarSition,'that he was come to abrogate thelc an*^ 
cient rites. But if we attend to the ftrain of his'doc- 
trine, it will appear how it was calculated to re- 
move the vail, and cure the prejudices of the mifta-' 
ken Jews, He taught, that a man is not defiled by 
what enters in at the mouth ; foretold that their ci- 
ty and temple, the centre of their wbrfhip fhould be 
razed; and that a fpiritual worfhip fliould beeftablifh- 
cd over all the world, and might be prefented unto 
God in every place. That he might pave the way 
for explaining the grand doArine of juftification by 
his imputed righteoufnefs, he expatiated upon the vaft' 
extent of the moral law, and frequently inculcated 
tjife fad depravity of human nature, fie fpoke of him- 
fcif as the fulfiller of all righteoufnefs, the heavenly 
manna, and the antitype oftheferpent lifted up in the 
widernefs. 

But after his afcenfion he infpired his apoftles to fi- 
ni{h what he had only begun, and completely remove* 
that vail which Mofes put upon his face. By their a- 
ppdolic decree, they inftrufted the Chriftian Gentiles 
in their New-Teftament liberty; and by their epi- 
ftles, addrelTed to the primitive churches, they eii- 
tirciy diffipatedthe obfcnrity of the Old-Tcftamcnt • 
^ ' • John i. 99. 
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16 not meats and drlnk^s, b^t rigl>teouiiiairs> and fteace^ 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft ; that the Mofaix: ]aw was 
only a fchool-nvafler to t4itor the churchJi|i)h^r ehild- 
ifhftate^and train Iter up for, a anore perfeif^ inftitati- 
on. Now Yie plainly i'ee^ that righteoufnefs ca#ifiat 
poffibly come by thelaw^nor pardon b$^ tLefacrilicef. 
If the vail is not ftill upon our hearts we may behold 
'with open face> the glory of the Lord^ and be.rchan- 
ged into the fame image^ from glory to glory.- Now 
the face of the covering fpread ov«r allpeople^ and 
the vail caft over all nations, is entirely deuroyed ; 
and therefore^ O hoafe of Ifrael^ come and let us walk 
lathe light of the Lord. 

. ' . VIII. Of Sacrifices. 

SACEiriCING is a religioue a&ion, in wkich a 
treat are. deYOted to God was it a folemn manaer 
defiroyed in his prefenoc, for iacred endja ; and it 
^as a mode of worfhip tk»t obtained in the moft. ear- 
ly ages of the world. It may not only be .traced up 
to the famous aura of giyiog the law from.nwunt Si- 
no} ; for the ancient patriarchs dkl commoaly prac- 
tift It, How naoy aharv were boilt by Abraham, 
nnd his grandchild Jacob i Melchisedec >ras a prjkfi 
of the inoft high God; |eb offered facriiieofr bo^h -% 
Kis ohildren and for h» friends ; and God ftneUed-a 
favoar of reft, when Noah facrificed dean bealls and 
birds upon the altar which he built nntothe l>tu)d. 
But why do I mention thefe venerabie pierfonagOB ^s 
the moft ancient pra^bifers of f^rificial worfiiipi 
when It may be aaore than co»je6tured, that Adam 
himfelf did life it ? Can we think, when Abel offeted 
unto the Lord th* fifft'Ungs' of h*s fiack; tlMt Wsia- 
'ther did not inftru^ him to teftifyin iliis manner has 
• f6ar of the Lord "? And what ftiall we fay oi the coats 
offkins which the Lord made £or them*, or dia«e^ed 
them to make f The beafts to whom they belonged, 
cannot, fo fo On after the cr eat ioif» be fuppofed'to have 
-4icd of age } they behoved Ifher^for^e to be flniii. 
How natural to^fuppofe t^t,th«y were ilahi in iacirl- 
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^t^ ;' rather than for tinj other .ufe \ Perhaps^ it wa» 
not without a myflery, that the ikins of thefe beafta 
fiiould clothe their bodies^ whoTe blood made atones 
snent for their foals. To be ihort then, though we 
can by uo means afient> that^ in the ftate of innocence 
there would have been the Jeaft occafion for them> they 
feem> ho\vever, to be as ancient as the promife abobt 
the feed of the woman^ who was to have his heel brui- 
fed> while he bruifed the fer pent 's head. 

The antiquity of facrifices being fuppofed, let in 
How fee by whofe authority they were firrt injoined. 
Atii. it will be certainly founds that as their date is 
ancient; their original is divine. That God pre. 
fcribcdthem to his chofen people, is not difputed s 
for a great part of the fac red volume is occupied in 
defcribing the various laws by which this fpecies of 
worjfhip fhould be adjufted. But what fha)l we think 
of the facrifices that were offered by the patriarchs 
before the law ? Were they afta of will wprfliip ? 
Did they contrive this mode of adoration from their 
own brains? Did the light of nature dilate, "that the 
Deity could be delighted with butchering, flaying, 
and burning the harmlefs brute, or other wife def- 
troying creatures that were inanimate \ No : nei- 
ther did the light of nature didlate them, nor blind 
fopcrftition, but the fovereign will, and pofitive com- 
ntand of God, is their original warrant. Be it fo, we 
read of the praftice, before we read of the precept^ 
ftill, from the former, we may fairly infer the latter: 
for fuch eminent (aints would never have adventured 
to exprefs: their devotion in fuch a ftrange manner^ 
if they had not been required to do fo by the declared 
will of God. Indeed, without fuch a pcrfualion, they 
conld not have offered in faith : and we are allured, 
by an authority too great to be controverted, that 
the firft man, whofe facrifice is exprefsly mentioned 
in fcripture, offered, through faith^ a more excel*- 
lent facrifice* than Cain, of which the Deity was plea- 
fed to teftify his abceptance, by fomc diftinguifhing 
marks of regard. Now, let us even luppoie thelk 
primitive believers might haire been.fo pee&mptupud^ 
L z 
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^s to lAveAty of ^ruAUtj withont ^ht command d 
God^ fach bloody titCB: It^ can never be admitted 
that God, who has^ .up^il all ocaafions, teftlfied hit 
4i£pleafure^gaaaft $h^ invcrnttons c£ men in his vroxi 
ihip, would have fmiied upoafoch feijfrdeviiCed obodes 
of adoratioa. laftead e£ teilifying their glfts^ aad 
accepting tbeir bttrAt*o£ferings^ would he not ratheit 
have upbraided thenl as in the words of that well 
kaown reproof, ^ who hath required this at year 
hands * ?** Upon the whole, then, it is eafy to fee, 
that facrifiees were not oftered without the commaiid 
of God. And it is more th^n probable, that the pre* 
cept and the pradice are of equal a^e; thatihefe 
holy rites were commanded immediately after the re* 
«dmiffion of our firft parents into the divine favour, 
Upon the back of their-apoHacy ;-^that the univ^rfal 
cuftom of facrificing was received by tradition from 
the firft man ;-^and that, after the true deiign of the 
inftitution was loD; among the. degenerate ^nations, 
the ceremony itfelf was (lill prefervecl. 

Well then, the cuftom was. ancient^ was divines 
and furely it was for fome important end God would 
command, ^nd the beft of men pradlice it, for the 
fpace of four thoufand years. What could move the 
eternal Majefty to require, for folong a time^ that 
facrifiees ihouid be an eflential part of his wor/hip t 
Was there any r^ai excellency. in thefe adions^ that 
might render them pleafing to God for their own 
fake ? Were they to be put on an equal or fuperior 
footing to afts of moral fervid e ? Notatall« JHirn^ 
feif declares, in the mod politive manner, cve^ ia the 
age of facrifiees, that, " to offer thankfgiving, and 
pay their vows ; to do juftly, tend love mercyf,'* 
were a&ions far preferable to loading his altar with 
the moft coftly oblations : — that though men had been 
«ver fo punctual in this kind of worihip, they were 
*tiot immediately entitled to the character of faints, 
whatever courfe of adion they fleered in their other 
department towards God, or their fellow-creatures* 
Vea^ fofar were facrifiees from being able to recom* 
• 4f». i. j^.' > Pf. 1. J4. 
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the coatrary, their {ins, when refolutely perMed jo, 
rciuieredfiiat (^\y their perCbos^ but their facriiic/es> 
detisftabie unto kin). He lathed^ he defpifed^ he ah<-^- 
horred^ his ibul was weary to hczr theoL* That they 
did *reaiiy a-toae . £or cei*einonjal guilty or fan^ify ta 
the purifying o£ the fieih, may indeed be allowed ; 
but that they could really atone for moral guilt, 
purge the confcience from dead works^ or be accep* 
table to the divine Mejefiy for their own iake, is de- 
nied by iicripti^re^ xeafon, and even by the facri&ces 
themfeves. — It is denied by fcripture* — For, in the 
prophet Micah^ rivers f>f ail, and thoufands of rams 
ftre denied to be an adequate propitiation. And this 
need not be be wondered at ; for what is ftill luore^ 
thefirfl; bor% we are allured in the fame place, would 
not be accepted fortranfgreiQon, nor the fruit of the 
body for the fm4>f the foul. — It is denied by reafon.-^ 
For reafoo herfclf being judge, where were the juftice 
to punilh a harmlefs. he^HL for the £ixx6 of its cw^ner T 
What proponimi betwLst the hn of a uiaa> and the 
lui^eriflgs of a brute ? Can the Majefty of heaven inv 
deed be prevailed upon to lay afide his juft anger for 
fach a puny fatisfadion f Then, Sinai, thy thunders . 
are vaniifaed into foioke, and there was no occaficnto 
publilh with fuch folemnity and terror, to the trem* 
blijag I&aelites, that fiery law, whofe curfes may be 
(b eafily avoided.^^But let us a& even the facrifices 
themfielTCS) they will confefs their iafuffici^Dcy^o 
exp)a^;gailt ; for there were many fms that were, not 
^9 ^P9fiS^.>^^^^ iacri^ce nor with oft'eriug. ..Let 
DavidLl^f ,¥ritnefj», who fays to God concerning his 
complicated crime of adultery and deliberate mur- 
der, '* Thou defireft notfacrifice, elfe would I give 
it : thou delighted not in burnt offeringf" Befidea, 
the repetition of thefe facriiices is a moil invincible 
j>rooi> that it was not in them to make thofe perjfe^ 
-who offered : fqr then, would they not have cteafed 
&» he offered I Surely they would ; for the worihip<* 
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pers, onee^^rg^d fliould ha^^e had n(y moire eonfcl* 
en cc of fin. 

' Was it then impoffible that the blood of bslls and 
goats ihoaldtake away fin, notwithftanding the anti* 
quity and divine original of the cuftomto offer fatxi- 
fice ? Having removed the falfe etid of their inftitution, 
let us examine into their real intentioh> and we fltali 
have a particular eje to the offerings under the eco« 
nomy of Mofes. And here it wilf notbe contradld- 
cd, though one (hould affirm^ that fundry circmnftan- 
ces in the law of facrifices might be intended to cin« 
vey moral inftra6tions. For inftance^ that the bra* 
tidi qualities of the facrificed beads might fignif y th« 
vices or lufts which we ought to mortify for the ho- 
nour of God ; or that the virtuous qualities of the 
vidim^ fuppofe meeknefs^ patience^ and the like, 
might denote tkofe graces and virtues which the 
worfhipper of Cbd ihoold cultivate in his own heart. 
It mud not be denied^ that the ancient ceremonial 
worfhip might be a figure of that reafpnable fervicc, 
which is ever due to the fupreme Being, in all the 
different ftates of the rational creature. Bilt thpngh 
thefe, and other confiderations^ may have their pro- 
per weight and place, we have not yet found out the 
adequate reafon of thefe myfterious inftitutions. In 
thy bloody death, O Jefus, we fee the great antitype 
of thefe legal oblations! Moft certainly they were 
public acknowledgments of guilt, andprofeffions of 
frfith i'n the grand propitiation^ whkh they believed 
ftolild'^pp^r in the end of the world. Telfe^s,-thoa 
fweet fmgcr of Ifrael, who is he that (halUdoTi^r us 
what the law could not do ! In the fc^f t1^^ {>{alm> 
David, fpeaking not of himfelf, bcrt of a far more glo- 
rious perfon, has thefe moft emphatical words : ** Sa- 
crifice and offering thou didft notdefire : bnrnt ofFer- 
ing and fin *otle ring haft thou not required. Thea 
faid I,' Lo, I come to do thy will, O God*.'' It w« 
not Chrift ^ho came to imitate the facrifiees, but the 
facrifices were ordained to prefigure- himw T^ey 
were the ihadow of future good things^ but the body 
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U^^htHL WUftCbvift Wftft Srd rrvealod, the fa* 
criiices feem to have been pradifed ; and vhcn he 
died# Uwy cjpa&d t<|'b^ offered* The temple heard 
hbtdytilg groaii^: and irfnt k«r vail laprerenceof the 
priofthoovL^ tfcs they o&tti the eventng-iacrihce, 
Froni'thisttmefoirtb Aatl yooir office be vacated, >q 
Uga^l -pjriBftfi ! 'Ye}b#B&8 of thc^ field, no more iliail yq 
fwxjke.zs vi&im#< oA God's aUar^ for the merciful 
Hig^.Prkfth8Sflo>w given Hiifssj.r an oflPeriDg and « 
facfiifioe of « iweet fmelJiog feydifcr .unto God ! Kow 
if, wilh the predi^ioc oC hi« ^Qath they began^ and 
endlsd itithtthe accomplifiutienJti ivhat can be more 
ploiin than the relajcioa betwixt them, as the fbadoir 
andtiie ibbftaAce^.^ Sclt this. relation a£de, and h i» 
iflipoffible to yiodicatOy to any advantage^.tbe 04rl^i« 
nal appointment ofiacrificeis, or to aiccqunt fotr^iiheir 
a^oliiaotva&eir they 'iv>ere eBJotned* &faii9ujid aoy h€ 
oooteniiioQa in this point, we have an entire .book ia 
tiir canom of the NewTeftament, in whioh Ahe pro. 
fieSed argument it* the refemUonce of the Old-Tefta- 
msantiacrifioea tot the troe propitiation, htt us here 
glance at fome of the moft glaring par ailrls only, 
betirixt the &erffic«s of Mofes aj^d the facri&cc of 
JjefuaChmft. . 

And,firft,^^ema|^ take notice 'Of the <|iiail^tQS of th« 
faprificed creatnrea,«fpe dally of Che animal ^ind. 
it was natlef&fts a matter of imdifierence, amd whol- 
ly in tbe option of God 'is peculiar people^ with what 
vftdims they ihould (bin his askars.^^-They behoved 
to be cLoan creiutiarcs, accofiding to the law, £t to be 
e!aimn'f(iriih« ftsppnnt of Jxaman life, and to be axtp 
with the offerer^ in iomt ^nCep. by tiicir aptitude for 
dfgeiVion into the fotbi^aBce of his body« U'bis wiaaan 
eV^ld^nt memorial &f the ^nf^ity of the gr^at Propi.ti- 
dtion,<and that he ihouid be a partaker of the faaniO 
^efi and bixjod with thofe for %vhoin he ihould die ; 
§of it wlis requiiite,: that both he thai fatxEbtiieth, and 
thty tfcatare fjniSftfiffd,4je ^*»f©»«*.t>'-'I1ife-mtcgri|>y 
end pcrfeftiaai which. God ix<pjirad'*i4»hei)ddicfi of 
tfaelfe bfcafts tnant eafiiy be aocoiimiodaood; to tb^.glpri- 
ous Antitype, 'who vquld be wh«s>lly- incarpacitate. 
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by any tlieflnalleft bkuiifh, from the'dTfthlitge olPW 
prieftly fun^ion. For tlioagh it becatoe the typical 
nation of the Jews to have an high pTiefritivoiVed^m' 
the fame guilt of a^al tran(grcffi6n with his brie- 
tfaren, who was therefore to offer iirft for his dAvnr lift 
bcjfore he prefumed to offer for the errors of the jleo- 
plej y€t*'foch an high prieft became us, who is\ 
holy, harmief^, undefikd) and fefparajted from fin-' 
iwrs*." They were, farther, to be valuable ahdbtflbv- 
ed creatures, as lambs that are for cloathing, knd' 

?;oat8 that are the |>rioc of the field ; arid he that^ of- 
ier^d them was put to coft and damage : as indeed; in^ 
the fir ft ages of mankind, the rithes of the nioft opu-' 
lent po^eflbr confitled chiefly in flocks and herds. 
What forbids us to think here of Jcfus Chrifl being* 
the darHng of his Father, and precious to them that 
believe ? O the invaluable treafare of'blood that Was 
paid for the redemption* of the foul \ in comparif6n 
hereof, what is (ilver and gold, and ail corruptible 
things f ilanfack the bowels of the mountains foraH 
the glowing gems formed there in dark retirement;' 
when compared to the precious > blood of the Lamb, 
they are poor and beggarly acquifitions, and'ednvert- 
ed into pebble ftenes, fit to be trampled under feet. 
Moreover, there behoved to be found, in the deflrmed 
vidbims, fome amible qualities, refembling moral vir^ 
taes. They were not permitted to facrifice the fbo- 
pid afs, or the fordid fwine, though tame creature ; 
far lefs were the fierce inhabitants of the foreft, as 
wolves, bears, lions, to eome upon Ood*s altar. But' 
thefacrifices in which he delighted; were the gentle 
dove, the patient and laborious ok, the meek lamb and 
the dieep that is dumb before the fhearcr and the but-* 
cher* Who fees not in thcfe chara^ers the very pic- 
ture of the meek, lowly, patient, and uncomplaining 
Saviour of the world, who opened not his mouilh, - 
when h,e was Jed^es a lamb to the {laughter \ A tir- 
cumftanrce^tkis^-whifch, fid%t to the dignity of his per- 
fon, did conmbute to* the value of his fatisf^adrory 
death.-*Ir ir 4l€o worthy of notice, that of all theffe* 



Of Sacrifiuu tfi^ 

bpa^fbthe^firft-born was moft acc«pt«l»le^ moA^ accord** 
lag to .the law, all fuch were holy unto the Lord* 
Wa^ not.^this a prelude, that he whom God would 
givp.to expiate oivr traofgrefSon fliould be the firft- 
boru amoAg many brethren) whom th«y ihouid hoaour 
as the ;?jcpenency .of dignity^ aod to whom they fiiouU 
owe their deliveraace from death, ^vA their title to 
the inheritance \ \ (hall only further hint that .where* 
as God was Bot imly pleafed, when the rich men of- 
fered of their 4arger cattle, but when poor men 
brought turtle doves and pigeons ; might not this 
put us jln mind, how the facrifice. which God accepts, 
is equally accf(Iible to the poor and the rich \ sad 
truly as the legal facriEces were chargeable, in Jefs or 
more, to. all that prefented them, the real and better 
facriEce cofts us nothing ; for we may buy it withoafi 
moiv^y and without price. 

.]l^roiB.t.t])e qualities ,ofthe vi£Lim9,. let us gooit to 
the facr^ed rites of oblation, and we (ball find fonte- 
thing in our greatfacritice correfponding to them alL 
When the creature that was to furrender its /life for 
its oNvner was pitcbjed upon, it was brought unto the 
priett, and fojemnly lilted before, the Lord, fiut oodr 
Laid Jefus was -not brought by others,, like the irra*^ 
tionala^malybuthe voluntatrily prefentedhimfeif be- 
fore the LoBd, when his ti^ie was fully come* f uMy ap- 
prizrd.Qf what was to be done unto him> h^ fct his fac^ 
to go up to Jerufalem, and patienxly expe£ied in the 
nu^ianchpiy garden the coming of the traitor,^nd hig 
band of armed men, to whom be was to deliver him* 
felf* Thefacred aniwal beiBg^fifted.befo|:e the Lord^ 
was rendered ceremonially guilty, by the iinpqfition 
of. bands on;. its head, and* by conf«fljng:over it the 
itns o£.th« o^ercr. it was the Lord Mm&lf that laid 
eq him the iniquities of us all. O Jefus! it is our 
gdilt alonc,'that canjuftify the Judge of ail the earth 
in taking pjealjui-e to bruife thee ! And thi§ do^ibtlefe. 
\v;as.o0e great rcafoa why he ©peujed^ot his mouthy 
while th« Roman governor >yondercd.ftt his {ilencct. 
Jf^v^^^tiiiks confide ration tUjatTprtifiedJiU mind at. the 
approach of, bis Jncouceivable .bitter , agonies, and 
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I iirhismaotlii a» with- a brMla» ii4iea thefe^sftv 
ling wor<U dropped from hU lip«, '' Noir is my 
> troabled, and what ihali I iay ?^' — ^n tll« aext 
:e, the blood of the inaocent animal, now timde 
Ity by- impatatioo, was ihed, wa» pouixd <mt, mad 
nlclttd aroood; for, '^ without the. fheddh^ of 
id was no ret^iffioaof fi»*.'* Taiknot^ y« Piarplftri 
in unbloody £acrlfice of expidtioai ! That it is-tiie 
3d that makes atonemont for the foul, is aflerted 
the God of Ifrael himfelf, wha expr^sly^ailigiis 
reafon of the (Iri^ prohibition given tohisaaQi'^ 
people, *^No foal of you IbalTeat blood^aeicher 
1 any ftraQg«r that ^fojoarfis amoajgy oaf.'' It is 
r to fee how this prefigured tho violent death of 
Son of God, who poured oat his ibuL unto death, 

whofe blood cleanfos from a\i. iin. — The pulling 
he ikinfrom the butchered animals, dividing. their 
tes> and burning them with fire, are certataiy in- 
ied to denote the exqaiiite torments he was to en- 
tf when the afiembly of the wicked inclofed him, 

his heart was melted m the midft of his bowek 

waH before- the fixe, — The towering of tlto finoke 
Leaven, which was fometimes perftimed with bum- 

iBcenfe, iigni.fied how acceptable the facrifiee of 
ift ihould be ta God, and of what fweet4nielling 

)ur, In the time of offering, prayers were (^f^ 

d up. And we kaaw, that> in the days 06 his fte€t 
)(Fercd up prayers^, tears, and ft]:<»ng cries, to hin 
) was able to lave him from death.— ^-Tbe Wp.w- 
of trumpets, and praifing God,* in the time ofx^the 
r rites, with mafic vdcai aad.icifi:r4imeiital,-wl^h 

often pradifed, may no doubt put. irs in^ind of 
: pr^ife which waitteth for God in 21ion, *on ac- 
it of purging away our tranfgrelQon by hiimfelf, 
ch would have prevailed for ever againil us^ — Th» 
-ying tho blood of the victims into the holy place 
figure of the heavenly fan6i:uary, correfponds to 
interccflSon of our High Prieft within the v%41j 
•re he appears as a lamb that has been flaiu, < 
k'hen the holy rites were finifhed, atonement waft 
* ]^€b. is. %%, l^cr. xyil. XV 
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made. 7ke gailt of tlMs'offerer was aboli Aed^ iwken 
liis vidAm was d«ftroyed : The anger of God M^is in 
fmae ttaoser appeafed, and be gave figBS of rec4 nci- 
lbbtioi>« Bat, as -we Ihewed before, it was not in 
tbefe cereaooial adloiis to atone for any moral gnV^^t, 
.except in a typical way. But he whom God batb 
fet forth for A propitiation, hath, in the moft pro- 
per feafe,. fully expiated the fins of all kis people, 
whorhave lived, or fhall live. In his atonement the 
beHe vers of ancient and latter times have rejoiced, 
as the Ible foundation of their hope.- And nations 
yet unborn (hall be jaftided by him, from all things 
from which they could not be juftified by Mofes* law. 
i The fire that came down from heaven, and con«- 
fnmed the facrifices, which donbtlefs was k<Bpt alive 
by the priefts upon the altar, was it not an emblem 
of that fierce bnroing wrath which preyed upon the 
fonl ofthe incamiiteikmpfGod f Or was it an em* 
blefls. of the Holy Spirit, through whom he ofFercKl Mp 
Itimfelf, and who is ftiled the ffirit of burning P or 
^Jjethe:firemight fignify that fervent love to God and 
saan, ivluch many waters could not quench. It was 
•l4»vc that wcooght his death ; by this holy and pure 
fiatne'wasQttr atoning facrHice reduced into aAies. 

The altar, what was it I HiBcrofs, fay fome; Nay, 
jt was rather his divine nature, which like the altar 
Capported, and like the altar fan dified, his holy hn- 
tnanity,. which alone avas deftroyod. This the crof^ 
can icarce be faid to do, which was but the inftruf- 
saent of man's cruelty, and a defpicable piec% of tim- 
i>er> which neither fan^fied the body which it tar^ 
ried, sor received fanf^ification from it. Where 
^hen are they who addrefs it with divine honours, 
and pay even to its puEture that homage which is due 
to him alone, that exj^lfed in agonies on that ihame- 
iultreei 

IX. Thesariinance of the Paffover^ 

THE fatal night tvas now arrived, when the dei*- 
troying angel was to fmite all the firft -born of 
Egypt, and the chief of their ftrength in the taber- 
^aacles of Ham. THis laft ai^d foreft plague ihall 

M 
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brew the umwlentipg heart of Pharoah, ^and difinUi 
:the Aopprefled Ifraelites from hU cruel yoke. B^t 
mbrk the^goodnei^ of their God, in providing iior 
tfieir fafetj amidft the general devaftation i they are 
djteded to-fprinkleon their door pofis the blood. of 
j» iamb, whofe qualities, the manner of its death, 
and the rites wherewith they were to -eat ics fieih, 
are very minutely prafctibed, and .left upon record 
for the generatioiid to. come« The meflenger of 
death, they were aflured, would not prefume to en- 
ter thefe hallowed doors, though a thoufand did fall 
At their fide, and ten thoufand on their right hand. 
Then it was that the Egyptian idol^ did alfo feel 'the 
.vengeance of the true God ; and io memorable was 
the night, that the .month in which it fell, PNOiSy.m 
all fucceeding ages, .to be the begianing of months, 
or the firft month of the year. A ceremony indeed it 
was that feemed but weak, unmea&ing and unprofita- 
ble : but, penetrating the outward vail, let^u»try to 
difcern the hidden myftery, by that .fame faith 
through which Mofes kept the paflbver, and the 
fprinkling of blood, that he, which deftroyed « the 
firft-born, (hould not touch him. Its meaning -we 
are not now left toei^ploreby our ewe wk: for that 
it was a prophetical type, :aad a very expreifive 
image of the Lamb of God diat takes away the fin of 
the world, an infpired apoftle gives us to know, by 
telling us, that *^ Chrifl our PaSover is faGrificed for 
us*." 

A Lamb waschofen out of^the : flock. Emblem of 
him who was taken from among men, and raifed up 
from among his brethren, . and, Jike that lovely crea- 
ture, did injary to none, though he received from 
^tnany, and is ufefol in life and death, being at once 
jour cloatl^tig and our .fodd.f^}t was a male of the 
flock of a year old ; for Chrift is a Son given unto ii^ 
and fufiPer^din the flower of his dge...-*-^ — —But with- 
out biemifli-.and without fpot. Though defcendied 
.from an impare race of ancefirors, he brought no (lain 
^jof fin .unto the world with him. And though he.l^^g 
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- temptatioiis, he cotttntftisd not tbe fmaUcrft taint. 
Even Juda$ and Pilate^ attetedthat hewas jnft and- 
upright ; the 1^%' before be condemned, and tJlie 
firft> af^er he betrayed hiin.-^M-.-«On the tenth da^ 
of the month Abib, the Lamb was fetched fro«i die 
field, and Oft tbe foarteenth day, at even, it was kil- 
ledbyaM the Jews la the place whkh tlw Lord did 
chaie. £veafohe^«of whom thefe things wefefpo- 
kcn, went up to Jerufalem five daya before the paflb- 
ver^ wh^re^ with wicked hands, he waa taken, cru- 
cified^ and Hain.— The lamb Was roaAed with fire. It 
was tbe fire of the Father*s wrath, O imnacolate 
Lamb of God! that forced thee to complain, '^My 
heart is like wax, it is melted in the midft of my 
bowels. My ftrength is dried like a potiherd : my 
tongue tltavesto my jaws*."— *-*A bone of .the Lamb 
was not to be broken, and none of it was to be left 
ontll the morning. Toaceoinplilh the firft, the foldi- 
er^ brti^e not his legs, as was u&al s and to fulfil the 
1^, he wa» taken down Brom the crofs tbe fame even- 
irig-iii which he died.—— vn vain had the Ifraelites 
killed the lamb, if they had not alfo fprinkled its 
l^ood with the hyflbp upon the door pofts. And 
Chf i!^ t» to ns dead m vain, unleia applied by faith 
ndto the confcien^ce. His blood mud not be fprinkled 
behind the door ; for we maft publickly profefs^, that 

^^&'^re Hot ^alha^nied of tiie crofs of Chriift ; nor bplow 
the door J for itmuft not be trodden under foot: but 
above, and on etery fide, on all that we are, on all 
that we have, and on all we do. Indeed, by his all 
penetrating eye, the doors of the houfe ai^l heart are 
feen with e^al clearnefb. Had a prefumptuous If- 
raelite defpifed this ordinance of God, negle&ed. to 

' fprihkle his doors with blood, he was not within the 
Hmits of the divdne proted^ioo ; yea, b^d.he ventured 
abroad in that pforiloua nif^t, the angel w^s^ not 

•bound to fpare htm. So wheathe arro\9S;Of d^firuc. 
tion are flying thick sund faft, the blood of Je Hi s |g 

,'. but Wil/ faiidoary. Of this . only .can w^ f%y, . ** S^c 
•Pfii. xui. Ml Z5* 
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O God, oar ihield* 5" wc are gnilty of death, this n 
the facrifice which thoo required: accept this blood 
which we fprinkle by thy command, inllead of our 
own that defer ved to reek upon our door-pods. O 
Jefus ! we are indebted to thy atoning blood for blef- 
iings that far tranfccnds deliverance from Egytian 
bondage, or from temporal death. By thy blood we 
arc delivered from the wrath that is to come. Thou 
art our hiding place. Under this covert of thy 
blood, we (hall not be afraid of fudden fear, nor of 
the defolationof the wicked; but ihall dwell or 
peaceable habitaions, fare dwellings, and quiet reft^ 
ing-places, nigh which no plague (hall come. — Ma^ 
ny a time the haughty tyrant of Egypt was frighted 
by the awiiil prodigies wrought by Mofes ; but never 
was he thoroughly fubdued till the blood wasfprink- 
led. Then the prey was taken from the mighty; In 
vain he pnrfues after the|n, for never more fball 
they wear his chain. So many a time the prophecies 
of Chrift might fright the black prim:e of hell, but 
never was he thoroughly fubdued; till on tlie crofs 
he fpoiled principalities and powers, and made a 
fhew of them openly, triumphing over them in \t\ 
Even fo his eldft people are fa id to overcome, by the 
blood of the Lamb, the enemy of their falvation. 
By this fame blood the idols are utterly aboliihed. A% 
in that night of defolation the temples of Egypt were 
not fparcd more than the palaces ; f o in the days of the 
Mef&ah, jQialla man caft his idols offilver and gold, 
which he made for himfelf to worGiip, to the moles 
and to the bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, and 
into the tops of the ragged rocks^ for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his Majefty, when he ari- 
feth to Ihakfe terribly the earth. Well may this hap- 
py period be unto us the beginning of months. If the 
beginning of the year Was changed to the Ifraelites, 
and the feveath became the firfl month, much more may 
the beginning of the week be altered to theChriflrians, 
and thefeventhbc exchanged for the iirft,for a Sabbath 
unto the Lord i for on that day a much more glorious 
• Pfi. Iiixiv. 9. 
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work was finillied^ than when he brought Ifrael out 
of £gypt, or even than when he finiihed the heaveos^ 
. and all their hofl:^ and laid the foundation ef the 
earth. 

"We have feen how the blood of the Lamb Mras 
fprinkled, and the happy confequences of thisfymbo* 
Heal action ; lee U3 now attend. how its fleih was to 
be eaten, and how we are made partakers of Chrift^ 
who is at once oar fhield, to proted: us from danger, 
and our foo^, to prcferve our foul in lift. It. was eat* 
«n roafted : for Chrift is favourjr to faith, A bone 
mud not be broken \ and myfteries mud not be too 
curioufly pryed into. A whole lamb mud be eaten 
in every houfe ; -and a whole Chrid received by eve- 
ry believing foul. It mufl: be eaten in hafte ; and 
whatfoever our hand findeth, ^ould be. done with all 
our might. The bitter herb ifignified the bitternefs 
of contrition for (in, and of the tribulation we fliall 
have in this world. Unleavened bread is (incerity 
and truth. The loins girt, and feet ihod, fignifies 
the girding up the loins of the mind, and the prepa* 
ration.of the gofpel of peace, or a readinefs to every 
good work. The (laff in the hand might iignify that 
here we have no continuing city. The pxif&ver,was 
only to be eaten by the circumcifed and the clean ; 
but if a man was unclean by reafon of a dead body, 
or in a journey afar oiF, he was permitted to keep a 
fecond paffover on the fourteenth day of the fecond 
month. Here let us end, adoring that condefcemding 
love that has appeared towards us the ftnners of the 
Gentiles. At the firft paflbver, we 'were uncircumci- 
fed and unclean, by reafon of death ; we were afar ofr^ 
and without God in the world. But us hath he quick* 
ened who were dead in trefpailes and in Uns ; .and in 
Jefus Chrift we, who feme tijne were afar otf, are made 
nigh by the blood of Chrift. Therefore let us keep 
the feaft : foy even Chrift, oar fecond— Chrift our befl 
Paflbver, is facrificed for us. 



U.% 
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X. The ordinance rfthe Scape-goat. 

OF all the ceremonies injoined in the book of 
Leviticus, (that gofpel of Mofes,) none were 
more fignificant , as we may well prefome^ and cX- 
preffiye of evangelical myfieriesy than thofe prefcri* 
bed on the folemn anniverfary of general atonement. 
The rites of this folemn day, though in themfelveabut 
carnal ordinances, were, in their ufe, ihadows of good 
things to come, and^ without all doubt, expounded in 
this view unto the people by the godly priefts, whofe 
lips kept knowledge. To what purpofe elfe had been 
the multitude of their facrifices unto him, who de- 
lights not in the blood of buUucks, or of lambs, or of 
he-goats ? On this day the Jewifh high prieft wi^s not 
firft to array himfelf with his moil coftly attire, but 
with his linen garments. An emblem of the ChriAian 
High Prieft's incarnation, who^ when he came to ex- 
piate our fin, did not array himfelf with light as wi.th 
a garment, but with the robe of our human nature, 
which, though clean and white, was without fplendour 
or magnificence. — On this day he offered expiatory 
facrifices both for himfelf and all the people. Jefus, 
in all thing& thou muil have the pre-eminence !. ^' For 
fuch an High Prieft became us, who needs not, as theCe 
high priefts, offer firft for his own fin, and then for 
the people : for the law makes men priefts that had 
infirmity ; but the word of the oath that wasfince the 
law, maketh the Son, who is confecrated for ever- 
more*.'* On this day he made his^ folemn entrance 
into the holy place made with hands, with the blood 
of bulls and goats. The meaning pf which the great 
^poftle declares, in the entrance of Jefus Chrift,- the 
High Prieft^ of good things to come, by a greater and 
more pcrfed tabernacle, into the holy place not made 
with hands, that is, into heaven itCelf, having obtain* 
ed eternal redemption for us. 

But what we fhall chiefiy confine our attention tq, 
for the prefent, is another ceremony peculiar to this 
day of atonement. JBefides the bullock and the tVJXk 
• HeJi. vii, aCs »2» 
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which Aarpn was to offer^ the firft for himfelf^ «Bd the 
fecond for the people ; he was aifo to take for a]] the 
congregation of Ifrael^ two kids of the goats for a fin- 
of&ring. They were to be brought^ as ufual^ to the 
doot- of the tabernacle of the congregation. But both 
were not killed as was ufually done : for by an un- 
common rke^ the two vidtims were pitched upon by 
lot^ the one to be offered up in the accuQomed manner 
unto the Lord> and its ikinj its flefh^ and dung» to be 
burned with fire without the camp ; — the other to be 
prefcnted alive before the Lord^ where Aaron^ laying 
both his hands upon its head, confefled over hira all 
the inii^uities of the children of Ifrael, and all their 
tranfgreffions in all their fins ;. and, laftly,it was to be 
condu6tedintathe wildernefsby the hand of a proper 
perfon, (who, they foy, might be either a Gentile or 
an Ifraelite ;) and probably it was never more inqui- 
red after ; wherefore it might be called Azazel^ or 
ike fcape-guat,"^'*^^ ihall, for the prefent, leave to 
others the difcuffion of fome curious inquiries about 
the name and fate of this devoted creature, and pro- 
ceed to notice haw, in both tbefe vidHms, Chrift was 
fet forth as the propitiation for our fins. . 

It is true indeed, that the goat isnone of thefe cre- 
tures that are fuppofed to have the moft amiable pro- 
perties. And it may feem odd, that the Lamb^ of God 
ihould be prefigured by thefe beafts, which, for their 
uncleanly and unruly temper, are emblems of the wic- 
ked, who, in the lafi day, jfhall be feparated from the 
godly by the Judge of ail the earth. But perhaps even 
this cjircamftance in the type might fignify thatChrift 
waa to appear in the likncfs. of finful flefli. The goat, 
though commonly held an unclean creature, was notr 
withftanding, of the number of clean beads in the law 
of Mofes ; and Jefus Chr id, though reputed a finner a- 
mong men, was pure and righteous in the eye of God* 
And if it be true what is commonly reported of the 
medicinal qualities of thia creature's flefh; and of its^ 
blood foftening the rigid adamant; what hinders us to 
thi«fc of ChriShealiugJOur difeafei, Uafcing away ou^ 
hard and ftony hearts, and giving as hearts of flelh I 



125 Tjfpicd Things. Book U 

But wherefore two goats ? Or, if two, why not both 
ufed in the fame manner \ Why was one of them put 
to death, and the other faved alive ? Doub'tlefs they 
are both to be viewed as types of the great propitia- 
tion. The firft goat may lignify that complete faris- 
fadion which Chrift mi de to vindidlive juftice by the 
oflFering up himfelf ; and the fecond goat may fignify 
the hnppy confe^uence of this propitiatory facrifice, 
in finiihingtranfgreffion, making an end of fin, and car- 
rying it, as it were, into the land of forgetfaUnefs ; 
that, to ufe the elegant words of Jeremiah,^* when 
the iniquity of the houfe of Ifrael (hall be fought for, 
there (hall be none; and the iins of Judah, and they 
fhould not be found**'. Nor ought it feem ftrange, 
that fuch a momentous truth fhould be inculcated fo 
many various ways on the fame occafion: for it is a 
Angular efFed: of the goodnefs of God, to exhibit fuch 
interefting truths indifferent views, that we may have 
ftrong confolation. Befides that, all £militudes and 
types fall infinitely Ihort of the great myfteries they 
point at, therefore they are multiplied, that they may 
mutually fapply the deficiencies of one another : for 
here the faying is made good, ^* Two are better than 
one ; for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow." 

That the firfl goat was an emblem of Chrift facri- 
ficedfo]<^tts, as much as any other facrifices, is not dif- 
ficult to perfuade. For, like other facrifices, it was 
killed, becaufe Chrift was to die. Its blood wsis carri- 
ed within the vail ; for Chrift was to appear in the 
prefence of God for us with his own blood. 

Its body was burned without the camp ; and Chrift 
fufFered without the gate But let us more particularly 
attend the myftery of the fcape-goat,and its likenefs to 
Jefus Chrift. 

It was, like the other, to be taken from the congre- 
gation of Ifrael, and doubtlefs purchafed with the pub- 
lic money. So Chrift was taken from among his bre- 
thren.,' and bought, in (brae fenfe, for thirty pi/eces of 
lilver out of the public treafury, that he. might be 

numheredwith^tlr^idttt^bra^and hear tJhe finis &f]3ftttt)^ 
-•'rlr'i- -V ; ^-t'-^i' ■ r -^ r ^' 
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It was> like the other^ prefented at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation^ before the Lord, and 
all the people. So Chrift prefented himfelf to do his 
heavenly Father's will before both God and the peo* 
pic, when at the paflbver-folemnity he went up to Je» 
rufalem not ignorant of what was to be done unto him 
by the jlWs and Gentiles. 

It was, as the other, chofen by lot, which though cad 
into the lap, is not fortuitous or accidental, for the dif* 
poling is of the Lord. So Jefus Chrifl was deftinated 
in the eternal counfels to bear the iniquities of his 
people. He was delivered into his enemies hands by 
the determinate counfel of God ; and by the fame 
coanfel was determined before to be done whatever 
happened unto him. Hence it was that Pilate was 
deaf to the remonftrances of his own confcience, in 
condemning him that was mod juft ; and hence the 
people of the Jews preferred a murderer to the Lord 
of life, when they defired that Barabbas ihould be 
releafed, and Chrift ihould be crucified. 

The facred animal, being thus prefented and cho« 
fen of God, the high pried was to lay both his hands 
on its head, devoting it, by this a^ion, to the fervice 
of God, and tranilating the fins of Ifrael upon it in a 
typical manner. Perhaps it might lignify, that the 
hand of vindidive jndice was to lie heavy on the 
Surety of Tinners ; and it is exprefsly affirmed by the 
prophet, ** The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all*." 

That this was the meaning of the rite, appears 
more evidently from the following one* For in this 
podure did the high pried confefs all the (ins of his 
people from whom the goat was taken. Why /houid 
their fins be confefled in this manner, if it was not to 
lignify, that they were in fom^s fort laid upon the 
head of the innocent victim ? It was thus the great 
Doer of God's w|ll was made fin for us, who knew no 
fin. The goat could not be guilty of thefe fins, for it 
was a brute bead. Nor could it.* Antitype be himfelf 
a tranfgreflbr of the law, for he was a divine Pcrfoa. 
• If. llib 6» 
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Yet botli the one and the other did Weili* thi^ 'ifnt$*of 
many, to ^yhlch it was, in the nature of thih^/itftptof* 
iible they cooid be aceefltry in the fmalli^fr d^glreler tt 
waB not their fin, O fpotlefs-Vi^im, btit tbe'fm^ of 
thy elcd^peopky that e^nfigned thee over to the bloo- 
dy and fhamcfal crot'sl Thefe -were the -fins w&ith 
took hold upon thee^ and juftified thy death.*** Sordyi 
furely, he bore our griefs, he carried bnr (orrb^vsi 
4od the chaftifementof our peace was upon hliiiV' 
How elfc codd his, heavtnly Fatlxcr be pleHed to 
bmife him, for whom it is no'more good to piiiiSfh 
the joSti than to^ clear the guilty f 

The devoted creatare, thus laden withfinyf^^^y 
the kmttdof aproper perfonycoitdu^ed into the' w^* 
dtrneiJ* Why Ihould not this wildernefs be veilived 
at an emblein of thefe afiii^ions to which the Sdrc^y 
wasexpofed by the fins he was charged with? Chr 
ftjoii 'we fay, itni4ght'be a^ faint intimation, that tlie 
bleffiag <}f atonemant fhould beextended to the wo^M' 
of Gentile finners, which, in the ftilc of the propteitft,- 
1% Qt\WA the laUditnitfs oftke pt^pie P Or rather 'Hii- 
meaning may be, that, as the myf^ic goat was neve^ 
more looked after, or heard of, (for probably *it 
would fooB periih, if not by hunger, at lead by wild 
btfafta:) fo Jefus Chrift, by his atoning blood, wos^d 
tiake away the fin of the wo'rld, and remove fr6iifi them 
all the iniqukies of his ele£t people, aa farr as^iht^ 
eaft 1$ uiftant from the wefl. O condemning law,^ JrSn* 
have nothing to lay to their charge, for Chrid is deiid^ 
therefore it is God that juiUfieth, and their fins'' aftiiii 
iniquities will he remember no niore. 

What thanks ihall be rendered to. that gracious 
Redeemer^ who was manifefted to reftbre that glxS::^ 
to Qod which he took not away, and to take aw%p 
that fin of man whioh he did not introduce? Be it^6,< 
tl^ere are, aia&I too many to whom this all-ianpbr-- 
ija^t tri^th n fmall account, (for fome deride, tanid'' 
more defplfi^ it;) yet to the weary fovl, to the > COIN'* 
fc^^nce hardened with guilt, it jjb gratefill and d«l^ft^ 
ous, as the^fujl-flowing, ilrcajn^to the biiat^^dMrt. 
• If.Iiii.4. '= — « 
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th^ bappy ioi;il toMnr^ni,^he dodrine of atonememt 
'is maiiifeft.fd, bcL bears^ upoRthe matter^ the Toice of 
|;jhe ^«at J^B^VAU fpeakjog to hini4n fuch raviihin^g 
acciRiitSi^ .'^1 1 have made thine iniquity to pafs from 
thee;" or, ia the words ofiiUthin to the penitent 
l^ing.David^ '^ The Lord hath taken away thy fm ; 
thou>ih^lt not die*.'^ Who would kioc be conftrain* 
ed.by this love, to put away the evil of their doings 
from before his eyes, who hath pat away the guilt of 
xhem from before his face ? 

Draw near, aU ye «whofe confciences arc burdened 
with the intolerable preflbre of a thoufand aggrava* 
ted iniquities : who are ready to cry, *< Mine ioiqui- 
^ties are gone over my head, they are .a burden too 
heavy to bear V While fome, with Gaki, go from 
„thc prcfence of the Lord, and drown ^their difmal 
jthoughts in the^delights of fenfe, or elfe in the whirl 
of builnefs— wlulft others have no ground of comfort 
but the general and onatoned mercy of God — ^whilft 
jsl third fort.iderive, comfort to their troubled hearts 
from l^eir>own imperfed righteoufnefs, their tears 
jof repentance, their forrow for what is paft, and their 
■refolutions toido better for .the future ; coafefs yoiHr 
iniquities over the head of the New Teftsunent Scape - 
-goat; for, ^*he who*thus coafcffeth and forfaketh, 
«j(hall find mercy:!:." Thus runs the gracious promife 
«f the holy One of Jfrael, " By his knowledge fhall 
my righteous fcrvantjuftify^ many: for he Ihall bear 
their iniquities ||." But he that difpifes this way of 
-peace, fliall bear his own burden, whofoever hebe* 

^h The ordinance/if the^Red HeifiT* 

HAVING- feen the myftery of the Lamb that was 
ilaln, and'the goat that was fentilway, we come 
-next to the red heifer, wbofe afccs i^|nkling the 
uiiciean, did fandUfy^to the -purify ing ofthe flcfh^ 
wi^ji defiled by touching corpfes, graves, and dead 
m^os bones ; and we^aU fee how itfigniSed the fprilik^' 
vlifigiof ChriftV blood upon our foul8> to purge bq^ 

;* !» 6ti*t. «5i. t%i t Pfel. zxzviii. 4- \ i*r©v. nviii . 2^. ' 
I Ka. Uii XX. . 
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confcience (rom dead works, to ferve tbe living God. 
It was an ordinance which God was pleafed to enjoin 
in a very pua&ual manner : for> the Lord fpake unto 
Mofes, and unto Aaroo> faying, '^ This is the ordinance 
of the law which the Lord hath commanded*/^ Indeed 
whatbuttheaathority of God could have reconciled the 
minds of the ancient church to fucbaburdenCome yoke 
of ceremonies \ Therefore the Hebrew lawgiver takes 
fuch particular care to inculcate every where, that 
he delivered no laws unto them which he received not 
from the Lord. No wonder tliat the whole fyftem of 
ceremonial worihip was purely founded on the fove- 
reiga pleafure of God> when it was intended to fhadov 
, forth that adorable plan of redemption which, arifcs 
from the f^me fource^ aqd is filled in tkr New Tefta- 
ment, Mcf 7nyP€ry of his w/V/. It is this that imparts a 
venerable air to all thofe rites, which, had they been 
of human inftitution alone, would have merited con^* 
tempt and ridicule. Let ns, for one proof oSthxs, oh- 
ferve the qualities, the {ufferings, aiui the uie of this 
heifer. Thefe we fhall fee are capable of being £iirlj 
applied to Jefus Chrift, who gave himfelf for us, that he 
might purify us unto himfelf^ a peculiar people, zea^ 
lous of good works. 

What then were the qualities required in this vie- 
tipi I It was a heifer. Perhaps to intimate, that ia 
Chrift Jefus there is neither male nor £emale ; or to 
fignify, that he would ailiime our nature, not in its 
ftrongeft (late of innocence, but in its infeebJed ftate of 
fin and mifery ; for he was made in the^likenefa of iin« 
ful fleih, and compailed with infirmity. — It was a red 
heifer. The reafon of this (fay the Jews) was hid 
from Soldmon himfelf, but is not perhaps altogether 
concealed from themeanefi believer, who know$ that 
his Saviour came from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah ; or that he is clothed with a veilure dipt in 
blood. Red is a colour of beauty ; and he is fairer than 
the children of men. Red is a colour of (Irength ; and 
he is the one that is mighty. Red is the colour of guilt 
jund he took the fcarlet and crimfon-coloured robes of 
* JNjitnb»aix. a.^ 
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The vrimante tfthf Rtd Helfet^ » "^^ 

k^air iBipisileil %^\ tifat Me mi^t l^^tHe us with<he\ 
«f his iorptited rightecrfaeis/.\^faiter tbad ^yobl^ purer 
th^n fifow. It was a keifer without fpot and bleaiifli. 
jfnteedtfais was reqairted ia evck-y vi&im ; and in Chrift 
l:be Holy One cf Ood it was fulfill^. hxL nnsttont^d , 
Gbd^accepti nothing lefs than the moft abfointe per- 
#e&ion ; an nilataned Gad was he with wh^m onr Sa< 
▼ioar hflfditb do; . itris therefore cafy to fee, that any 
The flnaileft ipot wtmld ha^e eniirdy dtfqu«liiied him 
froBi*^ approaching 'untd God in ah acceptable manner. 
It was a heifer oh which nbver came a yoke. As man, 
he never came nnder the yoke of fin ; and as God, he 
was nbt under the yoke of duty, that Is, he was not 
obliged to obfey rhelriw. If he paid tribute td the tem- 
f»le, he was hot obliged to£ do fo* {^hr even thfc Icings 
•0f the earth hofd their own children frde froiii paying 
taxes!;) Battled* he &6uld offi^nd thehi who were igno- 
raht of h'is true xharadcr, he pays the tribute, not 
with money out of his private pocket, but, to fliew 
t^athe ^as Lord of all, with money he commanded ti 
:fiffi to faring from the bottom of the fea. If he appear- 
ed in the form oi a fervant, it was wholly owing to 
his voldbtaty rondefenfion. If he expires in agonies on 
a crbfs, it is not becaufe his life is violently taken a- 
way by the hands of finful men, but betaufe he laid it 
down of himfelf. Therefore does his Father love him; 
therefore is his obedience and death ftridly meritbi-i- 
ous. 4 'and becaufe he has 4<>ue more than Was his duty 
to do, he is not an unprofitable fervant. 

When a heifer was found in which theie qualities 
did meet, what was to be done unto her \ Firft of all, 
ftuB is brought to Eieazar the prieft. Hete indeed the 
tvpe* is defeAive ; for our High Prieff and facrificc arc 
the fame. Next, (he is brought without^ the camp. So 
Chrift: fdffered without the gate. Sh« was killed before 
his eyes. So Chrift was crucified and llainin the moft 
pablic Thanner. Her flefli, and fkin, and blood, were 
btrmed Vd the fire, together with her dung. §o Chrift 
fufftred in the- whole man ; and when he endured the 
Wr.ath of' God, which is ' often compared to fire, 
they caft upon him the dung of the moft virulent re- 
' N 



134 TypUal Things. Book II. 

proaches, But what lliall we faf to the cedbtr^^wood, 
the fcarlet-cloth, and thehyflbp^that were tbrowoalfo 
into the burning f Perhaps it never was intended bj 
the Holy Ghoft> that every minute circumftance in that 
ritual worihip Ihould hme a feparate meaning -affixed 
to it. Manyufages were, doubtlefs, to be pradifed 
in the ancient difpenfation, with &o other view than 
to teftify their ablblute fubmii&on -to the Divine will. 
What if we Aould fay^ that as tlie cedar*wood, the 
fcarlet, and the hyflbp, 'were che materials of whicli 
they made the Iprinkler, but firft thefe very things 
niuft be thrown into the fire ; fo the means and ordi- 
nances by which the clean water of Chrift's blood is 
fprinkled on our fouis^ are themlelvea firft fandified hj 
his fttfierings* Or the fcarlet doth mightdenotetbc 
guilt of fin> which wasthe coufe of htadeath. The hyf* 
fop'may fignify the neceffity of4ts being applied unto 
the confcience, or of the fprtskling'thebiood of Jefas 
upon our hearts. And the cedar wood, which is dtn-a* 
bleand fragrant, might adumbrate the fweetiavour of 
his fufferings, and the perpetual efficacy of his atoning 
blood. X 

But when the heifer was thus ^reduced tomiflien, are 
they fafiered to- lie and rot with > the common earth, or 
to hefcattered by the winds. ^ No,-they were carefully 
to be gathered up by a clean perfon, and depofited in 
a clean place withoattthe camp, where they are to be 
kept, in order to make with cbem a purifying water 
to fprinkle the unclean. Who would have thought 
the afhes of a burned heifer worthy fuch regard, had 
he judged only by outward appearance ? But, though 
feemingly vile, they were really precious by the divine 
ordinance. £ven fo, the death and cruci&cion of the 
dying Redeemer, though in appearance an event wor- 
thy of fmall regard, was in reality the moft memora- 
ble tranfadion that ever the fun beheld. ^^ Precious in 
the fight of the Lord is the death of his faints*:** how 
much more the death of his beloved Son \ His blood, 
though trodden underfoot by many, and by many cf. 
teemed as water fpilt on the ground^ is 4lotwithftand« 
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ing the price of oar redemptian^ and infinitely more 
valoable than gold and filver and all corruptible things. 
The clean place where the aihes were dcpofited, was 
it an emblem of the church, where alone the facred 
treafive of hts blood is difpenfed \ It was without the 
camp. Perhaps to intimate, that thoCe who were with* 
out the commonwealth of Ifrael, fhould partake of the 
cleanfittg efficacy of Chrift'a blood ; and that God would 
put no dilference betwixt them and his ancient people, 
purifying their hearts by faith. Or (hall we fay, that 
as the precious relics were to be laid in a clean place i 
fo the myfiery of faith in his blood can only be held in 
a pure coofcience ? — The alhes thus preferved %vere fit. 
for nfe onevery-occafion, aslo&gasthey lafted s where- 
as the blood of common facrifices foon congealed, and 
was onfit to be fprinkled when it grew cold. Was 
not this a fignificant emblem of the eyerlafting fitnefs 
of Chrift's blood to purge the guilty confcience i For 
it is no lefs capable of being fprinkled now, than the, 
moment it was fiied, being always warm, always new: 
and living blood. . Let us confider, in few words, the 
occafion for keep^g thefe purifying aihes, the manner 
of preparing them, the rite by which they . were 
fprinkled, and the danger of negleding it. 

The occafion for the aihes, was the uncleannefs of 
the Ifraelites, or ftrangers who fojourned among 
them, by reafon of the neceflary and voluntary, or 
iB voluntary and accidental touch of dead corpfes, 
bones, and graves. The touch of thefe defiled them 
legally, aad debarred them from accefsto the (andu- 
ary of God. 0at our defilements now arife not from 
dead corpfes, but from dead works, the fins we daily 
cdmmit. *^ Wretched men that we are, who ihall deli- 
ver us from this body of death * I" Yea, what elfe 
are the bed duties we can perform but dead works, 
if God ihonld enter into judgment \ Even thefe need 
to he buried out of our fight, and covered from the 
vie*w of impartial joftice with the covering of Imma- 
nneFs righteoufnefs. And till we are purged from 
I'enfe, yre cannot ferve the living God. 
* Rom. vii. 14* 
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The manner of pr^p^arlng theft hwly aOet^ was. ^y 
mixing them with running water in a veiei. . Aa em- 
blem of that divine Spirit which •they who beHeiLe on 
Chrift (han infallibly re^seivc, by whofe mvifible, 
but powerfnl operation^ t^e blood of Chcift)i9'aiade 
elFe^nal to |Mirify ouf- hearts; i^a fbe afliea were 
mixed with the wat^r in this typical ordinance^, fcx 
the blood and fpiric of Chrift iscre undivided in their 
working: for thoy that iare jnftified in* the name of 
the Lord Jefas, are waihed in the fame name kj 
the Spirit of oar God ; and from them whom he 
fprinkles with clean watcr^ he takes away the hard 
and ftony heart. 

The r>te of fprinkling was: in this manner »^ On 
the third day, and on the/ievelith day, after the pol- 
lotion was con tragedy a clean per fon, dipping, a 
bunch of hy(Iop in the purifying liquor, was to fpria* 
kle the unclean. And on the evening of the feventh 
day, but not before, he was perfedly cleanfcSi- Let 
the clean perfdn be an emblem of the miniders of the 
gofpel, who have the precious treafur&ofChtlft'souri* 
fying blood and Spirit dis it were in earthen veflels. 
Thefe qught (at kaft) to be clean perfpna^ i^ndan 
example in purity to the believers among whom 'they 
iiiinifter. Let the bunch of hyflbp reprefeist the or- 
<Unance9 of the gofpel, of f^ith, both which are tiie 
applying means. The third day was the time of the 
iirft fprinkling. We may here take occa£on to think, 
that on the third day Chrift rc^fe again from the desd : 
and here indeed began otfr purging froni guilt, ft>r 
he was raif'ed for our joftification. Oto t&.fbV«nth 
day, thtf laft of a weekly revolQtion>tthe*'pu^ifioatioii 
was complete on the evening. Not will' we be per- 
fe^ly clennfed from the inherance of mora! ftaina till 
the evening of death, and the commencemeht of the 
eternal Sabbath Thus fliall he fprinkle, not a (mail 
number of the HVaelites, but many nations ; not 
merely from the impurities of the fleih, but from the . 
pollutions of the confcience. Though we are'defi« 
led not only with the (Vnalier tranrgreilions,''butwnh 
the moft deadly and abominable iniquities ; or, to 
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ufe the Old-Teftament phrafes, though we have not 
oftlj touched but remained among the graves^ and 
lodged in the monuments, yet if we come to Jefus, 
the Mediator of of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of rprinkling, we ihall be clean through the 
word that he hasl'poken unto us. 

The danger of negleding this ordinance was no 
lefs than an excilion from the congregation of the 
Lord. So QmW they periih as the vileft part of the 
creation, who fay they are not polluted, when the 
judgment of unerring wifdom about all the children 
of men, is, " They are altogether become filthy*:" 
or who, tnrning away difdainfuUy from the fountain 
opened for fin and for uncleannefs, think to walh out 
their ftains by the nitre andfoap of their own endea- 
voors : for ^* God (hall plunge them into the ditch^ 
and their own cloathes fhall abhor them f." 

One other circumftance deferves to be noticed be- 
fore we leave this fubjcft. The very fame water 
that fand^ified the unclean, defiled the man who touch- 
ed or fprinkled it, though he was clean before* Per- 
haps this might denote the Imp^rfedion of thefe iha- 
dows, which never could make them pcrfcd by whom 
they were ufed ; or it might intimate that the virtue 
of divine inftitutions depends not on the perfon that 
mniifters about them. Or fhall we fay, that faith in 
Chrift's blood, like this confecrated water, defiles, 
them that are clean, by difcovering more of their 
natural pollution : and cleanfes them that are defi- 
led, by fprinkling their hearts from an evil confci- 
ence ? But it is certain, the cffefts of this water 
were no more contrary, than thefe of Chrift himfelf, 
as preached in the gofpcl ; who is to feme the favour 
of life, and to others the favour of death. 
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II. The ordinance of the Year of Jubilee. 



THE inftitution of the jubilee was none of the leaft 
remarkable regulations in the commonwealth 
of Ifraelf and deferves our fpeciah attention. Be- 
lides the reft which the land enjoyed every feventb, 
• rral. liii.j. t Job.ix. 31. 
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it was ordained to rcsft ^\£q ejvery Aftieth y€;«r. Th^ 
hnihandmaD ^^as forb>id to fubduf his field with the 
pl«ogh, or to fcatter hiai feed in the fmrrowjB* . What 
the earth fpontaneovily produced^ whether corn or 
vines^ might be indiiFerentty-i^ed by ali, aod wa9 thiQ 
fpecial property of the poor inhabitants of the laod. 
The God who coQunanded this^ was fully able to com- 
penfate the want of harveft and vintage, by crown* 
ing the year preceding with uncomnson plenty. JS»t 
befides the intermiffion of fervile labour in this e«« 
traordinary year, it was thei'vvill of God/ that bj its 
welcome approach the poor firaelite fliqnld reap 
great advantages^ and £liould enjoy very valuable 
immunities. The- infolvent debtor was delivered 
from his creditor. The hired iervant regained his 
former liberty^ and inheritances, reverted to. the fa- 
milies to which they originally belonged. The joy- 
ful found of trumpets announced the commencement 
of this year of liberty ; and they weare blown on the 
day of atonement, when they were fading for their 
fins, and afBi<^ing their fouls. Thisi was. the faft 
which the Lord did chufe^ to undo heavy burdens^ 
and let the opprefled go free. In &ort, it was a 
time of the reAitutiou of all things in the common- 
wealth, and a remedy againft the caprice of fortune^ 
or rather the inecjualities which fovereign provi- 
dence introduces among men as to their outward 
itate. 

Several things might be fuggeftcd, to evince the 
propriety of this regulation, viewed in a civil, as 
well as a religious light. It was admirably well 
calculated to promote brotherly love ; to prevent 
the ruin of families, whether by avarice or pro- 
digality; to pfefcrve the diilindion of tribes, till 
Me^as ftioold come ; and to iniprefs upon their 
hearts a fenfe of their abfolute dependence upon 
God as their great landlord, whofe property the 
land was, and with whom they were Grangers and 
fojoarners : therefore it was to be fold only for a 
time, and not forever. 

But let usrcilfc cur thonghtsftlil higher to the vear 
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of gr^c# %od ^Y- ^f falvatvoa^ wherein far great 

immuqtiMft$jaieic prQ^laiined t^rthe hamaa raqe> th 

^^xt aui»^^|i.ce^ to thei l£raUtes:b^ (he trompet of t; 

jubtjke. ^Deteitiag t;he . isap^ious imitation of this 

cried or<U»9iice ixK the pr>ete4ded jubilee of Rome^ i 

us take oc^afio^^ to meditate : on that happy feafc 

which^ in aUufion to this very things is ftiled by 1 

prophet, th£ year of- GodU redseme/i^ andM^ ficaepta 

year ^f the herd. Joyful \iias the found of liberty 

tbe poor Ifraelite M?ho w.as droNvnedindebt^fovwhi 

he \ya^ obliged to par t.^itb his beloved; freedom, a 

to fell the inheritance of his fathers. But more j< 

fal Utbe foijjid ofUb^arty to the w-reched iinoftr, w 

i&4eep in ari/ear^.to the divine juftke, a mifera] 

captive o£ (in and wrath, and utterly deprived of 

inheritance in tbei heavenly kingdom. O" blefled s 

the people that know this joyful found 1 they ihall wi 

O VprdJi^ the hrightnef& of thy countenance. In t 

nan^^ ftkaUthey rejoice all the- day ; and in thy ri^ 

teonfnefs feail th<;y he«xalted*.'' But amore parti 

lar attentipn.to what. Mofe.s. informs us about t 

grand feftival will difcover unto us the refembla] 

betwixt thetrumpet of the jubilee, and the trumpet 

the gQfpel> wh.^fe found, far from being Qonfincd 

Judea alone, is gone through all the earth ; of whi 

the prf^phet Efaias, rapt Jn^ future times, utters ti 

glordous prophecy^ which has receeived its accompli 

men^t in the days of the Mei&:ah: /^And it fhall co 

to pafs, that the great trumpet fhall. be blown, a 

they fhall come which were ready to perifli in t 

land of Aflyria, and the outcafts in the land of Egy; 

and fhall worfhip the Lojrd in the holy mount'at 

rufalemf/* 

Tlic tjme when this glad fignal was, given by t 
Cblemn found of trumpets, was the tenthday of the 
venth month, or the day of atonement ; a day whe 
in th^ future expiation of theMeffiah was clearly < 
hibited, in the goat that was flain, and ia the g< 
that was feni away, and in other ceremonies tn 
fignificantaiid expreflive. Acircumftance this gre 
♦ Pf. Ixxtiz. 15. x^* t If* xxxii I > 
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1 y to be obfervcd. Whoiees not hkrt, that oor jubilee 
begins in the atonement of Jefus Chrtft^ as theirs be- 
gan in the day in ivhtch it was prefigured \ The 
trumpet that was not founded on this day was fome 
other than the jubilee trumpet ; and the fermon that 
is not built on the do&rine of atonement is fomething 
difterent from the gafpel. O Jefus^ were it not for 
thy bloody death, thy glorious refurredion, and ftill 
more glorious afcen(ion,par ears had never heard the 
gofpel-trumpet*s joyful found, nor of the gifts which 
thoU' received for men, far iurpafiing the gifts and 
immunities of this gladfome year ! 

The intermiffion of toil and labour, in this Sabbati- 
cal year, wherein the land was not tilled, and the 
common property which every one had in the fponta- 
neous produdions of the earth, may be confidered as 
an emblem of that blefled reft which is proclaimed in 
the gofpel of Jefus ChFift> from the works of the law 
and of the fleih, and from anxious carkins cares nbout 
the good things of this prefent life. He who feeds 
the ravens without their labour, and clothes the lilies 
without their toil, will certainly with-hold no necef- 
fary things from the objeds of his choice regard. 
The joyful found forbids you to aik with painful anx* 
iety, *^ What (hall wc eat I what ihall we drink I and 
wherewith ihall we be clothed* f" Leave him who 
knows your wants to anfwer thcfe perplexing qoefti- 
ons. *-^ Be careful for nothingf ,*' is a cheerful note 
fent from the gofpei-trum.pet. Hear it, ye happy peo- 
ple, who know the joyful found, and turn your timo- 
rous cares into believing confidence i 

The cancelling of debts ^t this happy feafon, may 
well be viewed as an emblem of the forgivenefs of (in, 
or that dreadful debt of puniQiment, which all the hu- 
man race owe to eternal julHce, the moft inexorabie 
of all creditors. This debt ive are born under, and 
are every day eon trading more. It is marked e very- 
farthing in the book of God*s remembrance, and the 
time of iinal reckoning is halting apace. IV^iferable 
they whom the awful day ihall find without a Surety. 
. • Mutih. vj. 31. f Philip, tv. 6. 
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How can we difehtirgfritj,vho arr not «bU fc nwich 
as to OQinber it f But thefe are the cliatmipg accepts 
of thf goipel-jftbijce,:** 1, cjvci^ I aw lie tjiat blcttcth 
out your iniquities fonmui^'owp fakci ?ncl will not 
remember ypurJin^ll^-M </Oi&ii^()(our &»»> y^ poor in* 
foljrerit del^1>f«t A>r ibtrc riij 6M?giv^#efr. •^^th y§i\r 
grt«t ^r(»d.4t:or> an4 iox ijbe/fe)«n^irf kis de^r $Qni he 
wall tH>t ontjar into j*|dgnienu v^itkr J^o<i,f -i •,; - 

Tbe reieafe of fervfu^,ja)wd'<leliM^in^iCfO|p[» bo;^- 
age, is another joyful found of the aoceptable year of 
the Lord : a privile^fo^muchmoreglQriQUS thau the 
liberty of tbe Ifraelit^a, ai theflavery franiw^i(;h we 
are^ redeemed is in<wr^«i.ifcrable than ^4 fervi^^ tq 
which ftheybfOund^<jbe^£9lve8« The^t>f]^t'i*:%joiy-» 
fol found of iiheriy froqi tbe;bondage of .C»^'a :9f\^%y% 
which .we ar^ taught to <lread «no more with fwrvi}^ 
fear, bui:: with a filial reverence; — ^from t)^ bfundagV 
of Satan's tyranny, that we may no rxxot^ be led c^ip* 
tive at the.wiUfaaA.pUafuJ^e of that.wwk^d.fpiriK.1 
from the fear of d^ath, which has fubje^ed many to 
bondage all the days jof* their l>^es> 1% is a fpund of 
freedoAi from the Iaw> not iud^j^d as.iltisaruleoJfUfe^ 
(for the obUg^tion^ t» all fort» Qf religioi^^ i»nd civil 
duties4s'fiFenglyi;orrobora^jed by th^ g^fpel^) but 49 
it is. a co^renafit ofy v^orks. A f^pvere and rigorous 
matter ind^d ^ whi^h accepts no wof k> if it isi not ab« 
ibiutely perfeft \ wJiicha3^V|ef.i?e-adBiit9 into fav#ur 
thofe who, in the fmallett ipilAUce,. hav^ incurred XK^ 
difp}efl^rei.th^(](gb' tfaey Ib^^uld ni^^er. fe^ fo f^jcitoua 
todaaiiju ^£^r*pQ^wer*tP^pkafei'ity iE|C;rnal d<?^th 
is l^if fmalleft p)in)ibtnjentrit will h^ fnHisgad'IfQ-in^i^^ 
and obedi.e«cp-ahCqjiji|§ly ^erf^a th^ onjly^coiiditjiqrft 
ef a^ceptafi^e. ,^h^y who are under tb^domiiiio^ ctf 
this rigid lord, (and fuchrsire aU the race ^f Ad^mbe? 
fo^e the gofpel comes,) can a^verhoye to attain evcrr 
laftingUfe, .or efcape everlafting death >. for on? ^n» 
though ever :fo£rnaH, will dov them more harm, thai^ 
all their duties,okow m^any fofiver, ?«an dortiii^iP .gpod* 
But we mnft not. forget; t^. ineptiont how,$h^, ^pej ia 
a joyful found of liberty and freedo^n froui the donii* 
• U. xliii* aii 
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neeriag power of fin, and the lafts of onr hearts! 
which, though divert, and often contrary, demand 
fall homage, and perfed: gratification* Betwixt the 
bondage of the law, and the bondage of fin, there it 
A moft diffblable relatipn, thoi^h one would not thinlc 
fo at firft view. But the gretf t apoftle exprefsly af- 
firms, that ^xlut ftretigth > of fin is the law* 3 ''and 
makes oar not being under the hw, but under grace, 
a reafon why fin fiiould not h&lV<^ the dominion over 
«s t* Be it fp, that ferving divers luftd and pleafores 
is not efteemed by many as «n Intolerable thraldom, 
but, on the contrary, they think it a ftate of liberty 
to be the Servants of cotntption.* They are not 
theonly m«dmen who gl^ry iti their chains, miftakiBg 
them for regal ornamenrs; A moft un^uedionable 
judge of human •toaturei has taoght us, that <' he who 
eomimts fin, is the fcrvant of iin'f:/' A faint c^the 
firft magnitude affirms, that to feek God'» precepts, is 
to walk at liberty §. And who has «ot heard the dif- 
mal groans of the blefled apoftle, which the body of 
fin and death^xtorted from the bottom of his heart|{.^ 
O fin, what an imperious lord an thou ! and thy feir- 
vice of all others thembft ignomitiious, the moft labo- 
rious, and the moft unprofitable ; for '* the wages of 
fin is deathf ." But the gofpel' trumpet fays to the 
prifoners, **Go forth ; and to them in darknefs^ fliew 
yourfelves** :" and when they know the truths the 
truth (hail make them free; 

The reverfionof itiherita^^esisthelallthing we ihall 
notice J We loft otir inheritance bj the firft moral 
tranfgreflion, and we are every day refigning more 
and more our cUim to tbe divine &vonr, for the tran- 
fitory pleafares of fin. * We have fold for nought the 
invaluable treafures of eternity, and are by no means 
able to redeem what we have fo foolUhly forgone. 
But thefe are the glad tidings of the everlafting gof- 
pel. In Jefas Chrift, O ye children of men, you toiay 
obtain an inheritance infinitely more valuable than 
what returned to an Ifraelite at the year of liberty ; 

• X Cor. XV. $6. f Kom. vi. 14. } John viii. 34. § Pfal. cxix. 45 
I Rom. vii. 94. H RiMii.vi. flj. ••If. xlix.9. 
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an inheritaacex^- excficdkig glorious riches, incor* 
ruptable, undefiled^and that fadetfa not away, refer* 
ved in heaven for yon. The blood of Chnft is the 
price that bought it i the Spirit is the earned that fe* 
cures it. And when the R^eemer comes again, they 
Ihall perfe&ly enjoy the puchafed pofleffion : for ^*the 
Lord knows the days of the righteous, and their in* 
heritance endureth for ever*." 

Happy they who hearby faith the trumpet of the gof* 
pel-jubilee, in this accepted time ; who look into the 
perfed: law of liberty, and continue therein 1 in the 
decifive hour of judgment, the trump of God itfelf 
ihall not affright ; and even in this prefent ftate, they 
ihall be brought into the glorious liberty of the fons 
of God ; they ihall lead them captive whofe captives 
they were, aod rule over their oppreflbrs. 

XIII. The /aw of. the Leper. 

THE law of the Leper, which is delivered by the 
Hebrew lawgiver with confiderable prolixity, 
is indeed a portion of facred writ we are apt to ikin 
over with a heedlefs glance, fuppodng that very little 
inftru&ion can be derived from fuch antiquated ufa* 
gcs, as were to be obferved about the difcovery, the 
reparation, and thecleanfing of the infeded Ifraelite. 
One is apt to Wonder at the diftemper itfelf, which in- 
fe^ed not only the bodies of men, but their garments 
and hojfcs ; and to be no lefs furprifed, that the hea- 
venly Majefty ihould condcfcend to give fuch minute 
dire£tions about the fymtoms of the leprofy, and the 
manner of its clcanfing. But when we contider that 
every thing almoft about the typical nation was figu* 
rative, their difeafes not excepted, perhaps we may 
ceafe to wonder, and wil ingly acknowledge, that 
here, as in other ancient rites, the body is of Chrift. 

It was a cutaneous diftemper, well known to the 
Jews, and, as they fay, to other nations in thofe parts 
of the world. Though in itfelf it was only a natural 
evil, it was, however, infilled oftentimes by the im- 
mediate hand of the Lord as the punilhment of fin, as 
*Pfa. xxxvH. xS. 
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It wt« alwvjs toi YttAioati#tt ctfoucy ib^jnaM gaUti^^ft 
nvfil not preSime td 'fay. iBiaci eke mohappji tiftti^> 
yho WHS feiawd^ith tkat hottftiljinibdf^ .WM^^r tb« 
(Sivitie laW) ex«kii[ftd fWia^tfae ohearfuliibQlct|f/of MeM 
»hil frotn aaeefs wtftretabtrnacle af^od^.ttli tt-fhooM 
ple^ Obd t« rfe€i^et,)iknr ^r atile^ft tillrtho fympktftm 
of recovery ^were perceiiredNby icbe p9ie&t}B^f wbtfin thil 
i^iitaiiee'wa€ fnr<fildut*:«d. Btertdet:oa:ttrkO'aWr.e«K« 
iA v)iB^, ' Wth 00 tlM^^IC^fe^ land cfafc jaanvc i?^ kf 
|>urgancrir^ ■• • ...:.-. . i v.' . ; . > ,• 

v*Wa^ the Almighty (Mfj^lemfed wick the Uftofn^Jmas 
Ills indigfiatioii agairnft tb^poor lepe^ t ^^ay^'he>4eA 
}yife's'ii4f matt fir«r tteet atti&ioti tf^bisrbody^ ^ha^i^T«i)r 
lothfqiKve.' A jLazaruft fmveteA witii ibiresy^nd'a' Jab 
With bolls, 4liroii:lie/^j«dll&'Of^is .^poda^ kn^t^^^hUe 
the moft wealthy (in ncir who wears the fineft purple^ 
is a vile perlbn rrf'litr-eyes* Sin is that lothfoaie dift 
eaffe^dnd Ike'iitftier' tba.e^bo«iiifiat)le Ltper^here daf« 
cribed. *' Bdholdj I -am vii^ lam amaa of «»iiCil!Pan lips, 
I ubhor myfelf *,*' is' the iiatiguage of th« conv^ttc^ 
foul; An iitfafitwaUowing ii^ the U<Wl ofjts nativitry 
and a fo.w wallowing in the mire ; a do^vetfii^nmgx^ 
U^: vomit, atiii a. fepti'icbre exhaling the fto^cfar of a.pu* 
trlfyingc^rcaf^) are nat greater iiiitfan cos tot^l)fee,£eii£cj 
thtiii the(b'Jl'that ifies In fin, to the pare^yiBS of-God* 
Sin is that aViiorred leprofy wWcllfjM^ads itadive 
contagion fur and wid<5,'infe6ting all the dutka- .whioh 
the finner'tan perform, and all the comforts ^hatiie 
ta*ftes: fot* '* to him who is defiled and 'UnbeJievliiigfis 
n pthing p« re f •" Befware how yoa approach - the fo» 
ciety of the wicked, k thoufand timea .niioreiiifedt'iQaa 
than The- cotOpany'of the filthieft leper. Q my foai,b« 
riot united to their aflembly that are the wofk&r&^f 
iniqliityj if thou wouldft keep the comman^aient^aP 
thy God ! He tvhb was infeded with the typicallepro« 
fy, was not oftly iii dangerof defiling thofe^wich wfaoia 
he converfedi but the very garments he wore, and 
tjie hoafe in which he dweU. But finhas fobje^d^idl 
jcreatpres ^-o ^h< bondage of corroptfonv Therefor^ 
» Job tA. 4 aadxUt 6;4f: vi,i. . f Tiui. 15. 



Tl^ Aw */ ike Lifer. 145 

it IS rereftl«4, '^thc eUmeiits fliali melt witk fervent 
heftty and all tlielb things ihall be ^Ifolv^d* ;" as the 
infe^ed garment was hupncd with fire^ and the infec- 
ted houfe demoli^d from its very foundation. The 
leper under ^it law was eKciudcd from the focicty of 
men ; afnd vhen *t^e 4)il«mp«r came to a. great height, 
or infected the bead^ he was to nfethe fignals of deep* 
eft mourdiiig ; 4its clothos were to be rcnt^ his bend 
'bare, and ar^ov^rioff Qpon his opperiip, and %% he went 
ke waa to crj, Uncban ! oncieaa ! But the leprofy of 
fin exclndes-the msferable fool from aU intercoarfe 
with Ood, eommomon with angels, feUowlhip with Je- 
fus, fociety with the fphrits of jaft men^ and accefs to 
^be heavenly Jernfalem, where nebbing that is defiled 
can eitter. O diibial folitode ! O terrible feparati- 
oix i With what tears fliall it be deplored ! What to* 
kefts of moiiming are deep enough to exprefs the me- 
lancholy ftate ! And> alas ! we i|>0ak not of a malady 
that it rarely to l>e found. It is hereditary to all the 
fons of Adam without exce|»don; for ** they are alto- 
gether become filthy ; there is none that doth good, 
no not onef* How can he be ^leaa who is born of a 
woman:|: ?" 

No wonder the prieft was iojolned to proceed with 
extraordinary cantion, in infpe^ing the fymptoms of 
this hatefal diftemper, when fo much depended upon 
the featence he fhould pronounce. A perfon was not 
to be pronounced nnclean on afudden, nor upon every 
flight fymptom of leprofy that might have appeared in 
his flejBi ; for the fufpe&ed Ifraelite was to be fhut up 
ieven days, and on the feventhday to be judged ace ordr 
ing as the fympton^s were favourable or malignant. 
This furely was deiigned to inculcate the extraordina* 
r J caution wherewith the office-bearers intbechurch, 
as well as others, ought to try •the fpirits and feparate. 
the precious from the vile ; and that no man's ftate 
fhouldbe deemed bad, anlefs there are moft evident to- 
kens of fin having the dominion over him. Every man 
who had in his fldn a fpot^ freckloi or blifter^ was not 
to be judged a leper. Nor mud we fay of every fin of 
♦ % Pet. iH, to, Xf . % Pfal, UU. s* ♦ J^^ »»^>' 4. 
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taanj things we offend all*/' jAgam.amfti^^whiik^ Jaair 
fell off hit head or forehead^ through xh^ decay; of^- 
tare, or otherwife^ though he was bild^ yet iie yiA» 
Dot a leper. Nor are they all>iaa A^te of fi^ the vi- 
gour of whoCe ipiritval .life ia muc^ahtted^-aod who^ 
alat ! have left their ftrft love. Ypn.tboughaii Uraelite 
Was a^ually feized with a i<pr4>ry» if thei:^ were to- 
kens that it was DOC gaining upon nature* :)>a|; -t^at 
Bfatmre- Wat expelling it; at fuppofe the plagi^p. was 
^()t in fight deeper than^ thdkin^or-if it fpread not 
in the flcin> or if the piagtre was fomewhat c^rk, and 
there were black hairs in the riling, or4f it covered 
all the ikiiB from head to foot wherefoever the pried 
loerked ; in any of thefe cafes^ he was .not pronounced 
tinclean : for thefe were favournblefymptomsthat the 
diltemper had not infe&ed the vitals ; that the whole 
maft of blood wat not corrupted ; and that nature was 
ftili ftrong, and working out the contagion, ^o 
more mud we conclude, that they.are.all in a had Aace, 
who may take up the pitiful complaint of David, 
^' my loins, a^e fiUed with a iothibme diXeafe^.and 
there is no foundnefs in my flelht/' The leper, wbofe 
plague is not in fight deeper than the ikin, is he wjiofe 
iife^may indeed be ftaincd with fome external bl&- 
mtfliss ; but he fins not with ail his heart, which is Aill 
found in God's {latutes» ■ The leper^-whofe plague 
fpreads not in the ikin, but was at a Aay, is he, who 
emerges from his fall, like David or Peter, by a fpee- 
dy repentance. Their fin was but a Ccab: they wait- 
ed their clothes in.the blood of Chrift, and were clean. 
Thelcpeis whofc plague was fomewhat darkj and 
the hairs not turned wh4te,(afare fign of the ftrength 
of nature,) is he who has a- principle of life ^ad 
llfength within him, that never can be fubducd by, the 
ftfongefteiforts of'fin^^but fhall prevail at laft. The 
leper, who was all turned white in every. part, from 
head to foot, (a fign that the difiemper was e^clled 
from'the vitals to the external pirts, and that the cure 
wat at good as wrought,) is he who has obtained .an 
• Jartiei iii. %, f praL xxa? Hi. 7- . ^ 
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tvin^lU^l eoviaion of his vatuval poUttti^n te \^^tt 

that in him> ^iit>i6> imhls fleihi tbexe dwells nagoi^d 
thingf/' . . » , . . r K . * 

But^ ontbe oth«r hsBd> tlie bad/ya^tomaL weie fiicU 
as tfaefe. If th«^ bah* in tbeplague W4^ turned ^bit^ «. 
if tlie plagtte wais' la -fight* deefner^an. xhfi ik\rx of hia 
fi^ih; if there waa ^aick raw>fleili In the rifiQgi and 
if it fpread Icfelf further and further in. the fk\fk*. And 
The wArft of aH kinds. was the lefurofy. in the heftd j 
''The pvie(l ihail prbncmnce him utterly unclean }}ii^ 
plague is in his head|.'' He who. had white- and .yelr 
low hair in the fore of his leprofy, is the i^nner who 
has no ftrength to oppioie any temptation, and c^n 
make no reffiiUnfeat all to the luftaof.his ownheairXJe. 
forr white hairs are figna of the debility of.nature^ actd 
that'deatb ia faft apfkroaching. /SGrey* hairs,". faiifU 
the prophet Hofea, ^^ are^here andtthere^iponhim^.yet 
he knoweth it not§." Andfaith^ the Lojd C»Qd,.in 
E^ekiel^ <^How weak is thine hearty. feeing. jtbou doft 
aUtfeefethiBgsJt?" 

'■ He whoCe leprofy was in .fight deepen than tbeikin 
is an .embkm of the finner who works wicked.nefs 
-with full confcnt, and front the. vefy Iwittom , of his 
foul, whofe tranfgrefiion prodaims, that his heart is 
not right in the iight ofGod, and to whom the. wprd^ 
of the prophet may be addrefled, " This thy wick- 
edness is bitter; it reacheth unto thine heart ^|.!* 
He who had quick raw fleih in the riling of his plague, 
may perhaps denote the finner who cannot endure 
to he touehed or reprimanded- for his fault, though 
rd the genil^fi manner. ThiSi is a dangerous fymp- 
tom indeed I David, this was not thy fpot.: !^ Let 
the ri^teotts fmite me, it .ihall be a kindnqfs ; let 
him reprove me, it (hall be an excellent oil, which 
Aall n5>t>reak my head **.'' He. whofe plague did 
fpread in the ikin, is the finner who waxes worfe 
and worfc, and increafes unto more ungodli- 
nefs. ' And, lalUy, the man, whofe , plague was in 

• Vtzt liil. 3. t Rom. vii. 18. ^IJt^^xWl 44. § H«X vii. y. 
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«tH fron* tlie^«rffors o£iii$ mindjs mJlc^ejta^lliildr 
ittg ia dcbaadKdby hit. w.iU, a«d. Im ift ftTfiiyi»d?.iit 
foch a phch of wickedaefs, a» to viiid&cAte brailbiCJii 
the gratiftcavitw of his Uifti, andieTfiii'to g^r^iti 
his flMOw. He Mvtterly. uaakiaa, aft4.hajMll)f«y xtj^jr 
havdiy, fliall hia csto he evcor efieacdu itet th« vil^s 
of aleanfiag dcmaad oor na&t attcotkia* . 

Whofi'itplealed God, who fafit.ahia;dolefiiilspla|pH» 
to* remove it a^o, tfaei lojpor waa fetched ^io. i:he 
prleft^ or rather cho pdrieft iiiita the leper ; a&d w>ho»> 
upon 8 niterow fcrotkiyy it appealed the ciirft -waH 
really wroaghty he was pronoiMiced. ckam ; hoe fiot 
witiioot pradi&ig varioua pfifgiag cejpeiBoiuie« an 
xhti ftrft> the feveneh, and the ei^tk da74 . je^ 
CItriil h «hat prveft to whom the leprooe imik ^k. 
hrooghtv br< r^thor wboc hack coiide£ceadedt tma ^omt 
M os^ wifo eoflid not* goto him^ becaii£rire:wcxe 
]»oUofed lft^oof>bloodi without the oasnpi aUesaikMiai. 
the coiiime<oiweslth o£ Iff aeU Ho ie come,, nqt me»a?> 
Ij CO cleanie them, who are already heailedy. ISkn^ the 
Kegal prleft^ bar to heal; them who, wkhoat hn^lnd^- 
tag hand, w«re« aMblotelji iacarabk. The Ifiraettte, 
who wao hrooj^t for o&anliitg to, 'the. pvieft^ w«o 
hlnileif to^ pikyirSdo tho aecesflary oblatioiiSj; not* wjah^ 
out fome^ coft and^ toik fiot the High Priefl of good: 
things to oome^ demanda no lb oh conditaoiis frem 
thofe who come for healittg to their fouls x hwfidf 
has laid oot the lieceflkry charges, and hati, hy tho 
oace offeviiigof btmfelf for iia, foI^ eveo porfedqd^a^l 
them who are foodMedi fiot let os more Darrowl|r 
attend to the ceremonies of clea&fing, in ^o osdor 
wherein they wer« performed. 

On the firftdayef theJoper's appearanocbefione the 
pried, tht prieft was to take for hun- two birds 
alive and clean, and cedar wood, and fcarliety aad 
h3fflbpy to make with them a fprinkUng inArument. 
An earthen voflei was filled with ranning water, 
over which, one of the< birds was to be killed, and 
the other bird, togptbcr with the fprinkliQg mftru- 
mcnt, being dipt ia the bloody ^ater, the leper was 
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te^te>fj^i]lkidid Witlif it femn tiaies, aiid the bM iftt 
\^i$id^Tma^li^9i0foti&{A, Aniitha.Leperthoai^^o^ 
Hbtiftced dcim h^i ite.ippWft, was ndtwithflbandkig . t^ 
€leafilliitrttifl|{elfiftiH'in«yc^ by wstiilng. his; cIoUu»j^ 
Ihavi*;^ hkl biir 9 and bathuig Ms wkole htAjs. , iV«d 
. mftei- that, hd^was .penniticd ^to oorae into the camp i . 
hnx lift wab to tairy abroad out ^f ho teat . fet en day^^ 
Some have th<9«ght,iuid perhaps not vithontlbme' rear. 
foll^ihsU;'i^hk4iiat tibials M^ieh were-td bd pvooaired oni 
tlds otc«fi6n> ihighrc be en^preffive of that whokfomet 
ftate'Ott. which die leper was now to enter. Before^ 
he'wa« in a manner dead^ bnt n«w<reftored to iife^v 
whiehf might be fignified by the living btrds« fiJK^^ 
fore he was putrefying, and in a Aate of corruption »•. 
bait now- vigor<lus. and. robuft^ fignified by the cedar 1.-. 
Before^ he was pale and wan^ bntnow of a lively' 
brMk complextonyfigni Bed by th&fcarlet^ Befoxe^he^ 
was naofeou^to the fmeil^ but-ivow cored. of bis. lyU. 
Btnnt, fignified by the hy flop. But whati hinder ia3|( 
to think of ftili greater mylleries^; -aftd^to/lifi: onr ^ 
thoughts to. the purging of oui^fhifi by 611 rigreat High 
Prieft ^ The two birds alive and xlean^ may disinotev 
f^be two natures of Jefos Chrift. The huoias natore- 
was pi^tto death>^ bat the divine nat#reiwa& incapa-. 
ble^ of fu^Tering/ By the inunad nature 4)e died. f or - 
oar.4)ffences, and by the divine nattnre he rofeAagaiiij . 
f«nr 6^ juftiiication* <The>.fpsinkiing kiflr^tintiit oi' . 
cedaT, fcarlet, and-hyiflq^^ may lignify the:tOi)dinan-k 
eds of the^golpel^ by which the bleffiiigs o£ (thrift 's^ . 
ileath-arfe 0QmnmnlK:atedi4 ^he ruimi&^water..l& the 
Spirit cifiChTifl:!, who is^way^ imp»r^ed to febe hear$ 
w>heif thief blood is fprinkled cNU^ho con^ckQce:. The .- 
earthen veflel is an emWenioftbetnimllerjyof Chrift^ . 
wdto^i though fcail arad brittle creaturbs^ , and. dofyl^ 
ciabd^ in* the eye of the worldy and £bme.bot;of jfnialji •. 
eapacity and ^zse, are intruded wirth, this:/ lavaluabi^^ - 
crecdhreof gofpel grace, to be dijfseni^d unto others', 
Andwhiereasthe'prieft was to hill' one of the .bir4^ 
this intimates^ that *^with<Wft. fhedding of.bWd J* 
^O'ljeuiiffioa */^ Ho was to dap the. livii^ bird.is^.^ 
•*'•■'.■ '- - ♦ Heb:, IX. ^». .. ' » 
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the^ Mttod of the doftdi owt 9 tiij^ i»^t«8> ^»art tk0 
blo#4 of Chiiift's kttnaaity: 19,^7 tbe'tiyy^ftati^^am.*- 
OD, tho bUod •£ bis dtTinlty^ or tb« blfM)d o^SomI^. 
whick it the very tbiagtha&vomliri&itublw.rUiood'! d£ 
atdoemeat. Tbo fprmUuig iaftmiacflC' of redw:, 
fcarkcyattd byfep^iMui td to dipt ift thf i^mie bloocb. 
for M the oniinancta, and all tho measis of Calna^ 
on, are iaii6kified bj the biood of Chrift alone, in 
thia blood, if we may ba allowed tlve- OKpceffion^maft 
minifters dip their fermons, if they woaid be profita- 
ble to men ; and in this, blood mofi ChriAians dip 
their good worlu, if they expert them to beacisBpta- 
ble to God. The fprinklinf^the leper feren timos^ 
fignifies that perfed cloannefii which is^ by the blood 
of fpr inkling, introdoced into the cwiicientey and 
which the royal penitent fo pathccicaliy. breatlies 
after> ^* Waih me^ and 1 fliall be clean; fprkikia mo 
with hyflbp, and i Oiall be whitei? than liiontt*/'.T-^ 
The difmifiSon of the other bird into the open fields 
may pertiaps denote the refarre^oii of tlie^Soatof 
God^ or that his divine nature was iin«oach«d«by 
death. Or^ as the living bird received bis liheaty 
when dipt in the blood of the <|ead.oiie ; fb wef axe 
niade^to know the power of his reforre^ion, by the 
feliowfhip of'hia fnivrings^ and may truly fay^ ^^Onr 
foul is efc&ped as -a bird out of the fnare of thefowift 
erf.'^ The leper^ thua fprinkled accorditig to. the 
ordinance, though pronounced clean bytho p^at^> 
was rec^nired to ihav& his hair^ and wa(h bimfeif a^ 
hia clothes in water^ that he might be clean ; whieh 
was not only a precaution to prevent^ relaple, tharoagh 
any relics of the d idem per lurking in hlahair/or 
garments^ bat may alfo point forth to -us. this mcH 
mentous truth, that. our bcmg fprinklf^* by ^ our 
Hi^ Prieft with the clean water of his bloody doea. 
npt-^tall fupercede the cleaniing> ovrfelvea. &om all. 
frkhinefs of^he Belh and fpirit. Th^jre ia>.ixo pef fon ' 
who partakes this glorious privilege, who vndea-^ 
voursnot, as his duty so purify himielf, to lay afide 
all fiipei^fluity of nanghtit^s, to put oft* the old ]aa% 
* Fni U. ?. t ?fet. dtxiv. .7 



and to It^tr .et couitb^ g^tancAts fp^ttcd with the flttfli# 
by hanciftg ao;f^l<mfldp with t\yt a»fruitful works of 
darlufteia» / Nor «r«;|ii3 .paxifying. eii4eavoar« to be 
intermitted^betperSAediaaU tbe A%y» of biftlife, as 
the leper Was ta>reipeM on thie feyoath d^y the pere« 
moaies of ihaviftg itnd waflikig; for faoSiiicatioii U a 
gradual and progrc^ve work>. tl^at &allnotbe com-* 
pieted until thei week of this mortal life is fulfilled. 
Suelx were the cer emoniea of the firft and of the fe«^ 
venth' d*y* 

On the eighth day ^ three lambs were to be fetched 
for a tre%af8-<)fie]ning, a fin -offerings and a hurnt* 
offerings a quantity of fine flonr. for a tneatroffering^ 
and one log of oU.. If he was not able to afiford fuch 
coftl^y offerio^ the Lord accepted fuch as he was able 
to fpty which ajre alfo conidefcended upon in the 
lawr. Thefe fa^rlfices^ being prefented^ together 
with the leper, before the Lord^ were to be oftered in 
the ufnal manner.. But the blood of the treilpafs of- 
{etm%f was> by a peculiar ceremony, to be applied 
to the extreme parts ofthe leper's body, the tip of 
his right ear, the thOmb of his^ right hand, and the 
great toe of his^ right foot. Above the blood the oil 
iBvas to be applied in the fame manner, and the over» 
plus poored upon his head who waste be^cleaofed* 
Thefe faclrificcs without all doubt, had the fame ge^ 
neral meaning as other facrifices.; and the peculiar 
ceremonies weye doubtlefs very fignificant ; as if the 
prieft had faid to- the kper^ '^ 1 put this blood and 
this oil on your, ear, now you are free to hear the 
wdjEd of-God in any fynagogue; 1 put it on your 
thumb, now you may handle any things and not de*^ 
^iG.it: I put it on your toe,, now you may go 
where you pleafe, and men wiU not avoid your focie-- 
ty /' But what forbids us to think of &ill highermyi^ 
teries I Thefe particular parts ofthe body may figni- 
fy the perceptive and executive faculties, in both 
which we offepd, and for both, which we need the 
great.propiiiation*. Was nottbis the language of that 
folenm rite? " »Notw you » are made clean, let all 
? Kcsv^y, vol. L Dial, a*^ * 
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yoar faculties and pawers hc'^vQtet^ t9*^efervice 
of God. Let your cars be open to the commands of 
God. Let the works of yonrliafids l)e;Ht^lr1lf|ie^ in} 
accepted by hhn. ' Let ^^oorfootflc^s b^t)rtcr*^' id 
his word.** The oil'that wa^ pot npos the iilobd; 
moft certainly fignifies the Httly Ghoft, as a fpirh^'of 
fandlKication. By tfre blood of hit merit, heTo^gf^erf 
all onr iniquities-, and by the 61!. of hi* ^prrit^'he' 
heals all bar difeafes. By the firft w\e are jtrtKflwlV 
by the fecond we are fan^lfied. By the bn^/fii' 
fhall not- condemn, to futfer the puniihinent it^de* 
ferves ; and by the other, it fhall not command, to 
obey the orders it jgivcs. And'^herfeasthtf reiiihfitnt 
of the oil in the Prteft*^s hand was -to be poured on 
his head who wa-s cleafafed, this ftioft iin«Joubt'ed!y 
prefigured the fhedding df the Holy Ghoft oif Iw a- 
bundantly througTi Jefos Ch rift our- Savionr: it is faW 
in t)ne place, *^ Ye have an nndibnfrom the Holy 
One*;'^ ind in another, " He wl)6iat*^anointtd us, 
is God ; who" hath alfo fealed aAd git^b the earneft 
of his Spirit in our heartsfV* *' -^ 

How foolilh a part had that Ifi^aelite a4n!fed,'who 
had contented himfelf wthnrdking application to the 
pliyfician, wkheut having recourfe to the prifcft for 
the cleanfing of his leproly ! Alas ! the balm In Gilead 
could not fupply the place of that factifieal -blooJ. 
Kor do they a<^t a wifer part, who feek to thtf phyfi*- 
cians of the if own legal endeavours for the cure of 
their leprofy, but not uiito-Jefus Chrift the Hlgh'F4ieft, 
who ftauds ready with his hyffop and blood. 'C«?n the 
rivers of Darfrafcrfs compare with the waiters of Ifrael ? 
Bring ds^O Lord, to the Jordon of thy grace fAr clean- 
fing thefe leprous fouls 1 '*Lord, iF thou wilty^bofl 
csrhft^ake us cleanj. Ofprihkleur with hyfTop) and 
^-e fhall be whiter than fnow§.'* 

1 ...*;t John M. ao» • t * C<*^' *• ^^» ** - * 

- : . ! t M*(<^* viii. s„ §P£U. I&7. ; : 



XIV. The faw ef the near Kinfman, 

IT isootfornooghttheiuurkiniVian amongthc Jews 
ftnd the hwi. himielfy are alike denominated in the 
pri^Uial language of the Hebrews. Why ijiould tiie 
na^ne Go£.i. be coQi^on to.bim who a&ed the kin fin an 's 
part afnoog the Jew3> ^nd to the God of Ifrael^ if 
Uiere were not a great reCbmblaqce betwixt the kind- 
ly, o^ce^s of the one and the gracious benefits of the 
other I And the propriety of thi^ obfervation will 
^nuKre. evident Jiy a]>pear ^rom an indudion of particu* 
I^s. Far wha( the earthly Goel, or neareft blood* 
rdia^ioii^ was enjoined to do for his brother under 
this l^w tl^ heavenly Goel, that is^ tb^ all -gracious 
Redeemer, hathr done^ in the mod enjinent manner for 
finiuirs of the iiumaa race under the gofpel. If an If* 
r^aM^^ died without children^ the Goel was to marry 
lli^ xiiAgmf to,raiUe up feedu^to his brother, that hi3. 
n40i« might m^t peri^ : If» through, poverty, he had' 
fbld^lus pofie|fie% this Gael was to bpy baqk his inher- 
itaoce. If, for the fame reafon^he had fold himfelf fgr 
^ fiBXvant to another n!lan, the Goel was to redeem 
h^vsk Cr9^1us mailer^ ^d^ lallly, \i an Ifraejite waA. 
wttJ^d^red^ l^i&Gpel was tp a^venge his blood, by brin^. 
wft tl|c-wil&X mnrderec to fu0er cpn/iign.p^niihment. 
^Wa^liig the ppliti^cal reaCoji o£ thefe laws, we (h^U 
conJiiie ourdetvos to. their aUe^rical interpretatipn ; 
for, on all thefe ajccounts^ the believed in the promi- 
fed' Mei&ah. may fa^ o£ hinU/ with Joh, '^1 know my. 
CoM li^eth*." 

Sleiled be the Lord,, who hath not left ua this, day 
ipvithout a Kinfmao^ to marry and raife up the fieedL 
Qf.jrood' works unto our barren nature. Once fiie was 
fcuftinl UAto God before the breach of the. firft coiie- 
nant ; but now, alas ! the image of God fhe wore^af 
firft is miferably defaced ; her hufband, the law, is be- 
come dead and. weak through the fleih^ and £he can 
bring forth no children uctoGod, that is, can produce 
no a^ion that bears refemblance unto him, or cor re f- 
ponds icP the demands of the law. Sin and deaths 
• Job x«. %$, 
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thcfe are the only births of corrapt nature; ; and "wc 
may truly fay of all men in their unrenewed ftatc, 
"They conceive mifchicf, they bring forth falfehood, 
and their belly'prepareth deceit*." At heft they can 
only fay, ** We have laboured, we have been in pain, 
we have brought forth windf/' But the loving Kinf- 
man coxifcnted to marry this barren nature, by aflum- 
ing a true body and a reafonable foul, its two eflcnti- 
al parts, into a perfonal union with himfelf, and by u- 
nitiog with himfelf, in a myftical unibn^a great nnmbcr 
of individuais of our race. It is trucj the match wass 
moft unequal, and huge difficulties were to be fur- 
mounted, before the marriage could be fblemnized, 
and the bride prepared for her hufband. But his love 
was ftrongcr than death itfelf, and we arc become 
dead to tjie law by the body of Chrift, that we might 
be married to another hufband, even to him who was 
raifed from the dead, that the barren woman might 
keep houfe, and become a joyful mother of children. 
Now that our Maker is our Hulband, ihe whp was bar- 
ren hath born feven,and the pymife is accompltfted, 
*'Thy wife fhall be as a fruittnl vine by the fides of 
thy houfe, her children like olive plants round about 
thy tablef;** We may truly affirm of all the happy 
fouls that are efpoufed to the one Hufband, "-Every 
one bearing twins/' the Ipvc of God and his neigh- 
bour, " and none is barren among them§/'' Thefc 
'* children are indeed the heritage of the Lord, and 
this fruit of the womb his reward: happy is the 
man who hath his q^uiver full, of them||.** '* Here 
am I," will he fay in the great day of the Lord, 
** and the children whom thou haft given me^.*' 

Bleffed be the Lord, who hath not left us without 
a Kinfman to redeem the mortgaged inheritance of 
cverlafting life, which alas ! we fold away for one 
morfel of forbidden fruit, but are not able to buy 
back again by all the money of our obedience or fuf- 
ferings. None of our kin were able t'o pay the price. 
For all men being equally involved in the fame ruin 
• Job XV. is, f Ifa. xxvi. i8. | Pfal- cxxviii. 3. 
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none af them could redeem his brother : and angels, 
though glorious and perfcdk creatures, yet needed 
air their holinefs for themfclves; and had they un- 
dertook to pay our debt, ihey would have, like the 
kinfman in Ruth, but married their own inheritance. 
But^ lo^ what men and angels could not have done^ 
the Son of God, clothed in flefli and blood, hath com- 
pletely eflFedeS. /The ranfom was paid down in the 
liquid of his precious blood to the utni oft farthing 
of the legal demand. Now heaven is a purchafed 
poflelfion; and by thy poverty *we are become rich, 
O gracious Redeemer ! who for our fakes becaipe 
poor, though the filver and the gold is thine. 

Blcfl" dbe the Lord, who hath not left us without a 
Kinfman, to redeem not onJy the inheritance to us, 
l>ut us to the inheritance : for being redilced to the 
moft abjedl poverty by the lofs of original righteouf- 
and communion with God, we fold ourfelvcs, like the 
prodigal fonln the parabIe,to the moft fordid Oavery of 
the devil ; fold ourfelvesfor a wretched fuftenanee, the 
huiks that fwine do eat. From this inglorious lervi- 
tude we could not by any means have extricated our- 
felves, except the Kinfman^ the Redeemer, had come 
to Zion; had taken upon him the form of a fervant, 
and given liimfelf a ranfom for all. Such was the 
hard condition of our refcue ; but in his love and 
in his piety he redeemed os, who had fold ourfelves 
for nought : for '^ with the Lord is plenteous re- 
demption, and he will redeem Ifraci from all his 
Iniquities*.*' 

BLefied be the Lord, who hath nat left us without 
a Kinfman to be the avenger of our blood, when the 
prince of the rebellious angels had maflacrcd the hu- 
man race in .the loins of the'ir great progenitor. 

That wicked ,fprrit ftung with fierce refentment 
agaliift the avenging God, and ftimulatcd with envy 
againft innocent and happy man, fcdaoed hihi to faft 
off from his Creator, and partake of his revolt. 
Thus he was a murderer from the beginning, not 
ortly of our bodies, which are, by his meaiiS; fob- 
• Pfal. cxx;t. 7, 8. . 
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jcftcd unto the firft death, but of our fouls, that are 
naturally dead in trefpaiies and fins^ and liable to 
everladlng vengeance^ which is the fecond death. 
The holy and righteous law of God wai, fhall we 
fay, the city of refuge to which.he fled. He boafted, 
*' fhall the prey be taken from the mighty ? (hall the 
lawful captive be delivered* V* For having iii fomc 
fenfe the power of death, the (ling of which was fin, 
and the ihrength of fin was the law, what mere 
creature was able to enter into the palace of this 
firong armed ApoUyon, and fpoil htm of his^anaoor .' 
Whoever enters on this arduous enterprife, he mud 
be able to unfting death> by fatisfylng the law. Here 
then let us adopt the fublxme rapture of the pro* 
phet, " The Lord faw it, and it difpleafed him that 
there was no judgment. And4ie faw that diere was 
no man, and wondered that there was no tnfercef- 
for : therefore lus arm brought falvation ante him ; 
and his righteoufnefs it fuftained him. For he pat 
on righteoufnefs as a breaft-plate^ and an helmet of 
falvation upon his head ; and he put on the garments 
of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal 
as with a cloakf." Or Iball we ufc the ttile of the 
New Teftaraent apoftle, when fpeaking of this very 
thing ? " Forafmuch then as the children are par- 
takers of flefh and blood, he alfo himfelf likewifc 
took part of the fame ; that through death he might 
deftroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil}.'" The Redeemer has died,the Redeemer has 
rifen again; O Satan, where is thy power ? O death, 
where is thy fting? For though '* the fting of death 
is (in, and though the ftrength of fin is the law, thanks 
be to God who gives us the victory through Jefus 
Ghrift our Lord§." The glorious Avenger of our 
blood has not only puniflied the murderer (which is 
all that man can do for his flaughtercd brother ;) but 
has reftored life to the murdered, that in their own 
pcrfons they may overcome the wicked one. Thus 
has he redeemed their fouls from deceit and violence, 
and precious has their blood been in his fight. 

• If. xli|c. 14. t If. lix. 15,16.17. 

t Hck. fi.14. Si Cor. XV. 36, 57. 
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•^ ii. ?i.ii^ ^''HCV.'nc ho!y Nathnof Ifraei. 
» » ••';.?» • ■»/ •: .;v ij . 

XXJUJ^ottllP .k»owlc/dgc of the true God w^a loft 
•\Xi^9lnfl9S/^^4^Sf^^^^^c ASLtiqns^ the family of 
Ab^$^l^[|.ir^s.<^hpf(9f| f)Q^e,the repdfitory of that moft 
iA:^a}(tj|ii)le |ff|a(ure^..,It(,WAS promifed in folemamaQ* 
^tfcV^ithi^iT^iV?^'f^^ patriarchj that he ihould have 
anUHJgWWfii^rogPPXi^aRd a pecoliajr feed, that ihould 
t^^cyr^^^s^fV/in^^f^ial. ^IfiQag to ^the. world. In pro/* 
^JS& qf t^M^Je w,*p thjB progenitor of a mighty »a-/ 
^Wb*«A^w4;*R^*.wclve. tribes} who being for a 
Iffflg ^MP^t.^he only, vifible fociety .wjiere God was wor- 
il^iped^i^f^eife di&i^guiih^ frpm other. people with 
very Ugh.^ appellations^ and valuable privileges. -r- 
'Il3wjy,.,ai;e; ftiled In the .Old Teftament^ ** a peculiar 
trisiifu>^ct:i\,^ Itingdoflk-qiF pricftsf , and an holy nati- 
anillf ^hpvi»herita»ce§, the vineyard||, the congre*- 
ga^tionj]!^ thf^tribe^of the Lord of hofts**, ^d hi« 
fir^ born, (on tt-'-* ^^ To them pertained, the adopti- 
on, ;tt)f: glory 9 'the covenant?, the giving of thelaw^ 
il^ 'ieijyice jof God and the p romifes. Theirs were the 
fathers, ^and from them the MeHias himfelf was to 
fpring according to the £ejQi^j:.'' This famous nati- 
QVL, .after many viciffitudes of fortune, were at laft, 
for, tl^e horrid crim,e of reje&ing and murdering the 
Mej^)i, diflnherited by the offended God of their fa« 
thers, diyefted of all their glorious privilegesj re- 
je^4 f^n^ ^he land of prpmife, and are become mi- 
ferabie wanderers among the nations. 

"VVhat Ihali we fay then to thefe things ? Has Go4 
caft iiway his people ? Is there 110 Ifraei |iow to be 
fott^d, among whom his name is great \ Yes ; though 
Ifrael> according to the fle£h, is no more the people 
of God, ftill there is an holy nation, a royal pried- 
ho^d, a peculiar peaple, a true circum.crfion^ that 
wor&ip God in the fpirit, and havp no confidfnce in 
t\\p flcfli. The finners of the Gentiles, who were once 
polluted as dogs, ftupld as ftones, are now, by the 

• E*«d. xix. 5* f Vcr. 6. \ ibid. 
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power of divine grace, become the children of Abra- 
ham^ and the true Ifrael of God. John faw the Chriftian 
Ifrael fealed in his myftcrious vifion^ of every tribe a 
fele& number. And the twelve apoftles of the Lamb 
are faid, in a prophetic ftile, to fit on twelve thrones, 
and judge the' twelve apoftate tribes of Ifrael, when 
they became the fpiritual fathers of the holy Chriflian 
nation, of which Ifrael, according to the flefii, was a 
figure. Let us fee where tbe^refemblance lies. 

Atfd, fiift. We might obfervc the fmallnefs of their 
beginning. They were once but few in number, the 
feweft of all people, as their lawgiver told them. 
Though afterwards they received a prodigious in- 
creafe, they defcehded from twelve men/ who fprung 
from one as good as dead, that was called being alone. 
Exadly fo, the Gentile church, though a great mnlti* 
tude that no man can number, are the fpiritual chil* 
dren of the twelve apoftles, who fprungfrom one that 
was a&ually dead, though he lives for evermore. 
Though the bieginning of the gofpel church was fmall, 
like a grain of feed, or little leaven, yet its latter end 
did greatly increafe. 

Secondly, The number of their enemies defervesour 
attention. This ancient people were never w^ithout 
enemies of one fort or other, in Egypt, in the wilder- 
nefs, and even in Cannan itfelf. The church of 
Chfift has always, in this ftatc of warfare, her Egypt, 
her Amalek, her Edoin, her Moab, her PhiiiftTncs, and 
her Babylon. This laft being the m oft eminent foe 
of the ancient ratre of Ifrael, is viewed, in the pro- 
phetic bookof the New Teftament, as a figure of the 
malignant church> or Antichriftian ftate, the mod 
formidable adverfary of the true church fince the af- 
cenfion of our Lord. And truly, the prophetic def- 
er iptions of ancient Babylon, by whofe rivers the 
melancholy captives t)f Ifrael fat down and wept, 
are with the moft evident propriety applied by the 
New-^Teftament prophet to that powerful) that weal- 
thy, that idolatrous, that perfecuting church of Rdme, 
that fits ^n the many waters of kindreds^ and nations, 
and people, and tongues. Though, like the mncieixt 
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Babylon^ her predeceflbr and type, ihe ihould defy all 
dan^er^ live deliciouOy^ and boaft fhe is a queen, and 
no widew^ and ihall not know the lofs of children ; 
yet, at the appionted time, the cry of her deftrudion, 
her final, her total defirudion fhall be heard; '^ Daugh- 
ter of Babylon, near to deflrudion, blefled fhall he 
be that rewards thee, as thou haft done unto us*. '^ 

The eminent deliverances of Ifrael is the next 
thing we fhall notice. Though they were an affiled 
nation from the beginning, lying among the pots, tra- 
velling through the floods, traveriingthe wilderuefs, 
weeping by Babel* s ftreams; yet " happy waft thou, 
O Ifrael, a people faved by the Lord, the fhield of thy 
help, and the fword of thine cxccllencyf." The 
boufe of bondage could not detain them; the waters 
of the fea could not overflow them ; the wildernefs 
could not famiih them ; and Babylon could not hold 
them in captivity. Who knows not, that thefe illuf- 
trious work$ of God in behalf of the chofen feed, are 
fung in lofty numbers by the infpired penman, in 
phrafes that defcribe the common falvation, and the 
redemption of the world from ftill more dreadful 
foes ? And the illuftrious perfons, who, under God, 
atchieved the fevieral refcues of ancient Ifrael, afe 
fpoken of, in the prophets, in phrafes that may be 
well adapted to the Mefliah himfelf. 

The Angularity of their laws and cuftoms, which 
were, by Heaven's appointment, divcrfe from all 
people, was no doubt intended to adumbrate that 
diftinguifhed fan£city, fo different from the fafhions 
of this world, which ought to adorn the holy Chriftian 
nation. The Jews of old were not more ridiculed by 
their fcornfiil neighbours, for the»fecming oddity of 
national ufuages, than the peculiar people of Chrift 
have been in every age, for their zealous attachment 
tq the divine law, and becaufe they were not con- 
formed to this world. 

But a principal thing for which the Jewifh nation 
was atypical people, is the glorious national privileges 
they pofleffcd, the chief of which we fhall mention* 
* Pfal. cxnvii. S. t ^^t* zxziii. 29. 
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To them belonged the adoption to be God's firft born 
fon, or the election to be bis peculiar people: a pri- 
vilege that exalted them high above all nations, and 
^'et was not conferred upon thent becaufe of their 
own worthinefs or excellency of whatever kind, but 
I'olely becaufe it was the good pleafurc of God to be- 
llow this glorious dignity upon them. Even fo,thc 
eleAion and adoption of the general aflcmbly and 
church of the iirft born^ whofe names are written in 
heaven, arifes from the fame fource, the good plea- 
fare of his will, and purpofe in grace ; not of works 
left any man fhould boaft. To them belonged the 
glorious r^mbols of the divine prefence, as the holy 
temple, the facred fire, and the bright cloud of the 
I'an^uary ; chough by degrees thefe ihadows vaniibtd 
as the body approached. What nation was To great, 
to have the Lord fo near them in the vifible tokens of 
his prefence ? None but that holy nation, whofe pre- 
rogative it is to behold the glory of the incarnate 
Word, God manifcfted in the fleih. To them belong- 
ed the law or covenant of works, ordained in the 
hand of Mofes, as a mediator betwixt God and man. 
So to the Chriftian church belongs the law or cove- 
nant of works, ordained in the hand of Jefus Chrift, 
the Mediator between God and man. Their mediator 
could not fulfil the law for them ; they brake the co- 
venant, and God regarded them not. But Chrift hath 
magnified the law, and made it honourable, by a 
moft complete fatisfa£lion and meritorious obedience. 
To them belonged a civil government, modelled by 
God himfelf ; for their ftate was a theocracy, and the 
Lord faid unto them, *^ I will be thy King*." Ex- 
adlly fo, the laVs of the New-Teftament kingdom 
are all enaded by him who fits upon the throne » nor 
muft the ordinances of men claim homage froil! the 
fubje6bs of Jefus Chrift, except in fo far as they com- 
port with his pofitive inftitutidns. To them belong- 
ed the fervice of God, according to thefe rites which 
himfelf prefcribed. An^ emblem of that reafonable 
and acceptable fervice which appertains to the true 
• Hof. xiii. 10. 
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churchy and which is foaad no where but among the 
focieties of ChriiHan worihippcrs. To them pertain- 
ed the promifes of reft in Canaan the pleafant land,, 
and of yidory over the devoted nations. So to the- 
Chriftian church belongs the promife of evcrlalling 
life, and final reft in the better heavenly country,' 
to recompence their wanderings through the maz}% 
wildernefs of this world i and the promife. of com- 
plete vidory over the nations of fpiritual, foes, the.- 
lufts that war in their earthly members ; a more glo- 
rious honour this, than to ftorm a city ! as, ^* hd that^: 
ruleth over his own fpirit, is better than^^the migh- 
ty*/' '* This honour have all his faintsf.'' 

Here let us end —adoring the riches of that divine 
goodnefs, in bringing nigh, by the blood of his dear. 
Son, thofe who were far off, Gentiles in the uncir- 
cumcifion of their flefh, aliens from the. common-- 
wealth of Ifrael— trembling at tb^ feverity of divine.^ 
juftice towards that iinful nation, who are now as . 
much depreflcd below all other people, as once they. 
were exalted above them. Let us recalled the apof- 
tle's neceflary admonition : '* Becaufe of unbelicfi 
they were broken off, and by faith we ftand^ Be not, 
high minded but fear:):.'' Kappy they who are en- 
dowed with this noble grace \ Such are Ifraelites in-. 
deed, though Abraham be igiftorant of them, and If* 
rael according to the flefh acknowledge them not§. 
For if; we. are Chrift's, then are we Abraham's feedj 
and heirs^ according to the promif^y,"^ 

XVI. The vi^fory over the Nations bf Canaan. 

BEFORE the tr^cs of the Lord could poflefs. 
their goodly heritttge, the pumerous and mighty, 
nations that dwelt in Canaan, were firjl to be expelr 
led. What if for once the eternaLSovereign, and juft : 
Governor- of the world fhamransfer to a chofen feed, . 
the property of a land inhabited hy guilly wretches,^ 
*' and put into their, hand a two-edged fword, toex- 
ecQtC' vengeance upon t^e Heathen, ai\d puniflimejalSc* 
• Pr«v. xvi. 3a. + Ef. cxlix. 9. \ Rdm* xi. %Q%^ 
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upon the people; to bind their kings with chains^ and 
their nobles with fetters of iron ; to execute upon 
them the judgment written * ;" Ihall we therefore 
prefume to cenfure the Majefty of heaven as cruel 
and unjoft \ No: the horrid wickednefs of thefe na- 
tions fully jnftiiied the fcverity of their doom ; and the 
peremptory command of God abfolves the Ifraelites 
from the charge of barbarity, in becoming the exe- 
cutioners of the fentence. If fome in latter ages 
have, with equal cruelty and injuftice, for Heaven's 
caufe, (a horrid pretence !) made defolate the earthj 
let them not plead this precedent ; for as fuch a man- 
date was never given before, fo fliall it never be rc^ 
peated again. But leaving it to God himfelf to vin- 
dicate his ways to man, as he is well able to do, we 
ihall proceed to notice that fpiricual privilege of the 
true Ifrael, iignified by the viftory of the n*ations. 

Perhaps it were not improper to view it as an em- 
blem of the conquefl over the world obtained by the 
firft preachers and profcflors of Chriftianity under the 
banner of the crois, though not with carnal weapons. 
Though it is very fit that the Antichriftian kingdom 
/hall be promoted by the horrid methods of torture, 
madacre, fire, and faggot, the Son of man came not 
to deftroy mens lives, but tofave them, If the apof- 
tles of the Lamb had a two-edged fword in their 
hand, it was the fword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God : faith was their ihield, righteoufnefs 
^ their breaft-platc, and their helmet was the hope of 
falvation. Kquipt with this armour of light, they 
fubdned the nations to the obedience of faith : nor 
could the perfecutors fword, the philofopher'a wif- 
dom, nor the inveterate cu-ftoms of the popuWe, re- 
ceived by tradition from their fathers, retard the 
progrefj^ of their vidborious arms, though, to the out- 
ward eye, they feemed but as grafshoppers before 
thefe formidable fons of Anak. 

We might alfo here take occafion to think of that 
dominion which the upright (hall have in the mam- 
ing of the rcl'urreftion, when the faints of the Moj^ 
* Pfal. cxlix. C>, 9^, 
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High fliall fit with Chriftupon his throne^ and infuch 
manner as is competent unto thcm^ fhall judge the 
world of wicked men and angels. Even in this im- 
perfedftate, the luftre of divine graces, and beauties 
of holinefs, have commanded refpcdt and veneration 
in the minds of proud and wicked men. A judge has 
trembled before a prifoner, and a fox has feared a 
lamb. The fe are preludes of that final fuperiority of 
the righteous in the deciffive hour of judgment, when 
the evil fhall bow before the good, and be afiiamed 
for their envy at the people they dcfpifed. 

But chiefly the Canaanites we muft endeavour to ex- 
tirpate, are the Infts that war in our members, that 
"wai" againft the foul. Againft thefc inward foes muft 
lye lift the hand of violence, if -^^e mean to take the 
kingdom of heaven. Ifraelites indeed, here point out 
your revenge, here bend your indignation! To pity 
thefe, is the higheft cruelty to yourfelves ; and to 
make any league with them is to be overcome. To 
mingle with thefe nations was fatal ti> Ifracl of old ; 
they were forbid tofeek their peace or their wealth 
forever : but if they &ould cleave^to the remnant of 
thefe nations, on whatever pretence, *^ know for cer- 
tain, that the Lord your God will no more drive them 
out, but they Ihall be fnares and traps unto you, 
fcourges in yaur fides-, and thorns in your eyes, and, 
jhall vex you in the good land wherein ye dwell*.'* Such 
grieving thorns are unmortified corruptions in oiir 
hearts j and if We confult our peace and fafety, it will 
be our conftant work to weaken the.ir power by all 
pofiible means. But to attempt a reconciliation of 
holinefs an;4 fin, to mediate peace between thefe con- 
trary principles, is to entail upon ourfclves a fource 
of perpetual difquietude. 

The Canaan itifli nations were not only the fii'ft in. 
hai>itants of the country, but greater in number, al^d 
mightier in power, than Ifrael their conqueror. So 
in the holy war, the fin that dwells in the foul, is the 
firftpoflcflbr, and mightier than the principle of grace 
received. Thanks to its omnipotent Ally, that in- 
• Jofli. xxitt. i^ 
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iquity prevails not againft it^ even to a total yi^orj. 
Let none be deterred from fighting the good iight of 
faith againft thefe inward enemies^ though perhaps 
fome Ranches of the body of (in may feem lb vivaci' 
ous as even to gather new life by their foils ; may 
feen} to have entrenched themfelves fo deeply in the 
conftitution of the fouJ^ and to derive fo many advan- 
tages from outward circumdances in life^ that to ex- 
pel them is equally impoilible^ as for the Ifra'elites to 
drive out thofe Canaanites who had chariots of iron. 
Under the divine condud of Jefus Chrlft, our true 
Joihua^ we ihall fet our feet upon the necks of thofe 
dreadful foes. Take unto you the who^ armour of 
Gody and remove every accurfed thing from the 
midft of thee, O Ifrael and the Lord thy God will 
drive out thefe nations before thee by little and little. 
Their defence is already departed from them, fince 
the law, the (Irength of fm, is perfedly fulfilled, and 
ftript of its condemning power. A time, a happy 
time will come, whenaojebufiteihall dwell in the 
land, when no latent corruption ihall infeft thy foul, 
and there (hallbe no pricking briar, nor any griev- 
ing thorn tothehoufe of Ifrael : for it is tbe gracious 
promife of the Captain of our falvation, ^^ He that 
over Cometh, and keepeth my words unto the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations, and he ihall 
rule them with a rod of iron, as the veflels of a pot- 
ter ihall they be broken to Ihivers*.*' 

XVII. The allegory of Hagar and Sarahs 

AS we are informed ^y the great Apoftle of the 
Gentiles, that the private hiilocy «f Abraham^s 
family was a prefage of the events that happened to 
his pofterity, we fliall glance it a little. This faithful 
patriarch had received tlie promife of a feed, in whom 
all nations fiiould be blefled. But the accompliih- 
ment was long delayed ; his -wife proved barren v 
old age was flealing on apace ; and there feemed no 
human probability that Sarah ihou Id have a fon. She 
ought however, to have believed him faithful who 
^» Kev. u. a6, 47. 
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had promifed, and fully able to perform what he 
had faid. She fhould not have devifed unlawfal 
means of helping the promife to bring forth, but 
patiently expefted God's time of vifitation, which 
is always the beft.- But it was otherwife : for in the 
ardour of im'patience, (he urges Abraham her huf- 
band to marry her bond-maid ; fondly imagining, 
that this ftratagem might compenfate her owA bar- 
rennefs, and forward the birth of the prom\fed feed. 
Whatever humility and felf-denial this good woman 
may be fuppofed to have afted, in making fuch a pro- 
posal, it cannot certainly be vindicated from 'the 
charge of being in itfelf imn^oral, and contrary to 
the original didates of the law of nature : forthoogh 
polygamy was ordinary pradifed in the primitive 
ages of the world, and even in the patriarchal fa- 
milies^ who profeflcd the true religion, it is neither 
to be excufed nor imitated. There is no ground to 
think that.God approved, though he tolerated the cuf- 
tom of having more wives than one. From the begin- 
ning it was not fo. And indeed the family-broils, 
inrhich the fcripture frequently mentions, as occafion- 
ed by this praAice, is a fufiicient confirmation of its 
jnanifeft inconvenience. Of this we have a lively 
inftance in the prefent cafe : for no fooner is this 
unlawful overture of Sarah complied with by her 
hufband, by taking Hagar into his bed, than the in- 
folent and difrefpedful carriage of the bond-maid, 
-when (he faw that flie had conceived, raifed fuch 
variance in the family, that at laft (he is obliged to 
rnn away from the refentmentof her injured miftrefs. 
fiut returninjl and humbling herfelf, a peace was 
again patched iip for a time. She bears Ifhmael^ A- 
braham's firft-born fon ; but this was not the child of 
the promife. There was nothing extraordinary about 
his birth, which was, to ufe the phrafe of the apof- 
tle, after the fiefh*. The happy feed, that fhould 
become a bleiling to the world, muft be born in law- 
ful wedlock ; net of a bond-maid, but of a free wo- 
man. And, Sarah, why did you doubt if the power 
• Oal. it. 23. 



t66 typical Things. Book II. 

of God was able to oiako the barren woman a joyful 
mother ? How abi'urd is it for any one to haften pro- 
vidence ! Give it time^ and it will do all things well. 
For when, in procefs of time, Abraham's body is as 
dead as Sarah's womb, lo» Ifaac is conceived and 
born ; Ifaac the promifed (ieed, ifaac the long expec- 
ted child, is brought forth, to the great joy of his 
parents, a fon of their old age. 3y this time lib- 
maei is become a youth, and arrived at years of fome 
difcrction ; but he walks rather in the fteps of his 
mother than of his father ; and is fo daring as to 
mock at his younger brother, at his weaning lead. 
Though one would be willing to excufe this beheavi- 
our, as proceeding only from puerile levity, the fe- 
verity of the punifiuneat inflided for this fault feems 
to evince, that there was a great mixture of impie- 
ty in this infulting carriage, and that the promife it- 
. felfwasthe chier thing he derided. It could not 
fail to be very irritating to Sarah, to obferve how 
ill her kindnefs to Hagar was requited by the undu- 
tiful deportment of her fon ; and when fhe urged 
their prefent difmiiBon from the family, ikbraham 
was not over ready to comply with his req^ueft, be- 
caufe of the aSedion he bore to lihmael ; and he 
hoped that the paflionof his wife, though juft, would 
foon fubfide. But the motion of Sarah, *' Caft out 
the bond woman and her fon ; for the fon of the bond 
woman fhall not be heir with my fon, even with 
Ifaac*, '^ is backed with a mandate even from God 
himfelf. And accordingly the father of the Jcwiih 
nation, which is very remarkable, difcards from his 
family his eldeft fon, who was cqua^Jy circumcifed 
with Ifaac, never, as would^ feem, %6 return again. 
And this was done by the politive command ofGod 
himfelf, with a fpecial view to prefigure the future 
rejection of a great part of Abraham's natural pof- 
terity, that were only defcended from him according 
to the flefh. 

That this was the fee ret defign of providence in 
this memorable ftory," might be conjedured from the 
* Gen. xzi. 10. 
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narrative of Mofcs* But wc are not allowed fo much 
as to doubt of it, by that infallible expofitor of the 
law, Paul the apoftleof Jcfus Chrift j who, difcourfing 
on this very fubjcft to the revolted Galatian churches, 
exprefsly fays, ** Which things are an allegory, for 
thfcfc (women) are the two covenants*'/' According 
to this apoftle, Hagar, with her fon, was fecretly 
defigHed to reprefentthe covehant that prefcribes our 
own obedience as the meritorious condition of jufti- 
fication and life: a reprefentation of which cove^iant 
was exhibited in mount Sinai in- Arabia, and it alfo 
anfwers to Jerufalem that now is, and is in bondage 
w^itii her children, that is theprcfent apoftate church 
of the Jews, who expedt to be juftified by the works 
of the law> and ail who- imitate her example. Upon 
the other hand, Sarah the free woman, with Ifaac 
her fon, is an emblem of the covenant that direds to 
look for falvation only by the r ighteoufnefs of a mid- 
dle perfon, without the works of the law; which 
covenant was publifhed from mount Zion, and anfwers 
to Jerufalem above, or the true church, whether of 
Jews or Gentiles : that is free from the legal yoke, 
and is the mother of us all, if we believe. Let us 
purfac this beautiful allegory a little in the track 
^w^hich the apoftle has marked out. 

And, firft, it may befaid, that as Sarah the free wo- 
inan was before Hagar; fo the promife was before 
:tlie law, and the covenant of grace antecedent unto 
trlie covenant of works. Not to fpeak of the federal 
tranfaAion betwixt the Father and the Son, which the 
icriptare frequently mentions as commencing from 
a.H cverlafting, the promife, or revelation of this e- 
ternal covenant, was exhibited to the church long 
before the Sinai dfTpeniation. 

AgaiU) as Sarah was the miftrefs, and Hagar the 
Kixdid ; fo the gofpel is the nfiiftrefs to which the law was 
ftibfcrvient. If Hagar had kept her ftatibn, without 
imparting from that fubordination which fhe owed 
^c> Sarah, (he might then have been of Angular ufe in 
tfa« patriarch's family, inftcad of railing thcfe broils 
• Gal. IT. »4* 
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her. JTor a iervaiit beating tvi^, i«t>ne2 of Solomon's 
ttnCecnilj things 2 and Alnong'Otbejr tjhings which the 
earth cannot. hear, a^d (or witich it is difquieted, he 
aeattons an odioua woman i^h^a ike is married, and 
a handmaid.that it heir to hcrmiftrefo. So if the le* 
gal covenant be kept in itt own room and place, ibe 
may .greatly ferve the covenant of grace,; flie may 
be r^markubljnfefttl toconvince of fin, and toendear. 
a Savioar: for 'Hhe law" as the apoftle affirms^ ^^ is 
good.if a man u£e it lawfully*/' But if this bond- 
maid, the law, afiiine the fole dominion, and rival 
her mlftrefs, to whom (he ihouid humble herfelf, that 
is,if ihe takes npon her to juftify and fave, £he then 
works wrath, and is fatally pernicious. And this fhe 
event proved. j 

Hagar is taken (uofeemly as it was) into the j[>ed 
of Sarah. This deems to have prefigured, that the 
law fhould be taken into the room of the gofpel | for 
as' Abraham, after he was married to the free-woqian, 
turned aiide to the bond-maid ; fo his pofterity, after 
they received the promife, from whence alone they 
fhould have looked for juftiftcation, and everlaftlng 
life, turned afide to the law, which was added for 
other ends, and expe6):edfrom the law that which the 
promlfe oply can confer, Whoc;ver they be, whether 
of the Jewifh or chrillian denomination, that depend 
upon their own righteoufnefs, either as the fole or 
partial caofeof their falvation, they are guilty of the 
fame fault in the myftery that Abraham was. in the 
letter, when he permitted Hagar to afcend the bed 
of her miftrc£3» 

Though Sarah was long barren, Hagar is not. The 
birth of likmael is not near fo difficult as the birth 
of Jfaac. It is a far eafier matter for the law to gen- 
der children unto bondage, than for the promife to 
bring forth children unto liberty. Terufalem above, 
or the true gofpel chuixh^ labours indeed to bring 
forth fpi ritual ichildren : bttt, ah 1 how few are the 
«hildren^ of tills. free woman, to the va(l ihoals of le- 
- *rTlm. I. '8. 
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gai profeflbrs who dcfire to be under the laW ! the 
moft eminent preachers of the gofpel, have had 
ground for complainings '^ Lord, who hath believed 
our report*?" And that the^r laboured in vain, anil 
fpent their (Irengthin vain> and for nought, fiut as 
the womb of Sarah was at laft opened> f after it had 
been long /hut ; fo t>f the gofpei-church^ her anti- 
type, the prophet cries, *' S>ing, O barren, thou that 
didft not bear ; break forth into iinging, and cry 
aloud, thou that dldd not travel with child ; for more 
bre the children of the defolate, than the children of 
the married wife, faith the Lord.f" 

The info lent behaviour of Ifhmael, the fon of the 
bond-maid, when he mocked the child of promife, 
who was noblef than himfelf, is an emblem of thti 
perfecuting fpirit of felf-julHciaries againft the true 
believers in all ages; for as he who was born after 
the iieih perfecutedhim who was born after the Spirit, 
even fo it is now. Witnefs the enmity of the Jews 
againft the fpreading of the gofpel! Witnefs the Pa- 
pifts bloody rage ! Witnefs ye flames, that reduced to 
afhes the bodies of fo many noble martyrs ! Yea, and 
all that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, muft be con* 
tent, in one (hape or another, to fuffier perfeeution. 

Laftly, the fentence of exclufion from Abraham*! 
family, pronounced by the fcripture againft the 
bond-woman and her fon, was a fure prefage of the 
irrevocable doom of all the children of the law, 
though, like the circumcifed, but mocking Ifhmael^ 
they are born in the church, and wear the profeflbrs 
badge. <* Abraham/' fays the fcripture, •* rofe early 
in the morning, took bread and abottle of water, and 
g;ave it unto Hager and the child, and fent her away ; 
an4 (he departed, and wandered in the wildernefsoC 
Beerfhebaf." £ven fo the carnal Jews, though 
Abraham's natural feed, are now caft out frotn the 
church, and wander through the world. And all 
who remain under the law, and are not, as Ifaac 
was, the children of the promife, (hall be in like 
manner caft out from the prefence of God, and ex* 
tlttded from the heavenly inheritance. 

• Uk. liii. I. t Chap. Hv. r. t Oca. »i X4.- 
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B O O K T H I R D. 
TYPICAL PLACES. 

The Jaw of the Cities of Refuge^, 

TO infpire the minds of the Ifraelites with th« 
greater horror at the dreadful fin of murder^ It 
pleafed God, their Judge and Law-giver> not only 
to appoint that the murderer fhould be put to death, 
but to permit the avenger of blood, or the near kinf- 
man, to kill, with impunity from men, the unfortu- 
nate manflayer, who without malice or deiign was 
the inftrument of taking away the life of his neigh- 
bour. But to counterbalance this permiffion, and to 
protect an unhappy man from the effeds of rafh re- 
fcntmcnt, it pleafed the fame good God to appoint ci- 
ties of refuge in his commonwealth, to which the 
manna3^er might fly as his fandiuary from the aveng- 
er. Tbefe cities were fix in number ; three in the 
land of Canaan^ and three on the other fide of Jordan. 
They belonged to the tribe of Levi. The roads to 
them were prepared by authority. And that nothing 
might retard the flight of the haplefs manflayer, to 
whom every moment was precious, they fay, that the 
breadth of the road was thirty two cubits; that 
where there happened to be water, it was laid 
over with a bridge; and that, at the crofs ways, 
the infcription of Refuge, Refuge, direfted where tor 
bend his courfe. In the city of refuge he was fuppli- 
cd with all neceflary accommodations, and his life 
once more was protected by the laws of the realm. 
He was not however, to venture without the pre- 
cincts of the hofpitable town ; for if the avenger of 
blood fiiould find and kill him, he would not be pun- 
iflied as a murderer for doing it. The death of the 
high prieft was the firft thing that releafed him from 
his confinement, and left him at liberty to go where- 
• Sec Numb, xxxv. Joih. xx. 
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ever he pleafed. Even fo^ by the death of the great 
High Prieft, the guilty finuer.is refcued from bon- 
dage and confinement^ rnto the glorious liberty of the 
fons of God. 

But what we intend chiefly to notice here^ is the 
refemblance betwixt the flight of the man-flayer to 
the cities of refuge, and of the (inner to Jcfus Chrid, 
as the hopefet beiore him. And perhaps it will ap- 
pear very probable, that themethodof onr falvation 
was typified by this Mo^lc law i at leaft, that here 
is no contemptible allegory... 

Let the man-Hayer be-aa emblem of the guilty fin- 
Dier^ w4u>» by violatuig the pfxecepts-ofthe holy law, 
(>utcher8 ht4 own foul, murders his neighbour i and 
in fonw manner, a^affinates God himfelf^ wfaofe ytxj 
being is druck at by tbe commiffion of every (in. 

. Let the avenger of blood denote the inexorable 
juft^ce of an angry God^ 'whole wrath it is alike im- 
poflible to ihun or ta endure-; the dreadful curfe of 
the condemning law, whefe quiver is filled with the 
arrows of every divine threatniag; — the envenomed 
(ling of a refentful confcience, which, infixed in the 
fooly can make it a terror toitfelf, and all around;*— 
or death, the grizly king of terrors, the univerfal 
deihroyer of the nations, through fear of whom many 
are held in bondage all their life time. Yea, what 
creature is not ready, at the flight eft intimation of 
the divine will, to liar t up an avenger of its Crea- 
tor's quarrel againft the olmoxioos criminal I 

Let the cities of refuge reprefent the glorious Im* 
manuei, and his blefled mediation. Thefe Gities per- 
tained to the promifed land, and were to be found 
no where elfe. So the falvation of Jefas Chrift is 
exhibited- in the church : ** Upon mount Zion there 
^all be deliverance* ; and God is known in her 'pa« 
laces for a refugef ." They belonged to the prieft- 
ly tribe. And the Pricftly office of the Redeemer is 
that branch of his charad:er which affords the moft 
immediate relief to the fin-burdened foul. They 
i|vcre (ixin number, and fcattered through the terri- 
• Ob»4Uh, v^r. 17. f Pfal. adviii. %. 
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tories of Ifraeltit convenient difttnces, that iwhere** 
ever the inisforttine (hoald happen^ die roatifktyer 
might not have far to go to one or other of th<em. 
MajTHot this put as in mind^ that our Redeemer is a 
prefent help in trouble \ to find whom, we need nei* 
thtr climb up into heaven, nor dive into the bottom 
of the fea : for the word is nigh onto us. And in this 
word, the great Jehovah brings near his righteouf- 
nefs, and his falvation. The patency and piainnefs 
of the roads that led to thel'e cities ef prote&ion, 
-mxy occafion our receding on much the fame thing. 
Guilty^ condemned, trembling iinner, fee how thy 
city expands her gates 1 how the ftumbling-blocks 
are removed ! how the way is prepared ! how the 
law is fatisfied, jufticc atoned, and God reconciled ! 
how the way faring man, though a fool, needs not 
err in the way of holinefs ! Nothing, nothing ought 
to retard thy prefent flight unto the hope fet before 
thee, to hinder thy prefent trufting in Chrift for e- 
verlafting falvation from fin, and its dreadful confe* 
qaences. 

But who is he that thus flies for refuge to Jefus 
Chrift, from the inexorable juftice of an angry 
God, and from the dreadful cur fe of a condemning 
law \ If the manflayer had not been confcious of the 
dead, and apprehenfive of the kinfman's refentment 
on that account, he would not have judged it neceffa* 
ry to fave himfelf by flight. And if he could have 
thought of a betldr expedient to enfure his fafety, ha 
would not have fled to a city where he muft long re- 
main a prifoner, and an exile. But necefllity, hard 
neceflity, drove him to it as his only fanftuary. Even 
fo the refugee, who flies to Jefus Chrift from the a- i 
venging wrath of God, is a perfon in whofe heart is 
wrought a conviaion of his guilt, an apprehenfion of 
his danger, and a defpair of every other refuge. 
Formerly he had a very favourable opinion of him- , 
felf, and his conviftions of moral guilt were fo ge.^ ' 
Heral and moderate, as to (it eafy upon his mind, ' 
without wounding his reft. He thought it no difii- i 
cult matter to elude the divine threatnings, 9p4 { 
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Imagined himfelf fecorc, becaufe he wa» thonghtlefs 
of danger. The fecrecy of fin, the example of the 
multitttde, the hope of long life^ the dlftance of the 
day of judgment, the prefumption of God's mercy, 
his privileges and reputation as a member oi the 
church ; thefe, and fuch like things, he fled unto as 
fanftuary from his melancholy thoughts. Or, per- 
haps he ftilled the enemy and avenger of an accufing 
confcience, with bufinefs^.'with recreations, -with 
fenfual indnlgencies. But now a dreadful fou^id of 
vengeance is in his ears. He fees the heinous guilt 
of his iniquities — Shears, with Adam, the voice of 
God — ^knows not where to hide his guilty head — 
looks on his right hand, and beholds, but there is 
no (helter ; all refuge fails him, and no man cares 
for his foul. The method of falvation by Chrift un- 
folds to his view ; " This is the way, walk ye in 
it*.*' fays the voice from heaven; and, ** Torn to 
thisftrong hold thou prifoncr of hopef." And as 
the man who flies for his life from a purfuing enemy 
will caft away from him any thing, however valuable, 
that would cumber and detain him ; fo he parts at 
once both with his fins and with his own righteouf- 
nefles ; and what things were gain to him, he counts 
them lofs, that he may win Chrift, and be*found in 
him. He cries unto him, and (ays, ** O Lord, thou 
art my refuge, attend unto my cry, for lam brought 
very low : deliver me from my perfecutors, for they 
are ftronger than I^:.** 

It was not only required of the manflayer, that he 
fhould fly to the city of refuge for once ; but he was 
to remain there till the death of the high prieih Nor 
is it fufficient to believe in Chrift for once, without 
abiding i»him as our fure defence. Our High Prieft 
never dies, therefore fhould ive abide in our refuge 
for ever : f^ for in returning and reft (hall webctav 
ed,, in quietnefs and in confidence fiiall be our 
ftrcngth§.'' 

The prote&ion aflbrded to all, both Jews and Gctt- 
tiles, (for there was no difference, (who fled t» 
• Ifi, XXX, ai, t Zech. xi. is. t Pfal cxlii. 5, 6. § Ifiu xxx. 15. 
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ihefe cities of refoge^ is no defpicablereprefeata^ioo. 
of the ability of Jefus Chrift to fave to the uttermoft 
all that come unto God by him. Soon as the wretched 
manflayer reached the wicked town^ where be was le- 
gally fecareof life^ and where (they fay) no weapons 
were allowed to be made or fold ^ he could talk with 
the avenger, without turning pale ; though before 
his throbbing heart beat high with the impulfe of 
fear, while he thought that every man he met 
would flay him. Even fo the niiferable (inner, who 
has obtained a difcovery of his guilt, and been har- 
rafled perhaps for fome confiderable time with a 
fearful looking for of judgment, his foul draws nigh 
unto the grave, and his life to the deftroyei's ; the 
moment he finds his reft in Chrifl, by believing in 
him for life and falvation, he can ht and anfwer aU 
his a confers, and talk with every enemy and aven- 
ger, " O enemy, deftrudions are come to a perpe- 
tual end*. Who fhall lay any thing te the charge 
of God's elca ? It is God that juftifieth : it is Chrift 
that diedf'^' Produce your charge > O law ! and 

. death, where is thy fting i 

We ihall, laftly, obferve the fuperior excellency 
of our New Teftaxpcnt refuge to thefe ancient citi«4 
of protection. In all things he has the prc-erainencej 
None were to be finally privileged in thefe cities but 
the manflayer ; who was not indeed guilty .of any 
cringe, but rather ill-fated and unhappy. If th^ 
wilful murderer had fled to any of them, or even 
to God's altar, he was to be dragged from thenc© 

\to fuffer condign punifhment. But none were ever 
dragged from Jefus Chrift, who fled unto him by 
faith, to return again into condemnation, however 
atrocious their crimes, however flagrant their guilt. 
Here murderers, adulterers, blafpnemers, pcrfecu- 
tors, and the moft execrable mifcreants that ever 
the fun beheld, have been for ever delivered from 
their Judge. Thefe ancient towns defended only the 
natural life from the* avenger's fword, which was to 
be, however, foqn paid as a debt to nature. But if 

• P£al. u. 6. ;t ^oiQ* ^iii< 33), 34' 
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Jcfus Cbrift is our refuge, he w*!!! rcfcuc us from- 
everlafting vengeance ; he will give unto us eternal 
life, and we (hall never perifh. The refugees in the 
old cities of refuge were indeed fecored |b their 
lives by the laws of the land. But the promife of 
God that cannot lie, and the oath of God which can- 
not be recalled, are two immutable things, by which 
their eternal liappinefs is fccurcd, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope fct before them 
Happy believer, thy confolation is ftrong indeed; 
ftronger than the afBidlions of life, ftronger than the 
fear of death, and ftronger than the terror of judg- 
ment. Why ihouldft thou not difmifs thy fears, 
when thy never-ending fafety from the moft dread- 
ful dangers is fo amply fecured, that God himfelf, 
for whom it is impoflible to lie, would (O blafphe- 
mous thought 1) be perjured, fhouldft thou ever come 
into condemnation ? ** The eternal God is thy re- 
fuge*, a very prefent help in trouble, though the 
earth be removed, and the mountains carried in the 
mtdft of Che Tea, though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubledf." " 

II. The Tabernacle in the Wildernefi\^ 

THE tabernacle which Mofes made in the wilder- 
nefs, by the fpecial appointment of the God of 
Ifrael, was the firft religious ftrudure in which the 
eternal Majcfty vouchfafed to dwell on the earth. 
It was a fort of a portable temple; and not unfitly 
cftcemed the centre of ceremonial worfliip. The ma- 
terials of it were collcded by the voluntary contri- 
butions of the childfen of Ifrael, who upon this occa- 
Con, offered fo liberally, that Mofes found it neceila- 
ry to ftop them by a new proclamation. The pattern 
of it was minutely defcribcd to Mofes in the mount by 
God himfelf, who ordered him to be very exad: in ex- 
ecuting the heavenly plan.. Two famous artifls, 
whofe names were Bezaleel and Aholiab, were infpi- 
red by the fpirit of God with moft exquifite a'nd maf- 

• Dcut. xxxiii. 47. \ Pfal. xlvi I, a, 3. 
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tcrly ikiil^ to finini the lioly fabric^ and* its utenfils^. 
aiccording to the divine plan. If you are curious to 
know the conftrudion of this facred tent, you may 
take this fhort dcfcription of it. 

Firft of all, there was a fpaciotts court, an hundred 
cubits long, and fifty broad. It was hunground with 
fine curtains of twined linen, that were faftencdwith 
filverhooks to pillars with fockecs of bcafs filleted 
with filver. The gate by which you entred to this 
wide area, was a hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, 
purple^ and fcarlet, and tine twined linen, wrought 
with needle work, and fufpended by four pillars. 
This ©utward court the whole nation might enter on 
their folemn feftivals, as it is faid, "enter into his 
gates with thanklj^ving, and into his courts with 
praifc.*^' Here, under the open iky, flood the altar 
of burnt-offering, and the brazen laver. 

Within the circumference of this wide and open 
court was the tabernacle itfelf, into which none but 
the tribe of Levi were ajlowedto enter, to accomplilh 
the fcrvice of God., It was a clofe tent, twenty, cu- 
bits long, ten cubits broad, and its height equal to its 
breadth. It was conflru&ed of boards of Shittim* 
wood of regular dimenfions, running intvo one another. 
Thefe boards were fupported beneath with fockets 
of Qlver, 4nd corroborated behind with bars of the 
fame wood overlaid with gold, and faflened by gold- 
en rings through which they pafled. Do you aflc, 
what was the roof of this maguificent tent ? Firft, i|; 
was covered with ten. curtains of equal meafure, of 
fine twined linen, and blue, and' purple, and fcarlet 
embroidered with cherubims, and coupled with loops 
of blue, and taches of gold. Then it was co- 
vered with eleven curtains of goats hair, hung toge- 
ther by taches of brafs. Next, it was covered 
with rams ikins. died red. And, above all, there 
was a covering of badgers ikins, to protedl the taber- 
naele, and its coverings, from the injuries of the, wea- 
ther. 

But tlK>ugh thefe boards and curtains, thus joined 
• PXal. c. 4. 
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together, made but one tabernacle^ this one taberna- 
cle was divided into two apartments. The firft was 
called the holy place, into which you entered through 
a vail or hanging of blue^ purple, and fcarlet, and fine 
twined lint n curioufly embroidered, fupported with 
five pillars of Shittim-wood, overlaid with gold^ and 
their bafesuf brafs, and faftened with golden hooks. 
Here ftood the golden tabic, the golden candleftick, 
and the golden altar. The fecond was called the moft 
holy place J into which the high prieft, and none but he, 
did enter once in the year, through a fecond yail^ of 
the fame materials with the firft, broidered with 
cherubims, andfaftened by golden taches to four, pil- 
lars of Shittim-wood, overlaid with gold, and their 
bafes of filver. In this fecret chamber of the Deity 
wererepofited the moft facrcd fymbols of the divine 
prefence. Here was the ark of the covenant, covered 
by the mercy-feat, and over it the cherubims of glory 
between which, Jehovah himfelf was faid to dwell. 
Here was the golden pot that had manua^ and the 
miraculous rod of i^aron that budded. And here 
the appearance of the glory of the Lord is fuppofed 
to have refided, and been feen on fpccial occalions. 

Such was the ftrudture of this holy tent, which was 
built }n the tafte of Heaven, reared up by theinfpira- 
tion of the Holy Ghoft, and confecrated by Mofes. 
And we muft not forget this one thing, that it was a 
moveable pavilion, and therefore fo contrived as to 
be eafiLy taken down, and fct up again. While the 
peculiar people fojourned in the wildernefs, the ta- 
bernacle fliared the fame fate, being tranfported from 
place to place by the miniftry of the Levites. When 
they poflelled the promifcd land, at fij-ftit refted at 
Gilgal, afterwards in Shiloh; in the days of Saul, it 
feems to have been at Nob ; and when Solomon began 
to reign over Ifrael, it was pitched in Gibeon. But 
at the laft it was altogether iuperfeded by that mag- 
nificent temple btftlc by that glorix)us monarch; and 
probably the coftly materials of it were lodged among 
tho-facred treafures of the houfe of the Lord. 

What jfhail we then fay to thefe things I Did the 
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high and lofty One, whofe dwelling is not with flefli, ' 
who refides not in temples made with hands^ did he 
(land in the leaft need of this moveable habitation i 
Glorious as it was^ can we reafonably think it a meet 
apartment for the Deity^ or at all adequate to the in- 
conceivably glorious, immenfe> and eternal Spirit ^ 
What a contemptible idea of the true God would 
fuch a fuppoiition infpire into the mind \ Away with 
fuch a groveling thought, fo unworthy of Ged, and 
(hocking to reafon herfelf ! But if we fuppofe, that 
thefe holy places made with hands were figures of 
heaven, of Chrift, and of the church, and exhibited ' 
as fuch to the believing Ifraelites, then doubtlefs we 
will be reconciled to that very particular regard the 
high God was p leafed to fhew to the worldy fandu- 
ary. Then we ihall be able to account for that ar- 
dent a£Eedion the ancient believers confefled, on all 
occalions, to the tabernacle of the Lord of hofts. 
Then it will not appear abfurd, that the fame God 
who fpent but, fix days in creating the univerfal 
jframe of nat^ure, fhould fpend no lefs than forty in 
prefcribing the little frame of the tabernacle. And 
^hat thefe holy places made with hands, were figures 
of heaven, of Chrill, and of the church, we are now 
to declare. 

Firft then, the tabernacle of Mofes was a figure 
of heaven idelf, that glorious high throne from the 
beginning, for this interpretation we haye the cx- 
prefs words of an infpired penman of the New-Tef- 
tament, who, fpeaking of our great High Prieft, 
plainly declares, that ** he is not entered into the 
holy places made with hands, which are the figures 
of the true ; but into heaven itfelf, now to appear 
In the prefence ©f God for us*.*^ Perhaps we 
fhould not err though we ihould think, that, as the 
Jewifh high prieft went through the outward court, 
and pafled through the holy place into the holieft of 
all ; fo Jefus Chrift, when he afcecded on high, paf- 
fed through the firft heaVen of clouds, and the fecond 
heaven of ftars; into the third heaven of angels. But 
\* Heb* tx« a4« < 
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though the moft .ho^j place was by ttfelf alone the 
moft eminent figure of the heavenly fanduary, this 
binders not to regard the whole fabric as an emblem 
l>f the fame blifsful manfion. Was the tabernacle of 
Mofes divided into feveral parts ? We know him 
that faid^ ** In my Father's houfe are many -manfi- 
ons*." Was it a place of great fplendour and mag- 
Aificence even to the eye ? ^' Glorious things arc 
fpoken of thee, O city of the living Codf •" W^as it 
the dwelling of Jehovah, where the vifible tokens of 
his prefence were feen ! In the heavenly manfions he 
nnvails the bri^tnefs of his glory to all the faints 
around him. Did priefts always officiate iihere? 
The faints in light are both kings and priefts unto 
<^od. Were the curtains broiderded with cheru- 
bims ? In the celeftial abodesr are the innumerable 
company of angels. Was it replenilhcd with all se- 
csfiary furniture and provifion ? In heaven is the 
true light, and the living bread, fulncfsof joy, and 
pleafures for evermore. Did the voice of praiie con- 
tinually refound in the earthly tabernacle ? The eter- 
nal regionsare forever filled with loud hofannas. Was 
hoUnefs and legalpurity required in all who trodc 
the venerble courts of God'S ancient dwelling place ^ 
Nothing that is defiled can enter the heavenly Jerufa- 
lem. And, laflly, as the tabernacle was fprinkled 
with blood by the Jewifh highrprSefl, when he pene- 
trated its innermoft reccflcs once in the year, with 
the names of all the- tribes engraven on his heart; 
even fo the blood of Jefus Chrift has confecrated that 
high andholyplace, that finners of the human kind 
might not be for ever exclnded from dwelling in the 
beatific prefence of Jehovah. When the everlafHng 
gates of heaven were by fin for ever barred tigainft us, 
thebloodofChriftwas the key that opened them again; 
and the believers in his atoning blood may enter in* 
to heaven itielf with greater boldnefs th^n the high 
pried: when he went into theholieft of all; ^han the 
Levites when they officiated itithe holy place, or 
than the people when they approached the ontward 
court. 

• John iiv. ». f PfaU laxvli. $. 
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A fecond thing ^hich tbe tabernacle of Mcrfes did 
moft undoubtedly reprcFent, was the perfon and fu- 
ture incarnation of the Meffias himfelf, who was made 
flefh in the appointed time, and tabernacled aniongus, 
and who fpake of his own body when he faid to the 
Jews, ^'Dcftroy this temple, and I will raife it up in 
three days*.'' Was the tabernacle a work of heaven- 
ly arcbitedurc? The human nature of our Lord wa^ 
prepared by his heavenly Father, and curioufl;^ 
wrought, by the operation of the Holy Ghoft, in the 
lower parts of the earth. Was it the habitation of 
the Deity \ '<In him dwells all thefullnefs of the God»- 
head bodilyf." W^s it anointed with holy oili 
The moft holy humanity of our Lord was anointed 
with the Spirit, which God gave not by meafure unto 
him. Was it embejiflicd with a variety of ornaments \ 
He was adorned with every divine grace* Was it ta- 
ken down by the Levites, and removed from placets 
place, till at laft it was conveyed to Jerufalem, where 
It remained in the temple \ The human nature of 
our Lord was diflblved by death ; reared up again by 
bis .re fur region ; and> laftly, tranflated into the hea- 
venly tejnple, which mnft contain him to the time of 
the reftitution of all things. Was the tabernacle th« 
place where God met with Ifrael ? Here he communed 
•with them ; hwe they prcfented their gifts, and flew 
their facrifices ^ and even prayed with their faces to* 
wards it, though at the remoteft diftance. It is eafy 
to fee here a lively Bgure of the one Mediator be- 
tween 'God and man. In Chrift alone we have a clear 
revelation of the divine will ; and by him muft we 
prefent our fpiritual facrifices, and do in his name 
whaUfoever we do whether in word or deed. We 
ihall only add, that as there were two apajptnitfiTui^. .^^ 
the holy and the moll holy place, whicb4tt4de, how* 
ever, but one tabernacle : fo in Chrift there is a bu- 
sman nature, fignified by the holy place, and a divine 
nature, reprefented by the holicft of all; yet thefc 
two natures are myfteriouily united in one perfoM 

* John ii. 19. t Col. ii. y. 
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The third and laft thing prefigured by the taberna- 
cle, is the church, that holy fociety and myftical 
body of Jefus Chrift, which, in fcripture-ftile, is the 
houfe and temple of the living God, in which he 
dwells and walks'. We (hall enumerate fome of the 
moft glaring parallels between them. The taberna- 
cle was planned by the wifdom of God himfelf, who 
condefcended to adjud the minuted particulars^ as 
th3 loops^ taches, and the pins, and peremptorily 
required, that all things fhould be done according 
to the original pattern. And who knows not, that 
all things in the gofpel-church are planned by the 
fame unerring wifdom, and how much the foyereign 
Archited has teftified his difpleafure in every age 
eigainft the inventions of men in things pertaining to 
God ? ^' All that I command you, that fhall ye do ; 
ye (hall not add, ye (ball not dirainifh*.*' This is 
the law, this is the prophets, and this is the doc- 
trine of Chriil and his apoftles. The tabernacle was 
executed by the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, who 
refted on Bezaleel and Aholiab, to fit them for this 
fcrvice, without whom they were no more capable 
of it than other men. It was the fame Spirit that 
defccnded on the bleflcd apoftles, the wife mafter- 
builders, of the gofpel-church, without which they 
could not have been qualified for their honourable 
work. Yea, it is the Holy Ghoft, ^ho, by his com- 
mon gifts, makes ordinary minifters workmen that 
.need not be a(hamed. The tabemade was compofed 
of very different materials, as goid, filver, wood, 
ibrafs, fcarlet, blue, and purple cloth, fine linen, 
r^m.s ikins, badgers fldns, and goats hair : yet all 
thefe different materials, combined by J;he work- 
__.«.-;i»^Jl«ill> conduced each intheirkind to thebeau- 
.ty and p«^^dion of the ftrudure : and the g(^dcould 
^nqt fay to tlie brafs, nor the fcarlet to the goat3 
hair, '^ 1 have no need of youf.'* So in the fpiritu- 
.jSil houfe, the materials of which it is conipofed, that 
^,^ tlje believers in Jefus Chrift, are men of div^.ecs 

* I>cut. xii. 32. f I Cor/xii. ii. 
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nations, difFerent ftations in life, unlike natural tem- 
pers, unequal gifts and graces, and various niinif- 
ters : yet being fitly framed together \yy the operati- 
on of the Holy Ghoft they gro-w into an holy temple in 
the Lord. ,The fyramctry of the ancient tabernacle, 
the nice conjundicn of the boards by niortifes a^d 
bars, and of the curtains by loops and taches, were 
not fb delightful to the eye of the body, as it is plea*- 
fant to the eye of the nihid to fee brethren dwelling 
together m unity, perfed^ly joined together in the 
fame mind, and in the fame judgment, and carefully 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. The tabernacre . was covered with 
many coverings, with 'fine twined linen, with blue,, 
purple, and fcarlet, with ram ikins died red, with 
goats hair, with badgers U'ins. By this means it was 
rendered extremely clofe, and finely proteded from 
the injuries of the weather. May not this recal to 
our mind the ample protedlion and fecurity of th# 
gofpel-church from the heat of God*s anger, and from 
a.11 worldly tribulations under the rich, the ftrong, 
and the broad purple covering of Immanuel's righte- 
oufriefs ? For " the Lord is their keeper; the Lord 
IS their fhade on their right hand : the fun fhall not 
finite them by day, nor the moon by night; the 
Lord will preferve them from all evil; the Lord will 
preferve their foul*." The tabernacle was orna- 
mented with gold and filver, and curious embroi- 
deries ; and though without it was not inelegant, it 
•was, however, mod magnificent within. Even fo, 
the beauty of the gofpel fanftuary does not fo much 
ftrike the eye of fenfe, that looks at the outward ap- 
pearance, as it is obvious to the fpiritual fight, that 
looks at unfeen things. Would you difcern the true 
glory of the fpoufc of Jefus Chrift, look not at her 
face becaufe the fun hath looked upon her: but the 
king's daughter is all glorious within. The taberna- 
cle was anointed with oil when Mofes confecrated it ; 
and the church has an undlion from the holy One. 
Xhc tabernacle was divided into fcvexal partitions. 
♦Pfal. cxxi. 5, 6, 7. 
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oatward court might denote the vifible church.; 
holy place is an emblem of the church invifible ; 

the hoiieft of all rcprefeuts the church-tritim- 
ut in glory, to which none are admitted but the 
al priefthood. By baptifm we enter into the firft, 
regeneration into the fecond^ and by death into 
third* O death, it is thine to-puU afide the vail 
nortality that intcrpofcs between the holy and the 
\ holy place ! Happy they who enter by faith, and 
by a vifible profeffion only, into his fandluary, 
ch he has fandified for evermore. For as there 

no poilibility of coming at the holieft of all^ but 
pafiing through the holy place ; even fo it is im- 
ible, if we arc not now partakers of his holinefs, 
»e hereafter iharers of his glory. 

III. The Temple efSelotnon. 

^HE fecond and laft material habitation of Jeho- 
vah was the temple, which Solomon^, that mag- 
rent monarch, reared upon the hill Moriah in Je- 
, lem, the metropolis of his kingdom,* to the ho- 
r of the God of Ifrael. The plan of it was dida- 
by the Spirit unto his father David, who was 
hibited from executing it himfelf, becaufe of the 
ody wars he had waged in the Courfe of his life. 
5 workmen were partly Ifraelites, and partly 
itiles of Tyre. The materials were the beft trees, 
mod precious metals, and large hewn ftones, 
pared and fitted for one another before they were 
upon the foundation, that the noife of axes and 
imers might not be heard as the building rofe*. 
; ftrudure itfelf was fixty cubits long, twenty 
ad, and thirty cubits high, and, like the tabernv 
confifted of two apartments, "the holy, and moft 
r place, or oracle. You entered this temple on 
eaft by a (lately porch, which was higher than 
edifice itfelf by ninety cubits, and may be confi- 
d as the fteeple of that facred palace; The length 
his porch was equal to the breadth of the princi- 
houfr; ;i»d the breadth was the half of that lengt^. 
* I l^in^i tii. 7. 
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Here ftood the two famous brazen pillars, -whofe 
names were Jachin and Boa%, that is, ft ability and 
ftrength : though they were placed there, not for the 
fupport, but for the ornament of the lioufe. Ty»'o 
^ open courts furrounded the whole fabric, and fide 
chambers were built round about againft the wall. 
A row of narrow windows that Hoped within, illu- 
minated the dome. The ftrength and beauty of God's 
fan^luary were the main things that diftinguifliedthis 
finifhed piece of architecture: for the dimenfions 
were far from being wide, but it was fupported by a 
ftrong foundation of large and coftly ftones, and or^ 
naniented within in the moft fplendid manner, with 
planks of cedar, plates of gold, glittering diamonds, 
and figures of palm-trees and cherubims, 1 his 
was that holy and beautiful houfeVhich the Chal- 
deans were permitted to demolifh for the fir ft time^ 
and the Romans for thefe^nd time, a.thoufand years 
after the firft foundation was laid. Seventeen hun- 
dred years have now elapfed fince the final defolation ^ 
of this folemn temple, which nevermore ihall rife 
beneath the builder's hand : for it is the. will of God, 
that in every place, and n-ot injerufalem alone, he 
ihould be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth* 

As the temple of Solomon was built for the fame 
end with the tabernacle of Mofes, without all doubt 
the typical meaning of the one and of the other was 
alfo the fame^ Was the. tabernacle a figure of hea- 
ven, of Chrift, and of the church ? So alfo was the 
teniple, it was a figure of heaven, the glorious habi- 
tation of God and angels, where the righteous—^- 
flourifli like the palm trees that were ,car\ed on. the 
walls, ferve him continually, like the priefts that 
entered into the fandtuary ;• — and go no more out, 
•being eftablifhed for ever like the pillars tliat gra- 
ced the porch of that holy place. And as the ftones 
which Solomon ufed were all hewn and prepared be- 
fore they were brought there ; fo allrb^ftones of the 
celeftial boufe, or the members of the triumphant 
-church, are alfo prepared unto glory. Kow is the 
iitae when their natural roughnefs and afperity 1% 
K 2 
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taken away by the ikilful operations of the divkie 
Spirit^ and the various aMidtions of this life, iwhick 
excrcifc them in this vale of tears, that they may 
reft for ever and ever in the calm regions of everlaft- 
ing peace, where no jarring found is heard, any more 
than there was of axes and hammers io the building 
of the temple. It was alfo a figure of the humanity 
of the Meffiah, who fpake of the temple of his body> 
when he faid, *' Deftroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raife it up*.'* But, without refam- 

ing what has been already hinted on this head, let us 
only further obferve, that the temple was equally as 
the tabernacle, a figure of that holy foctety th« 
church, which is his body, whether we confider the 
plan, the materials, the workmen, or the buildins 
itfelf. 

The plan of the temple was deftgned by God no 
lefs than that of the tabernacle. Nor could any wif- 
dom inferior to divine have adjufted the model of the 
fpirituaihoufe, which the angels themfelves admire. 
The materials were prepared, and the ftones fitted to 
one another, before they were compa<3:ed together, 
fo that noify tools were wholly unneceflary as the 
building arofe. An expreHive emblem this, of that 
peaceful harmony which ought to reign among the 
builders of the church as they carry on this holy 
work, and which would be eafily attained, if none 
but poliOied lively ftones, as perfons duly qualified^ 
xvere admitted to become a part of the fabric. The 
"workmen were Gentiles of Tyre, as well as Ifraelites. 
^^'Was not this a prelude of the future vocation of the 
Gentiles, that even the fons of the ftrangers, and of 
thofe that are a6ar off, fhouid bear a part in buUdiiig 
the vv alls of the gofpel -church. 

Chiefly let us confider the building itfelf. It Was 
fupported by a ftrong foundation. What fliould this 
•be in the antitype but Jcfus Chrift, the foundation 
which God hath laid in Zion, on which all the apof- 
tles and prophets have bulk themfelves and others 
from the beginning of the world, and to which alone 
' * John n. 19. ^ 
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rlie church is indebted for that unihaken (lability 
'vvphich laughs at all oppofition \ It was illuminated 
S?vith many windows. For the church -is a lightfome 
liouie, in which the true light fhines. It was fur- 
rounded with fide chambers. Emblems perfiaps of 
the different vifible churches^ which belong to the 
Tame univerfal body. It was adorned with gold and 
cedar, and its very floor was crufled with the mo(k 
precious metal. This may remind us of the inviiible 
glory of the chureh^ where the meaneft oflice is ho- 
nourable, and the meaneft member excellent. It was 
graved with cherubims and ||a]m trees. This may 
denote the miniftry of angels ui the church, and the 
eternal verdure of all that are planted in the hoiife of 
the Lord. It was fronted with pillars. Though ill, 
alas 1 did they anfwer their name. Where was their 
(lability, where was their (Irength, when the Glial-, 
deans carried them away \ But though the pillars of 
heaven tremble^ the pillars of the church fhall (land, 
and thus the gracious proniife runs to every the 
meaned believer : " Him that ovcrcometh, 1 will 
make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he (hall 
go no more out*.^' It was inhabited by the Deity, 
at^iahoufe of prayer for all people. So in the church 
are the vifible tokens of the divine prefence, and ho- 
linefs becomes it for ever. It was repleni(hed with 
coftly furniture. And in Chrift Jefus, the gofpel- 
church really poflefles all the holy utenfils of the an- 
cient temple. But this mud be more largely decla- 
red. 

First, The ordinance of the Ark and Mercy '^e at. 

lt*17HERE fhould we begin, in'entime rating the ho- 
W ly utenfils and furniture of the tabernacle 
and temple, but with the facred cheft, commonly 
called the ark\y fometimes the ark of his ftrengthX^ 
the ark of the covenant^, the ark of the te/liMony\\, and 
the ark whofe name is called by the na?ne of the God of 
}frael%? Well may we eftecm it the heart of the 
'« Rev. iii. la. t Jofli. iv. it. \ Pfal. cxxxii, 8. § Numb. x. yi 
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worldly fanftuary. It was the firft holy implement 
the inrpired artiU Bezaleel formed, and refided in 
the moft venerable apartment of the holy places 
made with hands. Its dimeniions were fmall, but 
its- materials were rich and magnificent. It was 
made of the beft cedar, or Shittim-wood, and over- 
laid with pure gold both within and without. It was 
edged round with a border or coronet, and covered 
above with a lid of the fame precious metal, called the 
'm^rcy-fiat. For the convenience of carriage from place 
to place, in the ambulatory ftate of their common- 
wealth, there were fattened to its four corners fo 
many golden rings, into which they put ftaves of 
Shittim-wood, overlaid with gold, that were never 
taken out, but fuifered to remain even after the ark 
reftcd in the temple, and ceafed to be a burden to 
the fhouldcrs of the Levites. Within this fplendid 
chad were depofited the two tables of ftone that 
were hewed by Mofes, and infcribed with the finger 
of God, after the fir ft were broken. Before it (as 
is moft probable) were laid up the miraculous bread, 
that was preferved in a pot, and the miraculous rod 
of Aaron, that blofibmed and brought forth fruit. 
The firft was a ftanding memorial of the choice je- 
gard of Heaven to the whole nation of Ifrael ; and 
the laft was a perpetual* fign of his favour to the 
prieftly tribe of Levi, and family of Aaron, Above 
it two cherubjms of beaten gold, rifing out of the 
two ends of the mcrcy-f«at, and looking towards it 
and one another, ftretchecl out their wings. Befides 
thefe fniall cherubims, there were other two of gi- 
gantic-ftature, which Solomon reared'up in the moft 
holy place of the temple. But their precife ihape 
is perhaps impoffibleby us, at this diftance of time, 
•certainly to be defined. This was that venerable 
utenfil which it was death to touch or look into, 
iinlefs by the perfons appointed for that purpofe. 
The fuddenrfate of Uzzah, and the fevere cor region 
<)f the men of Beth/hemifh, are dreadful inftances of 
its vengeance. When HVael marched through the 
wildcrncfs, the ark is faid to have gone before, acd 
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explored a place of reft for the congregation. The 
parted ^vave of Jordan, and the. falling, walls of Jeri- 
cho, confefled its power. Once it was a prifoner in 
a Heathen temple ; but, Paleftlne, fhort was your 
viftory, fmall was your caufe of triumph I Soon were 
the proud enemies obliged to refund their fpoil, and 
Dagon could neither defend himfeif nor his worfhip- 
pers fronr perpetual infamy. Once it bleflcd the 
houfe of Obed-edom. But at laft, after many remo- 
vals, the fplendid temple of Solomon received it for 
feveral ages ; where, as is moft likely, it perilhed 
in the common ruin of that holy and beautiful houfe. 
But the fubjed of our prefent inquiry, is the myftic 
fignificatJon of that facred iuflrument, for the recep- 
tion of which, both the tabernacle was reared up, 
and the temple built. 

And, firft, It was a-^vifible reprefcntation of the 
throne of Jehovah, the King of Ifrael, whofe royal 
palace was the temple. The law in the midft of tho 
ark, on which he fat, fignified the equity of his go- 
vernment, or that juftice and judgment are the ha- 
bitation of his throne. The cherubims at both ends- 
of the mercy-feat, were doubtlefs emblematical fi- 
gures of the bleffed eled angels that fnrfound his 
'throne, and fly fwiftly to execute his high commands. 
Thegold of which they were framed, may fignify the 
purity of their effencc. The number two, may per- 
haps denote the perfe<f^ harmony, and mutual love of 
the innumerable company af angels. The polition of 
their faces towards each other, may intimate the 
fame thing. The adoring attitude of their bodies, 
may reprcfent the profound veneration they have for 
their eternal Sovereign. And their flying pofture, 
^ ^for their wings were expanded, and touched one 
another,) didfurely indicate the expeditious alacrity 
V'ith which they fulfil the heavenly commiffions. 

It was alfo a repofitory for the table* of the law, 
which were the inftrument of that folemn covenant 
made betwixt God and that peculiar people, (an em- 
blem of the covenant of A4am;) and hence it was a 
■perpetual pledge of the divine favour and prqte<ftion 
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to their nation, if they fulfilled their obligations to 
the King of heaven ; and a witnefs againll them jf 
they Ihould prove unfaithful. The gold and cedar 
xv-ere fit emblems of the invaluable worth, the fpot- 
Icfs purity, and the perpetual duration of the inclo- 
fed law. In imitation of this ordinance of the God 
of Jacob, the facred chef Is of the Heathen feem to. 
have been invented, to contain the holy books or 
niyfteries of their fupcrlUtion. 

But efpecially, it may be confidered as a figure of 
Jcfus Chriil, the promifed Meflias, whom ail the holy 
things feem to have pointed out with one confent. 
There will appear to be no contemptible likenefs be- 
twixt him and this moft holy veflel, if we attend unto 
the following things : the materials of which it wa« 
framed ; the dcpoHtum which it contained ; its orna- 
ments ; its ufes ; its virtues ; and, laftly, its removals 
from one place to another, till it refted in the tem- 
ple. 

The materials of the ark were cedar and gold.. 
What hinders us from thistothink upon the conlHtu- 
tion of his wonderful perfon, whofe humanity is like 
the cedar, the fruit of the earth, bnt not fubje<ft to 
corruption ; and his divinity, like the gold in the ark, 
embofoms his human nature, ennobles, but is not 
blended with it ? — The depolitum it contained was 
the fecond tables of the law ; for the firft tables were 
broken before. In Jefus Chrift we may fee that law 
which we had broke prefer ved inviolate, and perfed- 
ly fulfilled in the immaculate obedience of his holy 
life, who fays of himfelf, ^^ I delight to do thy will, 
O God, thy law is within my heart*." Its orna- 
ments were the border of the gold refembling a 
crown ; which reminds us of the Meffiah's regal dig- 
nity ; the cherubims of glory, which fignified, fay 
(ome, the two natures of that glorious perfon who 
was fignified by the whole workmanfhip ; fay others, 
the twofo'd church of the Jews and Gentiles : but 
rather they were emblems of the angels, thefe bright 
and glorious creatures, who are fupported in their 
happy ftate by Jefus Chrift, as the cherubims were 
* Pfal xl g. 
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by the ark '; — who delire to look into the myftcry of 
inan*s redemption, and pry into it with the moft un- 
wearied attention, the mod i'ublime fatisfadion, the 
higeiH wonder, and the profoundeft adoration; — and 
who are all miniftringfpirjts, afcendinganddefcend- 
ing upon the Son of raan. — The ufcs ot the ark were 
various and important. Here God was enthroned. 
So God is in Chrid reconciling the world unto him- 

felf. Here the law was covered from all eyes - 

So Jefus Chrill, our true propitiatory, ioterpoi'es him*- 
felf betwixt us and that condemning law, which ne- 
ver fails to curfe and kill all who prefume tomeddle 
with it, but as fulfilled in him ; for when the com- 
mandment comes without him who fulfilled it, iin will 
revive, and, like the men of Bethfhemiih, we will die. 
Here oracles were given, and " Here," faid God to Wo- 
fes, *' will I meet with thee, and commune with thee 
from betwecji the cherubims before the mercy-feat, 
■upon the ark of the teftimony*." So Chriftisthe 
meeting- place of God with man, in whom he deigns 
to reveal his gracious will and pleafure to the fallen 
creature : hence he is called " the word of Godf i'' and 
is faid to declare God the Father, who never was, 
and can never be fecn by any man. And, laftly, here 
prayers were prefented, and oflferings were accepted; 
for the moft holy Ifraelitedurft not approach the pre- 
Xence of Jehovah, but as he fat upon the mercy-feat 
iprinkled with blood. Nor could the holieft .ChrJf- 
tian prefume tohope for the acceptance of his beft du- 
ties, were it not for the mercy of God in Chrift Jefus. 
The virtues of the ark are fuch as thefc. It fearch- 
cd out a refting place for Ifrael in the wildernefa. 
So Chrift is to his people the braker of their way, who 
.goe^ before them, gives them reft, and prepares for 
4iiem a plac^. It opened a parage for the ranfomed 
ytribes through the river Jordan. O Jefus, by thee 
-vve fafely pafs through the Jordan of death, and have 
abundant entrance miniftred into the heavenly king- 
.^om, becaufe thcfe waters fhall not overflow them 
who have his prefence with them, according to hi* 
"•Ex^d.xiv. aa. f Rev. xix. ij* 
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promife ! It overturned tkc walls of Jericho, when 
carried round them feven days. So fhall the walh 
of Babylon fall, and every hi^ thing that exalts it- 
felf againft God, be caft down by the preachin^of lii« 
gofpei, who 18 the power of God^ and the wiCdomof 
God. It overthrew Dagon of the Philiftines in his own 
temple, maimed his brute -image, and utterly abo- 
liihed that monftrous idol. So ihall he that &ts in the 
temple of God, and (hews himfelf that he is God, b« 
deftroyed by the fpirit of his mouth, and the bright- 
nefs of his coming. It fa»6lified the places to "which 
it came, in the opinion of Solomon himfelf; and blef- 
fed the houfe of Obed*edom, where it tranfiently refi- 
ded. It is the prefence of Ciurift that makes us holy 
and happy ; and in him we are blefled with every 

fpiritual bleiBng* The removals of the ark from 

place to place in the wilderneis, and in Canaan^ till 
it rcfted in the temple, fliall, we (ay, bear fome faint 
refemblance to the humble R6deemer,going about doing 
good while he was upon the earth, until the everJafting 
doors of heaven were opened to receive him * Or, 
was the bearing of the ark about upon the fhoulders 
of the Levites, a figure of the miniflers of Chrift bear^ 
ing his nam« amons the Gentiles, in all tho corners 
of the world ? The ftavcs remained always in the ark; 
perhaps to intimate, that no place or nation ia abfo- 
lately fecure againft his departure from them, who 
have nofuitableefteem forhis gracious prefence with 
them, in the diipenfation of the eternal word. 

It is long fince the Babylonians deftroyed this glo- 
ry of Ifrael ; but we have an ark whereonto they 
have no right to approach who ferve the tabernacle. 
John faw it in th« heavenly temple. The Old Tcfta- 
ment ark, like the covenant it confirmed, is vaoiih- 
ed away. But the New Teftamcnt Ark, in whom 
the new covenant (lands faft, fliall abide for ever in 
the prefence of Jehovah. Nor is it death for any 
to look into this ark ; for the Word of life was 
looked upon with the eyes, and handled with the 
hands of men. Let it be our one and chief delire, 
that -all the days of our life we may abide in his 
houfc; behold his beauty^ and enquire an his temple* 
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Seco-ndly, 7 he ordinance of the goldeh TaiJe^ 

THE table of the fliew-bread was a principal part 
of the apparatus of the middle court or fandu- 
ary, and a piece of very nice and coftly workuian- 
fhip. Like the ark, it was made of gold and cedar, 
^rn^ihented with a golden border and crotvn,furhifli« 
ed with golden rings for carriage, and with goldeit 
difhes 'and other neceilary utcnfils. On thiis par6 
table were laid twelve loaves, according to the num- 
ber pf the tribes. They were made of fine flower*, and 
piled u^ in -two rows, crowned with frankinccnft. 
Thus they ftood continually before the Lord, but 
were renewed every Sabbath -morning; and the dale 
bread was to be eaten by none but the pr lefts in the 
holy place. 

As to the meaning of this fervice, perhaps it wa* 
a continual thank-offering, whereby the ifraelite« 
teftified their gratitude for the fine wheat of Canaan. 
But it feems likewife no contemptible figure of'Chrift 
Jefus, both perfonal and myfticel j which is to te 
now declared. 

And, firft, it feems to rcprefent Chrift Jefus him- 
felf. It was a golden table, to denote his nioft inya« 
ioable worth, who is precious to them that believe. 
It was a crowned table, to fignify his royal dignity^ 
and the royal dainties wherewith he feeds his people 
who eat the bread of the mighty. It was amoveable 
table : for tlie difpenfation of his gofpel is not con- 
fined to any particular fpot of earth, but has been 
frequently removed from one place to another. It 
'was a furniflied table, furhifhed both with provifions 
and veflcls. In Chrift we have all things pertaining 
to Jife and godlinefs; for " it hath pleafedthe Fa- 
ther, that in him all fulncfs fhould dwell *.^^ 

But let us confider the provifion wherewith this 
table was loaded, and we (hall fee how fitly it qua- 
drates to Jefus Chrift. — It was covered with loaves'- 

• Col i.^^. 
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of bread. What bread is to the body that Chrift is 
to the foul| that is — ^the ftaiF of life* Like bread, 
he is of the moft univerfai nfe, of the moft abfolate 
neceffity, and prepared for our fpiritual food by va- 
rious fu£Ferings, as bread-corn is bruifed. The loaves 
were fine flour. Jefus Chrift is the fincft of the wheat, 
in whom there was found no bran of finful corrup- 
tion, being holy^ harmlefs, undefiled, and feparated 
from finnerjs. They were twelve in number, for e- 
very tribe a loaf. There is enough in Chrift to 
fupply the wants of his people, who may fay, ** Out 
of his fulnefs have we all received*." They were 
continually prefent before the Lord. Jefus Chrift is 
the Angel of his prefence, who appears before the 
Lord continudly as the.rcprefentative of Ifrael. — 
They were crowned with frankincenfe. This is an 
emblem of the acceptablenefs of his facrifice and in- 
terceffion, or of their fweet-fmelling favour unto 
God. They were .renewed every Sabbath-morning 
by the priefts. So the doarine of Jefus Chrift, or 
the fpiritual pro vifion exhibited^on the table .df the 
gofpel, in order that it -may prove always pdlatahle 
to the hearcrs,>the miniftcrs.of the word ought, as 
the legal priefts, to-renew it every Sabbath; not in- 
deed by preaching noviei dodtrines, but by clothing 
old truths in a..new drcfs, or, to ufe. the expreflSon 
of our Lord, ** bringing out of their treafury things 
new and oldf ." By this means the attention will 
be fed, wcarinefs relieved, and appetite ;increafed. 
They were eaten by the priefts in the holy place, 
after they were removed from the pre fence-table; 
So Chrift the bread of God muft be eaten, that is, 
believed in, that we may receive from him both life 
and ftrength. The minifters of the g6fpcl muft fecH 
on that fame Chrift whom they exhibit unto others ; 
j\i>d ail the faints are that royal priefthood, whofe 
privilege it is to eat this bread of Gond. And if o- 
thers are admitted to the moft h6ly ordinances, the 
rable of the Lord is contemptible inlieod. I Ihall 
-only add, that unlefs this heavenly bread had been 
• John i. 1 6. f Matt. xlii. j*. 
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firft prefented unto the Lord^ he would n<rt have been 
prefented to men as food to the hungry foul. 

Let us now conlider the fhew -bread as an emblem 
of the church which is his body, of which it is faid, 
*' We being many, are one bread*.** Indeed the 
number of the loaves correfponding to the number 
of the tribes, did certainly intimate, that they re- 
prefented the Ifrael of God. Chriil is that corn of 
wheat which fell into the ground and died, that he 
might not abide alone ; and from him believers grow 
as their parent root. Chrift is that golden table that 
continually fupports and prefents them before the 
Lord. They were crowned with frankincenfe j for 
their prayers are directed to God as incenfe ; and 
the intercefBon of Jcfus Chrift perfumes at once their, 
perfons and works, as with all the powders of the 
merchant. They were difpofed in two regular rows ;. 
which may denote the comely order of the churches. 
They were renewed every week ; ib one generation- 
of Chriftians fucceeds another. Or perhaps we take 
occafion to think, how diftafteful unto God are ftalc 
and mouldy profeflbrs, who have left their firft love, 
and are like Ephraim, as cakes not turned. They 
were, laftly, to be eaten by the priefts. May we be 
allowed thus to allegorize thislaft particular ? When 
the faithful have ferved their generation, and are re- 
moved from further ufefulnefs in this world, they are 
not rejedted as ufelefs altogether, but they become . 
the inheritance of Jcfus . Chrift, the true prieft ; as 
the old bread was not caft away, but fed upon by the 
typical priefthood in the holy place. 

Thirdly, Th^s ordinance of the golden Candle flicks 

OVER againft the table there was a golden can* 
dleftick fet on the north fide, that the fandua- 
ry might never be dark. It confifted of a large ftalk 
with fix branches, and every branch was in three 
different places adorned with a bowl like an almond, 
a knop, and a flower. The tongs and fnuff diihes 
were pure gold, as the candleftick itfclf. At the ex- . 
* 1 Cor. X. 17. 
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tremeties of the ftalk and branches ^e re fe v en liikips^ 
Avhich were fed with pure olive oil, and lighted eve- 
ry evening by the priefts^ who burned iocenfe at the 
fame time. 

Was not this an emblem of the trae li^t that 
lighted every man that cometh into the world? Not 
only is JeCus Chrift, in many texts of fcripture, re- 
fembled unto the light of the fun, but it is (aid in one 
place, *' Thou art my lamp, O Lord, and the Lord 
will enlighten my darknefs*.'* The pure beaten 
£oldof this candleftick may denote the fpotlefs holi- 
nefs, and the invaluable worth of Jefus, who was 
beaten, if we may fo fpeak, with the hammer af ad- 
verfity, and made perfedk through fuffering. The 
oil that nourifhed the lamps, is an emblem of the 
Holy Ghoft, that anointed him to preach glad ti- 
dings to the meek. The number of the lamps, which 
was feve'n, imports the pcrfeftion of his light. The 
fan£^uary where they ihone., is the church ; and the 
priefts that trimmed them, are the minifters of the 
gofpel, whofe office is to elucidate the myftery of 
Chrift. The light, which was fhed alt around: from 
thi^ candle(!ick, may reprisfeftt the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus, which 
ftines into the hearts of the royal priefthood ; or 
the ligh* of the fcriptures, which are the ray« of 
Jeftts Chrift, and to which we do well to take heed, 
as to a light that fhineth in a dark place. 

That the golden candleftick was alfo a figure of 
the church, will appear very probable, when we 
confider, that Zacharias, an Old Teftament prophet, 
faw, in the vifion of God, ^s her emblem, a golden 
candleftick, Aipplied with golden oil from twa olive 
trees; and John, 9. New Teftament apoftle, when he 
was in the Spirit, beheld our great High Prieft in fa-, 
cerdotal robes, walking in the midft of the feven gol- 
den cand4efticks, which were the feven Afian church- 
es. But let us, for further proof> obfcrve the like- 
nefs of this facred uteniU to the whole and every 
particular church. 

* 9, Sam. xzii> ip. 
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Wc fhall, firft, confider the caadleftick itfclf.-— 
Its ufe was to receive the materials of the light, and 
then to fpread it abroad. Even fo the church receives 
the truth in the firft place ; and then holds it forth^ 
by purity of dodrine, and fandity of life. 

Its matter was pure and beaten gold. The church 
may be ? lamp defpifed in the thoughts of worldly 
men, and efteemed as an earthen pitcher: yet in the 
eyes of the Lord (he is comparable to fine £old, O 
how the gola becomes dim in the prefenc« of faith and 
holinefs ! She is pure gold, being purged from the 
droTs of reigning corruption, by the blood, by the 
Spirit, and by the word of Chrift. She is beaten 
- gold, being partakers of the afflidions of the gofpel. 
By thefe means fhe i» a veflel made meet for the Maf- 
tcr's ufe. For fhape, it was divided into fix branch- 
es, united by one common ftalk. This fignifies the 
coalition of all true churches and found believers^into 
one great fociety, which is. founded upon their com- 
mon relation to Jefus Chrift, the centre of union. 
The ornaments of almonds, knops,and flowers, which 
decorated all the branches, may denote the vari- 
ous gifts and graces with which every church fhould 
be adorned, that ftie may with greater dignity hold 
forth the word of life. The tongs and fnufF-diflies 
"were not more neceflary appendages to. the golden 
candleftick, than church cenfures and brotherly ad- 
monitions, are to every fociety of Chriftian3. By 
means of thefe inftruments the lamps bunned clear^^ 
and the floor of the holy place was not fuUied. So 
the dlfcipllne of the church is an excellent means to. 
preferve the lamp of gofpel light from dinipefs, and 
the temple of the Lord from defilement, by the fur 
perfluity of naughtinefs. The oi! burning in the fe- 
ven lamps of the candleftick, is an emblem of the 
Holy Ghoft, in his various gifts, who refides in the 
church ; is compared unto oil, and unto fire: and of 
•whom the apoftle John fpeaks in this enigmaticafc 
manner, when he faw the vifions of the Almighty, 
** And there were feven lamps of fire burning before 

S a 
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the throne, which are the fevcn (pirits of God*." 
So mach for the candleftick itfelf. 

Let us now glance at the miniflrj of the pri^s a« 
bout this holy veflel. Tljey were to fupply i* with 
oil, to trim the lamps, and light them every ev^nii^, 
and to burn incenfe at the fame time. Mijght not this 
fignify the watchful care of the mintfter of the faisc- 
tuary and true tabernacle, who walks in the midC! 
of feven golden candleftick^, imparts unto them all 
neceflary fupplies of the heavenly un^lion, quenches 
not the fmoaking flax, bpt (irengthens the things 
that remain, and are ready to die; while at the fame 
time he offers unto God the grateful incenfe of his 
prevalent interceffion in their behalf ? AndAay it not ' 
further adumbrate the duty and^office of air the mihi^ 
fters of the gofpel, who, in the evening 6f the world, 
are lo light the lamp ordained for God/s Anointed? 
'* They fhall teach Jacob thy judgments, O Lord, 
and Ifraef thy law : they ihall put incenfe Before 
thee; and whole burnt ofierings upon thine altarf/' 
It is their province^ while they direifl unto God 
the incenfe of fervent prayer, to m^ke their lamps 
burn dear, by fapplying them with the oil of pare 
doftrine, and trimming them witti the tongs of whole-* 
fome difcipline, and falutary admonition. ** For Zi- 
en's fake let them not hold their peace, and for Jeru- 
falem's fake let them not reft, till the righteoafnefs 
thereof go forth as brightnefs, and the falvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth:^.'^ 

Fourthly, The ordhance ofti%s golden Altar. 

IN the inner part of the fanftuary, there flood a 
fourl^uare altar of Shittim-wood, overlaid with 
gold. It was enconvpafled with a golden crown, fur- 
fiiflied with golden rings for carriage, like the ark 
and table of (hew bread, and graced with four golden 
horns at its four corners. To-this facred altar none 
but the priefks were to approach ; not to offer propi- 
tiatory facrifices, as upon the altar of burnt offerings, 
but to burn incenfe' offweet fpices morning and even* 
• RcY, iv. J. -t Dcut. xxxiii.,10. \ If Jxii. u 
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ing before the Lord. The confcaion of this facred 
perfutne is minutely prcfcribed, withaftridt prohi- 
bition of imitating it for any other ufe. It was a fi- 
gure of the interceffion of the great High Prieft before 
the throne^ as the altars of burnt-offerings was a fi- 
gure of his fatisfadory oblation upon the earth. Let 
us firft attend unto the altar, and next unto the in- 
cenfe. 

The altar itfelf was, firft, a golden crowned altar 5 
which lignifies the glorious dignity of the royal inter- 
ceflbr, who is a Prieft upon his throne, and is fet down 

on the right hand of the heavenly Majefty. It was 

a f^^uare altar, equally refpeifting the four corners of 
the world*; to denote how acceliible he is to all the 
ends of the earth. It was a moveable altar, capa- 
ble of being tranfported where-ever the church of 
Ifrael went: an emblem of his perpetual prefence in 
all places where his name is recorded, or where his 
people are affli<Eled. A jail, an ifle of Patmos, a lion's 
den, a fiih'^s belly, a fiery furnace, arc all alike to him, 
who never leaves^ never forfakes Tiis chofen, and his 
called. It was a hidden altar, to which none ap- 
proached cXcept the fons of Levi. To know Chrift as 
their intercecding Priefl, is the diftinguifhed privi- 
lege of all the royal priefthood. Tbcfe only fee him 
by faitb> whom the world feieth no more. But as the 
w^ay to the golden altar of incenfe was to pafs by the 
brazen altar of burnt-offering ; fo none can come ta 
Jefus, as ever living to make interceffion for them, 
who come not to him as dying once to atone for their 
guilt, and put away their fin by the Sacrifice of him- 
felf.-=^It was a horned altar. And what fhould tliefe 
four horns at its four corners portend but the fVrength 
and prevalence of his interceffion, whom the Father 
heareth always, and who is able to fave unto the Ut- 
termoft all who come unto God by him, from the 

four winds of heaven ? It was an altar flained with 

blood : for tho' no facrifices for expiation were offered 
upon it, yet Aaron was commanded to-tip i\s horns 
every year with the blood of the atonements. The 
blood of Jefus Chrift the righteous is the ftrength of 
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his advocacy. This blood prefented for ever before 
the throne of God, enforces all his fuits with louder 
cries than ever the blood of Abel fent from the groundi 
imploring vengeance on the firft murderer. 

From the altar let us come to the incenfe burned 
upon it. It reprefents both the merks of Jefus Chrift, 
and the prayers of all faints. 

' The merits of Jefus Chrift is that incenfe in which 
the prayers, and tears, and works of all the faints 
are clad, and wherein they afcend like Manoah's an- 
gel, before the prcfence of Jehovah. That incenfe 

was coropofed of fweet fpices, that ihed a rich per- 
fume ; but not fo grateful to men as the fweet-fmel- 
ling facrifice of Chrift was favoury untoGod. That in- 
cenfe was burned in the fanftuary, while the people 
were praying without. The appearing of onr High 
Prieft in the heavenly fahdtuary with the fweet odour 
of his merits, by no means fupercedes the prayers of 
faints on earth. ** For thefe things will God be," not 
only folicitedby the interceffion of his Son, but "in- 
quired of by the houfe of Ifraef, that he may do it for 
*' them*.'** That incenfe was continually burned be- 
fore the Lord, and was a perpetual incenfe through- 
out their generations. The interceffion of Jefus Chrift 
is everlafting, becaufe l^e ever livcth. Never, never 
{hall it be difcontinued, till all its ends are fully reachr 
ed, and the laft ele£t veflel prayed home to glory. — 
That incenfe was not to be counterfeited, or imitated 
for atiy other purpofe. Dctefted by the impiety of 
that harlot-church, who confides in the merit of any 
faint, living or dead,afcribing, on whatever pretence, 
the Mediat'or's glory to another. But the time ap- 
proaches, when this counterfeit incenfe, the commo- 
dity of Babylon, fhall no more be bought by the mer*- 
chants of the earth. 

The prayers of faints are alfo faidto be diredted as 
incenfe before the Lord, and are refembled to odours 
preferved in vials of gold, by a New-Teftament wri- 
ter. Prayer is that incenfe, which, according to Ma- 
laclii's'predidion fliall be offered to the name of the 
Lord in every place. Was the holy incenfe com- 
* 'Ezek. xxxvi 37. 
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po!in<}e^ of various fwect fpices ? The graces of the 
Holy Ghoft ate the precious ingredients in the effec- 
tual prayer of the righteous. Some of them were 
beaten very fmall ; perhaps to intimate, that broken- 
nefs of heartland contrition of fpirit, which the high 
and lofty one requires in the worihippers at his foot- 
ftool. — The fire that burned the incetife, may denote 
the fervency offpirit required in acceptable worfhip. 
— But take heed of the fparks of your kindling, and 
lift up holy hands without wrath : for the incenfe 
mall not be kindled with fire from the kitcheji^ but 
the altar. — Was the incenfe burned morning and even* 
ing continually? And can we reafonably think the 
incenfe of prayer and praife /hould be lefs frequently 
a<Mreiled to the God that dwells in the heavens f Jefus 
Clirift is the altar ; Jefus Chrift is the Pried who ftands 
'With his golden cenfer, by him your incenfe of prayer, 
and your incenfe of praife fliall go up for a rnema* 
rial before God, and meet with gracious acceptance. 
Without him even incenfe is an abomination unto God j 
any the lAoft fdlemn duties are a fmoke in his noftrils^ 
and a fire that burneth all the day. 

Fifthly, The ordinance of the brazen Altar » 

LET us next confider the altar of burnt -offer ing, 
which was a chief part of the holy furniture both 
€>f the tabernacle and temple. Its materials were 
brafs and' cedar-wood ; its /hape four fquare ; its (la* 
tion was in the outward court. It protedled criminals 
that fled unto it, fandified gifts, and alimented the 
priefts. It was ornamented with four horns of brafs 
flottrifhing from its corners, and upon it the facred fire 
was kept perpetually alive. The ceremonies of its 
confecration laded for fcven days ; and it is called by 
God an altar mofl holy^ that fhould impart a legal holi- 
ncfs to every thing that touched it. In ordinary cafes 
it was not lawful to offer facrifices upon any other 
altar but^his alone. 

That Jefus Chrift is the antitype of this altar, the 
apoftle to the Hebrews permits us not to doubt ; for 
fpeaking of him, he fay, *' We have an altar, where- 
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of they have no right to cat nvha fervc the taberna^ 
clc*." He fay« not, alters y as >f they were xnanj, 
but an altar ^ fpeaking of one ; and this altar is Chrift^ 
As the interccffion of Jefus Cbrift was typified by the 
golden altar of incenfe, fo the altar of burnt oife ring 
reprefentcd both h»s fatisfadion in geneFal, and bi» 
Godhead in particular. Let us begin with the firft. 

It reprefentcd the perfon of our Redeemer^ as the 
propitiation for our. fins. It was a brazen altar. — 
Was it not the fame glorious perfon whom Ezekiel 
faw like a man of brafs, with a. line of jBax in his 
hand to meafure the temple ; and whofe feet are dc- 
fcribed^ in the vilions of John, 14ke fine brafs^ as if 
they burned iu a furnace \ Brafs is a cheap and com- 
mon metal. When by himfeif lie purged eur fins, he 
ihoiie not with golden luftre ; for his vifage was mar- 
red more than any man's^ and his form than thefons 
of men. Brafs is a ilrong metal, and fit ^o endure 
the fire. Our ttrength was not the (Irength of ftones^ 
our ^ili was not of brafs, to dwell with derourim^^*^ 
fire, to abide with everlafiing burnings : but Chrill 
was the mighty One, who, felt the power of God's 
anger, and was not devoured by the fiery indigna- 
tion.— ^It was a horned altar. Thisfignifies the ftrengtii 
of his atonement, both to fatisfy the julHce of God, 
aod pacify the coafciences of men. — It was a four 
fquare altar : an emblem of his perpetual ftabllity, 
who is the fame to-day, yefterday, and for ever. — 
It was a public altar. For the death of Chrift was 
to be a tranfacbion of the moft public kind. — It was 
a burning altar, on which^ the fire never went out- 
The Holy Ghoft is that eternal Spirit of judgment 
and of burning, through whom he offered up him- 
fejf unto God, and who dwells for ever in the Son. 
A^tU this holy fire the great High Prieft inflamed 
hiV.Jegal facnfice of atonement: and with this holy 
fire the royal priefthood ought to kindle their moral 
facrifice of praife, which they offer by him cantinu- 
ally. — It was an holy altar, and by the law of Mo- 
fes, admitted not any riral. So Jefus Chrift is the 
* Heb. xiii. lo. 
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one Mediator between God and man. To multiply 
mediators is no lels condemned by the New-Tefta- 
ment^ than to multiply altars by the old. — It was an 
adtar moll holy, .that fan&ified all gifts. Whether 
we prefent unto God the meat-offering of alms, the 
drink-offering of tears, the peace-offering of thankf- 
givingy .'the heave-offcring of prayer, or the whole 
burnt-offering of body and foul, by him alone they 
are fandified and accepted, as the altar fandiHed the 
gift. — It was an altar that prote£led criminals who 
fled unto it ; though, for fome crimes, they were to 
be dragged from it to fuffer condign punifhment. In 
Jefos Chrift the guilty (inner finds a refuge from le- 
gal condemnation ; nor can they fail of making peace 
with him, who by £aith take hold of his (Irength, be 
their crimes ever fe attrocious. — It was an Altar that 
nourifhcd the Levitical priefthood who ferved at it, 
and were partakers with it. . Even fo the happy per- 
fbns who are made priefts unto God, and pa rtakers of 
Chrift, receive from him, not a uatural,.but a fpiritual 
and eternal life: "For he that eateth me,*' himfelf 
declares, ** ihall live \,f me*.'* 

But in a particular manner his Deity feems fit to be 
called the altanon whlth.he offered his humanity: 
for he was his own alt|rr m)'lefs than ours. It was 
not the wooden crofs bn which he died, that ferved 
him for an altar. Farlefs can the material table on 
which the holy memorials^are exhibited in the facra- 
snent of the fuppef d^rve.auy fuch glorious epithet. 
Hear what himfelf fays\bout the altar, and the gift. 
*' Ye fools and blind: foi^whethcr is greater the gift 
or the altar that fandifies Yl|e giftf ?" Will any dare 
to fay, that the wooden crdfe, was greater than the 
foul and body of the Redeemdor who expired on it ? 
or that the table of the fuppeh^s greater than tl|e 
confecrated fymbols of his bod^ a?9Mi blood ? If it be 
impoffible^to find any thing greater t!h|n the humani- 
ty of the Lor-d and Saviour, except his d^H^n divinity; 
Itis own divinity, and nothing clfe, muft fce the altar. 
Did the altar fupport the gift or vidim w^leit was 
* John- vi. -57. t Matth. xxiii. 1 9; • 
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Wrn in^' upon It ? It Vis il4i^ CUIMai bf^SktiJl^Jliiigt 
Yiipporred the inanhoo^d'ffohf'lhilkiVJgHiM^tldreilJtil-ti- 
till fufferings he patierttlj ^ndiircd.* ^'Oidi-^ke^^tut* 
fanctifV the gift* that touched k ?'llf w^fc th^Ok^hy^ 
Chrill that fairdtfiedth^ gifts of kifffaftmaiik^^^tidiiii- 
^parted a dignity and value to the facrlfke of^hls W« 
dy and foul. The fins of many are faily eiepikted'by 
the fufFerings of one^ becaufe he rs God^ and l^e|^» 
none clfe ; befides Mitt there isr no Savionr^ * - * - 
Dtcffed be God for fuch an High pri«fl: .^-ihcte «> tem« 
pie ; fuch a facrifice ; fuch an altar off burnt^^f^ficHii^ 
"and incenfe. We have an altar, »ot ofniy in 4h^tttidit 
>f the land of Canaan, bat In the mldft of tli)C'lkiftI«;oT 
K^ypt, to which riie fons of the (h-ang^^$ hia^HM^g 
their facrifices. We have art altar whicli God will ^«- 
ver call off; a fanAoary -which he •will n'ev^t'^h^. 
'The great atoningfacrSfice is already offered i/p i'^IHir 
Vemain^ f6r us, but to rendcrnntoa graciouS'Gkidl:^ 
talvc5, not of the flail, bdt t)f the Irps^ airf thif fe^H^ 
flee of praife cent inn aliy. ' - »'^ c i: .. 

Sixfmr, The ordbiantic ffhe irazsntavtrr*^ ^ 
' - ' ' ■ «^ . • • . ■ t . - ' 

rpiIE divers wa&ings iajoi^dlinh* bw ^M^ea^ 
X were no doubt a very, fi|«nifiejSAt l<Rin»fa*«f.tIntt 
jitnai tcconoroy : for not onl^ did t^e- He s«tii^$ nati- 
ons adopt tius.cuaooi in their Mie w«i^p ^^s^^ 
nary gods: bu^ a fhadow,of it f$4liH ret^ineM^ t^: tOic 
Chridian baptiijn, the iaitiatjifg iM;d^«GK^ ef^^b^ 
fchurch. The daijy luftration>f the LeVlticaJ prieft*. 
hood,\vc fhall prefeiuly gla;4cc at. •*- i 

At the eotranoe of the.^tfecrnacb of thecangragt^ 
tioa, before you come t(^he brazen aitar, w«*fet/»bv 
the appointment of tl^r Lord, a ©ure*ve^> o«r i«W> 
af polifliedbrafs. 'fhe niaterials of .k were f^l^nilii. 
ed;by fome rdjg^s wome^^who ednipliiRcacod'^thiSr 
loaldiig^glaific^Jbir this purp<>fe ; .cohCeci^atifig the{^ 
iDftrjJineats,..atrhaps of vanity, to the factcd ufetof 
^doripg^ the^or£hip of the ijue -God. ^ Thm^' the 
fiiapc -pi itjjis veflcii»>not ]»inu:tely ddiirih«d §)ldfc- 
ies^ It wg.^^ ger- ainly fp contriy^ed, as the water it con- 

1 
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taiafid might be fmptW by y^otf or pipes ; for th0 
prifi&a were ordered^ on pais of death, to waih their 
haods ^ni fort at thi^ hyer M^beo tUey went iato the 
taberwacle, or.appvoacjied uato th^ altsr. At firft 
thU waihmg pot was probably of fmallG^e i^at when 
Solomon biiik bia magnifiQeAt ^emplf > he-nade alftE» 
-a iav^r of large duoe^iions^ which, on account of the 
iiags quaanity of WAter it was capable to hold> waa 
£aUe«l a m&ken ftHy and fet it .oq,a bafe of twelve oxeu 
•of br^i not without the dire^ion of HeaveQ, at we 
iBayweU prefiune. 

0»d the^uce and holy Ciod i«|end by this law only 
to require from his worihipp^rs the putting away the 
iiith of theflefh^ which might be done wiin i^iaterial 
-w-ater, and by fuch as h^d neither their hearts clean 
-nor their hands pure \ It wa/hiug the body with the 
puneft water an adequate pr«pajration for coning int^ 
the prefiinceofthat <7od, in whoie %ht the heavens 
are not clean f Far be it from us tQ harbour fo foolifh 
athou^t. The purification of the ipul fro^i fpiritu* 
al peliution was the thing inte^dc^d by this carnal or* 
>diH^fice. The laver is jefus thrift bimfelf^ who clean* 
-fes all die royal prieA hood from the foul conta^on 
<pf fin^ by the Word which he fpejaks unto them^by the 
^Irit which he iheds upon them> and by the blood he. 
poared x)ut for them. Waa xhe laver a. pore and clean- 
ly vefiei \ This may denote the innocfsnce and fpotieff 
purity of the glorious Immanue)^ together with hi» 
^tnefs topreferve all that are in him holy^and unbla^ 
meable. Was it a large and capacious veflel^ and 
fhevefore ftiled a fea f This may remind us of that 
vaft and inexhauftible fulnefs which ever dwells in 
the New-Teftament laver, by which he is able to 
fprinkle many nations/ and waih away the crimes of 
all who come unto God by him. Was it an open vef- 
felythatftood inJ:he mod public fituation \ A prophet 
ftiles the blefied Redeemer, '^ a fountain opened in tho 
houfeof David^ and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
foriinj,andfor uncleannefs*." Was it aconfecrated 
vefiei i for Mofes anointed the laver and his foot with 

* Zach- xUt. z. 
" T 
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the holy anofnting oH. Cbrift JefiM-Twas cbnfeGnHd 
for evermore to his favrng 'c(^e> aad anointed /vitb 
the Holy Ghoft in themoft «fl)pJeiQeafure. Wssiftlkp- 
ported by ttvelve oxen- in tfa^- temple of Solomon ^ 
Thefe brazen figures, that looluetl to ^11 the wiads of 
hea\6n; may tiscabfurdly be viewed a&^mbl ems of the 
twelve apolHc8,Avho bore Chrift s name to the Gen- 
tiles ; who poured the do^rine of falvation in allthe 
quarters of the world. For not only does the mimber 
of the oxen correfpond to the number tjf the apoftles 
of the Lamb ; hut the fervants of Chrift arc in^ ether 
paflagcs held forth under the iemblem of thefe fobiiil^ 
'{aburiousis, and ufeful animals. 

But the ufc which the priefts under the law were 
commanded to make of this vefiel on all oc'cafions,- wi- 
der the fcvereft penalty, ia the inoft remarkahle ^r- 
cuniAance we are to attend unto. They were tb wafli 
their handsand feet with the water of this yeffcl when 
^hcy entered the tahernacle, on pain of death. Ihefe 
priefts arc figures not only of all office-bearers intiib 
church, who ought to he pur^ and holy; but of all 
the holy iiation of Chrifttajis ; who Having a great 
High Pricft over the houf(& of God, ought to draw near 
with true hearts, and \v the full afibrance of faitk, 

Slaving their hearts fprinkled from auevil confclence, 
and their bodies walked with pure water. It -is true 
they are walhed and juftified already, in the name of 
theLord Jf fus, and by <the Spirit ofvour Ciod ; yct^ill 
they need to wafti their hands ^nd feet. The fins of 
daily walk demaud fre(h application tothelaviH^ofhis 
fitoning blood, even from the hoiieft faints on e^rtfi. 
Faith is the hand by which diis purifying water k 
applied to the'confclcBce. WoiUd we approach to 
God in holy duties I w^ould we afcend the hill of .the 
iiord, and ftand in his holy place I then, in a ipecial 
manner, mud we lay afide all filthinefs, and ifoperjBui- 
ty of naoghtinefs, refolviug with the fwejet -finger of 
]frael, ** 1 will walh mine hands in iunocency, and &• 
will I'Compafs -thine altkr, O Lord*.'* But whoever 

;Ahey be who prefer the mire of their .fin to the la ver 
• Prai. xxTi. 6. 



» 1 1 ... Th: ordinan^ pf tk^,4kfumittng Oil. 303 

iAx9^ iiiiA:foap)&fe;th.eirii^vo.^ifigrhtqQufne6, the\jfii;|U 

il^hefor^ the i**t^^fhQ ^#^^d«4 From his beat}% pre- 

. Ten^e^^ad becotajefto ab]fiom»^^ptx>aU fleflifor eviqr- 

Seventhly, T^he oh^rtdnce ef the anohrting OIL 

IJ^ Jefus.Chrift we hayeaJlTo tbi? antitj^pe of the le- 
jgaitVn^tipn, no Vets than* cf die cliyerS 'wa/hhigs 
a^d jfecrifices, which is to be declared.' Tbfe Jewifh 
llBilKfgiver ,i;s poipn)iiided ih a very particular 'man - 
©ji?r, .to,-take unto him of the principal fpices^ fivie 
hundred fliekels of pure niyrrli, — half as much of 
fv^ept fcinaaraqn, — five, hundred Ihckels of caffia, — 
_aip^ hftlf.as^inuch of fweiet calamus. Thcfe precious 
. ipgri^iients w,er.^ to be compounded by the apothe- 
cary's art in. a/ hip of olive oil. The dfe of this ho- 
^J^;oi\-wa^s i^o^auoi'nt the tabernacle, and its furniture', 
*;|^; Aaron. YfUh )jis fons. But it was ftriftly foVb*iiI- 
4iMirtQ^ apply It to anjotlier nfe, to put it upon dtiy 
ttr^^gcK, or to mak'e any thing like it, after the 
4.<»mpofitiqn of it- *^ This," faid God to the Ifraelrtes', 
^41 b^^ a hpl^ anointing oil to me, throughout 
yquir gencratipn?*.*' Let Us come to the concealed 
H^jjftery of this ordinahceJ 

. Thca was this type fulfilled, when the Lord*s A- 
ijolj^^d was ?n^ued witH the gifts and^grates of the 
P9ly;;Gho,ft, .>yhicli jQod >ave not by meafur'e unto 
ix\%%*- Hear what: hlmfelf declares by the mouth of 
.the,prophe;t Ifaiah,"*,^ The Spirit' of the Lord is upoti 
ipQ, becaufe he hatl^ anointed tnef.'^ And therefore 
arf the.difciples ofChrift filled tfAr//?/^,vf, becaufe it 
is fupp.oftd they have, alfb ajy»aion from the holy 

Surely it Is not without ii|8icient reafons, that a- 
Dolnti.ng with oil, and receMng the gift oF'tlie'Hbly 
Ghoft, are phrafes of the fapie import in the lan- 
guage of infpiration. If oil is of a healing nature, 
and6t,to.appeafe the anguifli of rankled wounds, the 
spirit of God is that mollifying ointment; by willefi 

♦Exod. MX. 31. . - ^ t Ifa. ki. J. 
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ihe'ifotthis, and bruifts, aitfd trntrtfyhi^tot^^^diik^ 
ioned hy th« fall, afc gtadvalty healed, until «t t^ 
the core is fo completely trr ought, <4pat »r6t a fciar't^ 
niainft. If oil is of a be°atitlfying ^isality^ a^d tm^ei 
the haman face to fliine ; by the benign agency tf 
the fan£tifying Spirit^ our fouls are made as the 
wings of a dove cov^i'ed with filver^ and are prc- 
fentedat laft in preicnce of his glory, w i thbtrt i^t 
or wrinkle, or any iuch thing. If oil h favotify to 
the taftc, imparting to otli^r efculent^ an agret^61)e 
flavour; without the Spirit what is the word itfelf 
but a dry morfcl ? but when heiheds his kindly fe- 
fluences, then do we find the word and eat ic ; it i^ 
to us the joy and rejoicing of our heart, ff-oil Is m 
exhilarating virtue, greatly refrefliing the aniisiLl 
Spirits of them who are anointed, this puts ni'in 
mind of the reviving operation^ of thfc CdfttfdriH", 
^ho is the Holy Gholl,the trufc oil of ^adn<rfs, *Mfhjf^ 
froit is joy and peace. In thfe fa ih6 manner 5i'etni]^ 
apply the ftrchgtbning, fofttilng, plreftfrviftg, fiffijfrif* 
atihg properties of thi^ (laple eomi^ftodity of Cai&tBrii^ 
to the like operatio|is of the divine Spirit. 

But let us rather reflca opon the l^^cial qt^lil^' 
of the holy ahoihting oil, which l^ofes made accdfd^ 
ing to the divine difpenratbl^y. It Was c6nip6aMe^ 
of various coftly ingredients ; tb rfept^feflt JptifeJ^S, 
tlie great variety of henvetiljr^ifts and gracfcs, ^15^ 
are conferred by the Spirit of the Lbrd, and thie^ 
verfities of his opiratlohl. — ^It flfcfcdi taoft deHgfartfuI 
perfume, even to a proverb, when pdured on At 
Head of Aa>on.-'Of a greater than he it is faid, "^ ^I! 
thy garmeiits fmell o^^iyVrh, aloes, ahd taffia* f*' aM 
again, ^* Becaufe of th|%^bur 6f thy good ointfe^htsi; 
therefore do the virgi^.iovc thcef.'* The quantity 
•^Tiich Moie^ made wajCidhfidfcrably largt, a^d ftf- 
ficient lo anoifit both thfe frleft the tibethacle, itWi, 
all itsiacred vefFels. May Hot this faintly adtftnb«tlfc 
the fuilneis of the Spirit, by ^hich he i^ khieiiot dti. 
ly to anoint oiir greau High IVietl, bfiit Hkewife ^H 
the fanaified veflilg that itirt ih^de ih^tt Ibf thfe ta^ 
f Pfal. 3^1v, f^ .iStfli^i. 3,' ^ 



t/5y>^u&? ,J^t r?K^» mi^Ja^ful, to make: any thing like.it ^ 
a^ild |:]be Jiews aifii-iB^Miith ^reat probability* ^Jiat it 
>Kas. never but^ opce prepared ; tbough they fabuloui- 
Ijr add, that, it wafted not by ufe for many generati- 
ons. , Xysfroaj^ denote how difi>leafing it is to*. Goi 
^afounterfeit his IJoly Spirit; and as we are to try 
t^S^l^its, whether they be pf God, fo in all genc'ra- 
tlpi)^, there Is but one Spirit, ^s there, is one bo^V 

ijyrUicai and on,c hope of our calling The prphi; 

]^i|:io)i. of putting any of it on a (iranger, may wgnify^ 
that the fpiritual undion is the peculiar privilege of 
faints, which, to ufe the expreilion of our Lord, t^s 
lixprld cannot receive. And, Laftly, as this anointing 
g^ ^14 fanftify the perfons and things to which it 
yyas, applied, confecrated them for ever to the fer} 
yjce of God, and entitled them to his protection ;.{q 
tjip^ happy fouls who have received not the fpirit o£ 
ti^e \yorld, but the Spirit who is of God, are izxiOS^ 
S^d, inutile name of the Lord Jefus, and |>y the, Spirit 
j^por Gqd arc fealed unto the day of redemption^: 
an^.t;he ijndion they have received abideth in them. 
Becaufe of this anointiugi t^ieii* yokes fliall. be det 
troyed^.". To^ch not mine anointed, ye encmie';| of- 
t^ei): filvation," will the Lord fay, " and dp no.. 
j^a|;m .to my .peculiar people**'. Let. others drink 
^ii^e in.bowls, and anoint them with the chief oint-- 
ipqnts ; but give us O LQr4> this holy oil for ever? 

^^Qr^. V , \ ' , . " y.- \ ■•;■ "./ 

... i^f. The Land 6f Canaan.. ^ '' 

THE. land, that flpwed with pnlk and^honey dej* 
fer>'e,s a particular conrideration among the o- 
jtii^.r,.,ftadows of. good^ things to, come* , God pror 
j^ifed to tiie fathers of thehplr nation,, ** I will give 
3i9¥ Jl^^ Ij^ndof Ca^n^a^j the lot of yoiir inheritance;!^ 
jj.v/^<?n th<?y \y ere but a/ew meji in number, jea^ very 
;fe>yi and. ^l rangers to it f/' This promile he ber^ 
J^prm.c^ to their pofterlty at the, appointed time^ 
.jfheii u^ndcr the conduft or' Jofhqa, he drove out th« 
>^a^hep,ar»d^ planted. ^hepi. But wasthlj alfw^ftb 
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Go^^proVlclcclfbr W's people ? WWr tte^fteftf^iDtVii'- 
cartmy inheritance, the •bliTsM l#o|>b'lil€^^l3fp|^t>tt^^ 
the beiieviiig parf-iarchs Vd tlie ftW Wd fct^il hc^i^, 
their pilgrimage? Was there 60 dther Yrfl rfc^ajn* 
ing for the p'oplit 'of Goa, btft tfekt^liHlfch ^ 
ih'Ja gave them? .Iliea Indeed they h*ad ''fedeh fijer* 
on the whole confidsfable Ibicfs fej their Yt'HgloU, 
and God would liave beeft afh^ineift td lie caYt^ll tlffi^l^ 
God, It is true the caVtWy taMah'^US'fc t!^n<f!6te 
country, % land rfl)rookVoT^'at*V,*d?fdCStktn»%ld 
dcep^, that fprang obt of the^atfeyli ^'tfd yQft:-^^ 
laTid where they did cat fritter df ktfee/ Wd- iriftk "rff 
iheep, fat oftanibs, and ram% of the1)i%ed of BaQiiAiy 
and goats, with the fat of kidneya, and Wlre%\ ; th*^'. 
did drink the pure blood otl'he gra^y^ ':^ IsTiii ^jj^h^e 
rich foil prddiiced whatever cdQlilift^fe1:3&^biF;3€JJri 
or load the board of plenty. *Bbt, ffla^J lirtat iTrfifel- 
mockery had it bebh, to propdfb no tubliift^b 'fcajdj?*- 
ui'ents than thcfe to.the lovers of hid "bli^l^ fittAfl^t 
Are Tach things an adeqba*tc poftioh t6 1tlft%hrrtio*t*l 
fpirit in man f fiefides, thepaYriarchg thett^ctvbs^^ 
jouirned in the land of pronfffe as ih%i ftrShge cbifffl^yr 
and ha^ not f0 niach as a grave to ^ill'lfh^ir oH^ tm 
bought 'with mohejr.: And ^hetr ptoftfeiritj^, th6^^[seiy^ 
pie of his ;holincfs; po'flefea Tt %irt*a T\i.iY(t lt^(^i 
What was the language of all thiis ? l5l8tt i^'^l^^ 
claim fn loudeft accents, both to thfc ptftrlftrch^'ailft 
their feed, *^ Arife ye, inddeparti 'ftir thi» te'"fi^ 
your final reft* ? 1 have provided for you, O lAfv "p^o^ 
pie, abetter heavenly country;!^, ofwhlith tbis.plca- 
fan t 'land *is but the pledge a'fid fh^dbV/^ ' 'fifeybim ^ft 
doubt, the gocily batriarcli^ Ke^afied ^ yrdmit^d 
land in this amrable li^Ht r aftd Tt isHirfr'dlPO Hna-^ni 
how l^ofes. that wile aiicl great ljiWgiv<^r> '^<ia\A h'iVd 
fieen fo paflionatcly defVroiis to feb, bl^fore hfe 'AleA^ 
jthat good knd beybnd Jor'dah, If yTfehftd fifot'ec^QU 
dei^edit as'a pledge of God *s ctbrnal'rtft* Let ti^ 
]itdd to all this, the ful>Iiitie Vncothitfiiis thfet rfi% ^^n^ 
Ty where 'beflpwed upon Caff^rih, 1h IVIt^s, aftid '^he 
i(>rophefcs. *Shufcly there Wis nblfhteg ^bbtttMhS^ tlO» 



i^il^ t^«aitbti^'^ttt|tlfc H to (bell bjgh elog^ms, . 
aSf^^tlrtr^gJof^ olf ^11 Iwndte*, the plerafaut iandfi and 
tiljfe Itod, 'O^mw^ao'elt/' • B^t -wlicn w« view it a», 
a *3r|«? cS" die hta^etily inh^rhancf^ the propriety of 
tlr<^ girlKDd fcpith&ts iimnediately diifcovcjrs itielf* 
Lt^-tftftfe where the re femWattcc lie^^ 

*C*fiWft ^Tjat a latri ^iginally pofftfled by ^ther ilA- ' 
t^'^^m^y^lioni tli^ IJorfldr6T« o6t for their wickednefii, 
rt' U Spfei^ed m tjw icrajptoxt8,.t*atCbe cfcleftial , 
tfrafn^^R'B wttc frft itthaWted by thcfc tnce ^rc, but , 
n&iic apc^tt. fyh-xt9| vrho for rebeliiM ftgamft their . 
ctftlrMl S^«^n, *^erc 4irbpenxittt frem God aaid , 
Hiii^i tmft tbeiY plat^ft in, hraveti fkM know them a* •, 

gJiStt All ttlT)*^. 

^0tf«Fa$iiHiidt>f«ma^ifigfenUity> AiB^dfuchiB the 
t|Str^ cctedVftelifioii of the beti^venly Father^ as to 
ieiawib^f by 'earthly fitttilitodcs, Ijhat ftillnefe ef joy 
itt/M^ 1>e|tt!fio pt«eleiice,. and &U the |iidh varkty of. 
4|]r»^»»il attd eternal b^e^gs. The plenty of Ca« 
Htyn^ :^lreTe they did ^at bread ^ithotit fc^ceiieft^ 
-mif^ aiH^embl^m df t'kt f«tiM(ii of Ck>4^s houre. Ja 
fxvmtnk ijftti 9iaH n^t wanft adny gffoA thing th^t pan 
lriJ|Jfftfeftirt of their liatores, or cotidcKive to theft 
ttifip fcH<iity • There, to lift t?he prophewc *ile, ;*' the" 
t]$o>|i.atai$8. (hftll 9rtfp 'down fweet wine, ^nd the hi]U, 
IliaSHb^ TwSrti raifk^/' They fball not benger nor 
•6»hrft>: for fife trte of life for ^tfver ha»g« otft 4iia 
j^Mta^ ftait,' mi t'be<«/MeT of iiflfefor-everroit^ ixi 

. H wa« ajprotoMcdlaira; andpromlfed longWforo 
ibiP pofleffitm tras aiftirally ta?ken,to rtic fe*h«rof their 
H^tloo, Tooriiundredatiflthrrty years%ctfo*e tlie law^. 
^^tovfcn.fo^ettltriial'Kfe-tvras proimfed tto <:hrift,tfhe cver^ 
'ibftiQg.'Facther, notonfly alrtecedeat ^ -the, good »WQrk«j 
(tf llis Teed, but before the,M»*pria: land though" j;hp 
L^piIkI is ndtilackcoflcormng hrs proin]fe,yet ^e b^vt; 
'jiced of 'prfrte^ce, even thoti^ we have doae the will 
■itf God„tbW ^e fnary inherit the pronrffes. 
- .lt'Wa'8 aland which their own rigbteoufnefs coul^ 
'iXiifpyufnFit^z^iyfhich their o^n.fword oouldpot^rei;- 
• lack, ax, 7. f ?W .«Ti-.?4r ^ %/|. wi. 8, 5 Joel iil. it 
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cure/ Tteir i^^o^Mll intai$ jft, i^ ^^E.^ Wg^fe??*"??: 
aiccibcd to .th« foy^reiga gca(^ aiid.apvftF^t.<^e^;^m, 
o^Godv'Who flieived t^ his pcpp4c,tUq. j)QYferji?f**)li&, 
vorks« f Uat be mi^ht give -tl^ena the heritajg^^'Sf fhe, 
Heathca. Should we v^iinly arrogate unto oarfelves 
the honour of defer ving, by ourbeil works,.oitifr accefs 
W tbe heavenly iohcri^ancc^ there is oap that co^» 
demns us, ovciji Mofcs in whom we truft- \\ Spea^'mot 
thou in ho^rt/* fays that great law ffiver to hlVpNPQ- 
plc, *' for my righteonfnefs tlie Lord hath brought mit 
HI topodl'fs this land. Not for thy righteoufnefs., or^ 
the.uprightnefs of thine heart, 4t>ft thou go to poflcfs^ 
i| ; for thou art a ftifF-necked people*.*' Can any be' 
foablprd as toaffirnii that though the earthly inberi- 
tMtice'cOiild not, yet th« heavenly inheritance may be* 
n>crii;cd by works of righteoufnefs th4t we have done i\ 

It was a .land te which ^>iey went throiighmany. 
l^ardihip^ and df/HquIfies, through floodsj.anawilcter-! 
n^flesj and legjops of opp^fing foes. , They Ha ii to'th 
r^eal and iojaginary difcourage/nents to grappjie with., 
Eyen fo the. kingdom of hcave^ fuffers vipleivce, apd.. 
tjirough muph tribulation we mud enter into ity,'thoi^h 
it be a pur chafed .poScffion, and a promife<3L inheirJ- 
tauoe. t Bui as neither Sihon king of the Amor ites^. 901: 
Qg kiug of Bafhan, nor ^he/ormidabje j;l^nts jtJEie ions 
of A.nak> could IVm^r the ffraelkes from t^e'^^proplr 
fed Teftj. fo fieither .ftiall.tlrc powe-r . of, the ^iitmyj 
hQwever igrea^t .and ^ dreadful, be^ahl^ to ; retard the 
meanefl faint, who takes unto h.im the w,b6le arraouf 
©f<iod,»n4 with; determined ardour fiditji t;Jic ^o63 
fight of faith, and lays hold on etero^Ufe. \ 

. i( w as a 1 5^nd ;W hi ch^many defpi fed » an 4 t hrp f ujvlii?.- 
JJef they ciame (hort afthe promife, and their ^.arc^^fes 
fell in thp ^Yildernefs^ And many, ,^las i prefer- .the 
pj^fen': pleafures of lin ito, alf th<? ravilhing proige^, 
Qf;eternity. Inftead qf fcekingthis.better cQiintry a+I 
the days.pf their life, it is the land which they 'ahho^i 

J It. was. ajand which the Ifraclitos obtained Jidl'tifl 
"Moftis.was dejad, i^ioue are bronght.to heavei),. ^ill 
lAf>yie .4e?4 fo tbp Uw by th.ebody ojt^j^hrifl^^ . 'ii^}^ 
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xhiPttm jfoflifiii, ' W- tfhe Ca^itiiii of MvtnXm, ytha. 
brhi^ 'ttiany fohs tii&tb glory, . HHd coilda£t« them 
tfifb^jjbthe Jordstircrf dciathv into the Uhcnta«ce in* 
cbnrirptMc, inidcfikd, aiid^kdt f«deth wlok away. 

V. The b9ij City ofprt^aiemy and the hi>Iy Hilt of Zh/K^ 

BtJt tre liittft not forget thee, O Jerufiilcm, thoitf 
ftiihed metropolis of Jndea, nor that adjacent hill; 
oflAo^ftlre royal refidei^c^ of Davtd, where the tem- 
pie alfo ftood i Stochgloriout things have b*en ipoki»&t 
of thi( city and motintain. as can by no meiaD;s agree: 
to them, when viewed only in the letter. Ic is {od^ 
rety loftgfince Zton was ploughed as a field, (iote th6; 
palaces <>f Jerufaiem have beeh Iff yelled with the- 
gf^oxin^ i** Gd yc op ttpon h^ walh/' fiiid God to tl»e. 
viftorions Romin army, '*^ and take away her t>|it tie* 
iMtiU, for they are not the Lord's V *ui: Oil! there, 
is a rpirittial Zfoti, on which the Lamb (lands wkh: 
Hs Redeemed trrhes ; ftlll there is a heavenly Jeftrfa- 
letn, to which thit general aflembly and church of th*; 
fb^bi^ra are faid to come. What Aotild this-fplri- 
vaUl ZioA and heavenly Jerafalem be, but the militati€' 
and triumphant chorch of Chrift, of which the earth- 
ly Zion and the Worldly Jjprnfaicm, were the Ihadow 
aind type ? The old mount Zion was, -eqaally wiil^ 
ili^tiikt Sii)a!, a mount that tnt^t be touehedi being U 
€dff)drreal fi^hdance : and the o^ld Jerufalem was a ci^ 

S^ th^ dilghtlietased to its fodndations : b«€ the tra^ 
Ion is a fpiritual thing, whtdh cafitiot he tench ed i- 
^'nd €h^ nrew Jerutai^m is a cky that hath fonndatidos^ 
afid nfcver can be m^yed. 

iThero Wcra hifls more ermintpnt than Zion, Imd 
te^WtiS mofep6tefft t^an jferofaltrin ; yet no niountain 
^ chy mukt^ (o diftinguifbed a ftgiwe in the ftcre«l 
|iage. It was ftott?he natural clegaface of Zion and Je* 
fXIfale^i), nt)r the fbrtlified fituatioii of thefe" placet^ 
that t^Oi&M efttitle thewt to fhch high enlogmms as ar^ 
eVcf5fr-Wh€rfc beftoWed opoft them by tlic inipired pifen- 
Ittfen. It is tme, indeed, the bcautiftil Titoa^tion ti€ 
ftkfbilt Zion, artd the cOmpaft fdrm f»f Jerrffhkmt whick. 
W«* tenjely to a p^rov-arb, -dt^rved their due pra1f«s ^ 
♦ Jcr. V. 10. 
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and tWIr ftrcngth, both of nature aud &rf, ^9$'hkt 
from being dcfpicable4 It may be alfo* affirmed, ^at 
the Holj uhoft iatehded a £aint reprefentatifoa of tJte 
invincible ftrength, and fpirrtaal beauty of tire church 
In the ftrength and beauty of thcfe holj places. Bnt 
the extraordinary regard wbkh the great Jbho^ah 
Was pletfed to tcftify towards bis holy fciJl of ZIon, 
»rnd hitbeloved city of Jerusalem, w the chi^f thitvg 
which exalted that little hill above the great 'moen^ 
tftins of the world> and et^noblcd that metropiolis'a« 
bovc all other cities, however populous or Ql%g»i^* 
^ent. Why do ye leap, ye high hiHs ? Why do ye etttit 
againft the littlehill of Zion, as if you were nr^ch in- 
ferior to h? This is the hill which God dcfires to 
dwellln*; the Lord will dwell ini it for ever. ;, Tliif 
makes It a high hill ; a hill' as the; hill ofr^alhan > 
tfiis renders it the perfcftton of beauty, and the ^f&f 
df tlfe ^vhole earth; ' Exactly io-, U is tlve diftlnguUh* 
irtg fvLVo^, and fovereign love 'of God, beftowed ^poa 
his church that cnobles it beyond all other TocNtle^^ 
however inferior to them in the bearuty of earthly 
i^lendour, and worldly dominion* L^t us lee then 
whnt are the marks of the divine regard to thefefa- 
cred places, which rendered them fit emblems €if the 
real'fchurch hi all ages. * "^ : 

i They were places wh^re God fet his Kiisg> airdthe 
Jtltfones of the houfe of David. Tbat illu^^ri.das^ mo- 
nafch, Who founded thelongline<jfthe Jewi^ kingsr^- 
having refcu'ed Jemfalemand Zionfrom thejtbufii^» 
by force of arms, fortified them, and made them the 
placesof his royal refidence. The fpiritual Zion is 
the-city of the great King, that is, of Jefus Chrift, 
who won it out of the hands of idolatroos Gentiles, 
Who boafted of their idoh, though lamo and blind. 
Chvlft isthe true David* who indeed was fignified by 
alj the Kings of ifrael, his lliiieil fucceflors, who. bad 
gained this notable viftory over the Gentile wot+d ; 
and, in thefevery places- where' fuperftii ion- reigned 
hath builded his church, fixed^ his throne,' and il&es 
forth'his righteous laws. If It was ^diftinguifliing 
privilege of.thcattcient'Zi(ifi.«^d JerufaUm;^t;ft^4>« tho 



(i^atof « king of Heaven's ele^ion, bow greatly fupc- 
ri.ar is the nevr J^ruiaUij) syid gol'pci Zion, in beUig 
l,ta« l(eat .off^^e t^iD^P^>Jiogar ^^ ^^^ ^P^n the tbrton«, 
^9^ basrtbiJ k^y c4 Djij^id.^ *f Cj^^ ou.t,a'Dd ihom, tbou 
iaJiabitaBt/ofZipn^.tbci'-Ki^gihall never pcrilb*. aud 
gseiit is |:hf/bol;y Uweof iJTracl in the midft of tliee*.? 
.yiiey w^JHB pij^cef ^bere Uod eftabliibed bis wo r!-* 
fhip, ^.-to whkh thfi tribes oi tbc Lord relorted, 
bke((;i^Mfe,pt- bis Jboufe at J^rufalem, Here the voice q£ 
hiapraiibtwas beards and Sacrifices Ciiine. witb. acccfji* 
.tiipce upon bis altar» Jeruf^lem ^yas tlie city of jcw/ 
»flh4oku^iU6Si anid it ia fore -told by.t^e ^ropiiet^, 
tbut tbeofK^ bo(^i)e,na,tiQns round about them fiiopld 
pity.tbem annual vifits, andjoin in tlieir holy fcilivals^ 
yiQiil fay* tbO'pi'op^ct Jfaiab, ^* From n^w moon to 
pf^Wrinooi)i aodirom Sabbath to Sabbath, iball all fle£b 
(Hi^e; tOtWOfihip before tt^e .Lord of hoftsf.*' Now> 
1% is evident, tbefe high predidions were iicver aCi" 
fs^mpiiHi^dJn the earthl) Zion and Jcrufaieni : yca,_ 
it is Impoflibl^ they can be accompli flied in their lite- 
iT-al fea^ ithe nature of things forbids it, but to the 
ipiritofti Zion, and heavenly jerufaleniy they have 
been fiiliilled, and iball be more and more accom- 
pliibed : for this holy hill may be found in all places 
of the world, and we may come to the city of the li-. 
iupg:God without a pilgrimages. 

,..'^4 hey wereplaccs^ for whofc protedion tbe divine 
pETovidence has oftentimes awoke in a very extraor- 
dinary manner. Aflcmblcd kings have come with hof- 
tile deliga again ft thefe highly favoured places ; but 
iuftead of execnting their cruel purpoCe, the joyful if- 
raelkes^ after their departure, uppa the nioft narrow: 
iofpe^ion of their towers, palaces, and bulwarks^, 
clonld not obferve that any of them was battered down 
or even defaced. This was not owing to their pwh 
ftrcngtb^but to the prefence of th«ir Ood. But this 
glor^io»s prerogative of being the peculiar care of hea« 
ten is now transferred to the gofpel church, and all 
ber true members. " They that truft in the Lord, fliaJl 
tie lik^ that mount Zion^. that can never be move4|^'' 
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PiasT, Tic F<^ *fXH6irm^€^'^,,, .V!,V» 

THE fVaft of tabcnwiches-wAs#«B m£^t ikfr^^fptmi 
fcftWa!«, in which all the nrtite«*fllira«iau(^«a^. 
ed before God in Jcrtifalera. 1« begaaotftlu lUiccttlli 
dav ofthcfcventh month, xrhichwag fear?4»j»4ift^ 
their mournful faft on the day of «xp{»ti#&,«iid«was 
celebrated with all p6(fible demoiiftratiofts of jo$t,iB6d 
national gladneft. It laftcd <Tght dtys.Md mm^^Ott 
"longeft of all their fokmnities > and «lK^ laft ^^ m 
called ifi the New-Tfeftament, thfgrwdt d^/i^^efaafi. 
^Upon fhis day, we arc informed, <* jf^t (b»e4a«d 
cried, If any m$n thirfr, let him com« HOto «e ^aui 
tlrinkf ;' alloding, a^ is commonly thottg^it^-to^a «t- 
Veraony they ofoafiy porformed on thatWec jfipn wk^ 
great pomp, though it be not com«iaii4ed in^tbe 
law:]:. On all the el^t day* they 'W#r* to dfiWtbe 
Sacrifices, which are mimiteiy cdndefcoodird BpM by 

♦ The aQCcptaiMc celebration of the following articles bciiiji fix.- 
'e<J, hj divine appaintment, to Jcrufalem,they are introdtioed hdne lo 
VxpWn and illii1>rate the great importance oCtllaC^ky ai« typical 
flac«, tho«{^h, ifi another vt«w,tbey might sKhfT afiipeat %o h^ifmg 
. Ki the head of ^yiueal tbin|;a.. 
^ f Jvlm vii 37. -« 

I TrrmcUius •n John vii. 37. obfervcs from Talmud, that tlrt 
*Jcw8 ufed, on the eight day of this fcaft, to marrcb rottpd tJ*e ak«- 
icven times, fingin^ HofknnsK, ^ih pahn brfefNr!i«a in fbctr iiMMK 
•in memory aI the Ilraelitft, in the <kiy« ^ Jtifli^a, ^ifasr ft»ic<;luf^ 
.r.9iiiKl jcricbQ fovcn timw on t|»e <Uy .osC.i^ fi«^l. ^ .^u4 UeiiificHlvP 
. inform*, us ffojBa the fame authority,, that on tttis day th^y drew water 
with ^rcat joy, from the hrook SUoam, at the foot, of nnount Zio* 
carried it to the prieOs in the temple, where they made a fii>ation « 
It, mingled with wine, tip»on the altar. Ii) the tiuie <9f4ftrtt'mfgO- 
wat«r, they f»n|c that checrfol dttty.^if ihtf^&ipKet iktak, t«W*»' 
joy fliil I ye. dr^w water o*t of th* wciU •f (alv^^ri ** Tfccy pt 
tcn<ijid tlut ^hc prophjits Hajj^ai and ^achariah were the inftitiuc 
" of thcfe rltc«; and they ipiaginf d that tl>e Holy Ohoft W4» fo dcfigh 
cd with their canial mirth and Vociferatfon, as to impart to ther" 
on this occafion, a prophetical afflttufs ; •Mthtch happened, the^ fay » 

• the prophet Jonah . The fame wi^tfr <»h£t(iBe6, ^t% ^e }ew».h. • 

• Wfprahly neiHcrtftd %tm ordintdQC, h^ rikt ^44ition «f thei^ qwti n., 
^ical ceremonies, r<» Chrill intended tq reja^ovc ^nd filance^hcir xfi. 
vociferations, when he cried wiU* a loud voice, and to lead them 
Way from terVeftrial water to the water df Vt(^,%std to himfclf,^' 
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The Ft!4ifl tf TMhrnaciei. ^ly 

Mof<?8« 0^ th« firft day^ thirtces young bullbckt^ 

itwo rai»s> a&id'^rteeii.lstttibs of the firik year, and 

i0t»e^id^<fi^f i^o^laf^ a ii»?offrmgf befide tb^ 

«»tfatH90jilJ}iif&t^^«»£ajiiig. Bot it is .worthy qf olir 

SMtUe, tkaltMtJi^ bttllocks diminiibeid hy one ^)^er/ 

i}DMe4|iie«t dfty». till oa tk« &ventk day, bvt; feven 

immrm to be ro^t^rt d ; aod upon, the eighth aAd Jafl^ 

'cJboufb tbe i great day of the feaft, they offered but 

.-xiii^ bollock.; Did not' God intend> by this gradual 

.^bil«oii%eaC> ao.tba foiemnity advanced^ to ei^hiblt un* 

to his f>eople <t repreientatioa of the decaying na* 

f^f jof'tkat-difpeA&tbn they were under; that'^ 

.iiapenfliottid co^te wiren thcfeiacffifices ihould vaniHi 

^way altogether, .and -give place to more fpiritu^ 

«Uatiohs> whkb vould plcrai'e the Lord better tjia& 

ai^rbuUo^k thathath both hoi'ns and hoofs ? 

■'_- Ba^.the x^rtmoay that ^ve the name to this jpy- 

iskf^^ wa& their dwelling in booths the flrft.fev^l 

4ajE9* The(e booths were made of olive -branches^ 

l^ia^brancbes, myrtle-branches, palm-branches, wil* 

\&m^ ^. the brook, and. branches of other -goodly 

•fw^ytkey ^ua-downrand o^rted about in their handf. 

And that none might be at n }q£s to- know the mcsm* 

ingof this ordinance^ it is exprefsly declared by God 

]}ju]Ei£eiIi& '* That. your generations may know that I 

CRftde tiio ohildren of Ifraei to dwell in booths, whea 

I broQgh« them up out of the land of Egypt*." So 

pr'one arc human minds to bury ki obi jvion thofe »cr* 

cies that are paft, that fuch remehiorative infritoti* 

OQS hav;c been always held nejcelTary and expedient. 

Afvliwdy th« divine power and goqdnefs difplayed 

to the forefathers of the Jews, in- miraculooily provi* 

ditig all necei!aryacconmiadations for them in thede* 

folatewildernefs, defervcdanniverfary celebration, no 

Icfc than their Exodus, or departure froni Egypt. By 

this glad feafi,, they praifed God for that good, land 

mtE/o which he bad brought them . ^ ^ Our aneeftora,'^ 

as if they hadftiid, ** once w^ond^rcd in the wilder* 

ne&j, in a fblitary way, they found no city to dwoU 

jm^ JSut O dMU ro.en would praife'the Lord for his 

U 
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goodnefs ! h« led them forth by a way that was ri^t 
10 go to. a city of habitation. Inftead of tbefe drea« 
Ty profpeds oar father! )iad in the wildemefs - forty 
years, we, their pofterity, are 'introduced to this 
delicioaa country, where we fow fields, and plant 
vineyards, that yield os fruits ofincreafcy whofe 
rich and generoors foil fupplies us with thefe-'^od^ 
ly treea, from whence we pluck thefe verdant bran* 
chesV^ And we may add, with great^probability, 
that their dwelling in booths fo many days every 
year> was a folemn. recognition,. that they wtre ftill 
in a wandering ftate, though fettled in Canaan ; that 
they looked on themfelves as ftranger^ on the earth, 
even in the land of promife; as the patriarchs, from 
(whom they fprung, confefled, by dwelling in tents 
and tabernacles in this fame land,- that they wen 
but pilgrims here, and expedcd a better heavenly 
inheritance. Truly this has been the univerfal ac- 
knowledgment of good men in every age, who liave 
efteemed their felicity to arifc, notfo much from 
their prefent enjoyments, as their future profp^ds. 
They > have not only counted themfelves pilgrims 
and fojourners, when ftruggling with adverfity^ and 
wandering from one country to another, without a 
fixed abode ; but when elevated to the very iiunmit 
of fortune, and enj%ring the moft profound repofe 
which this tcrrcftrial (late affords, htahemncle \n 
the common appellation of a dwelling-place, in the 
Old-Teftament and in the New-Teftament, the body 
in which the foul is lodged is (liled by the great 
apoftle, the earthly hottfe of this tahernacls^^ which is 
difibived by death, and refigns to a more permanent 
hdufe, a building of God, eternal in the. heavens. 
David) a glorious king, called bis palace the tmher^ 
ndcU 9f hh houfsX ; and Jefus Chrift, when he lived 
on the earth, atlead.after he began to. a6l in his public^ 
charaftcr, had no proper home^ but chofe to be the 
gucft, fome times to one and fometimes to another of 
his followers. Whatever other reafons might be affign* 
edrfor.thl&condodtof our Lord, itfeems asif^he had 
• PfaL cyii. t.» Cor. t. i. . f 3 tfal. cxxxii. 3, 
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defigned to exHibft/ to^ all his genuine: <lMciple$, an* 
iilaftrioufll example ofrfu^eri^r indifference to all 
fabianaty things, and to incnlcfeite, ' in the ftrongeftr 
manner upon their miTids^ ''Arifeye,.and depart; thiar 
is not your reft*.**. Set not your aiFedtidns^ O my- 
people, on Ais tranfitory fcene of tbi'ngs ; rcnie qh- 
bcr the glorious hopes you entertain-* Oftadimdion* 
into tlie xreleftiab manfions, and learn 'oFine not to- 
regard this wdrid as your hotne. Then do we keep ^ 
tke fcaft of tabernacles in a fpiritual inanner, when - 
wc raife our arddnt hopes to thefe glad • regions . 
*«irhero God- onr Father/- where Chrift our elder bro- 
tfier> and all the holy faints, andbleflfed aeogch, in-- 
habit! fo'c evefmorcf; when We view thefe earthly- 
manfiQli3> and even the grave itfelf, as but our fhort* 
homut, and|>laces of tranfient re(idence> in coropari-? 
foaidf eternal -habitations.' 

• All t the feaft of the tabernacle feems chiefly to b^ ' 
a» figure : of that • holy jopy> and' Spiritual gladnofs. 
yfbich is b9th the dnty and 'privilege of the true 
curcatnciifion> ^bo worfliip God in the- fpiriti It is 
longfince this folemiiity wasdiicontinucd; foQ* God 
baa'^^de^lvtiilirir ftaflsds(y#^ to^ ceafe ; and- there is ^ 
90 ^aivrant.in the fcriptur^sfcnr its jinder the Chrif") 
-^ialv^oaom^; 'to revive this ceremomal ordinance. . 
ButAftUrwe tevdfthe fubftaliceoi^this ft^dow^, and 
dughti'tQ Ic^isp tbis feaft,; tboi9gh aot in a carnal man- 
neifiJlfor a prophet of the Jews -f 'foretells the con- 
verfiotto5th;e Gentiles, in phrafes which evidently* 
impori:,. that thefe joyful rites are figures' of gofpel- • 
weribip'«-Tbe Chriftian joys, bbtb in the prefent aqd ; 
62 tores tUfev feem' to. have been pr.eligured by tl^f 
Jewifli feftiji^ity.^ t f .; ^ • ' ' l . '■ - t 

-: It began feon after thfe*fofrofirful'day of expiation, : 
i^^icb.tbf^y aAi^ted tibfeirrfopls, and had a lively re-; 
prefentation of the gr^at atotieiftent . ' Exaftly fo/ the; 

' *'♦ Mvc;'iik'Io. ' .' • ^ ' '. 

- t ZcciXtv. i6,'« And it flull come ta pufs, that every one that * 
i$ left of all tbo aMions mhkW came »galfift Jerufalem, ihaU cVen ; 
^o a^irpm y«ar to year, to W9rfinp iSa. Kiag^tha lior4 .pf hoiU^' 
and *tb keep the fcaft of tabernacles. . • * 
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€litiMaii j«y tredds up«il die- heel «if ^l«f^ foi4%^ ; 
tod ic is the prerogative oftho kighatfd kyfty^Onc, 
to revive the fpir it of the hcrmlbie &tid «hle he^yt of 
the contrite one. The bloodv death and meHterrbtis 
liiffie rings of the great Sacrifice^ rs thief fource ItDn 
whence itfpriDgs. h is firange, hut certQin^ the fin- 
ner*s unfpeakable joy arifes from the Sa^ionr^s'iHiot* 
terable wo. Well may they keep a feaft of tabema* 
cles, who have received the atonemenc by Jeiiui C&rifts 
well may they flioiitfbr joy^ whole i&iqmty Is pardon* 
eiy whofe cranfgreffion is eofi^red^ and to whom' the 
Lord will not impute fin { for' thou^ h» was angry 
with them> his anger is turned away. 

And as this folemn lead iafted eight days, the'GkriT- 
tian's joy is not like the joy of the hypocrite^ bntfor 
a moment : for it (hoidd be perpetuated throaghthe 
whole courfe of his life. ** Rejoico evermore**' is a 
New-Teftament precept perpetually obliging. Thore 
are^nes when carnal mirth may be. vefy vnfeafofta* 
ble and highly improper ; but wbatfhbold forbid* tlLat 
joy in the Holy Ghoft^ which is the gladnei'aof Ins jta* 
tiott, to be indalged at all times t it is a joy that may 
- cxift in the fame foal, together withth^moil nnfiiigfri^ 
edforpowy and moft iirely cmitarittian^ Itmayevea 
comport with the tmoA affiifted ftate io this wmrid, 
and abound in the groateft of tvibolatioaa« Itis a con* 
ttnual (feafti which the nnparalleiod affiii^ona of^Panl 
were not capable of interruptiitg. Job could fisy^ 
'^ Blefled be th^ name of theLordf/Mn the moft> com- 
plicated diftrefs. And '' though the ftg*tree Ihonld 
seiot blofTom though fruit flionld not be found in* the 
vines, though the labour oftheoliveihoaid fail, thoagb 
the flock ihould be cat off from the fold and! t^ere 
ftottld be no herd in the (lalU :'' it was the'^-m rofe- 
ktclon of Habakkuk, *^ Yet will liwjoice fa the Lord^ 
and be glad in the God of my falvation:( ,*' 

However, it muft be owned, the feafti is kept here 

but imperfectly. We are in'heavineft throng adatti* 

fold temptations, and muft noterpeft to hive all tears 

wiped away in a place of fin and forrow. The prin- 

• X Tbeff. V. Id. t Job «. at. t H«b. Hi. ir, x8. 



^i^^pt^f^vS^t^ of tbfe ^OAvMiiM itf Ji#ftwenit>k?ro 

rifep;pf:;^Ws • W^flfdnftirfe^iMPW TOp^r?^ is -tho. prc- 
, J^ntAif^m^y Jj^-wfombicd to ihe l'orTo^ful.day,of^x- 

. ^jation^r th^t^j preceded* thi? jpyftil . feaft> ^Mi; a$; tt^ 
JcVi«»o^pW>/op.jQfne d^y ioffofrow, l>a4 eight diiyft of 

,i^4jQ,e/%> (<>,.m,^ipfe»taryria91i<Sbion\flHilJ .there ^< 
Hl#fi^ )t^:. eye.rlafti^g. Joy*. .Tfae .behoved ^po&leM^" 
%i^\\>f^tkt h<raMQ»ly!(\?t,te in ajUuii^n to,tbQ.c^r.etnoi)ks 
Mxh'i^ feaft i <^ AndJ beheld, and lo.^ gr^;^t sd^UitvLde 
1irtW^ftoj9ia» could nutpber^.ofs^Uc nation^ au^ Wft- 
4r^ds^>qd people, s^nd totigu«9 ftppd hefojre. the thi!pne> 
a^ before the Lainb^ cioth^^.with .whtite . robtcs*^" 
J^d, sks tjje J^vvs werc:Wont at .|h€? fea»ft pf •.tab^rna- 
Cj^g^iitli^y bad palais.in the^ handsi apd i^ppg.witb^ a 
WftdiVi^iQC the great hpfaMafe. . .:. ^u - . r . ! 

• . ^'.-j j^EQ^NDLY, , Thff, Fafl Qf annlv.irfary At on erne nK , ^ 

i:TcTiPON the > tetttji day of' the feventh ^^ month, (a 
j : jLa/lixn^athvdiflangaiilied inthe^Jewiih rubric for tke 

great imuhber' of ieftWals obferved -in* it,) the :wko3e 
- l»dy^o£tbe people of.ifracel'inrerereqaieed;toke«pia 

f^lono falktoafflid: their foals for fin^randito ab&ain 

tnmM manner of fcffvile work. i<6ut the chief foltot- 

. i mta»s ofi th» day confifted- in- thoferites: by which the 

ii^h* prieft/vraS' tontake atoseimet&t for the (ins of fads 

fidti<«tt$f. which ritQA'Wercnever pra^iftd bat upon 
4 ^;t£iis. Qccafioo . Whatevei? our great High Prieft * has 
'. done for the falvaltion of his people in^arthbeneathy 
{ .or inlieaveii-»bove> was prcfigUTed in tbefe vencrji-« 
-h blafoktunittes. ♦ Thk -fche infpired: writer to the Hc- 
I bfreirs haV ing at great: 1 eugth iliaftrated- to ottr hand, 
t.it^*wiUinot be neceftary to. enlarge opon it. Letrlit 
«ofotfi€e'briefty> to enumerate the facerddtal anions re- 
J. Iccvodifor this memorable /day, and thcin to hint^tt 

their typic:al fenfe. • - . ^ : " : .4 

i' .f.iiHoW' then, washthe JewHh hi>gfa priefltaeijiMp him- 
• 5 folf foar th«ifer\rice of the day MIe was to put onihis 
?;li^yilmef%. garments itfter'i'iNrafii«n;ghimfel£ Hd;wiis 
^m(i(|airaini «hlml%lf.:Mirkh' a ^bullock for a iin-tofFeuiiig, 

and^a i^^mfokj-.ft Ifurnti^ffqj^^i;, to^feq^Q^jrfdtfor hia 
♦ Rev. Tii. 9* U % 
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own ftif> ^M tllo f ftsvf bltftftMll]^; ^ •]fe^««sr«^ Mt ^ 
tftk« Of 4lie c«iffiwgfltlitt^tW)olMsi«£>tketgd«tsfbff^ab 
fiti*offeriDg,aiid arowi for a^tenMr-oiStriiig. Thet^o > 
goatSy iikKkfpg but on* offering «ogetbeK> weife not m 
beufedin the fs«e manner. One oftlientiws»<tahi» 
otferod un ta the Ldr4 after the mann^ of- a finhoffer^ 
ing ; tke other fir^iiented alWe belbre the Lord^ an4. 
then dilbtifled into" the wilderael^. The-- f#oriijcee 
beingpi^pare4,4i« proceeded in the following^nnitt^- 
ner^FirOr, be killed the buUock, to atone far hua£elf 
and familj ; and taking in hi» hatad a oenfer fnil of 
burning coals from off the aicar> and a qnantky of 
fweet incenfe^ luihclenrto raifea^lond that fimnld 
eover the meroy-feat, taking alfo the blood of .fats 
ballock in a reSkl, be went into the fandnary^ fet the 
incenfe on fire^and fprinkledthe bk»od apowai^d he«- 
fore the mercy-feat. The facrifice for hitafelf l»e|ng 
tha« performed, he returns out of the ^ndnary:^ niid 
kills the goat of the fin^offering for the- people i mid 
bifinginghie blood again within the vail^ hofprfai- 
klee it, as he had done with the blood of- die 
bullock, upon the mercy: feat, and Hkewlfe iipoa 
the golden altar. " And/' faid the lnw^^er of the 
Jvwj, ^' there (hall be no nianin the tabernacle^ 
when he goeth in ttn make an atonement in therholy 
place, until he come ont*^'^ The ocact ce^relnOJi^r isr . 
this ; he brings the live goat, and la^^Tag hia hondo 
npon>the headof the creature, confe&s onreribimall 
the iniquities of the children of Ifrael, pottang-thcia 
vpon the head of the goat, and fends him by lone fit 
man into the wiWernefs ; " And the goat/' faidjitlie 
l»ord, fhiili bear upon* him all the iniquities tif the . 
children of H*racl,into a iaod notinhabrtedf.'' This 
done, he goes into the tabernacle of the congregati^ 
oe^ anVi ilrippifig hinifelf of his linen garments, hede- 
pofites them in the holy place, waflies hirofelf, puts 
on hiy golden gnrmtents for glory and beauty, comes 
forth to the people, and offers the two rams for a 
hurnt-ofFering, the one for himfelf, and the other for 
the people. Laftly, the fat of the fin-offering is 
♦ i.cv. xvi.17. fVeraa, 
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an^gvat^ wh^fe-liddbid h$td(.4»ee» carried uito-tiBe^ii^ 

SfMte If the 4»vit^t o£ the ho^ ' citCA to he pra&ifed - 
on cfcis great, aaiiifcriary ; and the happy 'cffc£^s of . 
it ar»faid t» be z^UAn^iBg fr^tn^ ii their jim*. Now, 
it ia evident thefe earoal ordinsttoesliavefBaiiy saarka : 
of waaknefs and ' im p^ediom U * we fp^k of real , . 
atoneiiteitty itisattetiy iniptaffible that |M ble^ of ■ 
buHack»andgaaft9'eatt}d4take (inaw»ay t9 pertainlas 
to the coafcience. They were hut brttte creatures, 
of inferror nature t^^hc prieft that oftered thetn, and 
to the people for whom they wcr« offered. They were^ / : 
o#ered l3y a filial maR> who needed atobement for. him« 
fclf. They i«re re offered year by year ceatuiually^ 
and in them a retnembraihre waa again jnade of fin e^ 
ver|rycari -Now, ifcbey <touid have made the camera*^^' 
to/tbaem<perfed;, would they not-have ceaPed f o W ♦ 
offered ? ■■ 'Meft certainly they -would : be^aufe that ^ 
the'Worihipper$ on«e purged; fljoitldhave had no rtoffr ' 
conlcieitce of fio. In all thefethingsthe Pried of oar ; 
.profeffion has the pre-eminence. He needed not 
like Adron andhss fnccefletS; to offer for himfelf, be« 
ing handbelk and nnde^led. He need not to Ihed tbe^ 
blo(id of others ; for he was able to offer uphimfelf^ - 
Heneedednot repeat his iacri6ce oftener than once^ ^ 
or^hffer dtcn froni the foundation of the world; fpir^ 
by one offering he h^th for ever perfe^ed ali tlieRit 
ths^ are fan&i&ed. Thefe necefiary allowances being - 
made of the vafl: dKparity between the type and Je- 
fas-Chriff; we /ball proceed to enamerate fome of- 
ttefe grand evangelical myfteries that were enigma- 
tically preached a^iito the^Jews in the tranfadions 00 ^ 
this^ay. ,, 

That itt fatare time a true ahd proper atonementi 
fiioald be made for the fins of Ifrael ; or, to nfe the ? 
ftilc of the prophet* Zachariah, that *^God would re,-/ 
move theiniqaity of his land in one dayf j" this feemf 
to-have been -the leading dotlrine held forth in all the 
£acrifices^ bat efpecially in thofe that were offered otf 

• JLcv. xvi. ^O. -J" Zach. iii. f% 
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thi4«oc^(^op« . Yf r a littte ivhilefiMiiG^'miikvf^''. 

finifhi tranfgreffiaii^ aii4 »«ke a.fi .^ndr^of ifitj^ Rii4i S^JT- 

fttcrific^ lor. fill, aod bu*at:oifrrwg$, ;: And iwrw^ftiaJL 
this great e>ei\t be^bi-ougfait to pab ?: Hckw^ /bailr-r tl^e 

iialll\<;'do^ Wjiftt'JhaJl be.doac :vmto bim ^ How* 
fiiall hq ^e^in ^ andtin what maVfier ikalk. It^r^iih.tiie. 
ardaom ;«(oifk ?. Thi^fe queftion^ niA^ ail b« ax)£v^ered 
by tfaicre anniv^irrar^ rite$« fij ,: 

It was fignifi^di that the ^eat Maker of.at^o^ty^nt 
iOiould afiunia the uatiire of the petfena for wh^^anit 
^ould be made ; for .ih%\r high pri^ft wa3 one. oipiicir 
brctUre.n, aadtak^n.fr<iina.axnOog.m£ll*rr:i— That wbea; 
be ihoiildvOSE^ into, tlj^e #i%ox^d> to dp tbi5;will: pf;Go<l 
)k fhould not make a fpLgn<i^*figur,e, iMriMrrgy Igimjkll 
of all thjit ^o.ry of whkh ke.is trtily p^0e&d«. Foi; 
tl^ehigh pDied pfthe Jews^ Upon the^dayipf^aito^e^i^t, 
put not oa at ^hejfir.ft his bei\ fuit of s -^ip^^el, buli^as 
coatejit wi<h the hqlyliDeo.gai^ejHs he. .%y^e ia 
commo;i withother pricAs.*-^— rThatiiAiltPulyf l>e4;on- 
^ituted a public perfoa^ and r^prefeotaagiraat' number 
of individuals,' in whatever ihoakl be < dw^ei^y ^\uu 
For Uiel^ghiprieAdid not officiate \n^^ ^riH^i^s 
which he coinraonly. ware^ but io, thefe public 'fob^s 
tl^at were ibfe badges of hiei public eharaiftie^r aMb*#p- 
^rprefentauy:^ of the'pc©ple.--*-^!rba|.thfifl»s ctf'a^jrt^ 
jcedeesaed jliOuJd ^bo: transferred upon hrm^x%i>d« t^-' 
^ome his owp >by legal imputation. . iFor= |^U.^lM9^i^i> 
qqities -9^ the children of l/rael weje^ fol^mnl^^. Qpuff^'^ 
.fcd over the headof the.fcape-goat> before bQ was djf- 
mifled into the \vil(\/er^6fy,*-'^T^'^k^t.y9}mA%i^»<^^%r' 
•^gcd with guilt, heifhouid :f«ffef f the puDiO|«(^i»|tp£ 
. detith^aud hh»U£che viol&MtAy >t«teftn.'awa5r,j:; F«r(iic 
ijdther.gQat, thebulldck^and the .i*W;9 rapasy'wei^Ml' 
IddiJorfui-ofFeriugSiaiadhiiTJlit-offe rings. And ^*jyitfi- 
. oat iheddidg of fbipod^ w»s >no rett>|ffiattf -' !Tr-Xfea?t^fiic 
blood of Jd'us ihould*be (kedin;avpu^Iie jmahn^i^i^V^^- 
outsttegate-. ; For :the<b«ii4ies^..*>f ithiCfe^.ib^^aft^'. iyf^e 



Ths Faft of anniverfary Atonement. 21f 

biimed without the i^ttnp.-: ^That he ihoold, howc- 

trer, live, eren when dead, as to* his divine nature, 
iiiidbe a gloriou« conqueror of the grave by bis re- 
fiirrcftion. For the icape-goat, which was the half 
of the fifl-offeritigfor the people, was not to be killed 
as the other goat.-—— That he fhould, when the work 
of purging our fins was fiiiilhed, difappear on earthy 
enter rvithin the vail of thefe afpeftable heavens, inta 
that happy place were God relides among the blefied 
angeis. For when the high prieft had flied the blood 
of the bullock and the goat, he went out of the fight 
of the Ifraeiites, entering wiihln the vail» into that 
ywierable apartment, where were the fymbols of the 
divine prefencc, and wiiere Jehovah fat enthroned be- 
tween the cheritbitns. That his moft precious blood 

ihottld be the key to open the everlafting gates, or 
ibould procure lits welcome reception into the pre^- 
fbnce of God* For unlefs the high pried had offered 
Di> the 'appointed vidtiros, he durft not have pretoneii 
to fee the i«ce of God io the moft holy phice. — —That 
though the heavens flionld contain him, and the worldl 
fee him "no more, he ihonid ftill be earrjing en hii» 

J^rieftly work in the prefence of Jtbovahc For whexv 
he Jewilh prieft entered within the vail, he perfn-* 
med the tiiercy^eat with incenfe, and fprinkled it 
with' hlx>od. Truly, onlefar the hi^h prieft had jgone 
Sttto the holleft ef afl with his blood an^ incenl^, h^ 
&ad not dtfcharged the moft glorious part of hiffwork* 
he had only offered thevi^ims, and gone no fur« 
ther than the naiddle conrt> the inferior prtefts had 
bleen upon a level with him ; for thefe things they did 
as well as* he. So if Jefus' Chrift were ftill on earth, 
"wherc^he offered up himfelf; if he had not gone to 
the Father, and retired from the view of men^ he 
could not be a prieft in the moft eminent fenfe of the 
word, the moft glorious part of his fun6tion, were ftill 
tio be dHcharged, and the refemhlance betwixt him 
and the Jewifh high prieft would be very lame and hn* 
perfetft. But rcjoifce, O ye that believe on his name, 
and ye who make his atotiement the principle bafis of 
your comfort ; for we have a great High Prieft, fliat 
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was once oa earth, but is now ^SiShA xxkXo. thehj^Avcps^ 
Tcfus the Son of God. Thcre.he appears as a L^Biltas 
It had beenflain, and ftands with his golden cenfer^to 
offer up the incenCe of his interceflioG^ with the "p^^^^ 
ers of ail faints. A time will come, when the inter-, 
pofmg vail (hall be drawn afide, and the great High. 
Prieft return, with found of trumpet, to blefs his ex- 
ped^ing people, andabfolve themfromall their injqui* 
ties bJtore an aflembled world : for " to them tiiat 
look for hiiti, he ihali appear the fecond time, Withoat 
(in, unto falvation*.'' 

Thirdly, Tie Feafl of Fir ft -fruits And ofPentic'crfl; * 

AS it was the will of God, that his people. jQu^nld^ 
dwell alone, and be divided from »11 natlaas of. 
the world by a wallofpartitiqn,tillthe Meffias'lhottld 
come to pull it down ; £o,^ befides a great numbex oC 
other peculiarities, they muft not plough^ nor fow, 
nor reap, in the fame manner as other people* T&c. 
rite J with which they began and fini%<a tjieir harveft 
-•re not unwortliy of a particular notice. Befid.es tfce 
charitable. regulation they obferved,.in pojt. making* 
clean, riddance of the corners of theirfieldi no^r gather- 
ing. *oy. gl<^nings^;n^r returpiBgtQfjBt.c^ia for^tte^i. 
fheaf (for t*hefe were the p«Jjq«ipt^s of tl^ poor flnan-. 
gc;r, the fatherlefs,and,lihje widow :) they .we jTc^com- 
manded to begin tlwir rharveft wit^ ofiferijag.tp th©^ 
Lord a fheaf of the firft fruits^ andto end it in * HP"* 
iy convocation and an offering of two loaves, witjxp- 
ther folfxunities. ..;. . . ' .. .^ «, 

• . 't'he beginning q( harveft ip the, holy land, w.Ks on 
tiie Jtiorrow after the feaft pf the pafibver, when ih^j[ 
pceienteit^eir firft-frqit^ unto the Lord, nQt.^nlyfpt! 
tjie whole f^otjgregation, btit,;as. it would feera,,fQr c- 
YerA^'particularTapiily; . i'he/grm of words'to be prQ-| 
nounced upon this occaiion by him that offered the, 
firft*iVuits,.is exprcfsly recorded in the Jewiflb ^wt;, 

- *.Hcb.ix. a8« .•:..'. .': : 

r t Dmic ;rxyx. i,Sr !* ?profeft this day,* that I am come into the,' 



co^intrjr which: thc-Lorcl fwrarc unto our fathers f«r to giv^ v«« • < 
Syriap ready to pcrifh was my father,** &c, ' " ' ^ ^ i - - # -.': 
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and the wife king of Ifrael enforces the ooedience of 
this religious precept with the afluraoce of the heaven- 
ly benedidion i Honour the Lord with thy fubftance,- 
and with the firft-fruits of thine increafe, fo fhall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy prefles Ihall burft 
out with new wine*/' They were forbid, to tafte them- 
felvcs the produce of the year, whether bread, parch- 
ed torn, or green ears, till they had brought the ap- 
pointed offering to their God, as an acknowledgment 
of his dominion^ and cxpreffion of their gratitude. It 
ieems to have been a fignificant ceremony, intended to 
revive that la\y of nature, that the all-bounteotrs Giver 
fhould be honoured with our firft and bed. And truly^ 
the obferva'nce of this rule is not only enjoined every 
-where in the Mofaic ritual, but may be traced as high 
as the offering of the firft martyr, who brought unto 
tlrt? Lord of the firftlings of his flock ; whereas no fuch. 
thing was obferved of the firft murderer, to whofe of- 
fering thie Lord had no refpeft. Befides, when he 
-who crowned the year with his goodnefs, required a 
&eaf to be given him, it might imjprefs upon their 
minds fuch momentuous truths as thefe, that we can 
give nothing tbG«d, but what we firft receive from 
God ; that what we prefent unto God, cannot be pro-* 
fitable unto him ; and that what he requires, is no- 
thing to what he beftows. What is a angle (heaf to 
dll the treafures of the harveft ? Would he not be 
a foblilh Ifraelite, who would have regarded his pu- 
liy'fh^af as an equivalent or price that deferved at 
God's hands the rich productions of the year? Nor 
rs it lefs 'abfurd for any to imagine, that their moft 
ufeful adions can deferve the gift of eternal life, that 
joyful harveft of light that is fown for the righteous, 
and of gladnefs that is fown for the upright ia 
heart". 

The end of harveft was upon the fiftieth day after" 
it began. - This day was folemnized with a religious' 
aflembling, and with abftaining from fervile work.^ 
The huflbandman had feen the fruits of his ground, 
brought to maturity, and teftified his gratitude by the' 
. : * • Pfor; iii. 9, lou • . 
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iheaf whlck he oftcred Mritk hol^ rltet, iidoo. t}if^ fi^^ft 
day; and iiow he o&rft, upon the jfiFtietii day ^/ two 
large loaves of fiae flout baken wkfai leaven, w^cfa 
are al Co called the firfi jruiii uutq the Lsrd*,. and were 
a thaok-offeriog* as^well as tjbe «ikeaj^y to that good 
God who had r^lerved for them the ^ppojated weeks 
of- the harveft. On the beginning of Fenticoft^ t^ey 
^ffer«d with the flieaf a iamh without blemifli for a 
burnt^-ofcring: but now their gratitude mall rife in 
proportion to the favov^re they o-eceive^ and not one 
lamb^ bot fevea lamba^ one young bullock, and %yra 
cams, mud fmoke upon God's altar. 

We are informed by the hiftorian of«the New- 
Teftament, th^t this fiftieth day coincided wit^, the 
snoft remarkablte event of the ^defcent of tjvs Holy 
Ghoft ttpon the firft foandcra4>f Chriilianity. *^ When 
the days of Pentecoft were fully come> they were all 
with one accord in one place : and foddenly there 
•came a fonnd from heaven^ aa of a rufhing sa^^y 
wind: and there appeared. unto them clojiren ton^eSy. 
as of fire, and fat upon each of them ; and^Ji^y were 
all filled with tlic PJoly Ghoft, and began to fpeak 
with tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter^a<^+\' 
By infpeiSting.the hiftory of the Ifraclites march from 
Egypt, it will alfo be foi)nd> that upon this very d^ 
the law was given at mount Sinia. The cpnjiHi^fciQn 
of thele twograud events on thelaft day of the Pen^ 
tecoft, feems not without fcwnc fpeciai intention in 
tlic Holy Ghoft. Fifty days after the de|ivcrantc 
from £gypt, was the killing letter, or the ^ry law 
given; and fifty days after the refurredion pfChrift, 
our better deliverance, was the quickning Spirit dif- 
penfcd, to write the law, not on hard tables of (lone, 
hut on the flefhly tabjes i^f tlic heart and to tjualify 
the apoftles to begin a new harveft, far more ixnpor- 
cant than was now happily finiilied; a haryeft not of 
«orn, hut of men, to be reaped by putting the fickle 
of the \i^ord of God into the field of the worjd. 

Such, were the facred rites with )jvhich the Jews 
1>eganandfini/hed theic ha^veft; and^in ;tbtUngu^c 
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"t^if'tlse'flelir-'fell'ainent, chatterer tiling Is the b^gin- 
jmAg, pledge, and earneft of more of the fame kind. 
Is ftiled y^f'ffuit. So the pnfi-fruiu rf Achaia*, de- 
notes tfie moft eaMy ct)nvert3 to the Chriftian faith 
tii that p^rt of the world ; and thofe begun graces 
ind conrdlatioils of the Holy Ghoft that arc the earn- 
<^ft of the fetci*nal inheritinte, ar« denominate Me" /r/? 
fruits rf'the Sffrh-f:' Bnt w* fhall chiefly obfirve^he 
application of this epithet to Chrift, and to believers.. 

* ^^Chrift/' fays the infpired apoftle, *• is rifen from 
the delad, and become the firft fruits of them that 
flecp:|:.*' May we not hence affirm,' that as the har- 
veft is a natural emblem of the end of the^orid; and 
general rcfurreftion^ fo the Jewifli firft-fruits did re- 
prefent the refurrcftion of the Son of God. Thebo- 

~ dies of the faints, xvhen depofitcd In the grave, may 
tTe compared to that feed which the hnfi>andman com- 
mits to the fiiVro^s of the field. One wouM imagine,- 
that the grain once buritid tinder the clod,- would ne- 
ver more emerge ffomundeY it. But conftant expe- 
rience aflfiires us,, that By the combineil influence of 
vernal Ihowers and fiins, it will burft the confinement 
of the furrow, and reward the labourer's toil with 
fcopidus friiit. So, at the deHined -hour, the fleeping 
duft of faints fhall revive as the corn ; the earth fhall 
caft forth her dead, and fli%!1 flo mOtc cover, her ftain ; 
and what was fown in dyhono«if, ftall be raifed ia • 
glory. The rcfurredtion of the corn is an event iiithe 
world of nature that clearly proves the pofl bility of 
God's raifing the dead. The rcfurreaionof JefusChrift 
advances fartherftiJl, and evidently proves the certain- 
ty of ourbodJes arifing from the duft. This joyful evpnt 
iot only proclaims, in loudeft accents; that the <lrv 
bones can live, if it is the pleaforeof God to feiHl 
iforth tus quickning^irit ; but afients, in the ftron- 
gcft manner, that ** he will revive us, he willraife 
\is up, and we fhall* live in his f!ghr§." W^ere the 
iirft-fruits reaped before the reft- of the harveft > S<t 
CKriftthe firft-froits was firft fa ifed from the grave, 

.^nd afterwards they that are Chrift's fliall be' raifed 

• X Co^.t^r IS, *+ Rom.'vUi. a3« } iCot.xv, acr. 5 Hof. vi. a* 
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athif comifi&. Were the fifft-ffuks k«^tedge/»Bd 
earneft to the liVaelite)^ that the Airhole hatv^ft QettAt 
be reaped In due time ? The i'fcrarreaida oF Jcfui 
Chrift mfures the refarreiftion of all his j^eoplfe tit^ 
appoihted feafoo. So runs the joyful deolal^tiolii iti 
the prophet, '* Thy dead irien fiiall live, tdgbth^f 
^ith my dead body ihall they arife r awake 6ira iieg, 
ye that dwell in the doft V ' "^ 

But as the flrfl: fruits are an eAiblem of Jefas ChH^^ 
they no lefs- reprefeilt the raithfal and the redeeofted 
from among men. *' Ifrael," fays a prdphet, •* wai 
holinefs to the Lord, and the 'firfl: fraits of Ilia iifi, 
creafef." And an apoAlc affirms, that ** olF his ©wn > 
tvill we are begotten by the word of truth, that Jsve 
ihould be a kin4 of firft-fruits of his creratere9$.'* , 
Let us fee the refcinblanee. The fiHIt-fraits <r^f^ the 
nnaUneabre 'oroperty of the Gbdof KVaei; Wittt^K^Mch 
It had been facrtlege to intermeddle^ Ev<?d i6f fh^ 
redeemed are the" portion of the Lord ^, Ihfey ai^fti^t 
their own/ and all who derour'th^A iliAll - oj^nd; 
li'he firft-fruits were given by Godto tlie pyUlU^taJ^i 
part of their maintenance, I'hls piit^ \is in mifiH ^ 
that fayitig of out High Prieft, ** Thiiie the^ 'X^rfiyb, 
and thdu gaveft them mej.^* The (lrft-fr<s1t^HiT5i*febQt 
a' fmall part of the barveft. 'thJ?*- may dbhotei^jlbt 

Jlaucity of faints, who, In cotitparlfenx)f the^lmQhi*' 
ade, ar6 like an hahdfol iff'corri in Hieeirfh;' ^' B»r> 
iaftly>as tlie firft-fr aits did fanftify andblefs the whol* 
crop, and in their ufc were, better -than thb reft<{ 
even To the people of God, though few and fmalt^tare 
the eicfellent of the etrtt, and a blcffing in the* m'idft 
of the land, however much they may be underVadoed 
Ujr 'worldly mca.. * .; . • 

Fi>tJ3CTHFLirv nefejtft of. thi^Ndtno Mo^nj» - ■ i 

As' tii? feaft of the new moon \s placed axhon^ the 
i.ihadows of good things to come % ih/e.apoltle 
of the O^iiciles^ we mufl not altogether pafs €iy.e;4r:it* 
Thdtrghifhfe *e|;infiittg p£ the feventh month wat pe- 
culiarly facred, the begihnings of all (Driver ihotitte 
• If. ««r£. X9. \ J^/i iT '"'f Jitei \. x«. i Joha arU. ^ 
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Mr^r^ aljfe dedicated ufrtP Gx^Ai *M folcmnizcd "with 
ba^ ritie* und «j^«r<;ifts of devotion. On thc'iK i^ew; 
metfill^ th^y r^ft^wA Ur\\\% work, offered cxuabr- 
din^jrv facrifi^^*,. irfqrted to. the prophets, fcaftedt 
tfHW^fj ^»d bipWftd the filver, trumpets. Let ua trjr. 
if w^f^n afli^it. the probable reafotlS of this fervice* 
i^r^]i^ mQraUqftr,>i'<^iQSi8 thaf maybe learned frorn^ 
^hi9.'Alit»»'U|iit0: IfrAcb aod. law of the God of Jacolij. 
^ And, firft. Might it not be designed ^^ .an aftrip/- 
tjjM of .pruifP. *84 thftnj^f^iving tQ that g^lpripus l^e- 
ing, wbi^ f*fj?.epdpd th%t[ filver laropsln the blue Vp^v?t' 
q£ iieaveii, ih^t it ii)igh( finooth the i()i|ades of night 
with its cl^^rf^l borrowed rajjs, turn tU^ occ^an in 
it&'i^edK dividQ pur tim^^.and iervc ^hepurpofes of 
vegeutipji, gj» well ^s ^hc |rqld?^ ruler pf th^ davj 
Tfe^y. »fikj»PWJedg^d by tfeu feftiyal^ th^t^^Qod m}q 
ir. aiWv^ W»i|> ti»c prwe 9»pvcr p^ this, apcj pihcj 
}iSM«i)}f; UiWOTricf ; ^h^t %Q Yaxo, tlicy wcw i,n4pl?te4 
fef j^U i&hQ hCftftfifiisl. «i?f^s x^f thefe e^fdcllept .cr^- 
t^ire»./ Hgd tH«y inlfndcd l^p ^adref? Xjatxt^^prk^gi^ 
tp:1y)ij9 hpjft.pf tw^veii thipjpjfelypji, and not tp Jiipi >vM 
j^rxned Ut^jQ by A^.brcatli of hismpi^th, they wpt^Jd 
RP dowbt kVi^ ra;th^T bi6wi| th^ir tfuxspets to^be rif- 
^ii^iiin* PT .t^.th.e 91009 j|t her full, wijcp ihj v^Jif 
ia brlgbtaeft, ButGod, who i&jeialons of hj>5 giofy, 
required ttiat,bo ihftuid bf prajfed-f'or ^hi^^ood ci-ear 
tnteynot .whe* fte^ appeals to her. greiaitef^ a4y^ntagc. 
bttt whcm ihe is either altogether. inviiib I e, o^ ^i^.^jj^ 
feonHk^ aaiec^nCderabje ft^cak of light. By/tjliiy 
precaodon npifc eeo fufpe^^bat the facred ri|;es y/kx^ 
sa honour of him who *' niad^ tl\e fun to ruJe by ^.ay^ 
and tb^ moon. iBo rule by nij^it : for his mercy ^pdW; 
•thfor/cveriv.? . ■_ /V.^ 

* The facrificpf for the ne^ nvp^o tppoluted ui tJus Moi^iA U^i 
are two young bullocks, ope ranij fcyen Iambs, iScc. Lcy. xxviii. i x. 
Ezekiel nientions bui 'on« youbg bulimic k^iixMaifihs* and a r«m, chap. 
«ly^ i^,.,thnugl> the chuFch-ftate which he defcnbes, is fuppofed tu t 
t^Tfldre glorious thii^ the lt>^mtt one.- Wle fee frwin thi*, wie^crf^- 
-mmiiail' law wAs ndt . deTigfi^d ,to l^f vMlteiSlblfr : for lUit/fijpiLyulfle 
piii ell^hbod libifig chaiilgQ4 (which the ^p^l^le abffrvcjt, |^. vU'tI ^^ 
lm| tiw fiicHfi^^ aH'> h©^?g f^»9g«<J.. (jicf»r4Mig io BzfiiclJ^ *!^*l^^ri* 

. A 
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Might it not alfobe intended is afie^Ienm rccogiAtieii^ 
that God waft the fole proprietor of their tlmesy wfaich 
are wholly in his hands , and ought to be dedicated 
unto his fervice.^ The firft dayft of their moiith tnigjbc 
be offered to God for the fame reafons, af tke firft-froit^ 
of their ground. Hereby they difclaimed the fapeiiU- 
tion of the Heathen^ who' were difmayed at the Hgns^ 
of heaven, and efteemed fome parcels of their time 
ill-fated or nnlacky. As everV creature of God is 
good ( fo no time evil> being fandlified by the word of 
the fame God, and oraycr. If the firft fraits be holy^ 
foil the lump : ana if'the firft day in every month be 
holy, the fabfequent days are confecrated by it. 

But chiefly, as one is apt to look for fome notices 
of the MefGah in all the legal ordinances, -might not 
this monthly feftival, and efpecially the feaft: of trum- 
pets in the feventh. mouth of their civil, but ftrft of 
their facred year, be viewed by them ds a* faint ftia- 
dow of the future renovation of ail things by Je&s 
Chrift ? Though we miift not be bold in fixing our 
own cottjedures upon the Holy Ghoft, as hisr undoubted 
meaning there feems, however, to be a confiderable 
likenefs betwixt the blowing of the trumpet at the 
new moon, and the voice both of the gdfpel .aipd the 
archangel. - . 

Firft. It might perhaps be a figure of the .new fjice 
the church lliould wear iatbe age of the Meffiah. . la 
other places the univerfal church is compared to the. 
moon, and the preaching of the go (pel is refembled to 
the blovinjg of. a great trumpet^ Wfa^t though we 
fhouldconOdertheoldmoonas an emblem of the JewAfli 
ceconomy, which, like thatwaning orb, decayed^ wax* 
cd old, and vanifhcd away. But the Chriftian difpenla- 
tion may be compared to the new moon, which,- 
chough fmail at firft, did gradually increafe, while the 
found of the gofpci-trumpet, the voice of our great 
High Prieft, did go into all the earth, and his wor^s 
unto the end of the world. ^ Who knows but the be- 
lieving J^ws might, by this feaft, exprefs their faith 
,.aftd joy in that happy revolation^ which the apoftjc 
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eatl«, 'f tbc ftboliiLilig in hi? fieft the enmity, | ycjh 
the. law 4>f the commandments, contained in ordi- 
nances to makeinhtm^ify of twain, one aewmaii/*f*' 
Or> Uftly> May we not difcern/in this nipi|thly 
feftival,a ihadow of^heaTvfultranfa<3:ion5 in the great 
and terrible/day of Hie Lord 4 which fhali, how«fv^^> 
be a joyful period to all true j^fraeliiLes, ai^d the time 
of the reftitution of all. things f Thb yifiblc worl^ it- 
feif may be refembUd to a waning moon, as the f|(bi- 
on of it paffi^s.away. But as the new npuK>n fucceoded 
the olAy while the .priefts did blow with their tifwm- 
pet^ ; fo when* the lail trumpet '(hall found, . the ^ead 
fhall be rraife.d ia corruptible, and the living.ihall be 
. changed ;. this. corrupxible fiiall put on incorruption, 
. ah4 this mortal fiuU put on immortality. Then fhall 
that blefled date commence, when according to ^ 
f fublime prophet " Thy lun, O Zion, iQial] be no mo^lp 
•thy light by day, .neither for brightnAfs ihaljl t\^. 
moon give light unto thee : but the Lord Aiall be V4)ti>. 
thee an evcrlafting light, and thy God thy glory. Thjf 
fun ihall no more go down, neither fhall thy moop. 
withdraw itfelf; &r the Lord fhall be thine evci> 
lading light, and the days of thy morning fhall bc 
endcdf." t 

Fifthly, The metaphorical Fnefthoed of all Chriftiam^ 

ALTHOUGH the Lcvitical priefts were (Chiefly 4e- 
iigned to prefigure the great High Prieft, as h^s 
bcjcn faid, this hinders not to view them alfo as cm* 
blemsof all th^ faints, who in every age, ar^ caufed 
to approach unto God, that they may dwell in 'the 
hoofe of the Lord forever. It is true indeed, the great 
propitiatory facrifice is already oflfered, never /to be; 
riepeated again \ and we cannot fttfficiently detefl that 
facrilegious ufiwp^tion of the Redeemer's glory, by 
th«:pretended prietlsiof the Romtfh church, who, with- 
out any. the leaft warra«tt fyam the facred ora-cl^s, 
gavje out to their deluded votaries, that they offer \n» 
the mafs, J know not what unbloody facrifice, for the. 
Jinsofthe living and the dead. O impiety ! OabfardltyJ 
••.^yb. n. 15. ^^\i^nWij^^%o. 



^4 Typkal PUas^ Book^IIL 

ior can any thing ba^dri^'^tiedtfilii'ft^II^/^fianto 

imagjuc that Jcfus Chrift bM^«l».%> W.»ift«^o#i?Ii9fc 
furcfer perfected all tbei^ tkft; ajpfl A«>^i^ed,>ut^^?j[t 
h'u work to l)c coinpUtad by, a wreup^4» WI¥ife\Vffi 
ixiprcal pricft \ We Cbriftian^ nft^il apMi¥W^^4£^ }\^% 
all pricllhoodj in ^he ftri^t literal fcpii?i;Hp<>>»r; q^fcd 
la OjiriiJ tltc end of the law.. 3()t,^Ul t^ipr^ U ?^me- 
taptiprical prie(ihoo4y vHfiMb* N>w-TciUaaj?^ af- 
cribcs, xxQl to the office«b^ar<rts|tt tbc Cjir,iftian cb^jyrch, 
hut to all cbrittians wUbQUt,c;j^c«pl;ipn« \tyf^^4)9A pro- 
mlfejof God to his aacien(p^9pU|tb«t^Hbey jhQ<^l<^b^ 
untojhim a l^ii>gdoiii ctf prie(is*i" ^J^^ thj^ pbraCe 4a adap-. 
ted by aNcw Tqftamcnt apoIUe^ wh<>faya,ta, tjtie >Kb^c 
body of the belicver.s tOjwhom bc.wrAje, ** Yeari? ^-Ttoy/* 
al prlefthood $." It ^ra* fqmoj.d by tfecbiQly pf o|)hctf, 
th^t nlen ibx>qld c^l tji« projf flora of tj^tp^rel^iaioRf. 
t1je friejh of^ke ,Uord^ a^dV^f tt^mJ^^rA ^f oar poj^^^-r^, 
that t|jc GcntUca ilipuld be tak^n foj piTj^fts :^ia4 4f^ 
vttes ;-— tbatr ^^^ .pri^I.'f^ triljfc« ftiQul4ib#V^..fft o^r 
fpring numqroii5 ja% ^h« boft of b^avcn,. sm?^^ Kbc.iafl^ 
of tJTi; Tea ; — tji^^t in-^very^plac^ whicb.the.rifing,Mpd 
fetpWfun .furveys, iftc^pfe apd a*p¥J^e^ff^J"in^iJ»WLl4 
btj bflSr ed to tb^ truf <;ad» Tkcfy gr^a^ a^d p^?"ecio9S 
promifes have already been, and ftUl mpre Ib^-bo 
fulfiljcd. ""' ^ - - - - . 




fong of praiCe totlvals Wing Saviour tbat WTaflUd thtcm 
from their Cms ifi his own bloody and barb mad^. aH 
kVn« 'i\nd pricfts uiito God- Tbougj^ tic nnaki^y of 
die legal acid meoaphpFical pr4cfthood may not- per*- 
haps be fo A^ikiDg as betwixt^ Aaron, and Chrift, Jcfus, 
tbcr^ is npl; wanting a confideraWe refewblaa^^t 

"Wjsr^ the Uevitical prielh pbof«n by Cod, and.fc* 
parated to hi *: peculiar, ^ftr vice ? Gad l^a^tb .cli(^9 
the, fateful from tiw>eft of mankind, ftnd &t a^ar^t 
hj'^ilj Hjat 1^ .godiy;fpr.himfelf' W^r# they takf^n ip 
tbi roomjof l^be firft-boEJi of ^11 tbc tribes, i» wbo«k 
t^p ;righ,t.jo4';piriefl;'baod fiPjO;i>« to bHve ongii1|ally,b^- 
l9Ri,^l: ^be people ^ofChrift are tb^^acfaj .afife^n?- 



bly ina'Chtfrcli df thf6«fft-1>oi-h, as all Gdd's chiT- 
aWn are. W^i^tf'th^y/dll dcfei6tt<ied from Aaron and 
tcvj? ifdt btifift tbey ciMild ptavt their |{eiicalbgy^ 
thiy -vlrefd' f\it'£totil the jiHefthood as poHutcd.) ib 
all the ftiritrfkr* ddfcehdent^d from Jefufi^Chrift, thcrfi 
evcfrlilHng Wti^fy^nA ought to arcefialn thtjr het- 
veuly extra6iion by th^ dotxitAehtr of a holy conver- • 
fatioh. They wert Walhcd with Water at their con- 
fecVatton, and ^ere Uw^ys 'td tift the great Iftvcf 
that'ftobd in the <Sfttry of th* tabetnacl*, Wh^il they 
nunifltfred in th* Iknftuary. Thia puts os iri mintl 
of the WadiiAg of regeheration that all Cfafiftjans 
parrake-at firft, and of the frequent rccourfe to the 
fbuntiiri of thrift's blood in their holy fervice. The 
oil^ that arfoixJted them^ (igniBed the un£bion of the 
Spirit, Which the faithful receive from the holy One* 
'nifcWhit* gatm^ntsof fine liiiett, are an emblem of 
thf rijghleodfniefs i^the faints. Thfry were not al- 
lowed i ftrarc of the earthly "Caffaaa, as the other 
trib^*'; for the Lord fpakke uttto Aaroa, *^ Thou 
ft^h'fi^^^ no inheritance in their knd, nor hive any 
pai't Amiottg them t I am thy part, and thine inherf- 
fa^hee=^^'. ' Was not 'this a lively type of the fuperior. 
^riVii^jjfc'dFbisI befoved, who are delivered from the 
itlfeit^f^Tfkc?[\^f3rrld> who hate their wretched portion 
iir thii ti'ahfitory lif<fr ? Bat the Lord is their portion,. 
ih^St''ihc1^f(^6 in hlttt they may hope, be theif oilt- 
Warti^tli ever fo ifldigent/ The cteremoriial purity 
fequil*d of them, that bor€^ the veflcls of the Lofrd, 
defiotes; that holirieft' become^ the houfe of the Lord 
for ever, ^lid all irho worffiip in his temple/ 

But wh^t are their facrifices ? Let an apoftk fpcak ' 
tBls : they- are ^^ f^irituat^ facrifices, acceptable to 
Gddby Jefbi thrift f."'' Perhaps ^ve niight fay, to 
ijife the'4egal ftile, there is the taeat*-o8Vring of cha- 
ritable diftributidns ; the drink-oftering oFpenit^ht 
tears i^bing frbih a broken contrite heart V the 
he^ye*oflfering of prayer iatid ' elevated dtfires ; the' 
peac^oflFcrihg^of praifc and thankfgiviug ; ami the 
vrhole buAmteoi£eiring of tte mholc man,, wh^n the. 
* Numb, sviii. ao, f i Pet. ii. s* 
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body 19 J)ref<fnted unto God a livUi^ facrifice^ when 
every luft is mortified, and the very life furrender- 
cd for the honour of God in martyrdom, whichfonie- 
times is a reafonable fervicc. Thefe are the facd- 
fice« which Ml the faints ihould offer, not to an tin- 
atoned, but to 'an atoned God. They themfeives are 
their temples j a'nd, befides they have accefs by faith 
into heaven, the holieft of all. Chrift is their altar, 
that iandifies all theV: gifts. His fpirit is the fire 
that indami^s, and his laerit \^ t^e fait that pow- 
ders all their facrifices, when they come with ac- 
ceptance before the prefcnce of Jehovah^ 
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